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F ie ld  Ou t ings  and  l l on th l y  Mee t ing  -  4 th  Sunday  o f  each  mon th
usua l l y  l eave  f r om P igo t t s r  caD  pa rk  a t  ? .30  d f f i o

Camp ing  t r l ps ,  f i lm  and  s l i de  even ingso

Neus -5hee t

Fub l i shed  mon th l y ,  be fo re  t he  ou t i ng .  A r t i c l eE  have  a  dead l i ne
o f  t he  l as t  day  o f  t he  mon th ,  and  shou ld  be  ma i l ed  t o  t he  Ed i t o r .
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gDITORIAL. JANUARY 1q85.

The unfortunate incid.ent of  the crocodi le at Daintree in December seems,
in microcosm , to contain the basic elenents of the conservat ion stmggle.

Whi le,  natural ly I  have sympathy for the lucklees vict i rn and her relat ives,
one canrt  help but feel  dieuray at the over-reaot ion of the Minister for
the Environrnent and Administrat ive Services, Mr. Mart in Te4ni.

First reports fron the various med.ia were confu.setl as to just how the la!"y
was taken. Whether sh.e ras actually in the water or on a landing was not
clear,  and the r teye-witnessestt  only saw a swlr l  of  rater.  No d.oubt i t
probably was a crocodi le,  but this wao notrao far as f  can tel I  an;rray,
def ini tely eetabl ishet l .  After al l  i t  was late evening at a Chrietnas
party and people were rrcool ing offrr  at  the waters ed.ge r aot real ly son€-
thing one shoul-d. tlo in the Daintree. Ilowever people are people and. it d.oes
happen. The point so far is that i t  was a sinpler sl ight ly si I ly,  hunan
act iv i ty that went wrong.

I t  is Mr. Tennita response that perturbs me. Ee wants to neradlcaterl

crocod.iles from certain areas of the North and decrees that arqr one who g
d.oee not agree is rrstupid.rf .

Well,  Mr. Tenni, I  d.onrt agree aud I resent being called. stupid.

Tbere ane a lot of risks in this llfe and I for one d.o not eee as an
answer eradicating creatures such aE crocodiles slnply because a fer
people go beyond. the bounds of conmon sense and one of them pays the penalty,
As far as I can gather only one person was taken by a crocodile over the
holiday period (and. thls vas the firet for about ten years) while mar\y
tirnes thig nunber rlleil, and will yet dier on tbe highwaye. It seens to ne
that our roads are more elgnlficantly a part of the environment to more
people than the Daintree River is to the corhparatively fev folk who live
there. Mr. Tenni would be better employed directing wbatever talents he
may have to erad.icatlng the inmeaeurabLy greater risks you and. I face
every tine we d.rive.

I clonrt have statiet ica oD the matter but I would suggest that very few
people sucoumb to crocodile attackr or shark attackr or gnake biter or
bee sting, or box jel ly-f ish or any of the possibly sini lar natural
d.angers. However if IVir. Tennirs convoluted thinking is extendecl firrther
then perhaps we shall  see the eradication of aII t f ,e above creatures I
sinpty beceuse of their potential d.anger. But w\y stop there ? Are not
some motorists potentially clangerous ? Perhaps Mr. Tenni will erad.icate
then fron the roads. That WOULD save llves.

fnotive stuff ? Perbaps, but I make no apoloryr because the treatment
hancletl out by Mr. Tenui and his ilk to the environment raj-ses enotions in
me (and I hope, you) that perhaps someday w111 right some of the thinklng
that pervades the corridors of Governmentr Federalr State and Local,

To me the environnent is not you and I safe fron crocodileer but you
and I AND crocodiles, or any other creature, each playLng a role in the
gcheme.

Tbe slmple faot that esoapes I1[r. Tennl ia that nankind ie not Godrs only
creat ion.

Ron llopkinson.

RENEWAL OF SUBSCRIP'I'IONS.
IT IS THAT TIME 0F YEAR. Attaobed to your news-eheet thie nonth is a
subecrlpt ion renewal sl ip. \aJe ask you to fornard i t  togetber with the fee
to the Secretary. Thank you.

Th.e Executive
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"/' BrR.D$ oio'rir*rr.
Few wond,ers touch man as deeply as the porer of natural  f l ight.
Our mechanical approximati.ons are coarse by conparison and
we are wel l  aware of i t .  Natural  f l ight jo ins creature and sky.
There is no intrusion. No binl  is foreign to the wind.
When re lift ourselvee aray from the earth it ls our superb
intel l igence that is putt iug us there but there is not intel l igence
enough to f ind a tay in for us. We can never real ly jo ln the slqr.
I'rle und.erstand urany of lts forces and we can eall upon them
with steel and, glass and tons of wire and r ivets.  But our sense of
a l iena t ion  is  never  a l lev ia ted .

We have beea ratching bizrts since before we were men.
They f l icked their  shadows across our path with elegant
d.lsd.ain when ye were yet without language. We listened to the
wincl  in their  feathers from our perches in trees. And when re

, Progressed enough we marvelled. at their beauty of colour and
v for:m. Man has always wond,efed. about the bird. ft wouttl be a

tragedy beyond. meaaure, fat beyond. eonprehension; if the
course we have eet should leave us nothlng to woad.er about but
ourselvea. Ind.eed,r thenr nan night wel l  wond.er about man.
fn the meantime prayer would not seem out of orler. We night
wel l  pray that our lntel l igence not have as i ts enal prod.uct the
elinination of beauty from earth, and bird. fron eky.

( Introduct lon to the book rr3irds and F1ight" by Roger Caras.
Publ lshed by Westover Publ ishiug Co.)

FLIGET.

To watch an eagle soaring above us is possibly one of the nost appealing
aspeots of blrd ratching. Tbe blrdrs nastery of the sky leavea ua earth-
bound. observerg envious. Not for hin the tr ip to the aj-r1ine off lce weeks
beforehand. to save money by ad.vance bookiug, or the long wait at the
airport for stand.-by seate. With the eagle, or any other bird (except

,\- '  for certain f l ightLese specles) ft  fs oiurply "up, up and awayrr.

But how ls lt d.one? Tbat questlon must have puzzled, rnarly observers in the
days before the science of aerod.ynamice. 0ver the years the principles
involved have been dlscovered.r stud,ied and. applled to nanrg trachines. But
the rigitl wing of a fixed wing aircraft with lts two or tbree movable
features is a sinple t levice conpared to the wing of a blrr l .

American al.rcraft d.esigners inetalled instnrnents and a canera in an
aircraft and eent i t  aloft to fol low a blrt l  of prey so that they coulcl
measure and record d.ata of its flight. The blrcl they tested. waa an Aruerican
Black Vulture (Coragyps atratus), which is not generally coneidered a good.
soarer. The results of the experinent astonishecl the d.eeignere. The
resietance of the birdrs body to the air was practlcal. ly ni lr l ike a thin
plate. The nrlturets r ing ras later tested in a wind. tunnel, ueed for
measuring airflor around, al.rcraft wings. There, the results were so poor
that an aircraft given a glnilar aerofoll oould not have left the ground.
The experinent proved the superiority of the living creature which can
nould and alter the wing to tbe resistance of the eurrounding air.

This sa.ue abil i ty has frustrated pi lote of sporte gl idero seeking thernaL
updrafts tbat nake their ooaring faster and eagier. It sonetimee happens
that the pl lote ahare a ther:na1 with a soaring raptor. But because of the
birdfs abil i ty to adJust i ts aerodynarnic quall t ies i t  can increase its rate
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of, elimb and ls soon circling high above the glid.er. Try as he night the
pi lo t  is  le f t  behind.

Winge of bircls and aircraft share the sarne general aerofoil. shapee with
a thickened lead.ing ed.ge and tapered, trailing etlge, creatj-ng a strearn-
lined shape with a convex upper surf,aoe and conoave und.ersurface, Air
f lowing past the upper surface travels faster than air f lowing beneath.
This phenomenon creates a lower air pressure above the wing. The d.i f fer-
ence in the preaeures above and below createe l i f t .

I f  the wing is t i l ted uprarde in relation to the airf lor greater force is
cneated on the rlng und.ereide thus increasing t i f t .  Tbe d.egree of t i l t  is
cal led the angle of attack. However when a certain point of t i l t  is reached
air can no longer flow smoothly over the upper surface and the turbulence
thus caused. d.estroye l i f t  and init iateg stalI.  0n the leading edge of a
birdrs wlng is a group of feathers (the alula or bastard. wing) which keeps
the airf low smooth aa the ring t i l te, thus pe:cmitt iag a eteeper angle of
at tack.

The ratio between the length and breadth of the wing is the aepect ratio.
Thus a longr narrow wing rould. have a hlgh aepect ratio, which nakes it
more efflclent for sustained gliding and soaring (tne Wanaerlng Albatrose
is a good. erample). Al l  bird.e, of courae, reflect an adaptation to a par-
ticular mod.e of existence and conpromises made in sing shape and body
weight to suit the environmental nicbe exploited. by the part icular epecies,
give birds varied fllght capabilities. Thue an eagle has a ring of lower
aspect ratio than the albatrossr but the eagle can stLl l  soar and gl ide
very weII and caa take off and alight in more reatricted coaditions than
are required. by the big sea bird.

Wing loadlng is an inportant faator controlling the flying perfomance.
It is the reight carried by a given unit area of wing and varies with the
weight of the bird and the area of the ring. Blnls rith a dlfferent aspect
ratio could have a simllar r ing loading."GenerallXr a lower ving loadj-ng
enables a much slorer f l lght abil i ty. A bigher loading asslsts high speed
diving. The flight patterns of a $potted Eauier and Peregrine Falcon lII-
ustrate thls point. The longl broad wings of the Eerrier have to support
a snaller proport ion of body weight than does a ginl lar area of the Faloonfe
pointed wings.Wing loadting also governs the dlarneter of the turnlng circle:
the l"ower the loadlng the smaller the cLrcle. SmaIIer eoarlng birds thus
could. utilize sslaller thermals earlier ln the day than bigger blrd.s rith
higher wiag loading.

Basically the wings }if,t and propel the bird, ancl the telI steers but the
functions overlapr ae do the rud.der and aileron in a fixed wlng aircraft.
Tails are important for steering in confiaed areas suoh as anong trees.
The Goshavk ls tbe example here: its tail is longer in proportion to body
size than the tail of a birrl which does not need to turn sharply in and
out of foreated, areasr

f have toucned here on juet a fev of the factors that get our big raptor
soaring aboye us. It  is an lnteresting subJect wlth rnany complexit ies.
Ylhen we conpare the helicopters of the bird. worlcl, tbe tlny hunningbird.s
with thej.r J0 ringbeats per secondl to the dynanlc soarLng ability of the
albatross at eea rhere there are fer, if antrr, themal upclrafts, f,e see a
vast eubJect rhich defiee crlt ical analysie.

For us earthlings the ansrer is perhaps after all to tnrd.ge down to the

airline office and make advance bookings.
Referencest The 3fuda (f,ffe Nature Library). Roger Tory Petereon'

Birds of Prey of Brltain and E\uope. D!. M. Bouchner. Ila.sllyn..
DeIl Encyclopetlia of Birrls. Bertel Brtl,un. Delaoorte Press.
Birds of Prey, Ecology and Biologxr. L. Broxn. Eamlyn.
Birrig of Prey of the World. Grossman and Eanlet. Bonanza 3ooks.

Ron Hopklnson
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EXECUTTVE R}.IPORT

@ k n o w , t h e E x e c u t i v e s e n t a 1 e t t e r t o t h e T o o w o o n b a
City Council regarding the nanrlng of the Waterbird. Habitat. YJe re-
quested that the Csuncl l  not automatlcal ly accept the name Reetly
Lagoons put forward by the Bicentennial Committee. [fe felt a more
histor ic name ref lect ing the or lglns of Toowoomba ras more' in keeping
wi th  a  B icentenn ia l  p ro jec t .

Ann and Marilyn delivered this personally to the Deputy Town Clerk.
A pet i t ion tas aleo started and. about 1/ l  nanes were col ]-ected..  Theee
were hancled. to Alderman Ian Ihight. So far we have achleved bhe aim of
gett ing the Counci l  to consider al ternat ives and the natter ie to be
ilealt with ln conmittee on 20th January.

b) Diana requested that we change our bank account from the Commonwealth
to the Nat ional Bankl as the lat ter has a branch at the Wilsonton
Shopping Centrer which would be nore convenient for her.  This was
agreed upon.

c) trre club is hoping to get a nist-nett ing and bird-banding proJect
started, in our area. I have written to the Ar.lstralian 3ird. and Bat-
banding Scheme requestin6 a banderrs licence. Mike Hines rho was at
the R.A.O.U. camp 1! l  happy to give a demonstrat ion week-end ln Apri l .

A number of Birct Club rnembers and Toowoomba Field Nats have shown
in teres t  in  the  pro jec t .

d) Those people who were at the filn eveni.ng are alread.y aware tbat this
year we have been asked to join Greenratch and the Toowoonba Fieltl.
Natural ists Club in a joint  display at the Hobby-n;Craft  Speetacular.
The thene will be the Waterbircl Habitat. PLEASE PEOFE IlE, 12 6262,
IF YOU ARE ABLE TO HELP ON THAT WET]K-!.iI[D FEBRUARY 14.15-16Th.

J,esley Beaton. Presid.e[t .

FIELD DAY REPORT.
Ron and Nancy Goodingts property,  Kl l larney distr ict .  24/11/95.

A pronpt meetlngr in Warr lck at 8"1tan.p of a large group of Club members,
made a good beginning to the day we had looked. forwarrcl to with lots of
pleasant ant lc ipat ion and some trepidat ion. f t  ras a sunnyr cool mogning
but would. the nany varietiee of bj-rd.s we had seen in the vari.ous areas
put thenselves on show today?

First  stope sone 2O ki lornetres along the road in a l ight ly forested. area
didnrt  prod.uce much in var iety of numbers. So on ve went to the homestead
for an early norning tea and an introducti.on to the Kookabu.ma hatched the
previ.ous fortnight in a conveni.ent hole in a Pepperina tree behind the
house. But even he was ehy and hid i.n shadow.

Then we drove up the mountain road. to nountaj-n forest and scrrrb and. beau-
t i ful  scenery but no sign of Spotted Qual l- thrush we had hoped to show off .

The d.istinctive call of the Red Wattlebird, was apparent but it was some
time before we sar seyeral. A Fantail Cuckoo hatl all members confused by
his unfa"ni l iar cal l .

Back at the honestead lunch was interrupted by a phone caII fron a neigh-
bourr Annl rhich had everTrone tunbllng d.ownstairs to catob a brief sight.
of  four Yel low-tai led 31ack Cockatoos! Was i t  good enougb for a posit ive
ident i f icat ion? A humied dr lve up the pattdock to try to see them closer
wasnrt  succegsful .  A rarnble up the creek was nore prod.uct ive--a Koala--
but even the l i t t le regulars l ike Red-browed. Firetai la rere ret icent.
Then, at the very rast monent, there ra6 a Tar4y Frogmouth sitting on a
neet in the fork of a b-ucalypt. A ray of sunlight shone on the 9gg, whieh
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appeared to be baLancing precariously on the edge of the nest and hardly
in  a  su i tab le  pos i t ion  fo r  success fu l  i .ncubat ion .  I  have been ab le  to
observe the bird and nest f ron the homestead. verandahrand she seemed. to
si t  for another week or so and then was gone.

A success fu l  d .ay?  Yes,  and nos t  enJoyab le .

SPECTES rrST.  24/11 /85.
Nancy Good.ing.

W= En route Warwick.. S= Qooding;f g property.
AustraLasian Grebe(G) ndt-rmpd Parpot(GVtt)
Great Corrnorant(W) Fdh-ttd Cuckoo(G)
Whi te- faced Heron(CW) Common KoeI(C)
Sacred lb is(w)  Chaanel -bt r t  Cuckoo(G)
Straw-necked Ib ie(G) Pheasant  Ooucal (W)
Paclf ic 3lack Duck(W) Tawny Frogrnouth(G)
Maned Duok(CW) taughing Kookaburra(GW)
Blk-shlrd., Ktte(Y{) Sacred. Kingfisher(c)
Aust .  Kestre l (GW) Dol larb i rd(G)
Aust .  Bnrsh- turkey(c)  Welcone Swal low(G)
Masked. tapwing(W) eairy Martin(W)
Feral Pigeon(W) 31k-fcd Cuckoo-Shrike(GW)
Bar-sh ldrd.  Dove(C) Yel low-eyed C/shr ike(c)
Crested Pigeon(GVrl) Cicadabinf (G)
Wonga Pigeon(G) Coli len Whistler(G)
Yel low-t ld  BlackCt too(C) Rufous Whist ler (G)
calah(Gvr) Grey Shrike-thrush(G)
Sulphur-crs td C' too(CW) Grey Faataf l (C)
Scaly-brstd Lorikeet(W) Wilt le wagtal l(G)
Aust. King Parrot(c) Eastern whlpblrd(c)
Cockatiel (GW) Superb Fairy-wren(G)
Crinson RoseIIa(G) White-browed Scrubwren(G)
Eastern Rosella(GVu) Brown Gerygone(G)
Pale-hd Rosella(W) white-thrtd Gerygone(G)

Browa Thornbil l(G)
Yellor-mpd Thornbil l  (  c )
White-thrtd Treecreeper( G)
Red Wat t teb inf (c)
Spiny-ohkd Honeyeater( A )
Striped Eoneyeater(C)
Noisy Miner(G)
LewlnIs  Eoneyeater(G)
Yellow-fcd. Honeyeater(G)
Srorn-hded Honeyeater(G)
Scar le t  Honeyeater(G)
Spotted Pard.alote(G)
Striated Pard.alote ( G)
Silvereye (G)
fiouse Sparror(GW)
RerI-brwd Firetai l(G)
Conmon Starling(W)
0l ive-bckd.  Or io1e(G)
Satin Borer'birld. 1 G )
Aust. l{agpie-lart(CW)
3lk-fcd ffood.sral low(W)
Pied Sutcherbird(Cw)
Aust. Magpie(cW)
Pied Currawoug(G)

Torresian Crow(CW)

JJ Speeies.

MEMBERS I BIND I{OTES
f f iret t t tre Egret ternred.iate r igretr14.1.86. Arr four
present at Eood,ts J,agoon, LB. REE. AK.
Austral ian Hobbr: ! .1.86. Sotla Springs Road.(Hunting a Martin). LB. AK.
Whiskered.  fern:  14.1"85.  Eoodrs Lagoon ( t l  t i rAs)  .  LB.  RXS, AK.
Eastern Grass Or118.1.85. trSelved.ere ne Condanlne f latsrKll larney.NG. RG.
Crested Se1lbiral l  4.8.81. Dirranbandl Q. (nale). J'rV. RW.
Whj . te-brored.  Babbler :  18.7.85.  L l t t le  Deser t ,  V ic .  ( f lock)  JW. RW.
chestnut-crowned, Babbrer: 1.8.85. l[acQparle Marehes, NSI[. .rw. Rvf .
Lit t Ie Grassbird,.11.1,B5. Welcarnp/Westbrook Road..Boundary of Sectors 1&2

t3. REE. AK.
Calamanthus:27,7.85. Port Campbell N.P. Vic. JW. Rly.

LB: Lesley Beaton. NG: Nancy Good.ing. RGr Ron Goodlng, REH: Ron Hopki.naon
AK: Ange1a Kilnart in. Jl{:  John Walter. RiT: Ruth l lalter.
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FIEL! DAY I 'OR JANUARY 1q85.

nate: Sunclay January 26th 1986.
Pl-ace: Redwood. Park.
Assembly Point :  P igot t rs  car  park.
Time: 7.15altr for departure 7.lQalln SHARP.
Leader :  Les ley Seaton.

For this t ime of year this wllr be a nortr lng outing, f iniohing about
mid-morning. Of courser Xou are welcome to press on if  so incfined.

FI.BID DAY FOR FESRUARY 1985.
DaterSunday, February 21td. 1 !85. Seginners Outing.
Place: Picni.o Point/South St. area.
Assembly Point :  P igot t ts  car  park.
T ime:  7.15am for  depar ture 7.1On SHARP.
Leaders: AngeIa Kllmartln & Ron llopkinson.

This is the Beginners outing fol lowing on fron interest created. at the
Hobby-n-Craf t Spectacular.

LIBRARY NOTES.
The CIub nor  hag a copy of  the R.A.O.U. .A, t las of  Austra l ian Bi rds.  This  is
available for borrowlng from the Librarian.

l\bl ications Received..
The Darl ing Downs Natural ist Newsletterr No. 175. Septenber 1985,

No.  176,  0ctober  19e5
No. ]JJ Novenber 19e5
No. l f8 December 1985

The Darl ing Downs Natural lst rrJournalrr '  Vol. 8. No. 2. Deoember 1985
WorLd, Wildl i fe Fund, Austral ia, No. 21, October-Deoenber, 198,
The Bird Observer. No. 644. September 1985.

No.  645.  October  1985
No. 545. Novenber 198,
No. 547. Deeenber 1985

The Austral ian Bird lVatcher. VoI. 11, No. {. Decenber 1985
Ur imbir ra.  Yol .  1 !  No.  9,  September 118!

Vol .  1 !  No.  10 October  1985
Vol .  1 t  No.  1 i  November 1985

Q.O.S .  News le t te r  Vo } .  15  No .  B .  Sep tember  1 l8 l
VoI .  16 No.  9 0ctober  1985
Vol .  15 No.  1O l {ovenber  198,
Vol ,  15 No.  1 1 Decenber  198,

Out  of  the West  (3 .O.Co /oung members newslet ter )  No.  )  $ovembet  1985
trlancy Belcher
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