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As a  supp lement  to  the  Q.O.S.  nes l -e t te r  th is  month  eame an ad .ver t -
i sement -  io r  a  b i rdwatch ing  week a t  Carnarvon Nat iona l  Park .  I
c l rool  as I  read. the programrne spot l ight ing,  audlo v isual  ident-
i f l ca t ion ,  photograPhY,  b i rdbanc l ingr  e te .

But ,  V i lHEN? ? th  -  l l th  October :  UGH!  Zap.go  a ly  ideas  I  had o f
par t l c ipa t lng .  Be ing  a  teacher  I  must  ho l iday  c tu r ing  sehoo l
i raca t ions .  Many o f  these recrea t iona l  courses  are  ou ts ide  tha t
t ime.

The RAOU runs some part : i  cular ly goocl  ones at  thelr  Bird Observat-
o r ies  and they ' re  e ionomlca l l y  p r iced . .  C?t  I  ge t  to  any  o f  then?
Not  a  sp ider ts  wh isper  o f  a  chance.  I rd  love  to  a t tend one on  b i rd .
s tuc l ies -a t  Ro tamahr -V i , c to r ia .  Tha t ts  ln  the  f i r s t  week  o f  the
Spr ing  vaeat ion ,  aga in  I  m iss  ou t  as  teachers  have to  work  fo r  the
f i rst- three clays ana the course ls only four c lays long.

My spir i ts are not dampened, ancl  I rm eager ly await lng t le announce-
m-ent -  o f  the  December  courses .  . . . . .  They  do  have some in  December ,
c ion'  t  they?

Members j -nterestecl  in any of  these courses should contact  ne for
more  ln fo rmat ion .

Iresley Beatonr_ Editor
--oo0oo--
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EDITORIA I

N e w Toowoomba B i rd

24L SPOTLESS CRAKE (Porzana tabuensis) 8 .  8 .  84

In  c reek ,  abou t  5  km eas t  o f  W i lhco t t  on  Spa- I reda le  Road ,
Pa t  McConne l l ,  M ichae l  A tzen i .

Dark  g rey  underpa r t s ;  da rke r  upperpa r t s ;  p ink - red  l egs ;  b r i gh t
red  eye ;  da rk  g rey i sh  b i l l .  Ex t reme ly  sec re t i ve ,  bu t  ve ry  voca l
when  tape  reco rd ing  o f  t he i r  ca l l  was  p layed ,  a  s ing le  sha rp  no te
be ing  t he  mos t  common  ca l l .  (See  a r t i c l e . )

A CREEK FULL OF CRAKES

Fo l l ow ing  up  a  I ' c rake - l i ke "  ca l l  hea rd  by  Pa t  McConne l l  a t  t he
above  l oca t i on  two  days  ea r l i e r ,  Pa t  and  I  v i s i t ed  the  reed - f i l l ed
c reek  a rmed  w i th  a  tape  reco rd ing  o f  t h i s  spec ies '  ca l l ,  bu t  no t
hav ing  much  fa i t h  t ha t  t h i s  ve ry  sma l l  and  sec re t i ve  b i rd  was  the
'owner '  o f  t he  ca l l  Pa t  had  hea rd  p rev ious l y .

To  ou r  su rp r i se ,  t he  b i rds  responded  to  the  ca l1 ,  bu t  i t  t ook  abou t
45  m inu tes  be fo re  we  ob ta ined"ou r  f i r s t  g l impse .  To  ob ta in  be t te r
v iews we p laced the recorder  on reeds where cat t le  had pUshed
th rough .  Th i s  mean t  t he  c rake  had  to  pass  ove r  a  f l a t t ened  sec t i on
of  the reed bed when checking the source of  the record ing.  l i [e
ob ta ined  seve ra l  g l impses  o f  t h i s  sec re t i ve  b i rd  as  i t  da r ted  f rom
one  sec t i on  o f  cove r  t o  ano the r .  A t  l eas t  t en  d i f f e ren t  b i rds  were
heard  ca l l i ng  i n  t he  t ime  we  were  the re .

Wi thou t  ou r  t ape  reco rd ing ,  i t  i s  un l i ke l y  we  wou ld  have  seen  th i s
seldom-observed species.  However  one wonders iust  how common they
possib ly  are,  and fur ther :more how long they have been present  in
th i s  a rea .



we cer ta in ly  p lan to  survey other  reedy areas in  the Toowoomba/
He l i don  reg ion ,  and  to  check  any  success fu l  a reas  regu la r l y .  The
probab i l i t y  t ha t  o the r  spec ies  such  hs  the  Aus t ra l i an  (Spo t ted )
c rake  and  Lew in ' s  Ra i l ,  no t  ye t  on  the  Toowoomba  B i rd  c lub  l i s t ,
a re  i n  t he  a rea  has  i nsp i red  an  eagerness  to  f i nd  these  spec ies .
Pa t  i s  cu r ren t r y  o rgan is ing  a  tape  reco rd ing  o f  t he  Lew in ' s  Ra i l
t h rough  f r i ends  i n  B r i sbane .

Anyone  in te res ted  i n  see ing  the  Spo t less  Crake  shouLd  con tac t  me
on  35  9433 .

Michael Atzeni

- -oo0oo--

HE RON COLPUS MEMORIAL TIBRARY

A CREEK FUII OI' CRAKES CO}ITI D

Af te r  the  recent  death  o f  menber
d o n a t e d  R o n r s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b i r d
C l u b .  O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  C 1 u b ,  I
e rous  g i f t .  Les ley  has  covered
wil l -  nake use of thls Library.
and rneet ings  where  members  w i l l
T i t l e s  i n c l u d e :

Aust ra l ian .

A F ie ld  Gu ide  to  Aus t ra l ian  B i rds
A F ie ld  Gu ide  to  Aus t ra l ian  B i rds
Comple te  Book o f  Aus t ra l ian  B i rd t ,
What  B i rd  i s  That?  -  No Cay ley
Aust ra l ian  Bush B i rds  -  H"  Frauca
Fo l iage B i rds  -  G.  M.  Adams
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Ron Colpus, his sons Tony and Pat have
and na ture  books  to  the  Toowoomba B i rd

wish  to  thank  Ronrs  fanL ly  fo r  the i r  gen-
the  books  and i t  i s  hoped tha t  rnenbers
Various books wi l l  be brought to out inge
have the  oppor tun i ty  to  bomow then.

Indlan

I  -  P .  S la te r
f I  -  P .  S la te r
-  R e a d e r r s  D i g e s t

The Book of Indian
Bl-rds - S. All.

Anina]' Life - Bhatt

B i r d  W o n d e r e  o f  A u s t r a l i a  -  A . H .  C h i s h o l m
- ! rds  o f  V ic to r ia :  The Rangee -  Gou ld  League
\astral ian Waterfowl
lo la te r  B i rds  o f  Aus t ra l i .a  -  G.  Beru ldsen
Aust ra l ian  Nature  Stud ies  -  J .  A .  Leach

Grey  Headed A lba t ross  (mounted  co lo r  photo)

Mar i l yn  Jacobs ,  Pres ident

- -ooOoo--

T , :  F 1  i c l ' . . r r i ,  i e  i r i s  a r t i c l e ,  i n  t l r c  J , n q ?
s t a ; '  o f  2  d a y s  i : r  ' ,  l n r c , s t  i r r t y  l - c l c ; : I i . t y  " i
j r r . i  r t g  g11 f  f , c  t - i  r c l - u ,e t . l h .  ,  f h r - ;  b i r l . c r - : ' t y  o i
ure urerc s ta; , '  j  ng,  g; :ve r - rs  . rbni - r t  / l [ , r  h  !  r r , { r . .  r
l l he : : s ' . r . r t  Cc r - . ; ca l - r  f l r r nded  Rr l l , : i n r  B r ; - ' l r r i r j  11y

" "  3 1 .  L u c i  a  Q o r : r  r . , t ;  5  C i r ; s t c d  H a , . r , k s  i  l
'r l '  :-r L;a r l<i: d c.l r .

Br i t ieh

Han1yn Gulde to Birds of
B r i t a i n & E u r o p e - B r u u n

The Bird TabLe Book - Soper
Br i t i sh  B i rds :  Thrushee &

Blackbirde - Wll let t
B j . rds  &  TheLr  Young (P layer )
Natura l  H is to ry  o f  the

Garden - M. Chlnery

19A4  I ' l eu rs . l e t t . r . r ,  J  [ r a r re  f  c .und  tha t  a
' ' u i r ' r s  o r i r r '  B b ( r l t  l 0  h i r d s  r i r i  t h o u t  z r c t r _ r a r l I y

r r i y  : : r t r r ! t s  t r n i  L  i  r r  3 t .  I  r t c i  a ,  E r i s l ' : ane  r  r t i l - , € r . e
i n c l - u d i r r g  R : : i n l r r - r i i r  i l e r : - [ a ' ; e r : s ,  3 l a c k  t l i f t e r n ,

l , ( j  t i : : :  a i i r r j  , . r  l ; l r r : :  t  , r u ; , . ] k  u L r  t h p  l o c a l  t t V j  l l a g e t t
a  h i  LL -1 . ;  g roup  -  r - r ne  p { l r t ; , - :C  on  t l r e  roo l '  r ack

PIGCI i :  3F-r ,T i - ' i ' l
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NOTES fTom "ROSENEATH"

I n  January  o f  t h i s  yea r ,  I  mar r i ed  B ruce  and  se t t l ed  i n to  fa rm ing
l i f e  sou th -wes t  o f  P i t t swor th .  A t  t he  same t ime  we  became members
o f  t he  B i rd  C lub  and  s ta r ted  tak ing  no t i ce  o f  t he  b i rds  i n  ou r  c lose r
home-b Iock  a reas .

He re  i s  a  sho r t  l i s t  o f  t he  b i r ds  we ' ve  seen  t h i s  yea r  ( 1984 ) .  Some
are  v i s i t o rs  and  o the rs  a re  pe rmanen t  dwe1 le rs .

' ,  Pac i f i c  He ron  (? ) ,  Wh i t e - f aced
r i s  ( seasona l ) ,  RoYa l  SPoonb i l l ,
l uck *  ,  Pac i f  i c  B lack  Duck (? ) ,
r r hen (? ) ,  Masked  LaPw ing* ,  C res ted
rcka too* ,  Pa le -headed  Rose l l a ,

Ha r r i e r (? ) ,  Aus t ra l i an  Kes t re l ,  L i t t I e  Eag Ie (? ) ,  Sw l f t  Pa r ro t ( ? ) ,
pheasan t  Couca l * ,  Ba rn  Owl * ,  Tawny  F rogmou th* ,  Laugh ing  Kookabur ra .

passe r i ne  B lack - f aced  Cuckoo -sh r i ke * ,  W i l l i e  Wag ta i l * ,  No i sy  M ine r * ,
DouETtE  r red  F inch* ,  Common Mynah* ,  Grey  Bu tche rb i rd * ,  P ied  Bu tche r -
b i rd * ,  Aus t ra l i an  Magp ie * ,  P ied  Cur rowong* ,  To r res ian  Crow* .

*  Pe rmanen t  dwe l l e rs  |  ( ?  )  Unsu re  s igh t i ngs .
Di  Muirhead

- -ooOoo--

OUTING to WITHCOTT NORTH 22 July  7984

"C loudy ,  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  m i s t "  was  t he  repo r t  f r om Wi thco t t  as  f ou r  o f
us f rom fog-bound Toowoomba,  wi th  Pi t tswor th members Diane and Bruce
Mu i rhead ,  ga the red  a t  P igo t t s  ca r -pa rk  fo r  ou r  mon th l y  ou t i ng .

We  we re  j o i ned  i n  W i thco t t ,  w i t h  f i g -b i r ds  ca l l i ng  nea rby ,  by  Ann
Shore  and  he r  F rench  Godson ,  Marc  Esp i ta l i e ,  d t  Ann ' s  house  i n  Jones
Road  fo r  he r  t o  l ead  us  to  some o f  he r  f avou r i t e  l oca l  haun ts .  As
gen t le  ra in  was  by  then  fa l l i ng ,  i t  was  a  good  day  to  tes t  ou t  ou r
Ed i to r ' s  asse r t i on  tha t  b i rd -wa tch ing  i n  showery  wea the r  can  be
reward ing .

We se t  o f f  a long  Jones  Road ,  and  tu rned  i n to  Oaky  Creek  Road ,  s topp ing
to  wa tch  Wood  Duck  g raz ing  i n ' a  d ry - i sh  g rassy  paddock ,  t he i r  l ong
dark necks craning up to  see what  the d is turbance was.  Pale-headed
Rose l l as  were  feed ing  the re  too ,  and  Grey -c rowned  Babb le rs  were  hea rd ,
to  be  con f i rmed  w i th  s igh t i ngs  l a te r  i n  seve ra l  p laces .

G i t t i ns  Road  was  a l so  exp lo red ,  a long  Ga t ton  Creek  w i th  i t s  sands tone
nor the rn  bank .  A  good  number  o f  b i rds  were  seen ,  no tab l y  a  Wh i te - faced
i {e ron  i n ten t  on  feed ing  i n  t he  s t ream,  a  Rose  Rob in  w i th  h i s  b reas t
pa r t l y  p ink ,  a  Kes t re l  pe rched  i n  a  dead  t ree ,  a  pa r t y  o f  Va r ied
S i te l l as  feed ing  as  they  moved  qu i ck l y  t h rough  the  t ree - tops .  And  a
puzzLe  fo r  t he  "expe r t s "  -  was  i t  a  Wh ip -b i rd  ca l l i ng ,  o r  d id  tha t
' p ing '  a t  t he  end  o f  t he  ca l l  i nd i ca te  a  m im ick ing  Grey  Shr i ke - th rush?
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FIETD DAY REPORT CONTID

Back  to  the  fou r -ways  aga in ,  t h i s  t ime  tu rn ing  up  the  con t i nua t i on  o f
Jones  Road ,  t o  go  to  Lo r ra ine  and  John  Wi l son ' s  p lace  fo r  morn ing  tea .
Lorra ine la ter  led us a long mown and raked "creep-up-on-em" paths
th rough  the i r  bush ,  bu t  sad  to  say  we  d idn ' t  f i nd  the  two  f rogmou ths
she  had  wa tched  on l y  the  day  be fo re .  However ,  a round  the i r  house
the re  were  many  sma l1  b i rds  -  Jacky  Win te rs ,  Grey  Fan ta i l s ,  Speck led
Warb le rs ,  Ye l l ow- rumped  and  Bu f f - rumped  Thornb i l l s ,  Wh i te - th roa ted
Gerygones ,  Ru fous  Wh is t l e r ,  w i th  ca l l s  o f  Fan - ta i l ed  Cuckoo  and  Sh in ing
Bronze -Cuckoo  to  add  to  ou r  l i s t ,  and  a  Ye l l ow-b i l l ed  Spoonb i l l
wh ich  c i r c led  ove rhead ,  seeming ly  puzz j .ed  abou t  us .

On  the  re tu rn  j ou rney ,  Doub le -ba r red  F inches  were  seen  feed ing  i n  a
la rge  f t ock  w i th  o the r  sma l l  b i rds .

And wet-weather  b i rd ing? You may draw your  own conclus ion f rom the
l i s t  o f  b i r ds  seen  on  t he  ou t i ng !

@:M ichae1A tzen i , Les1eyBa11 ,DonGaydon ,G1o r i a
Q lass ,  D iane  and  B ruce  Mu i rhead ,  Ann  Shore .

v

Spec ies  L i s t :  L i t t l e  P ied  Co rmoran t ,  Wh i t e - f aced  He ron ,  Ye I l ow-b i11ed
Spoonb i l l ,  Pac i f i c  B lack  Duck ,  Wood  Duck ,  Aus t .  Kes t re I ,  Fe ra l  P igeon ,
Bar -shou lde red  Dove ,  C res ted  P igeon ,  Ga lah ,  Pa le -headed  Rose l l a ,
Fan - ta i l ed  Cuckoo  (H) ,  Sh in ing  B ronze -cuckoo  (H) ,  Laugh ing  Kookabur ra ,
R icha rd ' s  P i -p i t ,  B lack - faced  Cuckoo-sh r i ke ,  Rose  Rob in ,  Eas te rn  Ye l l ow
Rob in ,  Jacky  W in te r ,  Ru fous  Wh is t l e r ,  G rey  Sh r i ke - t h rush ,  G rey  Fan ta i l ,
W i l l i e  Wag ta i l ,  Eas te rn  Wh ipb i rd ,  Grey -c rowned  Babb1er ,  Superb  Fa i r y -
wren ,  Wh i te -b rowed  Sc rubwren ,  Speck led  Warb le r ,  Weeb i l l ,  Wh i te - th roa ted
Gerygone,  Brown,  Buf f - rumped and Yel low-rumped Thornbi l ls ,  Var ied
S i te l l a ,  Wh i te - th roa ted  T reec reep€r ,  S t r i ped  Honeyea te r ,  No isy  M ine r ,
Lew in ' s ,  Ye l l ow- faced  and  B rown  Honeyea te rs ,  S t r i a ted  Parda lo te ,
S i l ve reye ,  Doub le -ba r red  F inch ,  Common S ta r l i ng ,  Common Mynah ,  F igb i rd ,
Aus t .  Magp ie - Ia rk ,  Grey  and  P ied  Bu tche rb i rds ,  Aus t  Magp ie ,  P ied
Cur rawong ,  To r res ian  Crow.  (52  spec ies )

Seen  in  Marga re t  S t ree t  on  the  way  to  Wi thco t t  -  Wh i te -headed  P igeon .

G lo r i a  G lass

--ooOoo--

MEMBERS'  BIRD NOTES

Grey  Goshawk ,  2 .7 .84 ,  Jub i l ee  Pa rk ,  DG 4
g la l k  Fa l con ,  2b .4 .84 ,  Lower  Eus ton  Rd ,  Wes t  Toowoomba ,  DC ,  DG

Broad -b i I I ed  Sandp ipe r , 18 .3 ' 84 ,  Tho rns ide ,  MA ,  DG,  BF ,  TR
JD
garet  & MarY Sts,  Toowoomba,  DG
io l f  Course ,  DG
ra t i on  Park ,  Har r i s town ,  MA
rnda  ,  BF ,  PM,  TR
ra rk ,  DG

P icn i c  Po ln t ,  DG
lood Park,  DG
-ee  Park ,  DG
11  S t ree t ,  AK

MA -  M ichae l  A tzen i ;  JD  -  Joe  Deub le ;  BF  -  B r ian -  Fou l i s ;

DG -  Oon CayOon;  AK -  Angela Ki lmar t in ;  PM Pat  McCor i rne l l ;

TR  -  Te r ry  i r e i s i  DC -  Dean  Co l l i ns '

- -ooooo--
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IJa te :  I ' lonclay ,  ZOth August 1 984 *
f,

Pl -ace :  Ma in  Room,  Toowoomba Educat io r i  Cent re_ '  Baker  S t  *
{-

T i m e  :  7 . 1 0  E n .  *

F i l -ms:  ' t f s land Tnvaders"  -  Noddy Terns  on  Heron Is land.  l
"H ide  and Seekr r  -  the  in t raeac ies  o f  f l im ing  t r

b i rds  and o t l te r  w i ld l l fe .  *
l(

{  Bo th  f i lns  be}ong to  Bob Dor r ico t t  who is  a

x  member  o f  the  Tgowoomba Cin6  Soc ie ty .  Bob
* wi l l  be showing the f ihns ancl wi l l  be avai l -able
J(

for any comment afte:sards.
T
{ .  Members ,  p lease br ing  a  p la te  fo r  supper .
J(

;  Any vis i tors w111 be wa:mly welconed..

+ r x i + , ,  , * * - x x  r f  * r e * * ! ( J + * { - ) t J ( J ( l + J ( + + J ( i t J f J + J ( * ) ( * * * t € J ( * t t - x * + * J + ) c ) + ) t J ( J F - x . f ( x * * 1

- -ooooo- -

AUGUST FIEID OUTING

Date: Sunda.y,  26th August - !99[ P lace :  Pumiees tone Passage

Assembly Point :  Apex_Lake. Cabool ture

T i .me :  I ,  OO am,

Rod l {obson wi l - l  be our l -eaderr  taking us to some of his birding
spots in the Toorbul and Donnybrook area.

You wi l - l  neecl  to give yourselves at  least  2 hours to get to Apex
T,ake at  Cabool tur.e,  e i ther v ia Br isbane or Somerset Dam.

Please phone 15 8594 or 70 1207 to let  us ia low yourre coning.

Vis. i - tors weleome.

- -oo0oo- -

PIIBI,TC ATI C)NS RECEIVED

The Dar l ing  Downs Natura l i s t .  August  1984.  (News le t te r  o f  the
Toowoomba F le ld  Natura l i s t  C lub)

Queer ts land Orn i tho log ica l  Soc ie ty  News le t te r .  Au5Sust  1984
The Sunb i rd . .  Vo I  .  14 .  No .  1 .  March  1984 .  (e .O,S .  Journa l )
Ur imb l r ra .  Ju ly  1984.  (Cf r inch i ]1a  F ie ld  Natura l i s ts '  C lub)

Magp le  Geese seem to  have a t t rac ted  a  l -o t  o f  in te res t  la te ly .  Roy
Hand^o wri tes in Ur imb. i r ra of  the geese around. Chinchi lLa.  Whereas
Q.O.S.  i s  j .n te res ted  in  any  record .s  o f  the  geese  in  S .E .  Queens land . .

A l l  the  above mater iaL  may be  bor rowed f rom l { i chae l .
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