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EDITORIAL. - FEBRUARY 1 O85.

O}ILY A TITTTE PLANET.

If you have been looking for Halleyfe Conet lately you have probably been

impressed. by the sheer number of stars visl.ble to even the unaitled eye.
These stars in turn are separated by a blacknese whlch seens to stretch
endlesely .  In  fact ,  i t  doee.

For all the stars you see are Just a fer of, all the etare tbere arer and

all  the blackness you see is Just a slLce of al l  the blaoknees there ls.
Qur intel l lgence, as yet, is unable to t lef ine boundaries to i t .

The little planet on wbich tre stand to observ. 
"if 

thie is Earthp the third'
planet fron the Sun-- and tbe softestr green€et antl ni]-dest of the nine.
tne onty one whicb can support our life. The only one rhich re havel thue

f,arrfound to be capable of eupportin6 any forn of llfe. It eeeme solial

and rocky and its resources seen l lnit less but i t  real ly ie a emallr.  J

(fnf inft lsnally so), degcate bubble on rhich re are al l  passe1g€r8o

Each year the nunber of passeagers increaseg. Iu tbe nitlclle 1800rs the

Earthis population rae estinated at 1000 rnillion. Lees than a century

later, in tfre 1)21ter l t  hatl  d.oubled,. BV 1961 it  had reaohed' 5000 Mil l lon.
The Unlted. Nations estlnate nor iE tbat by the feaD A.D. 2000 lt will have

itoublei l  again to 5000 mtl l ion or evetr 7000 nl l l ton.

AL1 these millions (wbich includ.es you arld ne)1 neeil foods clotbing;
shelter from the elementg andrae moderrr llfe for many of the nilllons

becones more sophist icatedl minerals to provicle other need'g.

Theee needs cause us to dig and tear at this bubble to obtain our food;

to bull<l our cit iese to get the netals for notor care and the oi l  to
porer them. Yet sone of us can see d.argers to the bubbLe ln unrestrLctecl

iigsing and. tearingS re can recognLze the rigke t ln the J.ong ternt of

aeilroying bushlaod to bulltl bousing estatee. Berein are the basics of the

congervation creed-- the necessity to balaoce our material needs with

what is best to preserye the bubble on rblch re aL1 travel through spa,ce.

The faet that you are read,lng this llers-sheet nakes you a conservationlst

to a greater or enaller degree. To be suffLcLently lnterested in one form

of 1i ie (tn trrts cas€, bird.l i fe) to;ofn a club devotetl  to Lts stud'y

meana, I think, that you care about the continuatLon of, that lifefom anil

thereiore it follows that you caro about the continuation of, your o;n

Iifefour, Tbls carin8 ie the baal'a of conservation'

preeently, it is feshionable for tbe varioua news n6dia to refer to con-

eervetioniste as nGreeniesI and deplct tben ae unkenptr alternatlve llfe-

styfel people who bury theneelvee in front of, bul ldozera. I donft aay thte

to-denl i ra ie  tboee people or  the i r  act lons l  because theyp. tooe oare l  but

nuch can also be acconpllabert btrr people ln suit antt tie or evenlng gof,n.

We need to enlLghten others to the dangere, to watch at your local

level for digging or tearing whieh endaagers your little blt of, tbe bubblet

Earth.

It would be the ultinate atupidity and tragedy if re allored our lltt1e

bubble of a plaaet to burstg for in roulcl nrsh tbe uninaglnable aold of

the blaokrr€gg e

Ron Eopkinson.
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TELEPATHY IN ANIMATS

In 1944 a popular digest nagazine had a story about a group of scientists
in Chioago who were experimentisg r i th notbs. A female noth of a rare
speciee was placed, in a roon, and four nilee evay a nale noth of the sa^Ee
species rag releaaed.. In a feu hours the male noth was found. beating lts
wlngs against the wlndow of the roorn in which the female raa aonfined. The
ecli tor declared that he believed that ideae f1y; with the sureneaa with
which the female moth communicatecl her whereabouts to the nale, acrosg
incredj-ble barrlers to the one mind. for whlch they are originally intended..

Here is a sinple experlnent that rill nake you ronder whether the bird.s
too, possess telepathic or clairvoyant power. In the off-seasonr put eone
ecraps of breacl in the baokyard. fhere isnrt a bird iu sight. 3ut barrlly
have you entered. the house before birrle begin to congregate. First ooxne
sparrors and rtens, then robinsr and ln two or three ninutes the yard. is
filled rlth blrrls. hrt out anythlng but food and. not a bird eBpearso lfhat
bringe them to Jrour yarri ? Hor d.o they icnow tbe bread 1g food for then ?
Science can gLve no answers.

Erlrin C. Uill in bis broadcast of Febnrar lT, 1947 r in talkl.ng about
butterf,I ies, made the statenent that the more ecj,entists investigatel the
nore they are becorning convinced tbat birds and insects have a rLreless
of their of,n or sone other invisible nanner of conmuuication rith one
another. This has long been a theory expound.ed, by nature etr.ld.ents r and.
aa a natter of factz rnanlf books have been rr i t ten on the subJeetl notably
one by tfflllia^ur J. Long; rrHow Animals Talkn.

Itrs interesting to note that durlng the last nar, our Amy Signal Corps,
ia experinenting with carrier pigeons and short-f,&ve radio, found. that
pigeons were affected by the radio ravea and oftenl rhen confusedr flew
in circles and were lost.

When ve consider that the swallows of San Juan Capistranol Californiag
fly away each Octobet 25 and return each March 1! rtth unfailing punc-
tualityl that tagged salmon releaeed fron Colurnble River points spencl
four years in the Pacif io 0ceanr tben conslstently return to the spots
from rbich they departed.S that dogn and cats taken nany miles from their
hosres have returnedl that rlld duaks and geese wlng their way back to
their origi.nal localitieeg that other inexplieable thJ.ngs are too nunerous
to nention here, are re not faced wlth the fact that there are wave rad-
Lations and telepathio forces aleo operating in the f ieh; bird and
aninal kingd.ons, ln fact, ln everXrthing around. us ? Sone wrlters clain
that all living things have the neans of comnunicating with each otherl
and in view of the Yale erporimentsr thie nay not be so farfetched. after al l .

(Collected. fron a book by Claude M. 3ri.gtol antl contributed. here by
Joe Deuble) .

& l i tor fg  Note.
Thank you to Joe for this. Certainly there are means of oonmunication
such as d.escribed. abovel and they are not restricted. to the loser
orders. There have been instanoee of human capability in this arear tsotre-
tlnes turned to theatrieal purposes but nonetheless genuine.

Some nenbers nay reoall The Pid.d.ingtons--a husband. and rife team who rere
subjectetl  to tests for fraud but wbo confounded their cri t ics. As I
remember it one test involved one of then remaining oa the ground. uader
supervlsion while the other ras taken aloft by dircraftr and. raa aleo

v

\,
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supervised. After the aircraft

and before the airoraft laad.ed
told to the euPervlsorY grouP.
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was niles away a message waa given to one
the correct nessage hacl been received aad'
Eor ?

Many years ago in the tlays of the Sritish Raj in Ind'ia a oertaLn fakir

had- a reputai ion of being telepathic. Sone English off igers decid'ed to

test him. A fer of them ienained with the aesistant rhi le the others

took the fakir several niles away and vere to give hln a necsage to

communicate to the assistant. After sone tine the two groups met agaj'n

and the few who harl been wlth the assistant revealed that he had said

nothing to then anct tnat they had tired. of waitibg so hatl given bi-n a

few rupeee for his trouble and sent him on hia way'

The tsj,st to this is that the neesage was ocive him a few nrpees for

his troubletr. Eor ?

There ig evidence that our anoeators had this abil l ty to a strong degreel

but in we chilctren of nodernity the faoillty has atrophied'.What do you

think ?
&n Eopkingon.

CLUS BNIEFS

Thank you to those nembers who have renewed tbelr subsoll.ption for thls

|6arr i f  you are one of them, please feel free to t l iepoee of the reneral

"rip 
rhlch may be attacheil to this issue. If you are not onel tben nutlget

nutlge I tinkt rink.
Please keep the CIub etrongr tenew soono

J

The conbined field day ritb q.o.s. rhich ras set dorn as the regular
r altered. to August 10th. Unfortua-
.$. So our CIub 1111 conduct a local
fornula of fourth Strnila'y and' the
lll be art extra. More details later.

I hope Jrou eae a caEper. For if bor JIou witl probably nor be checking over

cluffel ir preparation for the Eaeter ca,np lu conjranctisn with the Chinchilla

Field. I{atso As you are no tlo,ubt awa,re of by norl Easter thie Jrear falls

n" iu* reek-end-of March za/zg/loh1. Tbe venu€ rlLl be rara Gorge. shouLil

be an interesting ca'np' Eope Jrou can make it'

Eopefully, thoae memberE rbo ere resident in Tooroonba 1111 be readLbg thL3

eheet about tbe sa^ne time as the Eobby-N-Craft gpoctacular,begLns. Our

club has conbLneil forceg rltb Greenratch anit fooroonba F!.e]'tl satg. thig

V""" to preaent a etanal based, on tbe Bicenteanl.al ilaterbtrd Park thener

It Ls belng conduoted, at the ner shosgrounde at Gleavalen what re ueed

ie the beli of rllling nembers to epend a LLttle tLne on the etand. Not

* fot of rork is involvedl the requJ.renent nostly ie to be i'n attendance

logether rith people from tbe other tro c1ube. If you rould 11ke to help

pfE""" contact i,eitey on phone ,2 6262 for oore tletalls.

ilenber Miohael a.tzeni iJ-lo""liir, ii-tooililu" on horidav from lrortb
que"o"r"nd. trfi-ichaelrs tining wae apot oE--- he ras here wben Tllnlfred'

nade her unlnvited. appearance near cairns. Ee lag algo here at the ea'ne

tlne ae tro bl,rcls rhich previously rrere not on tbe Club list'

\tl/
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Januaryr s outing wil l probably go d,own on record for the lowest
number of bird species seen on a field trip. I{embers outnunbered
b i rd .s  i t  seemed.
The late ' l  . l ]am start (thougtr normal Cl-ub tlme) f uelieve is the
culprit as far as good. birding is concerned.. By the tlme we got
to Redwood lt was arread.y very hot and muggy. The cicailas vreie
in fu l - l  voice,  and their  noise i leters bird feeding part ies as
they cannot hear their own contact calls above the cacophony of
the lnsects,  or  so the theor,y goes. Anyway i t  seemed. to ue- t rue
this t ime.

ft.was a pleasure to walk through the vine scrub of Redwoocl, and
not one member_regretted making the effort 'to join the party oo
the Austral ia Day weekend.
Many thanks to Ann & John
at rrShorelandsrr .  Tt  was
there .

Shore for lnviting us to morning tea
great to see Maggie Drabsch join us

v
{embers p_resent: Merv Baxter, Diana & Enid Bear, les}ey Beaton,
I"pr l .  &_Naney.Belcher,  Jge !9gb1e,.Mag€ie Drabsch, Gror ia Grass,
Bob & Fl-o Hanll-ton, Angela KlJmartln, Kevj.n. & Margaret Mc?hee,
Ann & John Shore"

Bird_specles:  Reclwood. -  wed.ge-tai led Eag1e, peaceful  Dove, Bar-
shouli lered Dove, wgn_qa Pigeon, Eastern Yellow Robin, Grey Shrike-
llrughr Black-faced. Monarchr,Spectaelecl Monarch, Rui'ous irantail
l fgeding two yogxg j-n a nest), Eastern trhipbird., Brown Gerygone,
\v'hite-throated Treecreep€rr lewinr s Honeyeater, Red.-browed- Fire-
tail, Spangled. Drongo, Pied. Currawong.

16  spec les
shorel-auds - straw-necked. Tbis_, lf i l l ie l lagtail, superb Fairy-
yren r , Blue-fa ced _lloneyea ter , Noisy Miner , Flgbird. r 

- 
Magpie-llrk,

?ied Currawong, Crow.
9  spec ies

Tota l  25  spee ies

lesley Beaton

EXECUTIITE REFORT

There is very l itt le to report this month as most of our business
is ongoing.

\t le stl]L have not had a reply fr:om the raidley shire counclr
about our subnlsslon on the increased. water capacity for lake
Dyer r  so  another  l -e t te r  i s  to  be  sent .  a .o .s .  have sent  us  a
copy of the letter that they have written to the council in
response to our request for support.
There has also been no news from the Water Resourees Connlssion
about the future plans for lalce Clarend.on, so another letter to
then a1so.

A letter has been sent to the Toowoomba City Council regard.ing
our use ancl  | . .extreme concern . . r  for  the, future of  Redwood. 

-

Park. This is in response to an artiele in trThe Chroniclerf which
reported. that tttg lgrling Downs Fie1d Archers Club had requested.
that they lease 8-12 hectares in the south-east eorner of-the park.
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EXECUTTYE REPORT CONT'D

A DOVE CAN FLY.
We areniT Jealous of an eaglers power of f l ight because we are
the animal.
We can forglve an ibis or an egret for taking wing because they
loveller creatures than re 1111 ever aopire to be.
A soaring vrrLture-- seIl' it is rrlting en inportant nessage in tbe slgr.
But thle inferl.ority of ours really burta rhen conmon btrds suoh as
pigeons and doveg eucl.denly lift off and taunt r.rs rith the fact that they

can tlo rith eage what re can barely rlo with tons of fuel aatl machiner;r.

That a dove and not a nan can fly is a nessage of profound importance.

I arn sure re are belng toltt that we have a place and we shouldnrt forget
i t .
Planea and. rocketg are fine, but a dove can really FtY.

EoRer Carae..
' trBinls and Flightn.

'r|\
| v r \

v

The council had alread.y turned. d.own the request, however the
Executive felt it was lmportant that Councll were aware of our
views.

The_ Ilobby-n-craft spectacular plans are well uncler wgyr wi-th a
number of offers to help- se! up or work on the dlsplay. f
believe there. is.a vgry_healthy attltude towards c6-oferation by
the three clubs involved. in- the jolnt clisplay thls year, and.
hope this will continue with mutual suppoit in futuie v6ntures.

I ,eslelr '  Beaton. presi i lent

NEr,T TOOWOOIIBA BfnOS.
?4J.  L l t t le  Sronze cuokoo.  (chrye ococcyx uarayanus) .  11.1.19g5.
Seventeen Mlle Roaclr Helidon (Sector 7). l{tonael Atzeui. pat l lcconnell .
A single male bird-bronze-brorn upperparts wlth ao noticeable contraat
between crown and back--red, eye and orbital rlng--face and und.erparts
wbite- - d.ark barring aoross upper breast, throat, faciar area and on
Lateral parts of lower breast--rhite tai l  t ip--und.ertai l  outer feathers
white--vieible inner tale feathers pale rufous.

244.  Austra l ian shelduc\"  (Tad,orna tadornoldee) .  4 .2,1995.
Hood.rs Lagoonr Heliclon (Sector 7). Micbael Atzesi. pat HcConnell.
A single female on the rater--very large duck--bead dull bleck--ind.ietinct
rhite neck ring--rhite eye ring--rhite line around base of bill--
shoulders and upper breaet orange-brown--upperparte d,ull brown--cheatnut
ter t iar les.

FIELD DAY FOR FFARUARY
Date: Sund.ayr Febnrary 2Jtd, 1)85.
PLace: Picnic Point-South Sto ax€o then Waterbird. Park.
Assenbly Point: Pigottfs Car Park.
T lne:  7 .15an for  d .epar ture 7.5Qan Sharp.
Leaders: Angela Kllnartin and. Ron f,opkinson.

This a beginners outlng so cone eloug and help nake begj.nners welcone.

in are of

are far
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