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The  beau ty  o f  t he  Aus t ra l i an  bush  has  a ruays  f i l l ed  me  r , l i t h
u l onde r l  and  neve r  mo re  t han  t oday .  uha t  s t a r t ed  ou t  t o  be
o f  b i r dua t ch ing  f o r  me  became  a  day  o f  Joy .
The  Ne r , r  Eng land  H igh r , l ay  o f  Fe red  no  neL ,  d i scove r i es ,  un t i l  uB
tu rned  o f  f  a t  Jones f  s  Gu r l y .  T -he  r . r h i t e  g rave l  r oad  u round  i t s
L ,ay  a l ong  t he  qu ie t  va l l ey ,  and  g radua l l y  u ,e  began  t o  c l imb  t o
the  t op  o f  t he  range .  Thg  v i s t a  a t  t he  t op  ua6  b rea th tak i ng .
Ue  L re re  l ook ing  ou t  ove r  P ie r ce t s  C reek  t o  t he  Andu ramba  Range .
Fo r  once  b i r ds  L re re  f o rgo t t en .
nJus t  r , l a l k  t h rough ,  and  f o l l o r . l  t he  t r ack  a l ong  t he  r i dge ,  uhe re
those  bLoodr , roods  a re  i n  f l ou le r r t l  uJe  L re re  to ld .  The  b lood r , l oods
s tood  ou t  l i ke  g i an t  ba l l s  o f  co t t on  r . r oo l .  The i r  b ranches  L ,e te
so  heavy  u i t h  f l o r , r e r s  t ha t  I  f e l t  some  b ranches  mus t  b reak .
A long  t he  t r ack  u ,e  f ound  o the r  t r ees  and  sh rubs ,  a l r  neL ,  t o  me :
a  u ra t t r e  u i t h  do rph in - shapgd  I eaves ,  a  sma l l  ye l l o r . l  pea  bush ,
? l d  a  g round  cove r  u i t h  go lden  f r o r , l e r s .  A round  eve ry  bend  i n
the  road  some th ing  neb ,  and  d i f f e ren t .

Bu t  t ake  hea r t ,  my  fe l l o r , l  B i rdos r  r , r€  l ooked  a t  b i rds  as  r . re l l
abou t  54  spec ies  i n  a l l  bu t  t he  L i t t l e  Lo r i kee t s  r , l ou l d  have  t o
be  t he  b i r ds  o f  t he  day .

ANGELA KIL I IARTI  N ,  Ed i to r

Ner, l  Member: fY l r s  J .  Ezzy

LIBRARY NOTES

a  day

Birds (RSPB magazine) ,  Winter  L984,  Vol  10,  No 4 '
The  B i rd  Observe r ,  March  1985 ,  No  638 .
The  Dar l i ng  Downs  Na tu ra l i s t ,  March  198q ,  No  q69

Q.O .S .  News le t t e r ,  Feb rua ry  1985 ,  Vo l  L6 ,  No  2 ' -
Cne  Sunb i rd  ( e .O .S .  Jou rna l ) ,  December  L984 ,  Vo l  L4 ,  No  4 .

U r imb i r r a ,  Ma rch  1985 ,  Vo l  L9 ,  No  3 .

There is  the usual  abundance of  in terest ing ar t ic les in  the above

news le t te rs  and  j ou rna l .

A lso in  the 1 ibrary th is  mbnth is  a  t ravel  brochure f rom Peregr ine

Bird Tours for  lgs ' /86.  Those people wi th  the t ime and money may

be  in te res ted  i n  t he  ve ry  exc i t i ng  tou rs  ava i l ab le .

Would those members who have borrowed l ibrary i tems for more than

one month p lease g 'e t  in  touch wi th  me,  and i f  necessary '  I  shal l

co l lect  or  exchange them.

1985 CALENDAR

Apr i l  28
May 26
June 23
Ju ly  28
August
September
October
November

25
15

LESLEY BEATON, Librarian

-- -ooOoo-- -

F lagstone Creek
Laid ley Creek
Hogar th ' s  Swamp,  P i t t swor th
Blanchview and Ai redale
Jones Gul ly  or  Banark in State Forest
Beginners '  Out ing -  Ramsay
Q.O .S .  B i r d  Coun t
Chr is tmas Break-up -  Out ing to  Ki l larney24

- - -ooOoo-- -
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SORTING OUT TOOWOOMBA'S TERRIBLE TRIO

Three  sma l l  b i rds  wh ich  have  a lways  caused  p rob lems  in  i den t i f i ca t i on
due  to  the i r  bas i ca l l y  s im i l a r  l ooks  and  hab i t s  a re  the  B rown-headed ,
Wh i te -naped  and  Wh i te - th roa ted  Honeyea te rs .

The r  con fus ion  i s  unders tandab le  as  the  th ree  b i rds  a l l  be long  to  the
same Genus  (Me l i t h r i p tus )  and ,  a t  a  g lance ,  a l l  appear  to  l ook  the
same.  To  add  to  p rob lems ,  t hey  seem to  be  i ncapab le  o f  s tay ing  i n
the  one  spo t  f o r  more  than  ten  seconds ,  and  so  more  than  eve r  i t  i s
necessary that  the observer  knows exact ly  what  to  look for  in  obta in ing
a  co r rec t  i den t i f i ca t i on .

On  s igh t i ng  one  o f  t hese  b i rds ,  t he  on l y  th ing  tha t  conce rns  me  in
i t s  i den t i f i ca t i on  i s  t he  head .  Th i s  i s  because  as  fa r  as  i s  p rac t i cab le ,
the bodies are the same in ,  a l l  three species.  The Brown-headed Honeyeater
i s  re la t i ve l y  easy  to  d i s t i ngu i sh  f rom the  o the r  two .  The  head  o f  t h i s
spec ies  i s  qu i te  d i s t i nc t l y  b rown ,  no t  b lack  as  i n  t he  o the r  two ,  and
so  i f  t he  obse rve r  can  see  tha t  t he  head  i s  b rown ,  t hen  rea l l y  t he
iden t i f i ca t i on  i s  f i n i shed :  B rown-headed  Honeyea te r .  Y /

Un fo r tuna te l y ,  t he  o the r  two  a re  no t  so  easy .  Bo th  the  Wh i te -naped
and Whi te- throated Honeyeaters have b lack heads,  and both have an
annoy ing  tendency  to  feed  a t  o r  nea r  t he  tops  o f  gums ,  mak ing  i den t i -
f i ca t i on  ra the r  t ed ious ,  bu t  no t  imposs ib le .

These  a re  the  th ings  to  remember :

1 .  The  Wh i te  band  a t  t he  back  o f  t he i r  heads  i s  one  d i s t i ngu i sh ing
po in t .  The  Wh i te -naped  Honeyea te r  has  the  band  end ing  we l l  be fo re
i t s  eye ,  whereas  the  Wh i te - th roa ted  has  the  band  end ing  d i rec t l y
beh ind  the  eye .  Th i s  i s  a  good  po in t  t o  remember  as  i t  r ema ins
cons tan t  and  i s  r e l i ab le .

wHrTE - NAPE'D
rcNEYEATER

WI{ITE - THROATED
FIONEYEATER

2 .  The  second  po in t  conce rns  the  co lou r  o f  t he  sma l l  pa tch  o f  sk in
above  the  eye .  The  co lou r  i n  t he  case  o f  t he  lVh i te -naped  i . s  red ,
whereas  i n  t he  Wh i te - th roa ted ' s  case  the  co lou r  i s  wh i te ,  some-
t imes  t i nged  w i t h  b l ue .

Bo th  (1 )  and  (2 )  a re  qu i t e  va l i d ,  bu t  I  pe rsona l l y  l i ke  ( 1 )  because
i t  i s  re l i ab le .  Po in t  (2 )  i ' s  genera l l y  re l i ab le ,  bu t  can  be  m is lead ing
because the eye patches of  some Whi te-naped Honeyeaters become faded
a lmos t  t o  wh i t e ,  s t i l l  r e t a i n i ng  a  s l i gh t l y  o rangey  t i n t .  A t  a  f a i r
d i s tance  th i s  can  be  ha rd  to  te l I  f r om a  b luey  t i n t ,  so  a lways  check
w i t h  po in t  ( 1 )  as  we l l .

DON GAYDON. Records Of f icer

RED

\^,HITE - ELUE
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Mother  Nature keeps a specia l  pot  o f  c innamon-rufous to  deck out
her  waders for  the i r  nuptuals  !

That  was the message received by a country-dwel ler  whose l imi ted
forays to  the coast  seemed a lways to  have been in  the cooler  months.
"Godw i t s , "  I  cou ld  i n tond  au tho ra t i ve l y  (hadn ' t  I  wa tched  them fo r
years on the edge of  Lake Moondarra?)  z  "are speckred,  b lack,  whi te
and-  grey
look  c l ose l y . "  We I l ,  we  a l l  l ea rn

There  we  a l l  we re ,  some f i f t een  o f  us ,  bus  t rave l l e rs  w i th  asso r ted
f r i ends ,  l oose ly  h idden  beh ind  the  sesban ia  p lan ts  a t  Sca rbo rough ;
b inocurars and borrowed te lescopes at  the re idy,  wi th  our  k ind,
pat ient  and learned mentor  Ian Venables point ing out  a  wonder fu l
co l l ec t i on  o f  waders  feed ing  and  res t i ng  nea r  the  sha l l ow  wa te r .

Les ley had expressed a wish to  see Terek Sandpipers,  and here they
were  w i th  the i r  up tu rned  b i l l s  and  o range  legs ,  f eed ing  qu i te  c lo ie
to us.  Cur lew Sandpipers wi th  dorrnturned b i1 ls  were iOent i f ieO
wading up to  the i r  tummies in  at6 i ls t  the St i l ts  on the far  s ide.

"what  about  a l l  those co loured ones,  ran?, ,  There were Mongor ian
Dot terers s tanding about ,  a  b i t  a* iy  f rom the water .  c innamon-
rufous breast -bands now being worn;  Ruddy Turnstones,  in  the i r
ha r lequ in  mark ings , l i be ra l l y  pa in ted  w i th  ' r uddy ' ;  and ,  su rp r i se ,
su rp r i se ,  t hose  La rge r ,  f a t ,  r ound  b i rds ,  res t i ng  w i th  b i l l  t uc l i ed
under  wing,  were actual ly  Bar- ta i led Godwi ts !  Complete ly  c innamon-
rufous as i f  they had been d ipped in  the pot  o f  co lour  -  wi th
thei r  dark mark ings showing through.

There were however ,  a  few who seemed to have missed out  on the
colour  Red-necked St in ts ,  whose turn at  the paint  pot  must  sure ly
come la te r ,  bus i l y  f eed ing ;  a  few  Grey - ta i l ed  ra t t l e rs ,  i n  t he i r
neat  sober  grey.  Then there were the rest ing Terns:  crested,
Wh i t e - f r on ted  ( ' new '  f o r  many  o f  us )  and  L i t t l e .

The scarborough sandmarsh,  not  far  f rom the t rawler  wharves,
prov ided the best  waders,  but  we a lso s topped at  Redcl i f fe ,  dar ing ly
tak ing  ou r  bus  a round  beh ind  a  l i t t l e  b r i ck  bu i l d ing  a t  t h ;  t op
of  the c l i f f .  Ext ras here were Pied Oystercatchers,  p ied Corm6rants,
and a whimbrel  or  two,  rest ing on a roeky outcrop.  Great  Knots
were  i den t i f i ed  fu r the r  a long  on  the  sho re

The Sandgate Lagoon (No 2)  was our  lunch stop,  wi th  good f reshwater
b i rds -  ducks,  inc lud ing wander ing whis t l ing Duck,  J icanas wi th
young, plenty of Coots and Dusky Moorhens, bnd with a lVhiskered Tern
behaving rather  l ike a Fai ry  Mart in .  Trees on the is land in  the
lagoon were fu l l  o f  egrets  and cormorants, r  4p6 some Black Swans
were rather  s lumming i t  w i th  the domest ic  ducks on the far  s ide.

ran had suggested we take the Br isbane River  fer ry  across to
Lyt ton to  look at  the wader  areas there,  but  we were d isappointed
to  f i nd  the  fe r r y  d idn ' t  ope ra te  on  Sundays .  i

However ,  w€ took a jaunt  to  the Queensland univers i ty ,  which was
in te res t i ng  fo r  us ,  and  a  s top  bes ide  the i r  l agoon ,  f o r  an  unsuccess -
fu l  search for  the i r  B lack Bi t tern.  To fo l low was another  t reat
af ternoon tea wi th  Peggy and Roy Beaton in  the i r  sonrs uni t  on the
bank of  the Br isbane River ,  where we were able to  admire peggy 's
needlework and Roy 's  wood-sculpture,  &s wel l  as the v iew.  i [en
home to our  mounta in c i ty  v ia  Mt  crosby and co l leges cross lng.
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Spec ia l  t hanks  to  Ian  fo r  sha r ing  some o f  h i s  vas t  know ledge  w i th
us ,  and  we  t rus t  we  can  a r range  ano the r  sea  b i rd  ou t i ng  w i th  h im
in  the  nea r  fu tu re .  To  Pe te r ,  ou r  capab le  and  ob l i g ing  bus  d r i ve r ,
we say thank Vou,  and hope to see you and Ann again shor t ly '  And
thanks  to  Ange la ,  f o r  he r  concep t  o f  t ak ing  a  bus ,  f o r  o rgan is ing
i t  a l l ,  even  t o  be ing  p repa red  t o  d r i ve  t he  bus  he rse l f .  I t  was
a l l  a  mos t  memorab le  ou t i ng ,  g i v ing  us  a l l  p len ty  o f  t ime  to  ta l k
to  each  o the r .  as  we l l  as  see ing  the  b i rds .

Cinnamon-rufous the  co lou r  f o r  March !

Members  p resen t :  Les ley  Bea ton ,  Peggy  and  Roy  Bea ton ,  G lo r i a  G lass ,
Nancy  &  Ron  Good ing ,  Ange la  K i lmar t i n ,  Lyn  and  Leanne  Rowan ,
Ann  Shore .

Spec ies  L i s t

Sca rbo rough-Redc l i f f e  A rea :  P ied  &  L i t t l e  Cormoran t  Mangrove  Hero r , -
Grea t  &  L i t t l e  Eg re t ,  Sac red  &  S t raw-necked  Ib i s ,  Wh is t l i ng  K i te ,
P ied  Oys te rca tche r ,  Masked  Lapw ing ,  Mongo l i an  P love r  (B reed ing
p lumage)  B lack -w inged  S t i l t ,  Ruddy  Tu rns tone  (B ) ,  Wh imbre l ,  G rey -
ta i l ed  Ta t t l e r ,  Te rek  Sandp ipe r ,  Ba r - ta i l ed  Godw i t  (B ) ,  Grea t  Kno t ,
Red-necked  S t i n t ,  Cu r lew  Sandp ipe r ,  S i l ve r  Gu11 ,  Common,  Wh i te -
f ron ted ,  L i t t l e  &  Cres ted  Te rn ,  Fe ra l  P igeon ,  Spo t ted  Tu r t l edove ,
Peace fu i  Dove ,  We lcome Swa l l ow ,  W i l l i e  Wag ta i l ,  Tawny  Grassb i rd ,
House  Spar row,  To r res ian  Crow.

Sandga te  Lagoon  Area :  Aus t ra las ian  Grebe ,  Grea t ,  P ied ,  L i t t l e
p ied  and  L i t t l e  B lack  Cormoran ts ,  Wander ing  Wh is t l i ng -duck ,  B lack
Swan,  Paci f ic  B lack Duck,  Hardhead,  Dusky Moorhen,  Purp le Swamphen,
Euras ian  Coo t ,  Comb-c res ted  Jacana  (w i th  4  ch i cks ) ,  Wh iske red  Te rn ,
Cres ted  P igeon ,  Sca ly -b reas ted  Lo r i kee t ,  I { e l come Swa l l ow ,  Fa i r y
Mar t i n ,  B l i ck - faced  Cuckoo-Shr i ke ,  L i t t 1e  F r ia rb i rd ,  No isy  M i -ne r ,
S t r i a ted  pa rda lo te ,  Common S ta r l i ng ,  Common Mynah ,  Aus t ra l i an  Magp ie -
l a rk ,  Grey  Bu tche rb i rd ,  Aus t ra l i an  Magp ie .

S t  Luc ia :  F igb i rd  ex t ra

En  rou te ,  P la in land -Marbu rg  a rea :  Ca t t l e  Eg re t ,  Ye l l ow-b i11ed
Spoonb i l i ,  Aus t ra l i an  Kes t re l ,  Ga lah ,  Su lphu r -c res ted  Cocka too .
(63  sPec ies )  

o ro r i a  Grass

A MOST DELIGHTFUL EVENING

Although we have been members of  the Bi rd Club for  some years,
Roy and I  have never  at tended a F i lm Evening.  This  has caused
us some regret  as we have heard of  the excel lence of  the f i lms,  and
we  a l so  know o f  t h6  e f fo r t  Mar i l yn  pu ts  i n to  ob ta in ing  these  ve ry
in te res t i ng  f i lms  fo r  ou r  en joymen t .  The re fo re  we  dec ided  to  a t tend
the last  f i lm evening and came up f rom Br isbane to do so.

Wha t  a  wor thwh i l e  t r i p  i t  was . The  f i lms  we  saw were :

"The  Year  o f  t he  K ings "  an  A laskan  f i lm  o f  a  yea r  i n  t he  l i f e
o f  t he  K ing  Pengu ins  on  Macquar ie  I s l and .

"A Proper ty  in  the Country"  showing the var ious habi ta ts
needed  fo r  t he  con t i nued  ex i s tence  o f  va r i ous  spec ies  o f  b i rds  i n
the  Un i ted  K ingdom and  wha t  t he  R .S .P .B .  i s  do ing  to  ensu re  th i s
the manufactur ing of  is lands,  beds of  reeds and rushes and.  other
p laces  o f  sanc tua ry .  (Oh !  t o  have  the  ava i l ab le  money  th i s
o rgan isa t i on  has  to  do  th i s  t ype  o f  work  he re ! )

"The Great  B lue Heron"  A shor t  Canadian f i lm on these graeefu l
b i r ds .
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"The  F l i gh t  o f  t he  Snows"
o f  t hese  b i rds  f rom Caro l i na  to
and  the  ve ry  l im i ted  t ime  they
the  nes t l i ngs  be fo re  the  adven t
re tu rn  f l i gh t  sou th .

Another  Canadian f i lm on the migrat ion
the harsh envi ronment  of  the nor th

have to  incubate the i r  eggs and rear
o f  t he  ha rsh  w in te r  and  the i r

\-

The  pho tog raphy  i n  the  f i lms  was  beau t i f u l :  t he  soa r ing  ma t ing
f l i gh t  o f  t he  a lba t rosses 'a round  Macquar ie  I s l and ,  t he  co lou r iu l
penguins themselves,  the predatory skuas cont inual ly  on the hunt
fo r  una t tended  eggs  o r  young ,  t he  ske ins  o f  snow geese  i n  f l i gh t .

rn  add i t i on  to  the  f i lms  we  had  a  p leasan t  soc ia l  even ing ,  w i th
co f f ee  and  t he  samp l i ng  o f  t he  con ten t s  o f  ' p l a tes ' b rough t  by
members.

We wou ld  l i ke  to  thank  Ange la  fo r  he r  con t r i bu t i on  o f  a  de l i gh t fu l
box  o f  asso r ted  b i scu i t s  f o r  ra f f l i ng  -  wh ich  we  a l l  samp led  a f te r
i t  had  been  won  by  G lo r i a .  They  were  de l i c i ous .

Also our  s incere thanks go to  Mar i lyn for  ar ranging the f i lm
even ing  and  se lec t i ng  the  f i lms  and  runn ing  them th rough  the
p ro jec to r  f o r  us .  A I l  t h i s  en ta i l s  a  l o t  o f  wo rk  on  he r  pa r r .
Perhaps on the next  f i lm evening,  w€ may have a larger  at tendance
of  members (and f r iends are wercome,  too)  to  enjoy wtrat  was a
ve ry  p leasan t  even ing  -  and  a l l  f o r  f ree  !

PEGGY BEATON

II.ELD DAY FOR APRIL

Date:  SUNDAy, 28 APRIL 19gb Place: FLAGSTONE CREEK
Assemb ly  Po in t :  p IGOTTS '  CAR PARK

7.75  am fo r  depar tu re  a t  Z .BO am SHARp

Fragstone creek is  a  good b- i - rd ing d is t r ic t ,  and we are assured ofa  good  spo t  f o r  1u4ch  fo r  t hose  t t ra t  wou ld ' l i k ;  i o  p i c " i c .
Anyone  w ish ing  t ranspor t ,  p lease  phone  Ann  on  303202  o r  Ange laon  32 I54O.

-- -oo0oo.r - -

FIELD DAY FOR MAY 1985

Date :  Sunday ,

Assemb ly  Po in t :

T ime :  7 .15  am

26 May 1985

PIGOTT'S CAR PARK

fo r  7 .3O  am

Place:  LAIDLEY CREEK'

This  area has an abundance
wa te r  b i rds  as  we l l  as  the
b r ing  you r  l unch  and  en joy

Anyone wish ing t ranspor t ,  p lease phone Ann on sos2o7 or  Angela
on 327540. i

-ooO---

S .  S .  S .

Members ,  don ' t  f o rge t  Ap r i l  i s  seasona l  spec ies  su rvey r  so  l e t ' s
make  t h i s  S .S .S .  a  good  coun t .

SHARP

of dams and swamps, so we can hope for
usual  bush b i rds on th is  out ingo so
the  day .

.i


