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EDITORI AL

1985  i s  an  exc i t i ng  yea r  f o r  t he  Toowoomba .  B i rd  C Iub .  I n  Oc tobe r  ' \
we  ce leb ra , te  ou r  t en th  ann ive rsa ry .  Ten  yea rs  tha t  w i l l  be  \
app rox ima te l y  r2o  news le t te rs ,  ou t i ngs ,  a  l o t  o f  ha rd  work  fo r
the  o f f i ce rs  ove r  t he  yea rs ,  ahd  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  en joymen t  as
wel l  new b i rds seen and new f r iends made.

So a l l  you or ig ina l  B i rdos,  can I  have your  remembrances for  the
Oc tobe r  news le t te r ,  wh ich  w i l l  be  a  spec ia l  i ssue .

Two other  th ings made 1985 specia l  the Waterb i rd Habi ta t  and
the RAOU Congress to  be held in  Toowoomba in  September.

The  wa te rb i rd  Hab i ta t  l ooks  l i ke  be ing  the  on l y  B i - cen tena ry
p ro jec t  t o  be  comp le ted ,  and  i t  i s  hoped  tha t  ou r  c lub  w i l r  be
ab le  to  make  some con t r i bu t i on  to  th i s  p ro jec t .

r t  i s  a  g rea t  p r i v i l egb  fo r  ou r  c i t y  t o  hos t  t he  RAou  congress ,
and i t  is  to  be hoped that  some of  our  members wi l l  be able to
at tend some par t  o f  the congress or  the campout  that  fo l lows.
The  Congress  i s  a l so  ask ing  fo r  " con t r i bu t i ons  f rom a l l
o rn i t ho log i s t s ,  whe the r  t hey  cons ide r  t hemse lves  amateu rs  o r
p ro fess iona l s ' .  r n  add i t i on  t he re  w i l l  be  t h ree  ea r l y  mo rn ing
bi rd out ings on 29th september for  congress delegates and any
C lub  members  tha t  w ish  to  j o in  i n .

Ange la  K i lmar t i n .  Ed i to r

NEW MEMBERS

Ite are p leased to welcome two new members th is  month:
Mrs Kathryn Blackburn and Mrs Cath McGrath.

NEW TOOWOOMBA BIRD

242  Budger iga r  Me lops i t t acus  undu la tus  28  Apr i l  1985

l ' i f teen,  perched in  dead branch of  Camphor Laure l  in  Upper
Flagstone Creek road,  500 metres f rom Flagstone Creek Road
junc t i on ,  nea r  en t rance  to  Booke r  p rope r t y .

Co lou r ing  ob ie rved  was  as  fo l l ows  ye l l ow  face ,  b r i gh t  g reen
back ,  mo t t l i ng  on  back  and  w ings ,  l ong  b lue -g reen  ta i l .  A11
b i rds  were  s im i l a r  i n  co lou r ,  and  no  d i f f e rences  cou ld  be
debec ted ,  r u l i ng .ou t  t he  poss ib i l i t y  o f  t he i r  be ing  escapees
f rom an  av ia r y .

Mar i l yn  Jacobsen  s igh ted  the  b i rds  f t r y i ng  qu ie t l y  i n  a  c lose -kn i t
f lock.  they perched in  a t ight  group and were observed for
f i f t een  m inu tes  by  the  e leven  rnembers  o f  t he  Apr i l  ou t i ng  o f  t he
C lub ,  when  t he  b i r ds  qu ie t l y  f l ew  o f f .

S igh ted  by  Les ley  Bea ton ,  Nancy  &  F rank  Be lche r ,  Ka th ryn  B lackburn ,
E la ine  &  Ron  Box ,  Joe  Deub le ,  G lo r i a  G lass ,  Mar i l yn  Jacobs ,
Ann & John Shore.

(Editor's note: See also John Walter's sightings of the Erdgerigar
at Pittsrvorth and Aubigny in the lt{ernbers' Bird Notes.)
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MEMBERS' BIRD NOTES

Fork - ta i l ed  Sw i f t  7 .4 .85  Echo  Va l l ey ,  Toowoomba  DG
Su lphu r -c res ted  Cocka too  ,16 .3 .85  Herm i tage  Rd ,  C ran ley  LB
Sp iny -cheeked  Honeyea te r  16 .3 .85  G lencoe  Rd ,  Gowr ie  Jc t  LB
Banded Land Rail (with three chicks) 3.2.85 Hoods Lagoon, Helidon IE,JB
Ranbow Bee-ea te r  24 .2 .85  Dunmore  S t ree t  LB
Ye l l ow- tu f ted  Honeyea te r  21 ,3 ,85  Murphy ' s  C reek  DG,  DC
Cres ted  Sh r i ke - t i t  21 .3 .85  Murphy ' s  C reek  DG,  DC
Budge r i ga r  ( 16 ) *  20 .4 .85  P i t t swo r th  JCW
Red-capped  Rob in  (m*&  f )  23 -24 .4 .85  P i t t swor th  JCW

* First sightings in 13 years of residence
B lack  K i t e  ( 3 )  24 .4 .85  Cec i l  P l a i ns  JCW
Budger iga r  (2O+)  26 .4 .85  Aub igny  JCW

JC'[T John Walter

APRIL 1985 OUTING FLAGSTONE CREEK 28.4.85

Al though i t  was qui te  foggy in  Toowoomba,  the e leven members on
the out ing dropped below the c loud once we were on F lagstone
Creek Road

Firs t  s top was at  the junct ion of  upper  F lagstone and Flagstone
Creed Roads where we saw a number of  bush b i rds and the n 'b i rd  of
the out ing"  the Budger igars -  which are a l ready descr ibed in
the New Toowoomba Bird i tem.

When we approached the camphor laure l ,  a  Peregr ine Falcon f lew
ou t  o f  t he  cove r  o f  t he  dense  fo l i age .

Sulphyr-crested Cockatoos and King Parrots  were a lso seen in  th is
area.  Joe Deuble had repor ts  of  B lack Cockatoos on a f r iend 's
proper ty  adjacent  to  the junct ion.  Though we searched,  w€ found
none.  However ,  we were del ighted wi th  a pai r  o f  Rose Robins
p i cked  up  by  Ann .

We stopped at  the Gorman's  Gap cai rn for  morn ing tea,  and the
He l i don  res t  a rea  fo r  l unch .  A  marve l l ous  day !

JB John Ball
LE Lesley Ball

DC 'han Oollins
m Don Caydon

Les ley  Bea ton

Mg=q',ere!!: Lesley Begton, Nancy & Frank Eblche_r, Ibthryn Blackburn,ffi, Joe huble, Gioria cr""=, rrlaJiyn .racous, Ann & John shore.
Qpecies List (Nunbers refer to are:
faced Heron 8, Straw-necked Ibis g,
Australian Kestrel 6,7,8, Drsky lt{oo:
4, C?ested pigeon 4,6, ea"Lah 4,6, Sl
Iorikeet 4, Australian King Farrot <

_- ____,___=_+.4



L  I  BRARY N0TES -  l v l av

B i rds  o f  t he  K ruge r  and  0 the r  Na t i ona l  Pa rks ,  Vo l "  1 -4 .
The  E i rd  0bse rve r l  Ap r i I  1985 ,  No .639 .
The  Da r l i ng  Do r , r ns  Na tu ra l i s t r  Ap r i . I  1985 ,  No .370 .
The  Da r l i ng  Dou lns  Na tu ra l i s t r  May  1985 ,  No .  371 .
0u t  o f  t he  Nes t ,  Ap r i I  1985 ,  No .3  ( i nco rpo ra ted  i n  BOC No .639 )
Q .0 .5 .  Neus le t t e r ,  Ap r i l  1985 ,  Uo l , 16 ,  No .3 .
U r imb i r r a ,  Ap r i l  1985 r  Uo l , 19 r  No .4 .
l , J i l d l i f e  Aus t ra l i a ,  Au tumn  1985 ,  VoL .22 ,  No .1 .
Uo r l d  U i I d I i f e  Fund  Aus t ra l i a  ne r , l s l e t t e r ,  Jan -Mar  1985 ,  No .22 .
t Jo r l d  U i l d l i l e  Fund  Aus t ra l i a  1985  Conse rva t i on  P rog ramme.

F la r ve l l ous  t o  see  t he  number  oF  members  us i ng  t he  L i b ra r y .
Thanks  so  much  f o r  r e tu rn i ng  a l l  ou t s tand ing  l oans ,  because
they  ARE much  i n  demand .

Les Iey  Bea ton ,  L i b ra r i an .

DRAMA ON THE BRISBANE RIVER

Roy and I  are once more in  Br isbane and b i rd  watching f rom the
'ba i cony  

o f  t he  un i t  and  f i nd ing  i t  as  i n te res t i ng  as  any  fa r  away

Nat ional  park.  The b lack- faced cuckoo-shr ike was br ing ing up another

nest l ing in  the gum t rees on the r iver  bank.  The egrets  weave

beau t i f u l  pa t te r i s  as  they  go  up  and  down  r i ve r  i n  t he i r  s t rands .

And an immature whi te-breasted sea-eagle c i rc led above us in  the

the rma ls  ove r  t he  r i ve r .

Today,  however ,  as I  was making breakfast ,  I  heard a raucous noise

l i ke  seab i rds  i i gh t i ng .  f  p i cked  up  my  b inocu la rs  and  hu r r i ed  to

the  ba l cony  to  i i ves t i ga te .  The  r i ve r  he re  i s  qu i te  w ide ,  and  nea r l y

ha l f -way  ac ross  was  a  i l u r r y  i n  t l i e  wa te r .  A t  f i r s t  I  t hough t  i t

was  a  b i rd  i n  d i f f i cu l t i es ,  bu t  f u r the r  i nves t i ga t i on  p roved  i t

to  be two magpies f ight ing fur ious ly  as they f loated downstream.

Another  rnagpi l  was hover ing over  them. I  do not  know i f  i t  was

a lso  a  con tes tan t  o r  i us t  ho ld ing  a  wa tch ing  b r i e f .

I t  f lew away,  and two magpie- larks f lew around for  a  grandstand 2

v iew whi le  a welcome swal low d ipped and c i rc led around a lso.

o r  so ,  and  the  b i rds  t r i ed  to
'eupon theY both s tar ted swimming
' ing them to the bank.  TheY
l l i ng  mo t ion ,  a lmos t  l i ke  a

bu t t e r f l y  s t r oke .

One  b i rd  was  soon ,w i th in  the  sa fe ty  o f  t he  bank .  The  o the r ,  however ,

s topped i ts  e f for ts  and I  thought  i t  was gone,  but  saw the head

abovb  the  wa te r .  The  swa l l ow  s t i l l  c i r c l ed  a round ,  bu t  t he  magp ie -

larks were watching f rom a nearby t ree.  Then three spur-winged

plovers arr ived On the scene and d ived on the rnagpie,  which again

s ta r ted  i t s  e f fo r t s  t o  ge t  asho re '

Two  o the r  magp ies ,  wh ich  had  been  s i t t i ng  i n  a  t ree  wa tch ing  i t

a l l ,  l e f t  t n6 i r  p6 rcn  and  d rove  o f f  t he  p love rs ,  and -  t hen  p rov ided

aer ia l  cove r  f o r  a  few  seconds  be fo re  re tu rn ing  to  the i r  t r ee ,

whi ls t  the magpie in  the water  s t ruggled on,  and wi th  one or  two

more  res ts ,  even tua l l y  reached  the  sho re '

I  heaved a s igh of  re l ie f  and re laxed.  lv luch more dramat ic  and

hear t - s topp ing  than  any  T .V .  soap ie '

PEGGIE BEATON
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LETTER T'O THE EDITOR

Dear  Ange la ,

Having been c losely  involved,  both as a recorder  for  the RAou
At las  o f  Aus t ra l i an  B i rds  and  as  sub - reg iona l  o rgan ise r  o f  t he
h is to r i ca l  A t l as  i n  Queens land ,  I  f ee l  i t r ong ly  i t r a t  i nd i v idua l ' s
s igh t i ngs  shou ld  be  pub l i shed  fo r  f u tu re  use .
un t i r  r ecen t l y  my  w i fe  and  r  have  sen t  any  unusua l  s igh t i ngs  to
another  soc iety  that  I  have been c losely  involved rv i t [  ovei  the
years .  Un fo r tuna te l y  ove r  t he  l as t  two  yea rs  fo r  one  reason  o r
another  any records we submit ted have been lost  and have never
go t  t o  p r i n t .

Therefore my wi fe  and I  have re jo ined the Toowoomba Bi rd Club
af ter  severa l  years of  non-membership.  r  would in  the fu ture
r i ke  to  use  you r  news le t te r  as  a  veh ic le  to  have  ou r  unusua l
b i r d  s i gh t i ngs  pub l i shed .

r  would l ike to  compl iment  Don Gaydon on h is  "Toowoomba's
Ter r i b le  T r i o " .  The re  a re  two  po in t s  wh ich  come to  m ind :
One  th ing  Don  d id  no t  men t ion  and  wh ich  can  con fuse  the  i ssue
is  the fact  that  immature lVhi te-naped Honeyeaters have a s imi lar
du l l  b rown  co lou r ing  to  the  B rown-headed .  A l l  r  can  say  i n  t h i s
case  i s  t o  l ook  a t  t he  w id th  and  l eng th  o f  t he  nape  band
S la te r  Vo l  2 ,  page  62 ,

John  C .  Wa l te r
9  H i l l  S t ree t ,  p i t t swo r th ,  4Z56

SICryIINC 0F IEE WEEK bY Yera Slnon

Ttne...I2 ll00N., l{ondqy 25th t'Ieroh 1985.

Scme..Front ortrance looromba 01it CiW Eal.lrhrthvea St.

Aotl.on.{ysetf ertttirg f,ron Town Ha,L1r ilowa the drtte narble ste1n.

0n ry rfglrt fte high railtngs of {be Counctl Gorden...a lnclcet sisetl

l"arm sulroundeil W pocket sizeal gatd€B ssaf,qJnlng pt.nk anit whlte begpalag.

0n the pocket slaeal lam A FOCKEt SIZED ffi,OHN EIruTON QUAIL......

I looked at QtraLl...qllail loobd, at ne....andfquai.lorlrLt baolc to tbe beguatas

Jurt as fagt -ae a quaLl oan gP.

Scene ag before.,.eto6pt for one ercited fma-Le epealdng to hersElt.

rA quel-}...A Broru tnrttm Quall.".Ln Euthven St.r and sinilar sotrnds of

aFaa@Dt,

hd of aeene;

hrt ?rhst ttrougbts tha sigbting eonJureil up.. ".
Ig he (or sfre) Ueine fattened for a l{ayoral Dlnner?

fe he (or ahe) a Coturcil secret attr-'aetion?

lfhere ttid he (or shc) coe fron?

Henoc the 1nen. (with apologies to A.A.ffiu'm. )

There onee wes a Quailrrho livett in a becl.

0f beepnias ptnk and begpnias red.

And all day longr ts ho rquaiLed'r he wouldl think

0f begpnies red, ...BDd begonlasrpink.
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TIELD DAY FOR MAY 1.985

Da te :  Sunday ,  26  May  1985

Assemb ly  Po in t :  P IGOTT 'S  CAR PARK

T ime :  7 .15  am fo r ' 7 . 30  am SHARP

This area has an abundance of  dams and
wa te r  b i rds  as  we l l  as  the  usua l  bush
br ing  you r  l unch  and  en joY  the  day .

Anyone  w i . sh ing  t ranspor t ,  p lease  phone
on  32L54O.

t/ Rr,

- - -ooO---

FIELD DAY FOR JUNE

DAIC : SUNdAY 23 JUNE 1985 PIACC : HOGARTH ' S SVTAMP, PITTSWORTTI
Assemb ly  Po in t :  P igo t t s '  Ca r  Pa rk

T ime :  7 .15  am fo r  depar tu re  a t  T .SO am SHARp

Th is  t r i p  i s  sub jec t  t o  ra in  fa r l i ng  i n  t he  mean t ime .  The  swamp
is  d ry  a t  p resen t ,  and  i f  i t  r ema ins  d ry  an  a l t e rna t i ve  ou t i ng
w i l l  be  a r ranged .

ROYAL AUSTRALASIAN ORNIT}IO!.OGISTS I 'NION

presehts

1985 ANNUAL CONGRESS

127-29 September 1985)
and

CAMPO[.|T

(30 September-4 October 1985)
CALL FOR PAPERS AND INTENTION TO ATTEND

we have decided against  having a theme for  the 1985 Annual  Congress.  Strong themes in the past  have doublessat t racted contr ibut ions and of ten much interest ,  but  they have a lso delerred potent ia l  contr ibulors through themistaken bel ie f  that  papers outs ide the theme were not  wanted.
For  the 1985 Congress,  we urge contr ibut ions f rom al l  orn i thologis ts ,  whether  they consider  themselves amateurs
or professionals.

Ornithology is one of those rare sciences in which amateurs can be more knowledgeable than professionals in
many areas. Both amateurs and professionals in Australia are now contributing substantially to a wide variety of
orn i thological  topics:  populat ions,  d is t r ibut ion,  communi ty  ecology,  breeding b io logy,  feeding,  migrat ion,  behaviour ,
physiology, taxonomy, field identif ication, banding, ccmputer applications, techniques of photography,
cinematography and sound recording, art and education, and many otlrers of broad interest.
The Annual  Congress is  the p lace to share knowledge.  Papers ane not  a lways the end resul t  o f  a completed study.They may present  a s ingle idea.  Of ten i t  is  those papers that  generate most  c l iscussion.
A Congress should be an exchange of  in format ion and ideas So let  us hear  of  your  current  in terests.
The congress is  to  be held at  the Dar l ing Downs Inst i tu te of  Advanced Educat ion,  ToowooMBA and campout  at'Bul lamon Pla ins ' ,  THALLON, eueensland.

Approximate regis t rat ion for  Congress _ $35 (3 days)
Approximate camping fee for  S days _ $5

P lace : LAIDLEY CREEK'

swamps, so we can hope for
b i rds  on  th i s  ou t i ng ,  so

Ann on 3O32O7 or Angela


