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EDITORIAL

F i r s t  o f  a l l  I  mus t  say  thank  you  to  Les ley  as  she  w i l l  be  d i s t r i bu t i ng
th i s  News le t te r  as  I  am go ing  on  ho l i days ,  b i rd ing  o f  cou rse .

June marks the is tar t  o f  the Duck and Quai l  shoot ing season,  someth ing
tha t  I  f i nd  pe rsona l l y  d i s t r ess ing .  I t ' s  no t  on l y  t he  "open  season "
ducks  and  qua i f ,  bu t  a l l  t he  o the r  p ro tec ted  b i rds  tha t  a re  sho t  o r

wo rse  s t i 1 l  l e f t  wounded .

The  B i rd  Observe rs  C Iub ,  i n  an  a r t i c l e  on  the  F reck led  Duck ,  a
p ro tec ted  spec ies ,  s ta ted  tha t  i f  t he  mor ta l i t y  t h i s  yea l .  compares
w i t t r  t ha t  o f  t he  goo l  Lagoon  S .A .  shoo t  i n  March  1980 ,  when  500  o f

an est imated 700 b i rds d ied,  and that  o f  March 1982 when some 800

o f  an  es t ima ted  3OO0 F reck led  Ducks  i n  V i c to r i a  were  sho t ,  i t  w i l l

be more than the populat ion can stand,  8S a nat ional  count  of

F reck led  Ducks  i n  January  1983 ,  du r ing  a  seve re  d rough t ,  reco rded

a  t o ta l  o f  7926  b i r ds .

Hab i ta t  des t ruc t i on  i s  ano the r  cause  fo r  conce rn ,  no t  on l y  w i th  the

Freck led  Duck ,  bu t  a l so  w i th  ou r  o the r  endangered  spec ies '

What  is  the answer? Educat ion -  we must  he lp people to  change

the i r  a t t i t ude  t o  t hese  b l oodspo r t s .

ANGELA KILMARTIN,  Edi tor .

- - -oo0oo- - -

MEMBERS'  BIRD NOTES
@b.4 .85  DDIAE  S ta f f  C lub  MJ ,  SP
Red-capped  Rob in  25 .5 .85  Ha r r i s t own .Ceme ta ry  JD
ned -capbed  Rob in  5 .5 .85  Cec i l  P l a i ns  Road ,Da lby  JS ,  AS
ned-ca -pbed  Rob in  (m  &  f  )  29 .4 .85  G lenva le  S ta te  Schoo l  LB ,  JB
Eas te rn  Sp ineb i l l  L2 .3 .85  Mabe l  S t ree t  AK
Musk  Lo r i kee t  11 .3 .85  Mabe l  S t ree t  AK
Bu f f - banded  Ra i l  ( Juv )  8 .3 .85  W i thco t t  JS ,  AS
Red-whiskered Bulbul  March 85 Botanica l  Gardens,  Sydngy JS,  AS
Wande r i ng  Wh is t l e -duck  24 .3 .85  Sandga te  JS ,  AS
Co l la red  Spar rowhawk  5 .5 .85  Cec i l  P la ins  Road ,  Da lby  JS ,  AS
Glossy  g la -c t  Cocka too  25 .4 .85  Ca loundra  tu rno f  f  ,  B ruce  H 'way  JS ,  AS
Red-necked  Avoce t  15 .5 .85  Dye rs  Lagoon  JS ,AS
L i t t l e  Wa t t l eb i r d  26 .4 .85  He rvey  Bay  JS ,  AS
Wh is t l i ng  K i t e  ( 7 )  L4 .4 .85  Hoods  Lagoon  LB ,  JB
Budgerigar (72) 4. S. eS CLifton turnoff New England Hiehuay- LB, _{B = _
Ground  Cuckoo-sh r i ke  (3 )  21 .5 .85  Boundary  Rd ,  G lenva le  JB ,  LB
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 25.4.85 Jct Stockyard Ck & Saunpit Gully Rd .JB.IE
L i t t l e  Lo r i kee t  ( 15 )  1 .5 .85  Mabe l  S t ree t  AK
Jacky  W in te r  13 .5 .85  Mabe l  S t ree t  AK
Regen t  Bowerb i r d  ( f )  10 .5 .85  Mabe l  S t  AK
Channe l -b i l l ed  Cuckoo  13 .5 .85  No r th  S t ree t  AK
Wh is . l i ng  K i t e  16 .5 .85  Wes t  &  S tenne r  S t ree t s  AK
wh i te -headed  P igeon  Mar  &  Apr  1985  M idd le  R idge  GG
Wh i te -headed  P igeon  (20 )  19 .5 .85  Wes t  &  Tay lo r  S t ree t s  GG
Whi te -headed  P igeon  28 .4 .85  Mabe l  S t ree t  AK
C icada -b i r d  27 .4 .85  Mabe l  S t ree t  AK
Su lphu r - c res ted  Cocka too  (3 )  21 .5 .85  Mackenz ie  S t ree t  GG
Pa l l i d  Cuckoo  11 .5 .85  F lags tone  Ck  Road  GG
por t  L inco ln  Pa r ro t  (av ia ry  e -scapee?)  19 .4 .85  S tenner  S t  eas t  GG,HMcK

JB John Ball
LB Lesley Beaton
JD Joe Deuble

CG Gloria G1ass SP SandY Pottinger
I\,Ll lvlarilyn Jacobs AS Ann Shor:e
AK Angela Kilnertin JS John Shore

IIMcK Helen McKj-lligan
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MAY OUTING REPORT - LAIDLEY VALLEY

Five cars journeyed to Laid ley where we met  Graham and Ann'  F i rs t

s top in  l ,a iOtey y i . fOua Brown Goshawk,  &D Azure Kingf isher  and a

va r ie t y  o f  wa te rL i tO" ,  w i th  more  wa te rb i rds  a t  a  dam bes ide  the

road  on  the  waY to  Mu lgow ie .

A  Spo t ted  Har r i e r  caugh t  t he  eye  o f  M ichae l  a  b i t  f u r the r  o r ,  and

Ann  and  M ichae l  f l ushed  i t  f o r  us .  A  Res t l ess  F l yca tche r  was  a l so

seen  the re .

Many of  us had never  been down that  road before and found the area

mos t  beau t i f u i  w i th  the  p i c tu resque  c l i f f s  o f  M t  Cas t l e -  Graham

and Cra ig led us on a very p leasant  walk  through pr ivate proper ty

by cour tesy of  the Honora\y  Ranger  of  Mt  Mistake Nat ional  Park.

Everyone was in terested to  have such a good v iew of  the Musk and

o the r  Lo r i kee t s .

we  had  d i f f i cu l t y  hea r ing  each  o the r  f o r  t he  powerboa ts  a t  t he

Dyers Lagoon p: - " t r i "  tab les where we had lunch,  but  were rewarded

b i  t he  s igh t i ngs  o f  Avoce ts  and  P ink -ea red  Ducks .

we wish Ann a safe and enjoyable hol iday in  England.

Members  p resqn t :  M ichae l  A tzen i ,  Nancy  &  F rank  Be}che r ,  Joe

f f iG1ass ,Mar i 1ynJacobs ,Ca thMcGra th ,LynRowan ,
Margo inO Sandy Pot t inger ,  Ann and John -Shore,  Graham and Cra ig

We lden .

Spec ies  s i gh ted :  (No te :  *  i nd i ca tes  ' a1so  a t  Dye rs  Lagoon ' ,  wh i l e
rT--i n?lTaajEes-6-Nly at Dvers Lagoon' )
Aus t ra las ian  Grebe ,  L i t t l e  B lack  &  L i t t l e  P ied  co rmoran ts ,  {h1 - t9 -

S  Grea t  Eg re t ,  S t rawnecked  Ib i s ,

dead) ,  Pa le -headed  Rose1 la ,
r r^a,  l {e lcome Swal low,  Black- ,
e r ,  Res t l ess  F lYca t che r ,  W i l l i e
den -headed  C is t i cq la ,  No isY  and
is t l e toeb i rd ,  S t r i a ted  Parda lo te ,
mmon Mynah ,  O l i ve -backed  Or io le , -
rey *  &  P ied  Bu tche rb i rds ,
,  To r res ian  Crow.  (64  sPec ies )

Mar i l yn  Jacobs
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SOUTH AFRICAN SOJOURN

John  and  I  recen t l y  t ook  a  t r i p  t o  Sou th  A f r i ca ,  pa r t l y  t o
v i s i t  r e l a t i ves ,  and  ma in l y  t o  have  a  ho l i day .  Du r i ng  ou r  t r ave l s
I  hoped  to  ge t  a  b i t  o f  b i rd ing  i o ,  as  we  in tended  to  s top  a t
some na t i ona l  pa rks ,  espec ia l l y  K ruge r .

My  b ro the r  and  h i s  w i fe  l i ved  i n  Johannesburg  and  we  spen t  a
coup le  o f  days  the re  be fo re  se t t i ng  ou t  f u r the r  a f i e ld .  The
rand  dec reased  in  va lue  meanwh i l e ,  and  i t  gave  me  the  chance
to  p i ck  up  an  i nva luab le  book  on  b i rds .  I  had  a l ready  been
len t  "Rober t s  B i rds  o f  Sou th  A f r i ca "  t he  f i e ld  gu ide .  To
th is  I  added "Where to  Watch Bi rds in  so[Thern Afr ica"  by
A .  Be ru t t i  and  J .C .  S inc , l a i r .  Th i s  was  pub l i shed  i n  1983  and
I  was  hooked  as  soon  as  I  saw tha t  t he  f i r s t  chap te r  was  t i t l ed
"F rom beg inne r  t o  tw i t che r . "

Th i s  book  i s  a  gem fo r  t he  b i rdo  en te r i ng  the  unknown  te r r i t o ry
o f  sou the rn  A f r i ca .  I t  t akes  a  good  b i r d i ng  l oca l i t y ,  g i ves
i t s  hab i ta t ;  d i rec t i ons  on  how to  ge t  t he re  p lus  a  sma l l  map ;
l i s t s  t he  b i rds  tha t  a re  pa r t i cu la r l y  seen  the re ,  g i v ing  t i ps
such  as  " .  .  .  on  the  conc re te  b r i dge  ove r  t he  B lack  Umfo loz i  .  .  .  "
(Be ru t t i  and  S inc l a i r ,  1983 ,  p .L77 ) ;  exp la i ns  pe rm i t s  whe re
necessa ry ,  i nc lud ing  add resses  o f  where  to  ob ta in  them;  l i s t s
avai lab le accommodat ion wi th  addresses and te lephone numbers;
and  l as t l y ,  names  any  pub l i ca t i ons  re levan t  t o  tha t  A tea .  I 'm
su re  I  saw more  b i rds  because  o f  t h i s  i n fo rma t ion .

In  the  th ree  weeks  we  were  the re  I  i den t i f i ed  L22  spec ies .  Then
the re  were  a l l  t hose  " tha t  go t  away"  Such  as  the  sw i f t s ,
swa l l ows  and  mar t i ns  tha t  d idn ' t  Ee t t l e  l ong  enough  fo r  me  to
ge t  a  good  s igh t i ng ,  t he  l a rks  tha t  a l l  l ook  the  same,  and  the
twen ty  d i f f e ren t  spec ies  o f  c i s t i co l a !

I  was  ecs ta t i c  w i th  wha t  I  d id  see ,  however ,  and  John  even  go t
a  t h r i l l  ou t  o f  much  o f  t he  b i r d i ng  we  d id .  I t ' s  d i f f i cu l t  t o
l i r n i t  t he  h igh l i gh ts  to  a  few  as  eve ry th ing  was  such  a  de l i gh t .

One memorable occasion was on the road to  the Royal  Nata l  Nat ional
Pa rk .  A  ma le  Long- ta i l ed  Widow was  d i sp lay ing  by  the  s ide  o f
the  road .  H is  l ong  ta i l  f ea the rs  wh ich  a re  a  cha rac te r i s t i c
o f  h i s  b reed ing  p l umage  w@re  abou t  400  mm (16  i ns ) ' l ong .  He
was  chas ing  a_  l i t t l e  b rown  fema le .  She 'd  pop  ou t  o f  t he  ta l l
g rass ,  f l y -a  i ew  me t res  then  d rop  down  aga in .  Meanwh i l e  he rd
i l "y  at ter  her  in  a very ungain ly  manner ,  h is  long ta i l  sebming
to drag h im down as he lumbered in  her  wake bare ly  sk imming
the  g rass ,  un t i l  he  took  a  res t  on  the  fence  w i re .  H i s  red
w ing  pa tches  g lowed  .aga ins t  t he  b lack  o f  h i s  o the r  f ea the rs .

I  t h ink  the  l i t t l e  b i rds  have  g i ven  me  fa r  r i che r  memor ies  than
the  more  consp icuous  ones .  Fo r  examp le ,  t he  l i t t l e  f am i l . y  o f
Rock  Mar t i ns  nes t i ng  under  the  en t rance  a reh  a t  t he  B lyde  R ive r
Canyon  Na t iona l  Pa rk ,  t he  young  faces  pee r ing  down  a t  us  un t i l
t he  pa ren ts  came to  push  food  down  the i r  t h roa ts .  Then  the re
was  the  Red-b i l I ed  F i re f i nch  foss i ck ing  amongs t  t he  rocks  ove r
the  roa r ing  B lyde  R ive r ,  i t s  co lou r  an  i ndesc r ibab le  deep ,  dus ty
p ink .
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P robab ly  the  mos t  su rp r i s i ng  was  the  B lue  Waxb i l l .  The  f i r s t
one we saw was peck ing aroung the gardens at  Satara,  one of
the accommodat ion camps at  Kruger  Nat ional  Park.  The b i rd  was
so  da in t y  and  the  l i gh t  sky -b lue  o f  i t s  b reas t  so  de l i ca te ,
ye t  c lea r l y  seen  f rom qu i te  a  d i s tance .

The Malachi te  Kingf isher  spark led as i t  perched low down amid
the  reeds .  We saw i t  aS  we  fo rded  a  r i ve r  ea r l y  one  morn ing .
At  Skukuza ( the main accommodat ion camp at  Kruger  and the Park
headquar te rs )  t he re  was  a  l a rge  f i g  t ree  ou ts ide  the  res tau ran t
and over look ing the Sabie River  f rom a h igh embankment .  There
were  l i t e ra l l y  hundreds  o f  ye l l ow  Weavers  l i v i ng  i n  t h i s  t ree .
They would swoop down in  large f locks to  the reeds below or
to t t re  edge of  t t re  sandbanks to  dr ink.  Thei r  nests  hung f rom

the  b ranc [es ,  f es toon ing l  t he  t ree  l i ke  Chr i s tmas  deco ra t i ons .
The  cons tan t  tw i t t e r i ng  and  movemen t  kep t  t he  tou r i s t s  agog .

On our  last  day we were taken to  the Korsman Bi rd Sanctuary,
about  a twenty: f ive minute dr ive f rom the centre of  Johannesburg.
I t ' s  a  sma l l  i agoon  in  a  res iden t i a l  subu rb  wh ich  i s  l a rge l y

ma in ta ined  as  a  b reed ing  sanc tua ry .  The re  i s  a  h igh  w i re  fence

to  de te r  i n te r l opeps ,  human  and  o the rw ise ,  t hough  pa rk land  a round

the  pe r ime te r  g i ven  ease  o f  v iew ing .  I t  was  he re  we  saw ou r

f i r s t  non -cap t i ve  f l am ingoes ,  bu t  once  aga in  the  sma l l  b i rds

took  the  spo t l i gh t .  The  f r i nge  o f  t he  l agoon  was  l i ned  w i th

reed beds,  and t t te  ReO Bishops were breeding in  abundance'
Robe r t s '  desc r i p t i on  i s  pe r f ec t  f o r  t h i s  scene ,  " . . .  ma les  f l y

a i r i l y  abou t  o . t ^e t  t he  reeds ,  t he i r  p lumes  pu f fed  ou t ,  i n  s low ,

bumb le -bee - I i ke  f l i gh t  . . . "  (Mc lach lan  &  L i ve rs i dge ,  L982 ,  p ' 573 ) '

They  made  me  th ink  o f  l i t t l e  beacons  b l i nk ing  i n  and  ou t  o f

the  reeds

Our  t r i p  w i l l  be  i nde l i b l y  impressed  on  ou r  memor ies  -  t he

as tound ing  w i l d l i f e ,  t he  magn i f i cen t  scene ry ,  and  o f  cou rse

the  b i r ds .

sou the rn  A f r i ca .  Cape  Town .  C .  S t ru i k  (P t y )  L td '

Mc lach lan ,  G .R .  &  L i ve rs i dge ,  R .  ( 1982 ) Rober ts  Bi rds of  South

Bib l  iography

Be r ru t i ,  A .  &  S inc l a i r ,  J .C .  ( 1983 )

A f r i ca .  4 t t r  ed i t i on .  CaPe  Town .
VoETEt<6r Bird Book Fund.

Where to  Watch Bi rds in

The I ' rustees of  the John

Les ley  Bea ton
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FIELD DAY FOR JUNE

Da te :  Sunday  23  June  1985

Assemb ly  Po in t :  P i go t t s '  Ca r

T ime :  7 .15  am fo r

Th i s  t r i p  i s  sub jec t  t o  r a i n
i s  d r y  a t  p resen t ,  and  i f  i t
w i l l  be  a r ranged .

Place : HOGARTH' S SV/AMP. PITISWORIII

Park

depar tu re  a t  7 .3O am SHARP

fa l l i ng  i n  t he  mean t ime .  The  swamp
rema ins  d ry  an  a l t e rna t i ve  ou t i ng

FIELD DAY FOR JULY 1985

Date :  Sunday

Assemb ly  Po in t

T ime :

Ju l y  28  1985  P lace :

:  P igo t t s '  Ca r  Pa rk

7 . I5  am fo r  depar tu re  a t

Blanchview and Ai rdale

7 .3O am SHARP

- - -oo0oo- - -

ROYAL AUSTRALASIAN ORNITHOLOGISTS UNION

presen ts '

1985 ANNUAL CONGRESS

(27 -29 September 1 985)
and

CAMPOUT

(30 September-4 October 198S)

I  
CALL FOR PAPERS AND INTENTION TO ATTEND

We have decided against  having a theme for  the 1985 Annual  Congress.  Strong themes in the past  have doubless
attracted contributions and often much interest, but they have also deterred potential contributors through th-emistaken bel ie f  that  papers outs ide lhe theme were not  wanted.
For  the 1985 Congress,  we urge contr ibut ions f rom al l  orn i thologis ts ,  whether  they consider  themselves amateurs
or professionals.

Qrni thology is  one of  those rare sc iences in  which amateurs can be more knowledgeable than professionals in
n, lny areas.  Both amateurs and professionals in  Austra l ia  are now'contr ibut ing substant ia l ly  to  a widb var iety  of
orn i thological  topics:  populat ions,  d is t r ibut ion,  communi ty  ecology,  breeding b io logy,  feeding,  migrat ion,  behaviour ,
physio logy,  taxonomy, f  ie ld ident i f  icat ion,  banding,  computer  appl icat ions,  techniques of  photography,
c inematography and sound recording,  ar t  and educat ion,  and many others of  broad interest .
The Annual  Congress is  the p lace to share knowledge Papers are not  a lways the end resul t  o f  a completed study,
They may present  a s ingle idea.  Of ten i t  is  those papers that  generate most  c t iscussion.
A Congress should be an exchange of  in formai ion and ideas.  So let  us hear  of  your  current  in terests.
The Congress is  to  be held at  the Dar l ing Downi  Inst i tu te of  Advanced Educat ion,  TooWOoMBA and Campout  at'Bul lamon Pla ins ' ,  THALLON, eueensland.

Approximate regis t rat ion for  Congress -  $3S (3 days)
Approximate camping fee for  S days _ $5


