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0ui:-ngs - thatrs ivhat a r:ird club is all about. fn or:r shcrt period as'a club v;e
ha're enjo3-ed. severa-'l- successful field trips. Just to nention a few of iho bird.s
sighted- anC 5r61t11 get ihe feeling; l,,Ia^rsh Crake, trVood Sanc-..,:iper, IIarsh S"nOfifiur,
ftnerald love, Chartrel-biiied. Cuckoo, Shovel-er, ilaok B:-ttern, Tawrry GrassbiiCl 

'

Red'-tailed Black Coclcatoo - got the pictr-re. our Secrota^:xr is at present negot..i_ati;g;
r:th outsirle ind.i,vio.ru.is and bod.ies to arran8e our iti:rerarir so tho Editor sharL' now end'eavor:r to info:::it mernbers i,vhat they nay expect in I9T7 shor-rld. bur plans c._,me

. to fruition.
v

A night ou-ting to the Bunya l,loun-tairrs is planned. and. wif- entail a canp-out for
that vreek-end. Anot]:er area for investigation is the Goc.rrrbnrar-1.{t. Ii[is-taire'region,
This nay vreLl be a three-d.ay camp-out early irr the ]rea.T encomlassing a v,reek_ei.d.
and' public holid'ay. This area is of particular interest as it is the home'of-lfro
ra're A1bert lryzebird. lTe are also ar:ranging a sea bird. outing and. a .1"un-"" o"ting-bo coj-ncid-e with the nrigration times of these birdsr A, western trip to rlnby Ls
also in the offingl. '*Ve have two merrbers living there, Reg and. chr$ Ele1, 1n6u
shouL'l be able to guid.e u,s to some interesting bir-ds. As vrell- as these irout of the
areart outings lve shall stil] have regula"r outings to locaI areas. ft is envisaged.
that al-ternate field. daJts be carried. ou.t within the ten kilonietre rad.:ius of ,the
city centre, theleby coi:rpound.ing a picture of bird. life arolr.d Toowpomba. S""ior""
consicie:e.ticn is al-so being given to the holding of two bi:-.d. counts in the area,
one in l,Tinter and. one in Spring. This vray it is hoped. to cover all migratory and.
resid.ent species in Toowoonba and environs a.l tltar, period.

Ron Hppkli:son and R_od. Hcbson aj:e enba*:kiirg on a fr:rbhor venture to ascertain bird.
n ^ 6 * , 1 ^ + . '  ^ .lropur-ar-..on and. movcment on Dye::rs Le,goon. It -.s hoped. tc ca::ry out a head_ co-rmt
once a month, probably rnicl-month rveelc-end.. The cou:rt i"ri-Li coixretlce about one horr

, after srrrrrise and col:',inue for two to three jrorrs, The project is expeoted to ri\/ o\rer several yea::s so that in_this tiine, hopefully, .Jefinite patterhs vrill emerge.
Qv-erts le,goon is soon to be flood.ed io pro',-id.e local water supply and. the effeci
on the birc populatj-on is also e:pectecL to be rea'lisec. rr.r,y cril-rnernbers,,rishing
to partake in this schene are most lvelcone anC should coni;act eitirer of tire above
mernbers. The pro8lress and. resuLis will be commimicated. in i;he Tooiroomba l3ird. Clubrs
ner's-sheei. The project is erpected to strt rn-id.-Oc+uober this yearo

Rod. Hobson,
EHto_r_.__

1 -  ^  - /r ? . o .  1 o .

Several of these bir"d.s keeping ccnilrart. nith PaLe-hcad.ed RoseLlas, Head. and
breast red. with i., 'hite cheek pii 'r,ches as cistinc+. from pale-head.ed. Rosel1a
which has yeilorl-is; whii;e head wi'bh rv:rite cheek pd.tches bord.ered tiil6-Uf,,r".

{,!. " E}:ipbu*-g.Ts-t4--q-c'rl{=-!s.? (lacatua gatr-erita) , 22.9.76. Flagstone Creek. }"{embers
o f  T . ] .C .  ou- t ing .

,f;" --jSingula^r bird. observed. pass.!i:g sr"rslkrs46.
'  '  ; ' t ,C" i \

l:- -Sg&jr_9glgqrui. (Pl:alacrocorari carbo). 22.E.76, Flagstone creeir. l,[enrbers of
T.3.9.  out ing.

NEi,[ T00J,/001F.]\ ]r.H-
t . c - 'l;: ges-ler-a-Ueqg, (Ir1at;rceroi;s e::inir:s). Ju\', Tooroomba. Colin Kent.

I lodgson Vale. R. & K, I lo;son.

App::o:rimatel-y tr-lenty bi,:d.s flrrirur in fo::nration- Tlif f-r"r.anr rf r'monqinna onA
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sNSIIq
Ou';ings - thatrs i 'rhat a'cird. club is aii about. fn or-:r shcrt period. as'a club:l.e
ha're enjol"ed. severa-'i- successful field trips. Jusi to nention a few,of ihe'oild,s
sighted. &Dd 1r6i1r11 get ihe feeling; },,[arsh Crekee tr'food Sanf,piper, Irlarsh Sapdpiper,
Enerald nove, Char::re1-bi11ed. Cuckoo, Shoveler, Black Bittern, Tawrry Crassbiidl 

'

Red'-tailed. Black Coclcatoo - got the picti:re, our Secreta^r1r is at present n*goi.i-at;.p;
sith outsiri-e ind.ivio.w.ls and bod.ies to anange our itinerary so tho Editor shall-' now endeavour to j.n-fo:i;n meinbers what they may erpect, Ln 1977 shor-rld. b1r plans crme
+ ^  f - , . - ' + . i ,v v  r !  u  u r O 1 1 r

A night ou-ting to the Sunya I'touri-bains is planned. and. lvil- entail a eanp-out, for
that v,reek-end.. Another area for i-nvestigation is the Goorrrbnrrar-t{t. Ir[istake region,
This may well be a tirree-d.a;r camp-oui ea;:ly in the ]rea3 encomtassinog a vu,eek-end.
and public holid.ay. This a:rea is of particular interest as it is the honre of the
rare Al-bert Lyrebird. 'v?e are also ar::anging a sea bird. outing anci a wader outing-bo coincide with the rr-igration times of these birdsr r\ westein trip io'hly r*
aiso in the offing. lVe have tvro menrbers living there, Reg and Chrii 81e1, 1",r,u
should. be able to guid.e us to some interesting bir.d.s. Rs-vrell as these Itout of the
area'r outings ,rre shall still have regular outings to lccal areas. ft is envi,saged.
that al-ternate field d.a;rs be caa'aiefl ou.t within the ten kiloiiietre rad.i,.r.s of ,the
n 

" '  
*-r  a ^-4..uruJ uenu-':er theleby coiirpound.ing a picture of bird. life aror:i'.d. Toowoorrrba. Serious

consid"e:aticn is also being g-iven to the hold.ing of two bird cormts in the area,
one in ltrlinter and one in Spring. I'his rray it is hopecl to cover all migratory and.
resid.ent species in Toov'ioor:ba and environs at that period..

Ron Hppklnson and. Rod Ecbson aire emba'kiirg on a furthcr venture to ascertain bird.
lopulati.on and. movcment on Dye:fs le,goon. It .'s iroped. +,c ea.r::y out a head- co-rrnt
once a monthr probabiy nicl-month rveel;-end.. The co';::.t vri]-l coru,rejlce about oiie hou:
after sixtei.se and co:l:, 'uinie for tl, 'o to three honrs. The project is e>qpected. to run\-- o\rer ssverel yea;:s sc that in this tine, hopefully, ctefinite patterrrs vrill j lnerge.
$r-errs le,goon is soon to be flooded- io pro';id.e loca1 water supply and. the effecl
on *"he bi::c. popuie"tioir is afsc e:pectecl. io bc realisec. l-qr club rnernberslr:shing
to partake in this scheme are most welcone and. should coilbact either of tire ab.rve
mernbers. The pro{.fess and resu-lis w:ifl be commuriicated. in -the Tooloomba tsird. Clubrs
news-sheet'. The project is expected. to stc:t mid.-October this year.

Rod- Hobson,
EdJisr:.--

1 F  ^  - ar ?  .  o .  1 o .

Several of these bjrds kecping ccmpalTr vith Pale-hoad.ec'. Rosellas, Head and.
breast red with rrhite cheelc piiiches as aistinct from pale-head.ed Rosella
which has yellov;is;: whii;e head. vri'bh r::ite cl:eeli patches bord.ered. with blue.

i: .' $"iptlU*;gTElsg--.1o:Sj€'t (.':acaLua gatr-erita). 22,8.76. Flagstone Creek. Lfembers
of l . - j .C .  out i : :3.

, -,Singalar bird. observed. pass'ii:.g o.,.erhead-.
. , " ( , 1 X

n Sigl.]c-^"cgigg! (PhaLacrocorarr carbo). 22,€:,75. Flagstone creek. Menrbers of
T.3,C. outj.ng.

Allp::oximate\r ti.rc:rty bi::d.s flying in fo::mation. Iifferent d.inerisions and.
yellovr beuse to bili- separated.'ihese f::om the little 31ack Coimorant. ,

NESV T00T,i0018!_BI|llL.
t . d i' ;5. EAs-teg-n LoselLa (P1at;rcerci;s e::inius). Jul;.. Too,;roonba. Colin Kent,

l lodgson Vale. R. & K. I lobson.
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ry|i:goruqpA-EFij[ ( c ontld . )
/*;$ naiww -GqassjEr.jtx,(Itegalrrus r-ir:o:ie:rsis). 2?-,8.76. trail l?:rrir;, Flagsioire Creek.

Single bird. Rufous crcwn, long tail, aird sar,rcc,kc,. back asl're1l as ltchuck,
chuclcrr call d.istiirguisheri -bhis biri" ilroin his Aear ,.latirre, the litLle

,., Grassbird.J ". 
'

lwss"l-!trtr_aEg9.:.
3laclS 3_ijter_F.. f5.8.J6. Fl-agstone Creelc, Llry"S. RGi{.
BSg[-jIgSn"_ 11.8.?5. I,tud jrmba 3each.
.fa&gfi. Jufy.r 1976" Gatton. JC.
.fl *eqtre3-Jliil-- 20,8.75. In home garden Her:r:ies St, EVJ, i'JiiJ"
Q_eflqfcq_9jrg{Lo_r.il3?EE!. i"8.76. Siithcott. RGii. '

Eg_q#-teiled "&+{LeL l.B,B .76, 2I.8.76. frithcot-l" llUJ, Tilii,
$p_q-L!S4_tki-"rlep- €.8;76. Ma Ula Creeki RGH, K{. 26'.8.76, Hcr::ies St. T,;,'ba. irii,T, EVJ,
: - * + - . . - - : - - - ' . F . ^ - , .

ftggqyg AWuett L975. lr'laroochydore. JC.{
lfornl_Pi-ge-on. 1J.,7;75, Redwood. Park. JC.
Di nrond D-p:v_e. July, 19,76. Petrie. JC.
E\reral.[--]gve. l-8.8,?5. Cr:rtis St., Tr,l,'ba. (aead). RGIi. 1I,7 "76. Red-',rood I'1c" ,JC,
$+gk l,_o.IiLe-e_l* L.8"75, 2L.8.75, Iioclgpon Vale. RGI'I, Ifi{.
lriA].1-ge.- R_,irlgqqql;.- Jrrly, 7976. .Arnby- RE, CE.
P_4$-ClLqlSgg* 7.8.75. Prince Henry Bive. CB.

jt_1e_9g9kpg-_e}giiLe-:. 1.6.8.76. Qt ld. Agricultural College, IC,
Tawrtr Gte.ssLfud.. 1.8.75. Gra.ntham. RGH.
BS__g*Egb;ir1,. 10"8.76. Redviood Park. JC.

etSd_!*]H.L Ju11', I976.3etv,'een Atrgathella and l/lorven. RE, CE. ,)
I!ecql$_Jote*y-e!_e&. 5.8.76. .1 krn. ld,T[. Helidon. IC. 'r
Vlhjlte-.qgped _ID*gXde_g-: 10.8.?5. Redvocd Fark. JC,.
verrps-tlfS-q1_q$_l4ig"qg,s Julyr l.9.76. Amby. RE, CItr.
Spg4eLLowe_l-Iltqa July, 7976, Arnby. RE, CE.
SCLi_p_ SovqeJl.:!_il-q*. 20,8.7 6, IJcruies S-b. I'ITIJ, EVJ,

(Cl: Cnris Bianchi. f0r fan Cowan" JC: John Coman. CE: Chris Eley. RE; Reg E1ey.
IfiI: Kemie Hobson. RGH: Rod. Ilobson. EVJ: Eil-een JolJy. 
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;;;;;;;" ;;;'"*r-rd.ed, mr:st be obeyed - trbancis Bacon,

A PASTTCTJI,AS 1?EiDryI.

A friend. of nrlne, vn'hon I corrsid.er well acqu.ainted. vrith r\i;s'ura1ia.n wildlife, rel-ated,
to me an interestir:g obse:rnii.on he had nad.e reg'alcing a fecd.-i.ng Jabiru" I relate
it here, hoping it nay be of ii:ie:'est to ::ead.ers.

He uas sorting bait frorn a bait nei; and hed. thrown se.reral herring (proi:ably C:.rp..e
Herrin6 - tr{egalops cypri.noides) up t}:e beach for Later use. At that'ooinb a JatJ
d.escended and began to rifle his catch. Jeff was imi:ressecl by the casu-al-ness of the
bird. and. r,ras very j.nterested- tc note the.t it cerried. each herring to thc 'r,atcr t,o
trwnshtt it before ea't,ing ii" .{re 3"r1v read.ers familie*l vdth this "vrashing" behav-Lou:c
in Jabirus or othei birds?

This incicient took place at hood.gate, betveen Gladstone
the Jabiru is comnon in thi.s area"

and. 3r.u:d.aberg. Apparently

Ker'rie Hobson"
'rTiIE WANnIXim.rr IN T0O'rITIOOXIBA CI[Y.

TC, i!!e-b-rJi- Bi"d i\I"t"" 
-- 

Juty,:19?5.)

0n Tuesd.ay morn-ing, Jwre 29thr rrhilst waiting to commence r.;olk, I noticed. a bird- of
prey perched- on a television anter,na ir"- Gore Street. At first I thought ii; 'Lo be a
Little Falcon, a bird. v'rhich occasiorially appears in the central city area. Hollrever
on comparing it lvith a hrarassing Nankeen Kestrel I observed. the falcon t,o be
considerlbl;r 1u:3er. No ioult a Peregrine tr'a1con, very probe,.bly a matrre femaie
judging b1r size comperison and. coLotro

Unfortunateii ' 5sirre I couLd contirct a4]'one to confirm th-i-s sighting the kestrel
i'ras joirred. by severll nregpres ancl curraTrongs atid. ihe Feregrine v,'as dispersed amid.
a.n uproa"r of bira call. These r,reesuren',enis -balten fron'r3ird.s of Australiaft by J.D.
L.tacdonald may be of hclp to a,rlyone confronted. r,',;ith the prcblem of identifying this
urru'  

Nanl leen Kestrel  -  iO-16 cn" with t i ' i I  15-18 cm.



.,. .:' GrassbirCf .r. l.

t@ts_ss.l_Fgtp-]LW-:
llaqlc LijJertr.. 15.8.J6. Flagstone Creelc, f "W.S. R.Gi{.
B"gCI-l@3ge- 11.8.75. I',hdjumba 3eacli.
J@r. JulX r J-97 6 " Ga'c t on . JC .
gtgai4/-:ggqb"1g_Ibi5_*, 20.8.76l In hone gard.en Herr:'ies St, E.v'J, lfti-r"

"E,76.  Wi thcot t .  RGH. -
8.7i5, 2!,8.75. Fithcot-b" E'/J, : !{! iJ
. Ma Me Creek; RGH, K{. 26.8.76. Fic-riies St. Ti;ba.. i,i'i,1, tl\ll.
arooclqrdore. JC .
Red.wood. Park. JC i

DAa_mond. !--o_qe. July, L9,76. Petrie. JC.
@J"J"- '  18.8"?5, curt is St., Tr, 'rba. (aead.). RGIi. 1r"7,76. Red.uood r 'h. , ,cn
iiirFk r,or:LlLe-gr-.- L.8"75, 2I.8.75, HocigBon Vale. RGI.I, ICI,
Itial.lee Ri]rgLqc-}i. JulXr 1976. .Arnby, RE' CE.

!3!lig-W€&ggg 7.8.76. Prince Henr;r g'1vq. C3.
, l,;!--.._.-tle Qac]tpg-glfi&_. l.6.8.'16. Qtl-d. Agricultural Coi-Iege, IC,

Tawrgr Grass-bird", ,1.8.75. Gra,ntham. RGH.
ESS*fu$ir1* 10.8.76. R€dwood Park. JC.
Cteste_g_3q1_++g+-e july, 1976. Betv,reen Augathella and I',{orven, RE, CE. J
W. 5.8.76.  .1  h l .  Id ' !T.  i {e l id .on.  IC.  ' r

Uthlte---mpea -Iig129ga!.e-f= 10,8.?6. Redvood. Park. JC,.
vg4ffiffe+j-q.4-.Si:+9..: JulYr t9.76. Amby. RE' CE.
Spotte4_3owe_q-*Elt4- July, 79i5, Amby. RE, CE.
&-!:;l-*lorlq;3&_E$* 20.8.76. Herries St. llJIIJ' EVJ.

(Cn: Cmis Bianchj-. fC; Ian Cowan, JC; John Goinan. CEc Chris E1ey, RE; Reg Eley.
IGI: Kerrie llobson. RGH: Rod Hobson. EVJc Eil-een Jo113'. 

-vllllJ: 
3i11 Jo11;'")

s .p-gql*ls*ii"-!:=,r-qH. . . . . . . . . . .
i,ia*;r-rer to be conmarid.ed, must be obeyed. - trbancis 3acon,

A PSRTICUI,AR i?EEDff..

A friend. of m:ine, vrhon I consid-er -nef1 acqrreinted. n:i.th Ar:siralia,n witdl:ife, reJ.atecl
to me an in'terestir:g obse:vaij.on he had. nad.e rege,::d.ing a fecd.ing Jabiru" I rel-ate
it here, hopin4: it ncy be of i:i 'e:est to read.e::s.

He r-as sorting bait frorn a bait net, and. had. th;:own se.reral herring (probably Cxe-'e
Iie:ri4g - Lfegalops clpri.noid.es) up tire beach for fater u.se. A'u that point a Jzlr.--t.
descended. and began to rifle his catch. Jeff v,;as impressed. by the casu-al-ness of 'b,he

bird and r.'ras very interested. to note irhe.t it cerriedr each herring to the i'uater i,o
Itwn*shtr i.t before eei;ing it, -etre a,rav readers familir;: i,dth this "vrash,i.ng?' behav:Lorr
in Jabirw or other birds?

This incident took place at h-ood.gate, between Glad.stone and. Sr.r.ndaberg" Apparently
the Jabiru is cornmon in this a.rea.

Ee:r:iq__HgUs_p.qr.
''TIIE WAN'TXTffi'II IN TOOITOOI\IBA CITY.

TEEE'ffi;G"J ni"d i\T"i"": July, 1975.)

0n Tuesd-ay morning, Jwre 29thr whilst rvaiting to comrnence v,io:k, f noticed. a bird. of
prey perched- on a television anter,na in Gore Street. At first I thought it 'bo be a
Little Falcon, a bird. whjch occasionally appea,rs in the central city area" Hotrever
on conparing it r,vith a harassirrg l\arkeen Kestrel I observed. the falcon to be
corrsid.erlb]-r 1;:.3er. No iou':t a Peregrine Fafcon, very probably a matrne femaie
jud.ging by size comparison &l'rd. co}olro

Unfortunateli ' 5g1r=e I could conti:.ct arryone to confirnr th-i-s sighting the kestrel
was joined. by sever:"} n':grpre:s anrl curralvongs arid i;he Pe::egrine l,'as d.ispersed amid.
a,n uproax of biro ca' l  1,  These r. leasurer l lentstahen frorn'r3ird.s of Austral iat t  by J.D.
I\.{acd.ona}c1 nay be of help to airyone confronted. with the problem of id.entifying this
ua!u'  

Nanheen Kestrel  -  1 '0-15 cn:.  with tai l  15-18 cm.
Little Falcon - iO-15 crn. se:ies alike but fer.rrale larger'
Feresr ine  i 'a lcon  -  58-46  em.  r r  I t  t r  r r  t r
r  e r u t ) l J r f l j  J i . " r u u r r  -  

/ v - ! t v  v ! r .  
B . o d .  I t o b s o n ^
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y'rmed. lvith numerous books and field guid.es (inclrlding n{y rfeathert scrapbook) anc} aI
rI"3"C. nevs-sheet, I a'r,iemp-bed. to in'cercst the 8roup lvith sl-id"es on the follorving 'r-

topicsa cornnon bird.s and. int::od.ucec1 species, nests, color:rfu1 species, par:ro-l;s and

rosellas, small birds, birds',li ith unusual irabits, clucks and water bird-sr sea birds

and. noctrrnal bird.s.

Alttiough bird. life arourrd. the camp l,ras not as varied, as I hr:d. hoped. for, we drd

manage to see Noisy iriiners, I{ookaburras, Rainbor,v ancl Scaly-breasted. Lorikeets, 01ive''

backed. Onioles, Southern Figbirds, Blue-faced. Hone;'reaters, Grey Butcher-birds arrd-

Bl.ack"-faced Cuckoorshrilies. On the boat trip to Great Keppte Island- we were fc,:tun:.le

to see a magnifrcent Brahtri4y Kiie flying at close range anil seve::al Sooty @s'cer-"
catchers as vreff as thc usual cormorants and terris. l'Toisy Friarbird.s vrere in abrr:i1anc'.

on the island.

ri,ftrile taking a g.roup of bird.-watchers along the beach near the carrlpr f was able to

acciuaint the6 wi-bh a pair of Sacred. Kingfishersr a Red.-capped. Dotterel- arrcl the

Brahnr-iiry Kite once again. 
-'i'tre 

spotted an Eastern Curlevi at nearby trknu Park. 0n a trip

to ofsenrs caves, I iointed. out calfs of the Lewin Honeyeater, rr'flrite-throated.'j-trarbtert

Gold-en !illristler and. the Black-head-ec} Pardalote.

Apart from the usral egrets, ibis, spoonbil-l-s and. vrater bird.s spotted. in large mxtbers

in the sur::o.und.irrg *ur, our only'="il ttfirrdrt was a beautiful Darter swllming - in of

all places - the Moi;ra open cut coal ninel In spite of ariy really exciting bird-

spotting news, I f eel there has been an anareness of the variety of bjrd- lif e and an

iirteresl in the sarne, initiated. among the stud.ents who attend.ed- the Yeppoon camp. I

hope I have enco'.o*g"d. nelv members for or::: cl-ub as wefl as st"ir,rulated- interes; which

vrill carry th:rough io the children these trainee teachers will soon have j-n their

c ' l  asges .
t''tqfilvlLl+q-olg ,

gttr,EtVAr_IONS al[ A lq0Iq_l,rINB.

Recently I vras assigned. point d.uty for or.r school cross cor-:ntry at the end- of 'vfirra

'r:/irra Styeet,rlihils{ r',e.iling for lhe first of the runners to arrive I was watching

for b:rlrds in the forest to the east. A group of young King Parrots and a pair of

S;;1t:b;"uiea Lorikee'bs occupied rry attention urrtil the run:rers arrived and 'r'he

bird.s l-efi "
A lone Noisy 1,finer sat on a bianch ove::hanging the rrr:rning: lrack conpletely rurpertrr-

bed. by the activity and. noise below. Every so of+,en he rtould f1y out, catch an -insect

and retr:rn to his Perch.

A large black beetle droned LazITy past the mj-nerrs perch. The bird- darted out and

just is the beetle was about'co be cau*ht it opened. vrid.e its hard. upper vring covers

and. lor,vered. its abdomen =evealing a startling bright ye1lov'i color:ration on tlle

abdomen. The bird. rotated. its wiieis anC- with the primarry feathers spread and strain-

ing stopped. in nid.-air. r,,iith noutl-r agape the bird. r',,'atched. the beetle drone on and

appeared. to stay suspendecl in miC--air.

The miner, l,ritl-) one beat of his'wings caught up to"the insect and gave it a geilt-l-e

nud-ge. The beetle lo-vrered. its abd.omen even more and the bird. stalled in mid'-ai:: then

turned- and. flew back to his perch leaving the beetl-e to d.isappear into the lantana

und.ergrovl'bh.

Besid.es being a graphic j-11-r.l,stratj-on of the usefulness of pro'bective cofouration

there is, I think, a lesson to be learned. from the incid.ent. If the parrots had stil l '

been arounl r wourd. have most certainly beei: vratching ther,r - trying to sort out the

d.ifferences betvreen the females and. the young' the Noisy ldit:er and' this woriderful

i.'cid.ent lrould. have gone unseeno l,/laybe itts vrorthi'rhile to sit dovm every so often

and. carefull;.r ,+atcl.r.',,he ccirrr4on ai"a"e ins-beaci-- of tnrinq lo igT?=e them and' look for

ifru fu"" 
"asify--suu" ""a 

rvhat we nr:ight term 'che trmo,rle j-nteresi-r'-ng't birds "

John Coman"

!I-,IGSTONfl

1,he weather on the day of orrr Aug:st or,',ting proved- e>';cep-l-,-i-orral for th.r-is time of year'

l\{embers anri. visitors enjoyed. an ir:cellent d.ays bird--sa'uching iir the Flagstone C:ceek

area. l,[e visited.'r,r,;o ad.]aten-b pro;rel'r' ies, tLrose of I!k'. Ro'l Turner and' Trail- Paxk'

the proper,"y of lltr. Jock Rosscll" Foth properties afford.ecl. exceJient b'ira viewlng'

Early in the d-a.y. vrh:-lst pariced- upo:: thl road- in f;ont of Rod Turnerrs Jand' ire rere

fortunabe eirouglt to see approxl-maiel1'{"i-^n1y B}ack Cornorants frying in fornation
(cont /d . )
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One hundred. l-evcl 2 edrrcati_on students
Ed-ucation recently a'itencleC. a o;ri: r;s-cl<
Capricorn Coast. As thj-s ','ia,s itrlr clicnce

f::'or:i the nu:1ing lorms fnstitute of Aclva.nced
environme:rtr,, 1 s-bud.ies carnp in yeppoon on the
to i rLtrod.u-ce these prospect ive teachers to

bird.-l'iatching and perhaps erlcorlrage ncrv ne;.rbers for our ^'"fr, f tooL the op-.o::iulitil
+ ^  ^ - ^ ^ ^ - +  ^  ^ f .r,(r presenl a sricLe le'ctr:re on gust::alian bircis *nd the.ir: identification" "\

' lrmcd- with numcrous books and ficld guid.es (incirrdi:rg riry tfea-bherr scrapbooir) ana a /
T " 3 " C o n e t r s - s h e e t , I a i t e n r p . b e c J - t c i n , i , e r c s t t h e 8 T o t 1 p i , r i t 1 r s ] i d . e s o n t h e f o 1 1 o . " l i n 8
topi-csa comll lon birds a.nd. int : :oducecl species, nests,  colourful  species, par: lots a:nd.
roselfas, small bird.s, bi::cls i '*ith unusuel habits, d.ucks and r,,;ater bird.so sea brrds
and. noctlrnal birds

Although bird life around. the camp viras not as varied, as T had hoped. for, we d-id.
manage to see Noisy i,,i i irers, I{ookaburras, Rainbor,v ancl Scaly-breasted. Lorikeets, 01ive-
backed- Oricles, Southern Figbirds, Blue-faced. Honeyeaters, Grey Bu-bcher-bird.s anC
Bl-ack-faced. Cuckoo'shlil.ies. 0n the boat trip to Great Kepple Ishna lve were fc::tu-n_.,.-;e
to see a rnagnifrcent Brahmirry IGie flying at close range and. several Sooty O;rs,cer-
catchers as weff as thc usual cormorants and terns, i\troj.sy Friarbirds v,rere i-n abur:r.anci
on the island..

T'ihile taking a group of bird.-watchers along the beach nes^r the carrlp, I was able to
acquaint theni wi-bh a pair of Sacred Kingfishers, a Red.-capped. Dotterel anrl the
Brahminy Kite once again. vfe spotted. an Eastern Curlevi at nearby trtnu parli. On a ,crip
to Ol-sents Caves, I  pointed. out cal l -s of the lewin Honeyeate",  

t i t f l " i t "- throate6 r;- /prhra,- .
Golden trflhistler and the Blac]<-head.ed. pard.al_ote.

Apa::t from the usual egrets, ibis, spoonbiLls and. vira'ber bird.s spotted. in large nunbers
in the surrourrd.ing arear our only real rrfj.nd.rrwas a beautiful Darter sivimming - ir: of
all places - the Ltoura open cut coaL mine! In spite of any really exciting bird.
spot-bing nelvs r I f eel 'there has been an a\raxeness of the variety of bircl lif e and. an
interest in the satne, initiated. a.mong the stud.ents who attended. the Yeppoon camp. f
hope I have encouragod. nevr members for our cl-ub as yrefl as st-i-mul-ated. interes-i. rvhich''riifL car:qr through to the chil-rlren these trainee teachers wiff soon have in their
classes 

l[a&rlvq J?,-oirs'-

-qB-sEuAlIONS 0{ A_ NOrSl/ 4 ,
Recentl;r I vras assigned. point d.uty for ou:: school cross country at the end. of i[irra
ilirra Street ' 'i,'hilst r,lai-ting for the first of the rufflers to arrive I was v,ratching
for birds in the forest to the easto A group of young King Parrots ancl a pair of
Scaly-breasted. Loriicee-bs occupied. ny attention until the n-mners arr:ived and. the
bircls l-eft,.

A lone Noisy l'finer sat on a branch overhangj.ng the nurning traci completely unpertrr-
bed by the activity and noise below" Every so often he urould f1y out , caLch an j-nsect
and retr:rn to his pc'rch.

A large black beetle droned lazily past ihe minerrs perch. The birri. d.arted out and
just as the beetle was about 'r,o be eaught it opened. v-ide its hard. upper wing covers
and. lowered. its abd.omen:evealing a startling bright yellovr colouration on the
abdomen. The bird. rotated, its wings and. vuith the prima::y feathers spread. and. strain-
ing stopped. in mid.-air, "r,ilith rnouth agape the l-ird. vratched. the beetle drone on ancl
appeared. to stay suspend.ed. in miC.-air.

The miner, i 'rith one beat of his wings caught up to.the insect and gave it a ge:ttJ-e
nud.ge. The beetle loivered. its abd.omen even more and. the bird stalled in rnid.-ai:: then
turned. and. flew back to his perch leaving the beetLe to d.isappear into the lant,arta
und.ergrovrth.

Besid.es being a graphic -i-l1u.stration of the usefulness of protective colouration
tl'rara ic T *lrr'd(, a lessoi: to be l-earned from the incident. ff the parrots had sti]l.
been around. I vrould. have most certainll; heei: watching thein - trying to sort out the
d.ifferences betl-reen the females and- the young. The I'Ioisy lfiner and. this worrderful
incid.ent vroufd have gone unseeno fttaybe itts vlorthirhile to sit dornm every so often
and. carefr:lly'l.;6i'66h ihe ccnrrlion bird.s, ins-beaci of tr-rripg to ignore them and. look for
the less easily seen and. 'what we might term ihe trmore j-nteres', j.ng" bird.s.

II.ITGSTONE CRf,Jil.-9-SJS- :- 2i.-' E. "-' | "5.'
John Coman.

for this time of yeat.
r 'f.ho trrl g ore i orro Arc'rrk

The rveather on the day of our Jtug-.:"st outine: proved e>lcep't,_i_onal
Nlembers and vi sit (,'ras en i ovetl a.tr e::c a'l -l rent da--'rs bi rd. rlr: l-.eh i nrr i
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El4q$qory qB_EFE=gqU$q-: ?? . e .J6_. (c orrtla. )
high overhead, Their )'ellotni bill bases 1/ere i-rnmed-iately visible when vj-er;ed. th-:roughthe more powerful binocrj.-Lars, thus distingr-risiring tirern f:om the little Blacj< cormorant.At this saine noment a sulphr.ir-crested. cocf,atoo passed o-rerhead,. As these tl;o specieswere both nev bird,s for the Toor'rroornba area their appeararlce vras particr,rlarly signifi-
-cant' At this spot';e also notecl several llestless Flycatchers ancl hoard.es of Double-hqr-r.orl trri nn lr

Trail- Park also provid-ed- us t'rith a nery bird. for outr Toor;roomba l-ist in the grr-ise ofthe Tar,',rnJr Grassbird. He was eveidually flushed. from a box-thorn thicket along thecreek sid'e. Asicte to the rufous cror/n, long tail and str:eaked back, the rrchucll 
, chucicall sepa"rated him from the similar Lj-ttle-Grassbird., a species v,rhj-ch has not as.lretbeen record-ed in our area. Here lre r"rere also fortunaie enlugn to glimpse a pai.r: of

Brush Turkeys and several groups of Satin Bowerbird.s. The outsbanding sighting,of ourTrail Park visit vlas the excell-ent vievr of, a pair of ited.-tail-ecl Biactn coJtntols in aCasuarina only some yards from us across a scrubby gully. The}, l,smained. perchect ,,.rlr_i_l_st
we noted' all field markings, especially the. red. barred. und.ertail and the speclrlingupon the face of the female. This latter marking scparated. this speci"" f;;; ;;;
Glossy Black Cockatoo rrhich d.oes not possess this fl-ecking. Near the eni;rance -i,o
rlrail- Park another three rrbl-ack cockies'r rnrere observed. .,';heeling high over a hea-ri1y
timbered mountain spur. several lizards and. a Yel-l-olr-faced. lrtrii snake i,vere sightec,.
Trail Park - a sure sign of the advent of warmer l'reather.
After ]unch v're returned. tb Rod Turnerrs place but as i-t ,,cas mi,J-afternoon most of the
birds were in retirement. Ho$Iever i 're d.id. see a Striped. llcneyeater feed,ing hj-gh on a
flolrering eucalypt - a nelv bird for several menbers . Latey in the afte::noon some
membere visited- the Irrigation and r,i,'ater Supply weir near lillyr1ale. This is an
excell-ent i-rater birc. a"r:ea as rras proved. this ait"=r,roorro riib were treated. to vie1,lr-_,/
two Blacl< Bitterns, a matr.lre and an immature bj.rd. lfe observed. many tracts of bittern
behaviow. The ghost- l i ] .u,  s i lent r is ing from the reedy watersid.e, the heavy, labor:r . .
but slnort flight, anrl- the- cunrbersome tanaing in a pepperl--na tree. Then the slow
chameleon like stalking along the limbs to ihe uppermost l-evel- of the tree ij,as
f ollorved by the ttbittern freezerr posture rvhich is vrell knotrrn but seLclom observed. Inall vre r,'ratched these tlvo bj.rd.s for soem fifteen to tlventy rninutes" Here we also sav,r
a ]'rTallard. ctra,ke in splend.id. plumage, keeping compaqy rvith Bl-acli Duckr'i,ioocl Duck and-
Vr vJ I  UcaI c

Thoi'o gnnocra,r +o be both Winter and. Spri4g visitors in the Flagstone area th.is d.ay"
The Rose Rcjbin rvas stj-ll in evidence, a male and female bird being record.ed. and
Rainbow Bee-eaters were also sighted. - another sign of Spring vreather. Everyone agreeo
that this was an-other satisfying oubing clespite the Crested. Haivk, This ha.v-,rk had. been
reported- in the area recently but urrfortunately d.id not rnaterialise on that d.ay - but
vrho could complain ar1yho.r,-r,

lastlye f.must thank Joclc Rossell_ and Rod. Tlrner for
ertic.s and hope -!/e rnay retr:rn in the near future.

Di;ig.-trE-t :_&a.tr__tgp€. (ti.t. & J.R.,s property).

Black Cormorant B1ack-faced. Cuckoo-shrike

lea.ring us go upon their prop-

Eocl Hobs_o_n._
-_//

Yell-ov-fac ed. Honeyeater
Str iped Honeyeater
Little Friarbird
Noisy Friarbird
Noisy Miner
Recl-brol',red. Finch
Double-baned. Finch
House Sparrow
Ind.ian li,grna
Starling
l,{agpie Lark
Duslqf lVood.-sival-l-oW
Pied Currawong
Pied Butcher-bird
Grey Butcher-bird_
31r,cl<*backed Lflagpie
Setin Bowerbird
Austral-ian Raven
/\ustralian Crolv.

little Pied. Cormoranr
lir/l:rite-faced Heron
Strarr-necked- Ibis
Blacl<-sh. Kite
Aust. Goshalvk
Kestrel
Rnrralr rFrrrlrarr

Ferel  Pigeon
Bar-sh. nove
Crested. Pigeon
T-,itt]e lorilceei;

Rainbor;v 3ee-eater
V,lelcome S-r,rallolu

Tavnry Grassbird.
Superb Blue lfrer:
Variegated. li/ren
lJl:ite-thr" rfarbler
Brov,'n Thornbil-l
Yell-orr-r. Thornbil1
!','hit e-br . Scrub-,,',,Ten
Jaclq4 tllinter
Rcse Robin
Grey Fanta-i-i-
\vill ie lfagtail

Erc ' ; tn  lTnnar roq*  o r .

T , o u i  n '  s  I - I n n c r r a q t ^ -u  i f v r r g J  9 @  v 9 !

Red.-t. Blalck Coclcatoo Re'stless Flycatcher
Sulphrrt-cr. Cocicatoo Gol-den 1'firistler
Galah Eastern l,Jhipbird
pale_head.ed. Roselia Spotted. pard_a-.ote

Fan_tai1ed. Cuckoo Striated. pard.al_ote

Kookabr-rrra Silvereye



were both ner'l bird.s for the Toorvoombei brea their appearance v,ras particularly signifi*
cant. At this spot we also noteil several l?estless Flycatchers and. hoard.es of Double-
b:rred. tr'inch.

Trail Park al-so provid-ed. us rvith a nerv bird. for our Too,,roornba l-ist in the gu-ise of
the Taurny Grassbird. lIe was eventually fLushed. fron a box-thorn thicket along the
creek sid-e. Asicle to the rufo'.is crol'/n, long tail and. streaked bacJ<, the "chucll , chucl
nr l l  qonar^q*or l  him from the simi lar t i t t le Grassbird.,  a species vynich haS not as.yet
been record.ed. in our affea. Here ire r.rere also fortunate enough to glimpse a pai:: of
Brush Turkeys and several gror"rps of Satin Bor,rerbird.s. The outsbanding sighting of our
Trail Park visit v,ras the excellent view of, a pair of ited.-tailecl" 31ack Cockatoos in a
Casirarina, only some ya,r'd.s from us across a scrubby gully. Thel' 1'smained. perched- ','rlr-il-st
we noted. al-l field marlcings, especially the red. barred. und.ertail and the specl;ling
"- '^* +L^ '^^^ ^ ' t r  the female. This lat ter marking scparated. this species from theul jwr r  u r rE  r  4w v  uJ .

Glossy 31ack Cockatoo rvhich does not possess this flecking. Near the entrance -i;o

llrai] ?ark another three 'rbfaclt cockies't ri,rere ob,served. ..;heeling high over a hea-ri$
timbered. rnountain spur. Several lizard.s and. a Yefioli-faced. l/Jeip Snake r,vere si-ghtei,.
T::ail Park - a sure sign of the ad.vent of iirarmer weather.

After lunch v"'e returned tb Rod. Trrrnerrs place but as it was rnid--afternoon most of the
bird-s were in retirement. However lve did. see a Striped Honeyeater feed.ing high on a
flol'rering eucalypt - a ne\? bird. for severaf members. Iater in the afternoon some
membere visited. the Irrigation and fiater Supply weir near li lJ-yrlale. This is an
excelfent water birdi area as fias proved. this afternoonc 'r',ie r,'r'ere treated to viewr--/
tvro Bfack Bitterns, a mati.ire and- an immature bj.rd.. i/e observed. many tracts of bittern
behaviour. The ghost }ilce, siLent rising from the reedy watersj.d.e, the hcavy, labour
but slirort fl ight, and. thc cumbersome landing in a pepper:'-na tree. Then the slovr
chameleon like stal-king along the limbs to the uppermost levef of the tree ,';as
f nl I nrvorl tnr *.ho t'bittern f1' eezett posture ghiCh is r,vef I knol.m bUt SelClOm ObServed. In
al-f r,,, 'e vratcheC. these tvro bird.s for soem fifteen to twenty minutes" Here vre also saiv
a l,,,1all-ard. clrake in splend.id. plurnage, keeping conpany with Blacle Duckr .i'/oocl )uck and.
Grey Tea1.
rlhnro snnaer.arl to be both'.T.inter and. Spring visitors in the l' lagStone area th.is day.
The Rose Robin lvas stil l in evidence, a male and female bird. being record.ed. and
Raj-nbow Bee-eatcrs vere also sighted - another sign of Spring v'reather. E'ueryone agreed
that this r,ras another satisfying oubing clespite the Crested. Hav',rlc. This har,vk had been
reported in the atea recently but unfort',:nately did. not materialise on that d.ay - but
vrho could complain anyhov.
r^^+]-. r *"^+ thank Jocli Rossel} and- Rod Trrner for leavi-ng us go upon their prop-frir,:j UIJ t I' lllLl$ u I

erties and. hope r,/e mal,' return in the near future.

Lry-d*tSL anls.gp-! o,p€. (n, r .
B]ack Cormorant
Litt]e Pied. Cormorant
l/h.ite-faced. Heron
Strarr-necked- fbis
31ack-sh. Ki te
Aust. Goshawk
Kestrel
Rrrrclo fFrrnl:arr

+  4  r l v J

H ' A 7 A  I  p f  O A n h

Bar-sh. Dove
|  : r a q  T  A n  P f  0 6  n n

Little lorikeei;
Recl- t .  31ack Cockatoo
Sulphur-c:r. Coclcatoo

Pale-head"ed. Rosella
Fan-tailed Cucl<oo
Kookaburra
Rainbor;r 3ee-eater
V'/efcome S'u'rallolv

&:c1 ]Iobs-g-n.-

&  J . R . ' s  p r o p e r t ; r ) .

Bl-ack-faced. Cuckoo-shrike Yelloru-faced Honeyeater
Tavncy Grassbird.
- \ 1 l n 6 7 h  I <  t r l A  ! , m A n

l lan i  ocml - -o r l  ] r , fuan

'rrlhite-thr 
" ifarbler

Bnor,,in Thornbi]l
Yell-o,;,'-r. Thornbill
I'hit e-br . Scrub-',-,ren
Jacky 'rtinter

Rcse Rob-in
| :T61r  k ro  hT D I  !
v *  v J

ivil l ie ritragtail
Rest less Flycatcher
Golden t,,tristler
E t r a T a ? n  L . t h a  n n f  r d

Spotted Parda..ote
Striated- Pardal-ote
Qi  I  r ra ror ro
v + r  Y  v !  v J  v

Bnouln Honeyeater
Lewin's I' loneyeater

Striped Honeyeater
Little Friarbird
Noisy tr'riarbird.
l\ ln 1 <ar ul f  h zr?

Recl-brorved. Finch
nouble-barred. Finch
TJnr :qo  Qr rqr rn r r r

v y w : !  v v r

l n d f  , n  l l i h r n a

Starling
l,fagpie Iark
Duslqf tf ood.-svral lov/
Pied. Cr-rcrawong
Pied Butcher-bird
Gr^r-w l lrr tcher-hirdv r  v . /

Blnck-backed Nlagpie
Satin Bowerbird.
Arrstralian Raven
Austral-ian Cro'v'u'.

(c  on t / t ,  )
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lvera simonts home)" 3ob Dorr:icott will be
movie filtrF includ.ing rtlsland Invadersrr the

capperL Nod.dy on Hqron trs1and. )

at 22, Isabel Street, Too',voomba.
showing us some cf his arvard. viruring
story of the nesting of the tr',hite-

Black Cormorant
Little 31ack Cormorant
T\??f. ofa

ifl:it e-necl.cecl Heron
Plurned. Egret
Black Bittern
Blacic Duck
Grey Teal
v,Jood llucK- : - - - \

r 
--1.[al1.agd.-'

-
Black-sh. Kite
Nankeen Kestrel
Dusl<y l'{oorhen

Bar--sh, Dorrs
i  r F A r :  T  a d  P a  f A . _ . _ . 1

4  * b v v - -

Scaly-br" l,or.ikeet
Ga.l p.h
Pale-h. Rosell-a
Rainbori Bee-eater
Brov'i:r i{oneyeatcr
Double-barred. Tinch
Indian LSna
Starling
]tlagpie lark
Pied Sutcher-bird.
Ar.l,stralian Cro'w,

OI$ING FCA. SryIISiDffi.. 1476.

Meet at 9,00 a.m., outside lii ithcott Hotel, on -',i larrego llighway just at the foot of

the Range. Alan Graham (leader).

NEl'l MHIBRS.

ihe club is pleased. to Trelcome John comant I4r Kj-rk streeb, Toowoomba'

PrlBrrc{LTolffi B&EI@g

(,

Q.O.S. Nevrsletter,  l r la. lch, 1975.

The 3ird. 0bservere February'- l '{arch - AWr'r'st, 1976'

STdP PRESS-

The clubts first l0cai 3ird. pount has'now been set for sundayt

1Otf, O"tober, I)16 in order to coincid.e v,iith tho annual Q'g'S'

cor:nt. It j.s proposed that results vrill be published. by both

the Toor,voomba-mia Cful anC' the r,lueensland frnithological

SocietY.

The courrt will take place rvithin our 10 kn" area and the

assistance of all- *"inbur" is keerrly so'.rghtt Ulub Secretaryt

.q , ru , ' ' c "uhn* t , . i .1 -1beco-ord ina t in5g. i l , Io redeta i }s .a tournex t
rneeting and outing and in the October Ne:rs-sheet'

ooc 000 coo


