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going on to keep you entertalned so lt
no t  a  chore .

--ooOoo--

The cold weather is catching up wlth
another reason to enjoy ny birdwateh
l i t t Ie bi t  longer as the birds dis l i
I  do .  Then I  choose my spot  w i th  ca
i t f  s warmer,  and l t  has to be a love
Creek always f i l ]s  that  b i} l ,  and. I
area. r l-eave my adventurlng farther afierd. for the sunmer.
John and I  had a real ly loveIy Easter by jo in ing the Chinehi l l_a Field
Natura l i s ts  a t ' the l r  camp on the  Aub
group and made sure that our stay wa
nainly ralned out but as the sun sta
set off for a small jaunt arouncl the
never beeh ln that  area of  the count
the fauna and fl"ora to be found. Th
with a var iety show conslst ing of  loeal  ta lent .  Despi te the cool
weather lt was an uproarlous interlude. Sunclay saw is at the Auburn
River National Park. fhis ls a very tiny park-where the Aubu"o--nin""
r}?y" through a smal-l gorg_e. The rock f6rnation is reairy 

-it 
l .".gtrog

Y-ith great boulclers e_verJnrhere and the Auburn trlckllng uiraer and over ..the rocks to forrn refreshing- swimming holes. It was a peaceful, rnlnd- Jrefreshlng day: We arrlved back at camp wlth enough tifre for J5hn-"rra "
I to take_a quiet stroll along the banks of the AuSurn where we were
camped..  The maJest lc t rees and the
ancl  we saw a var lety of  b l rds;  Whlte
Jacky Wlnter, Rufous Whl.stler, Sealy
I t t t le Cuckoo-shr ike,  Str ipecl  Honeye
crestei l  Cockatoo to name some. Moncl
take a quick trlp to a large dam on
I hope you al l  hacl  as pleasant a hol lc lay as ourgelves.

lesley Beaton, Ed. i tor

--oo0oo--

WORtrD ENVIRONMENT DAY
Toowoomba w111 celebrate l{orld Envlronment Day at Plcnlc polnt on the
Jrcl  June. We have been invl ted.  to part le lpatE" B!rd.  walks 

"round 
thel

viclnlty have been organlssd fgl_ eaily tn ttre morning. l ispiiyJ-iron v
many l l terested. associat lons w111 be set up f rom 10.d0 an. "We woufa
lPPreclate some help fron our members to opeTate our small diepiay.
Consldering the success of our stand at the Hotby rn' $raft Sn6* i le
feel lt ls of gr_eat importance to- keep. ourselves- before tfre puUif c
eye. Phone Marllyn lf you can help out on Sund.ay:-

10 .00  am.  12  noon
12  noon  -  2 .0O pm.

2 ,O0 pm.  { .00  pm.
There w111 be nany thlngs
shoulcl be a fun tlne ancl

GRXDN WATqH ?IANT SAIE
The p-Ian! g"1g was hlghly successful, ralsing about $l 000 for thewa"terh*nd ,habitat.

- -ooOoo--
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xllOCnetHIC PRIZE

.dongratulatlons to Ray VilJoen for submitting
/  in the Green Week compet i t ion.  Anyone who saw

print woulcl thoroughly agree with the jud.ges.

the winning photograph
the Rufous Fantail

- -ooOoo--

AN OWIING STORY

Recently the plague of crickets enticed. a Frogmouth to partake of the
many, attracted. to the l ights along the awning of a tlny raj. lway
stat ion.  Ihe'ow1i s i t t ing on the edge of  the cement plat fo:m af ter
having heartl ly d.inect, was reluetant to f1y at the approach of a
il iesel. However, a slight miscalculation resuLtecl in one owl flapplng
madly between the statlon wall and. the nolsy, shiny aluminlun wheat
wagons runbling a1ong. This wiley olt l bird decided the only eol-ld
ancl safe perch was the head of the attend.ing nlght officer who walkecl
some 10 paces, with an owl where a cap should. have been, to carefully
persuad.e lt to fly past the entl of the bull-ding to safety. Some clays
later the results of strong sharp claws coulcl sti l l  be felt each time

'\_. coxob passed. that way.

Jim Corbin
- -ooOoo--

NOT JUST BIRD}IATCHING

If we followecl the Chinese system of namlng the year after some specles
of the anlrnal worlcl I think we would be justif ied in nanlng thls year
in honour of the spicler. It woulfl be interesting to lorow if the same
over-abund.ance to the nor"nal was oecurrlng Australia wlcie. It ls
certainly ln evii lence ln the environs of Brisbane ancl up to 100los
outside. f  f i rst  became aware of  the infestat ion,  i f  that  ls  the
eorrect term, when visit ing a frienil in New Fam Just before Chrlstmas"
In hie gard.en were two cltrus trees about two metres apart ancl en
route to the Hil ls hoist, ft seemed. that because it was a hrrman
passageway they had spun their webs over head height purposefully.
No:mal1y it coulcl be expected to see at least one web ancl splder in
such a situatlon, but there were sj.x or seven large englneerlng

, 
'pnders in very close, parallel proxirnlty, and each web occupierl by a

'Yeasonably large spid.er with a leg spreacl of about 8-10ens. fhe
speeies of  spic ler  whloh seems most prevalent 1n thls populat lon
exploslon has brlght shlny thinnish legs whlch alternate ln sectlons
of colour from yellow ochre to a d.ark rlch reslnous brown, and. an
oversize abclomen of a dull blue-grey gun-netal hue.

In recountlng ny bird. stories to a spid.er-lovlng friend f was inforred
the species is cal1ed Nephl l ia.  Al though i t  was spel t  out  for  ne I
feel it should be queriG?l-?Til-no doubt I nore knowied.gable person ln
these matters can put i t  to r lght .

The spider connectj.on with blrd.watchlng took plaee on a friend r s
property Just outside Jinboonba. I saw a bird. go lnto a tree
eonsii lerlng it to be a Strlped Honeyeater or Ollve-backed. Oriole whlch
are very numerous in the area. l lhen I got ny binooulars on it I
total ly forgot about ldent i fy ing l t  as my j .nterest 'was taken solely
by the fact  that  i t  had caught a large spid.er,  a lmost as large, i t
seemedr oe l ts own heacl .  Rather l ike eeabirds wl th caught f lsh ly ing
laterally between the mand.iblesr it was see-sawing lts head. and
qulckly opening and shutting its beak in an encleavour to reposltion
!h".spid.er so that it would. go down lts throat heail f irst. Sud.ilenly
in the struggle the spii ler was able to escape but sometlme prior to-
doing so had at tached. i ts s i lken cord to the bird.r  s lower mani l ib le,
so the spid.err s quiclc d.escent eame to a sudd.en halt about two metres
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NOT JUST BIRD}'IATCHING CONTID

clown. The blrd was totally perplexed having this weight attached to its
b111 and in jerk ing to f ree i tsel f  only causecl  moxe confusion as the
spli ler bobbed. up ancl clown at the end. of its coril. Having escapecl
almost certain death I found it rather amusing that the spii ler began
to asceni l  i ts  cord.  back to the bird. ,  but  the eplsod.e came to an end
when the spld.erts corcl  e i ther broke or i t  declded to bai l  out  wi th in
lOcm from the birdts beak. As the splder fe l I  to earth the bird.  mad.e
a clesperate insid.e loop cutrre to catch lt but lt would. appear the
splcler won the clay.
Whilst staying wlth other friend.s on a property outsid.e Kalbar near
Boonah we made it a hablt to glance at two young Bunya Sines growing
close to the house. In it a pai-r of Zebra tr ' inehes were nesting. We
were setting out for a w€Ik to do some rbirdlngr when we noticed thls
snalL fled.gllng hanging heail d.ownwards and. clesparately trying to
escape from the spiderr s web nesh that was holtl ing it sro fi:mly. With
the aid of a taIl fr iend ancl an even taller plastlc tube we were able
to get the tiny bird safely to the ground. Its heatt ancl beak, legs
and tail feathers were inextricably entwlned. in the very sticlcy and
very strong sl1k. We carefully removed it all by patlence on both 6;
sid.bs. fhls tf"V 5cm fled.glin! was almost exhau-stia and. we pfac"a ftV
on a betl of straw on the roof near lts nest and on the return from
our walk lt was not in evii lence. We chose to think it hact recoverecl
ancl. returned. to its nest.

My spld.er lovlng friencl l-nfo:med me that in all likllhood the spid.er
would have attacked. the bird when it had become totalJ-y exhausted and
kil led lt antl. usecl. it as food. as lt d.oes wlth other prey.

Roy Beaton
--ooOoo--

CI,TTB BAGS

t{e have mad.e some very nlee shoulder bags, fu1ly llned, with the club
logo on them. They are suitable for carrying your bJ.noculars, a bird
book and a packet of sanclwiches. In ord.er to ralse some functs they
are being soltl at $4.00 each. [here ls a llnlted number as thls lb
only a trial offer, so please ord.er now!
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FIIM E1MNING

--oo0oo--

A fi1x0 evenlng is belng organizecl for Tuesd.ay, 17th'filrns 
to be shown are unlrno*, but keep the b.6te in

Further details wil l be in next months news-sheet"
--ooOoo--

JuIy. As yet the
your cliary.

i\l

i1
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,.fMIP OUTING - TOOI.IOOMBA'S EASTERN ESCARPMENT 29.4.84.

Eleven members were tenpted. out on a fresh but fine autunn mornj-ng to
be greeted ancl  seen of f  f rom. Pigotts_ by Mari l l rn Jacobs, Club Presic lent ,
who would rejoin us Later.  A walk along parts of  the eastern escar?-
ment was rewarcled. by a variety of bird.s in goocl viewing conclit lons
with scarcely a leaf sti-rring,

Ihe top eorner of  Jubi lee Park,  in local  study area 7,  mai le an ideal
starti.ng place. Walking slowly d.own the track, where, in spite of
loolring up agalnst a bright skYr we quickly spottecl a female Golclen
Whistler and Rose Robin and. a number of honeyeaters. The antics of a
tail- less Grey Fantail which couldnrt qulte make the usual manoeu\rxes
kept us lntr igued for several-  minutes , . . . .  By what mischance hacl  he
or she Lost its beautiful fan? A Whlte-throatect [reecreeper oould be
easily observed, ancl l istened to close by and there was plenty of
activity high in the gun trees. Notlceable was a d.earth of wrens,
apart from the odd White-browed Scrubwren.

We next vleited Prlnce l lenry Driver thlnktng to make nerely a slow
elrlve with few stops, but soon found. that there were many goocl birtts
around starting wtih-a Variecl Tri l ler and female Regent bnd Satin

,, \owerbirds. Movlng on a member's sharp eye spotted. a tira of prey
\e1ow us following the contours of the Range. Could. lt be a Grey

Goshawk? A few mlnutes later another raptor, but no chance to verlfy
lclentif icatlon, and then a thirt l; a Collared Sparrowhawk; whlle the
brllI lant colour of a Variegatett Fairy-wren with its fanily could. be
seen ln the lantana beside the road,

A litt le further on we were pu zled by a slngle-note, mournful call,
comS.ng from below and frequently repeated. lesIey Beaton nanagecl to
call i t up by skilful mi.nicry. To our dellght lt was a Fan-talled
Cuckoo whlch soon came to glye us a close lnspection, later giving
lts more usual d.ownwarct trill and thus confimj-ng an earlier
suspeeted. l t lent i f lcat lon.
Having spent longer than anticipated. in Prince Henry Drlve we then
moved on directly to Marllyn ancl. Sand,yr s home further along the
escarpment for morning tea and were greeted by both of them and
Santlyts mother, Margo ?ottinger. Chairs set out ln reacLtness for a
welcome sit ln the sun ancl being treated. to home macle sultana d.anper
whi le we d. iscussed the morningrs s i t ings,  completet l  the occasion.

. louncling off a short but nost enjoyable morningr s birdwatching. Our
ahanks to Marll;rn and Sandy for their hospitallty.

Members:-  Joyce Bartenstein,  le*sIey Beaton, Ron & Elaine Box, Ron
Colpus, Jane & Jin Corbln,  Jog Deuble,  Glor la Glass,  Mari lyn Jacobs,
Margo & Sand.y Pottlnger, Ann & John Shore.

Bird l is t :  A,rea 1
Straw-necked. Ibis, Collared. Sparrowl
Fera1 Pigeon, Ga1ah, Pale-headed Ror
Kookaburra, Welcome Swallow, Varled
Whist ler ,  Rufous Whist ler ,  Grey Shr.
'Wagta11, Yarlegated Fai-ry-wren, Vilhl '
throatecl Warbler, Brown Thornbil l, Buff-runped. Thornbil l, Yellow-
1:unpe+ Ihornbll l, Whl,te-throatecl Treecreep€rr Blue-facetl Honeyeater,
lewlnrs Eoneyeg_tgrr_Yel low-Iaced Honeyeater,  White-throated Honeyeaier,
Eastern Splnebl l l ,  Scar let  Honeyeater,  Spotted Parclalote,  Str lat i :d
Earclalote,  Si lvereye, Rei l -browed. Firetal l ,  Star l lng,  Iv lSrnah, Sat ln
Bowerblrd. ,  Begent Bowerbird, ,  Magpie-Iark,  Grey Butcherblrdi  Magpie,
currawong, Crow. 

44 specj_es



6

FTEID OUTING CONT'D '
Bird l j -st :  A: :ea 4

--ooOoo--

MAY FTEID OUTING
Date l  Sunday,  2? th  May 1984
Assembly  Po ln t :  p lgo t ts  Car  park .

Rosel- la,  Golden
White-throated

Honeyeater ,  Sca:
Red-browed trirr

19  spec ies
Tota l  48  spec les

F i ' t -

- -ooOoo--

MM,IBERS ' BIRD NOTES
Black-necked Stork.  24.4.84. Cond.amine River,  Ki l larney. RGH.Chestnu t  Tea l .  25 .1 .84 .  l y t ton .  AHS.
Yugk Duck .  4 . j  .94.  Hood. I  i  lagoon. LHS .
col lared sparrowhawk. 1 '1 .3.g4; foowoomba Golf  c lub.  GG, AK.

t t  r r  t f  GG.rmba.  JCC,  JEC.
y Drlve . L,B.
el1a )_._ 24.4.84. Ki l larney. RGH J
. RGH.
o than/prescot t  S ts .  MJ,  Sp.

lopkngt plseon ( r ) . 27 .4.84: _ r"it"3i ilt"ftil":f,1"f;)rua. r'c.
.S_qg" t te r  P igeon .  21  .4 .94 .  He l idon .  MA.
Whl te -headed  P igeon  (Z ) .  18 .4 ,84 .  Foo t  o f  Mt  Kynoch ,  T rmba.  JEC.Azure  K lng f lsher .  29 .4 .g4 .  Cooby Dam.  JD.
No isy  P l t ta  .  7 .5 .94 .  Mt .  G lo r lo l s .  RGH.

MA:  Michaer  A tzen l ,  I ,B :  les ley_Beatonr_Jcc :  Jane corb ln ,  JEc ,  . r r ,corb ln ,  JDr  Joe Deub le ,  GG:-Glor la  G1ase,  RGHr  noa-Houso; ; -MJ: Marl lyn Jacobs, AKi Angera Ki lmari inr '  st ; -s inav pott inger,
AHS: Ann Shore.

--ooOoo--

ERRATI]M

Another mletake! Michael  sg{s we got a f i ls t  for  Queensland on lastmonthf s outlng-. Pl-ease coulh you 6orrect Fairy nein-wrrreh shouldhave read. l i t t le Iern.

PIace  t

Tlmez 7 .15  am.  fo r  d .epar tu re  a t  7 .30  am.  sharp .
Marilyn Jacobs wll l- be our 1eader and she wil l be taklng us to someof the lagoons_and sy_anpq lhat  sfre eovers in t f re-e.O.S. bird_count.These are malnly south 6f  Gatton.

--oo0oo--
NEW MIXVIBER

Another nember from farther afield, this ti.ne M1tchell.
Mrs  K .J .  Wh l te .  M i tche l ] .

- -oo0oo--


