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EDITORIAL

Here  we  a re  a t  t he  c lose  o f  ano the r  yea r .  Where  has  i t  gone?  Th is
yea r  has  been  a  good  b i rd ing  one  fo r  me  w i th  l o t s  o f  ' new '  b i rds ,
i n  new  p laces ,  w i t h  memor i es  t o  l as t  a  l i f e t ime . . .  Wak ing  a t  dawn  to
hear  the  Wood ies  ca l l i ng  as  they  f l ew  a long  the  Seve rn  R ive r  on  t l r e i r
way  t o  f eed ;  o r  wa t rh i ng  two  L i t t l e  Lo r i kee t s  i nves t i ga t i ng  a  nes t i ng
ho le  fo r  so  l ong  tha t  we  l e f t ;  see ing  the  Wh i te -headed  P igeons  f l y i ng
over  my home,  morning and n ight  for  so long that  they became par t  o f
my  day ;  t he  pa i r  o f  Eas te rn  Sp ineb i l l s  t ha t  adop ted  my  ga rden  l as t
w in te r ,  and  made  t he  w in te r  so  much  b r i gh te r  by  t he i r  p resence . . .
So  many  memor ies  tha t  make  the  fab r i c  o f  l i f e  so  r i ch  and  mean ing fu l .

The  C lub  has  added  to  my  l i f e  and  b i rdwa tch ing  w i th  encouragemen t ,
he lp  and  camarader ie ,  and  the  w i l l i ngness  to  sha re  w i th  a1 l  members
any  b i rd  s igh t i ngs  and  know ledge  o f  a l l  aspec ts  o f  b i rd ing  has  made
ou r  C lub  ou t s tand ing .

I  hope  a l l  C lub  members  have  had  a  good  b i rd ing  yea r ,  and  have
rece ived  as  much  p leasu re  and  sa t i s fac t i on  as  I  have  f rom the  C lub
and  the  C lub  ou t i ngs  ove r  t he  pas t  yea r

p lease  remember  tha t  January  i s  S .S .S .  mon th ,  and  tha t  subsc r ip t i ons
a te  now due .

Thank
y e a l . ,
share

you  to  a l1  who  have  con t r i bu ted  to  the  News le t te r  ove r  t he  l as t
and I  ask those who have been too shy to  put  pen to  paper  to
w i th  us  p lease  some o f  you r  b i rd ing  expe r iences .

In  c los ing ,  I  w i sh  a l l  a  Happy  Chr i s tmas ,  and  a  p rospe rous  b i rd ing
New Year .

Ange la  K i lmar t i n

Michaer rs  no tes  on  backyard  b i rd ing  prompted me to  r l r i te  a  feu  l inee ,  I
p lan ted  Ca l l i s tamons,  Banks ias  and Greve l l ias  in  my yard  hop ing  var ious
spec ies  o f  b i rds  uou ld  v is i t  and have addad a  b i rd  ba th  (po t  p lan t  saucef )
in  the  back  yard .  Nour  the  shrubs  have s ta r ted  to  f lo r re r  and i t  i s  surpr is -
ing to sea al l  the birds come in to feed and I  uonder how they knog the
f lowers are there .  . - ._

Fluch oF my birding is dona from my bathroom nou and as I  ual t  for the hot
urater to fun I  uratch the birds bathing belour and note that most bathing
seama to 

'be 
done in the cold aarly morning; somo species bathe later in

the day as urel l .

In  June I  no t ices  4  Eas tern  Sp ineb i l l s  f l i t t ing  in  and ou t  o f  the  ua ter  and
on JuIy 8th I  not iced 5. Bath t ime seems to be the only t ima they al l  come
t o g e t h e r .

I .  have seen the Broun Honeyeatersr Leul in Honeyeaterr s i lvereyea, and a lone
Wren al l  come in to bathe, and al though the Rufous Whist ler ie a frequent
visi tor he prefers to stay in the tal ler t reee and appears too ehy to bathe
i n  p u b l i c .

The Sca ly -Braas ted  Lor ikee ts  f l y  h igh  ovar  head a I I  year  t i I I  the  app les
r ipen then somehou they knoul and f ly in to have more than their  ehares and
they are not afraid of me as I  uralk under the tree. I  have provad lhe
birds ui l l  come i f  there is foodr even i f  i t  is only the f igs or grapes oD
other careful ly tended frui ts I  have planted for my otun enjoyment.

:s/

JANE COREIN
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The Darllng Downs l{aturalist. November & December 1984.
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Journa l  Vo l .  7 ,  No .  2 .
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lesley Beaton
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Queenslancl ornithologicaL Soci_e_ty Newsl-etter. November & December
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the above Publ lcat iong.
rslble ?et OwnershlPrr CamPalgn
protect Eastern Barrecl Bancllcoots.
of ttra, but worth reatl lng about t

a l l  the same.
rJoy read.ing these newsletters
:e1- you mlss out on sone of these
LcLeb. All You have to clo ls
Liver a selection to You. From
rotid.ay, however Angela wlll have
r at the JanuarY outlng.
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SATINBOWER-B IRD-NoTTHEGARDENER 'SFRIEND!

Dur ing  mY recen t  ho l i daY  in  SYdneY,

Garde i  a t  M t  W i l son  i n  the  B lue  Mour

Bower -b i rds  i n  t he  ex tens i ve  ga rden '

abou t  t he  b i rds ,  I  d rew  some ve ry  un
; 'Thuy  w i l l  ea t  any th ing , "  apparen t l y
yo. tnb t ree at  bud-burst ,  when they w

the  t ree  i s  a lmos t  comp le te l y  de fo l i a ted '

:  Sat in  in  a whi te  cherrY-b lossom
bhe b i rd was feeding on the whi te
nnted uP to twelve mouthfu ls  taken
I turned autay.

ra l  where Sat ins abound'  S ince
m,  I  enqu i red  i f  t hey  were  s t i l l

l:t:l 
^ll*l"Tu, 

l?'f, lfi" ;.";:'; 
"1" 

.''
bower ,  bu t  he  to ld  me  tha t  eve ry  yea r  o r  two  the  b i rd  w i l l  sh i f t  t he

who le  bower  p iece  by  p iece  to  a  new loca t i on ,  i l r  t h i s  i ns tance  ac ross

the  road  t "  
" - i . i gh6o r r " ' "  

p rope r t y ,  bu t ' he  sa id  p robab ly  nex t  yea r

the b i rd  *o. t id  *o i "  the bower back to  h is  garden

I  remember severa l  years ago Michael  anc l  I  were watching a Regent

Bower -b i rd  . " i - i " " "6s  f rom-a  ta l1  t ree  i n  Redwood  Park '

Manyga rdene rsendeavou r toencou rageb i rds tocome to the i r ga rden
w i th  feed ing ' " t " t i . " s  and  foun ta ins l  bq t  ev iden t l y  Bower -b i rds  a re

no t  on  t he  we i come  l i s t ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  Sa t i ns !

Joe Deuble
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NOVEMBER OUTING -  LAMTNGTON NATTONAL PARK (O'RETLLY'S)

Those  tha t  made  i t  t o  O 'Re i l l y ' s  wou ld  ag ree  the i r  e f fo r t  was  du l y
rewarded  w i th  some good  b i rd ing .

Much  to  eve ryone ' s  de l i gh t  and  my  re l i e f ,  I  was  ab le  to  spo t l i gh t
the "promised"  Sooty Owl  over  the dump near  the guest  lodges.  Thts
magn i f i cen t  spec ies  ob l i g ing l y  pe rched  on  an  exposed  b ranch  enab l i ng
a  good  v iew  be fo re  d i sappear ing  i n to  the  ra in fo res t .  I  hope  eve ry -
body  app rec ia ted  the  s igh t i ng  because  i t  t ook  you rs  t ru l y  a  good
th ree  yea rs  o f  t r y i ng  be fo re  see ing  my  f i r s t  Soo ty .  As  na tu ra l i s t
Dav id  F leay  wou ld  say ,  "A  regu la r  Sca r le t  P imperne l " .

Both normal  and melanis t ic  forms of  the Mounta in Possum plus
R ing ta i l  Possums  were  a l so  spo t l i gh ted .

A  Sunday  morn ing  t rek  to  Mt  Ba thongabe l  y ie lded  exce l l en t  v iews  o f
a  ma le  Pa rad ise  R i f l eb i rd  wh ich  we  ca l l ed  i n .  H i s  f l ash ing
i r r idescent  crown,  throat  and rump an.e a s tunning spectac le.  Un-
fo r tuna te l y ,  ne i the r  t he  A1ber t ' s  Ly reb i rd  no r  Ru fous  Sc rubb i rd  were
seen  o r  hea rd .

Never the less ,  t he  O l i ve  Wh is t l e r  was  l oca ted  i n  t he  beech  fo res t
a f te r  hea r ing  i t s  unmis takab le  ca l1 .

A l1  i n  a l l ,  a  success fu l  weekend  w i th  a  to ta l  o f  f i f t y  spec ies  fo r
the  pa rk .

O the rs :  Les ley  Bea ton ,  John  8a11 ,  W i l l  Co rmack ,  Don  Gaydon ,
Nancy  &  Ron  Good ing ,  Ange la  K i lmar t i n .

Michael Atzeni

Spec ies  Recorde ! :  Grey  Goshawk ,  Wedge- ta i l ed  Eag le ,  Aus t ra l i an  Hobby ,
Austra l ian Brush- turkey,  Rose-crowned Fru i t -Dove,  Topknot  and l {h i te-
headed Pigeon,  Brown Cuckoo-Dove,  Bar-shouldered Dove,  Wongp Pigeon,
Su lphu r -c res ted  Cocka too ,  Aus t ra l i an  K ing  Par ro t ,  C r imson  Rose l l a ,
Fan - ta i l ed  Cuckoo ,  Sh in ing  B ronze -cuckoo ,  Soo ty 'Ow l ,  Wh i te - th roa ted
Need le ta i l ,  A l be r t ' s  Ly ' r eb i r d ,  No i sy  P i t t a ,  We l come  Swa l l ow ,  C i cada -
b i r d ,  Wh i t e ' s  Th rush ,  Eas te rn  Ye l l ow  Rob in ,  C res ted  Sh r i ke - t i t ,
Go lden  and  O l i ve  Wh is t l e r ,  Grey  Shr i ke - th rush ,  B lack - faced  Monarch ,
Ru fous  and  Grey  Fan ta i l ,  Sou the rn  Log runner ,  Eas te rn  Wh ipb i rd ,  Superb
Fa i r y -wren ,  La rge -b i l l ed ,  Wh i te -b rowed  and  Ye l l ow- th roa ted  Sc rubwren ,
B rown  Gerygone ,  B rown  Thornb i l l ,  Wh i te - th roa ted  T reec reeP€r ,  Lew in ' s
Honeyea te r ,  Eas te rn  Sp ineb i l l ,  S i l ve reye ,  Red-b rowed  F i re ta i1 - ,  Sa t i n
and  Regen t  Bowerb i rd , " '  G reen  Ca tb i rd ,  Pa rad ise  R i f l eb i rd ,  Aus t ra l i an
Magp ie ,  P ied  Cur rawong ,  To r res ian  Crow.

resen t
G lass ,

The  Sec re ta ry
Toowoomba Bi rd Club
P .O .  Box  67
DARLING HEIGHTS,  Q ,  4350

Please renew my membershiP of
yea r  1985 .  I  enc lose  the  fee

S i g n e d

Name

the Toowoomba Bi rd Club for  the
o f  $8 .00  ($4 .0O  fo r  s t uden ts ) .

Address
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MEMBERS'  B IRD NOTES

Power fu l  Ow l  5 ,12 .84  Redwood  Pa rk  MA,  PM
Bar red  Cuckoo-sh r i ke  2  .1 ,2 .84  Redwood  Park  DG
Bar red  Cuckoo-sh r i ke  5 . ' J ,2  .84  Redwood  Park  MA.  PM
Ca t t l e  Eg re t  ( 20 )  i n  b reed ing  p l umage  77 .L7 .84  Somerse t  Dam AHS,JHS
Ch im ing  Wedgeb i l l  6 . 10 .84  No r th -wes t  Cape ,WA,  RRB,  PB
B lack  Co rmoran t  ( 500+ )  L7 .11 .84  AK ,  GG
Red-ea red  F i r e ta i l  27 .7L .84  Po rongo rup  N .P .  WA,  RRB,  PB
Rock  Pa r ro t  24 . l - . L . 84  To rndu rup  N .P .  WA,  RRB,  PB
No isy  P i t t a  ( dead )  16 .10 .84  Queens  Pa rk ,  T ' ba  LB
Ru fous  Fan ta i l  11 .11 .84  Queens  Pa rk ,  T ' ba  LB
Brush Turkey Oct  84 Bur le igh Heads LW
Long -b i l l ed  Co re l l a  18 .11 .84  B r i dge  S t ,  Eas t  RV
Long -b i l l ed  Co re l l a  28 .71 .84  Mackenz ie  S t ,  Sou th  GG
Pereg r ine  Fa lcon 29 .1O.84  M t  Sy l v i a  Road L B ,  S P
Whi te -headed  P ige in  28 .1 ,O .84  B r i dge  S t ,  T ' ba  Dean  Co l l i ns
Ground  Cuckoo -sh r i ke  28 . i -O .84  He l i don  (War rego  H 'way )  MA
Emera ld  Dove  6  .1 ,2  .84  Redwood  Park .  T  ' ba  DG
L i t t l e  Fa l con 30 .11 .84  Boonah

t #!r

Aus t .  Ow le t  N igh t j a r  2L .L \ . 84  B r i dge  S t ,
C res ted  Sh r i ke - t i t  7 . 12 .84  Ravenbou rne

DC Dean  Co l l i ns
DG Don Gaydon
GG G lo r ia  G lass
AK Ange1a  K i lmar t i n
RV Ray  V i l j oen

DG
East Fd
N .  P .  GG

PM Pat  McConnel l
SP  Sandy  Po t t i nge r
AHS Ann Shore
JHS John Shore
LW Lor ra ihe  Wi l son

MA Michae l  A tzen i
LB  Les ley  Bea ton
PB Peggie Beaton

RRB Roy Beaton

What  an  end ing  to  SSS month !  0c tober  ]1s t  I  dec ided to  do  a
f inal  check around our property and began at the huge gurir  t ree near the
causeu,ay. There I  discovered a smyphony oF song and colour in the cr isb
morn ing  l igh t r  13  spec ies  in  a l l '  nBver  be fore  have I  s igh ted  so  many b i rds
in  the  one area  ( :  o f  uh ich  I  heard  on ly ) .  

t

I  uras part icular ly del ighted ur i th the Red-Broured Firetai l  Finch
uho came very  near r  u l i th in  1  meter .  I t  appeared comple te ly  unaf ra id  o f  me and
observed me a t  leng th ,  f rom a l l  ang lesr  be fore  re tu rn ing  to  the  job  o f  co l lec t ing
n e s t - b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a I ( p i e c e s o f d r y g r a s s u t h i c h i t t u g g e d a t c o n t i n u a 1 l y u n t i l
the sect ion parted from the large clump). The f inch returned many t imes as I  \J
st.89! there observing the d. i f ferent species. Here is a l ist  of  t i re blrde sighted
tha t  morn ing : -  

Red-Broued F i re ta i l  F inch ,  Superb  B lue  td rens ,  s i luereyes ,  h lh ipb i rd ,
Crour  Pa le -Headed Rose l las ,  Eas tern  Ye l lour  Rob ins ,  L i t t le  Fr ia rb i rds ,  Honeyeaters ,
Brourn  Qua i l l  Speck led  Warb le rs ,  Res t less  F lyca tchers ,  Leader i  F lyca tche[so

******** Iorcalne Wtlgon


