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EDITORIAL

I f  th is  i ssue is  la te  in  a r r i v ing ,  I  apo log ize . ,  I  fee l  bad ly  about  i t  as  in
: r ,y  2 l l  years  as  ed i to r ,  th is  i s  the  f i rs t  tLme an issue has  no t  been de l i vered
t o  a l l  m e m b e r s  b e f o r e  o u r  n o n t h l y  o u t i n g .

There  is  a  reason fo r  th j -s  de lay ,  and i t  i s  ne .  A t  the  las t  Annua l  Genera l
Meet ing ,  I  dec l ined to  re - lominate  as  Ed i to r  because o f  work  commi tnents  in
1984.  I  was  persuaded to  car ry  on ,  and my work load has  go t  the  be t te r  o f  neo
Another  p rob lem tha t  has  ar isen  th is  year  i s  tha t  I  ge t  excru t ia t ing  backaches
f ron  typ ing .  I rm not  a  typ is t  by  p ro fess ion  and I  f J -nd  tha t  par t  o f  the  job

d i f f i cu l t  and t ime comsuming.

iu ia r i l yn  very  k ind ly  typed the  issue th is  month .  She rea l l y  doesnr t  have the
t i rne  e i ther .  I t  has  been supggested  tha t  i f  soneone was w i l l i ng  to  type  the
ar t i c les  and o ther  i tems,  then I  cou ld  cu t  and pas te  these to  make up  the
i s s u e .  T h i s ,  I  a m  q u i t e  h a p p y  t o  d o .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  n e e d  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  ( 7 )
peop le  to  do  the  typ ing  so  tha t  the  task  can be  shared and does  no t  becone
too  onerous .  V je  a re  ca l l ing  fo r  vo lun teers !  P lease??

gnto  a  l igh ter  no te  -  our  C lub  B inocu la r  Bags  have been se l l ing  weI l .  We
have on ly  f i ve  bags  le f t .  I v io re  bags  have been nade and on ly  need the  s i l k -
s c r e e n  m o t i f .

Les Iey  Beaton ,  Ed i to r

- -ooOoo- -

WORLD ENVIRONMENTDAY ACTIVITIE€ - JUNC J, 1984

Bi rd  C lub  members  ou tnunbered v is i to rs  on  the  spec ia l  B i rdwatch ing  WaIk  o r -
gan ized as  the  in i t ia l  ac t l v i t y  fo r  th is  year rs  Wor ld  Env i ronnent  Day.  On a
per fec t  morn ing  i t  was  d isappo in t ing  to  have on ly  I  v is i to rs  tu rn  up  fo r  the
8:OO aru walk around the Picnic Point &r€e.o I t  was a colorful  out ing with
numerous King Pamots, a male Mist letoebird and a paJ-r of  Variegated Wrens
bein6 the highl ightsl  and an enjoyable t ime hraa had by Ron and E1aine Box,
J i ra  and Jane Corb in ,  Michae l  A tzen i ,  Les ley  Beaton ,  Ann Shore  and myse l f .
Spec ies  seen were :  S t raw-necked Ib is ,  Sca ly -breas ted  Lor ikee t ,  K lng  Par ro t ,
Pa le -headed Rose l la ,  Kookabur ra ,  B lack- faced Cuckoo-shr ike ,  Whipb i rd ,  Var ie -
ga ted  Wren,  No isy  Miner ,  Lewinrs  Honeyeater ,  Ye l1ow- faced Honeyearer ,  M ie t le -
toeb i rd ,  Spot ted  and St r ia ted  Parda lo te ,  O l ive-backed Or io le ,  Sat in  Bowerb i rdo-
Grey  and P ied  Butcherb i rd t  Magp ie t  P ied  Cur rawong and Crow.

From lO:OOam to 4:OOpm, four rnembers manned a srnalI  display and answered
quer ies  on  b i rde  o f  the  Toowoomba area .  Many thanks  to  Michae l  A tzen i ,
Angela Ki lmart in and Sandy Pott inger for helping to nake the day d r€d6on-
ab le  succeEs even though the  tu rnout  fo r  the  day  was fa i r l y  sna I l .

Mari lyn Jacobs

- -ooOoo- -

FIL}I EVENING

Due to  venue prob lems,  the  f i lm even ing  w i l l  nor+  be  he ld  on  Monday.  2o th
A.ugus t  ( ins tead o f  Ju ly  L7  as  prev ious ly  ind ica ted) ,  aL  Tz lO in  the  MEin
Room of  the  Toowoonba Educat ion  Cent re ,  Baker  S t ree t .  Bob Doru ico t t  o f  the
Toowoomba Cin6  Soc ie ty  w i l l  be  showing two o f  h is  own f i funs .  r r l s land In -
vadersr r  i s  about  Noddy Terns  on  Heron Is1and,  wh i le  t rH ide  and Seekr r  shows
how Bob f i lms  b i rds  and o ther  w i l -d l i fe .  Both  these f i lms  are  shor t ;
approx imate ly  15  -  18  mj -nu tes  eacho Member  p lease br ing  a  p la te .

- -ooOc io- -



-3 -

A ]JIRDERI S EARLY IVIORNING DILEM]"IA

t 'he  bed has  never  been more  comfor tab le  as  you l ie  there  reve l l ing  in  the

warmth  yourve  genera ted  dur ing  a  b l i ss fu l  s lumber .  Your  e ider  down is  snug

arounc l  your  t t " " t  rh i le  your  head is  in  in t imate  un i ty  w i th  your  bes t  f r iend  -

your  p i l low!  Outs ide  your  roomr  a  new day  is  hera lded by  unp leasant  no ises  -

tne  d ishwasher  be ing  un loaded,  mob l le  cars f  a  chat te r  in  the  s i l ky  oaks .  They

fa l l  on  non-comprehend ing  ears .  Therers  tha t  cha t te r  aga in .  A  sp l i t  second

la te r  your re  ou i  o f  bed,  sc rewing  your  knuck fes  in to  your  heavy  eye l ids  and

grop ing  fo r  b inocu la rs  s imu l taneous ly .  Those fa i th fu l  neurones  have f ina l l y

re layea the  nessage to  your  b ra in  tha t  there fs  a  s t range b i rd  ou ts ide .  Per -

haps  a  yard  I  f i r s t r  !

A  qu ick ,  b lu r red  g lance ou t  the  w indow revea ls  the  leopard  t ree  is  in  your

* "y .o  i t r r  a  spr in t  down the  ha l lway  and ou t  the  back  door  in  your  r ja rn iesr

and bare  fee t  o i r to  a  f reez ing  lawn,  a I I  the  wh i le  p ray ing  the  b l igh ter  hasnr t

gone.  you hear  the  ca l1 .  rG1ass  i t . r  Noth ing !  Your  lenses  have fogged up .

A nad rub  w i th  your  s ing le t  and the  bLrd  l -s  eventua l l y  iden t i f ied  as  a  Ye l row

Thornb i l l .  Not  a  very  common b i rd  in  town,  bu t  was  i t  wor th  the  e f fo r t?

Wel l ,  I  be l ieve  many readers  have had s in i l ia r  exper iences  and w i l l  agree

wj - th  me tha t  i t  ie  wor th  the  e f fo r t .  In  fac t ,  your  yard  and loca l  ne ighbor -

hood can churl  ofr  qui te a fer.r  species of birds and this l l -et  ie an interest-

ing  one to  na in ta in .

our place i-s si tuated on the western slde of Toowoonba and is not unduly

in f luenced by  the  presence o f  the  escarprnent .  However ,  I  have recorded the

fo l low ing :  C icadabLrd ,  Rose Rob in ,  Sat in  F lyca tcher ,  Scar le t  Honeyeater t

Lewinr s Honeyeater ani Spangled Drongo which are al l  nore typlcal  birds of

eas tern  and southern  par ts  o f  Toowoonba.  Wl thout  fa l1 t  Rufous  Fanta i le t

Grey  Fanta i l s ,  Rufous  Whis t le rs ,  Leaden F lyca tchers  and Whi te - th roa ted

Gerygones pass  th rough each year .  The drought  a  few year6  ago a t t rac ted

"p" t ie r  
such 

"s  
the  Red-capped Rob in  and Sp iny-cheeked Honeyeater .

s ince  ]g?g,  I  have recorded ?J  spec iee  in  ny  yard  and ad jo in ing  yards  and

I r rn  s t i l l  hopefu l  I  can  nake the  century .  Where  wou ld  we I  t i ckerer  be

wi thout  l i s ts  such as  theset  Other  in te res t ing  b i rds  6een a t  hone are :

L i t t1e  t )ag le ,  Fuscous  Honeyeater ,  Fores t  K ing ; f i sher ,  Rufous  Song lark t

Sh in ing  Bronze-cuckoo,  Bru lh  Cuckoo,  Whi te -w inged Tr l l le r  andGoldenWhis t le r .

Mlchae l  A tzen i

- -ooooo- -

rlnlu OAy RnpOnt - lOcxynn Vlllgy Wrrlil{OS. Uty Z?' 1984

!, leven members and one visi tor were treated to a f ine day of birdwatching

wi th  ?Z spec ies  seen a t  !  d i f fe ren t  water  hab i ta ts .  The f i rs t  s top t

Kar raschts  Oan,  was coo l  even fo r  the  b i rds  and the  usua l  p ro l i f i c  var ie ty

was no t  in  ev idenceo P ink-eared Duck  and Ground Cuckoo-shr l -kee  were  the

h igh l igh ts .  An unexpected  s top  a t  Lockyer  Creek  under  the  Gat ton  ra i lway

UriAge yieldecl  , rr . t"r-o,ru smal l  birde plue a pair  of  azur^e kingf lehera'  The

group then proceeded to  Co les  Road Swanp fo r  a  we lcome cuppa and br isk  sa lee

or  t t r "  s ty l i sh  and prac t ica l  shou lder  bags  nade by  Peggy Beaton .  Because

of  the  var ie ty  o f  swarnp,  open water ,  pas ture  and bueh hab i ta t  a t  th ie  loca t -

ion ,  many d i f fe ren t  b i rd€ i  can  be  seen '

Jahnkers  Swanp proved to  be  too  overgrown w l th  water  p lan ts  to  war ren t  a

serious birding etop, so we found our way back through Gatton to the l ' l t .

Sy lv ia  tu rno f f  and iwo water  hab i ta ts  new to  the  c lub .  Bryant re  Lagoon

*r,a tnu old Ropeley Rd. swamp both proved to be peaceful-  and pj-cturesquet

w i th  qu i te  a  gooa ia r ie ty  o f  water  b i rds .  The obv ioue h lgh l lgh t  was  the

s igh t ing  o f  B iue-w inged Shove l le re  a t  bo th  loca t ions .

p lembers  p resent :  Ron Co lpus ,  Joe  Deub le ,  G lor ia  G lass  and f r tendt  } la r l l yn

Jacobss  Sanc ly  and Margo Pot t inger ,  Ann and Cra ig  Shore ,  Mar tyn  Sutc l i f fe t

A ina  and Chr is t ine  TuPPura inen.
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Spec ies  L is t :  Lockyer  Va l ley .We. ! . }?+ds .  Great  Ores ted  Grebet  L i t t le  Grebe,

f f i p i e a C o r m o r a n t ' W h i t e - f a c e d H e r o n ' C a t t I e , G r e a t a n d I n t e r -
ned ia te  Egre t ,  Whi te  and St raw-necked Ib is ,  B lack  Swan,  B lack  Duck t  Grey

Tea- I ,  B lue-w inged Shove l le r ,  P ink-eared,  Whi te -eyed and Wood Duck t  B lack-
shou ldered K i te ,  Kes t re l ,  Dusky  Moorhen,  Swamphent  Coot ,  Jacana,  Masked
p lover ,  Red-kneed Dot te re l ,  F ied  St i l t ,  Fera l  P igeonr  Spot ted  Tur t ledovet
Bar -shou ldered Dove,  Cres ted  P igeon,  Ga lah ,  Sca ly -breas ted  Lor ikee t r  Cock-

a t ie l ,  pa le -headed Rose l la ,  l -an- ta i led  Cuckoo,  Azure  K ing f isher t  Kookabumat
Whi te -backed and Welcome Swal low,  P ip i t ,  B lack- faced Cuckoo-shr ike ,  Ground
Cuckoo-shr ike ,  Jacky  Wi "n te r ,  Rufous  Whis t1er ,  Grey  Fanta i l t  Wl l1 ie  Wagta i l t

Grey-c rowned Babb ler ,  C ie t i co la ,  Suberb  BIue  Wren,  Whi te -browed Scrubwren,
Weeb i l1 ,  Whi te - th roa ted  Warb le r ,  Ye l low- rumped Thornb i l l t  No isy  and L i t t le

Fr ia rb i rd ,  No isy  Miner ,  Brown Honeyeater ,  S t r ia ted  Parda lo te r  S i l vereyet
Sparrow, Zebra and Double-barred Finch, Star1ing, Mynahr Ol ive-backed
Or io le ,  F igb i rd ,  Magp ie- Ia rk ,  Grey  and P ied  Butcherb i rd r  Magp ie ,  Cur rawong,
C r o w .  o )  a ./d Dpecie6. Mari1Jn_Jacglg

- -ooOoo- -

MEI,iBEiiSI BIRD NOTI]S

Glossy  B lack  Cockatoo
L i t t le  Lor ikee t
Turquo ise  Par ro t
Red-winged Par ro t
Ground Cuckoo-shrike
Hooded Rob in
Southern  Whi te face
Brown Treecreeper
Diamond Firetai l

T h e  S u n b i r d .

I l r imb i r ra .

(2 )  26 .5 .84
taeter,  |  84

l f

?.4 .84
Easter r84

Goomburra
Sundown NPk.

t l

t l
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t l

I t
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l" l ,  Atzeni
G. Glass, A. Ki lnart ln
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via Granthan G0, AK
G. Glaes, A Ki lnart in
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PUB],ICATIONS RECEIVED

The B i rd  Observer .  MaJ and June 1984

The Darl ing Downs Natural j -st . May and June L9B4 (news le t te r  o f  the
Toowoonba Field Natural ist  CIub)

The Darl ing Downs Natural ist  Journal. June 1984

Queens land Orn i tho log ica l  Soc ie ty  News le t te r . l"lay and ,June 1984

D e c e m b e r  1 9 8 ]  ( q . O . S .  . l o u r n a l )

Apri}  and May, 1984 (chinchi l la Field Natural istsr Club
news le t te r  )

- -ooOoo- -

JUNE FIELD OUTING

Date :  Sunday .  June  24 th .  1q84

Assernbly  Point :  P igot t rs  Car  Park

T i n e i  ? z I 5 a n f o r  d e p a r t u r e  a t  7 : J O  s h a r p .  A L S O T

9:OOam at  Cunn inghanrs  Gap;  the  f i rs t  le f t -hand p icn ic  a rea  on  the
Warwick side -  for morning tea.

Michae l  A tzen i  i s  the  leader l  and fo r  those who w ish  to  go  fu r ther  a f ie ld t
he  w i l l  con t inue on  to  Moogerah Dam for  lunch.

Pl,ace: Cunninehant s GaD/Mo
Dan

- -ooOoo- -


