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PEOPJ,i] POv!.E]R

Readers  who have fo l lowed the  Ed i to r ia fs  over  the  las t  few months  w iL l
recaLl that in February r  expressed the view that people who d.o not
necessaxi ly f i t  the popular media image of ' rGreenies'r  couLd st i ! .1.  achieve
much in  mat te rs  o f  conserva t ion .  In  ldarch  issue I  w ished fo r  someone
l- ike Mrs. Aquino to ap;oear in our faj . r  State.

/{e1l ,  }4rs.  Actruino has her hands ful l  in the Phi l l ip ines, so when the Lind-
eman Island deal.  raised i ts greedy head, ordinary people displayed. their
f lPeop le  Power"  and 5OrOO0 o f  us  pe t i t ioned aga ins t  i t  and  d ias t -V fes t  A i r -
I ines  dropped the i r  p lans .  I iooray  fo r  Peop le  Power .

The Premier ,  no  d .oubt rwou ld  accuse me o f  r t f logg ing  a  dead horser ' ,  bu t  in
such mat te rs  i t  i s  the  pr inc ip le  (o r  in  th is  caser  the  lack  o f  i t )  beh ind
such schemes that is at  stake. Lindeman Is1and, whiLe perhaps not a d.ead
horse ,  i s  a t  l -eas t  l y ing  down res t ing  bu t  the  concept  o f  car ing  about  such
th ings  as  Nat iona l  Her i tage s t i l l  remaj "ns .

For  as  sure ly  as  the  Good Lord  made l i t t le  g reen app les ,  o ther  such schemes
wi l ]  a r ise  in  the  fu tu re .  There  seems to  be  no  sa t is fy ing  the  greed o f  bJ-g
bus iness  or  aome po l i t i c ians .  l ' o r  example ,  keep an  eye on  what  i s  happea*
ing  in  Tasmania  and New South  tYafes  w i th  the  wood.  ch ip  indus t ry . ' { Iho le
fo res te  a re  be ing  fe l led ,  and f loggec l  to  Japan fo r  as  l i t t le  as  i i1 .O0 per
tonne. &ly }ate l -amented Grandmother to the contrary notwithstand. ing, I
venture to suggest that Queensland is not too far down the wood chip hi t
1 i s t .

However i t  would seem that recent l ld. i tor ials have made some members uncon-
fo r tab le .  I  shoufd  l i ke  to  po in t  ou t  tha t  the  v iews expressed are  en t i re ly
ny own and do not necessari ly ref lect Ch,rb i lxecut ive pol ie.v. l  had assumed
that that was understood. but in the interests of c lar i ty I  make that formal
s ta tement .  I  have rece ived,  d i rec t l yp  severa l  express ions  o f  agreement l
so  I  p resume there  is  a t  leas t  some measure  o f  suppor t .

I f  you d. isagree with the viewpoint why not put your ideas on ^oaper in the
form o f  a  }e t te r  to  the  l ld i to r?  I  am a lways  ask ing  fo r  con t r ibu t ions  so
perhaps  we cou ld  es tab l i sh  a  fo rnm on mat te rs  o f  conserva t ion .

I t  may a lso  be  appropr j "a te  to  c la r i f y  the  apparent  po l i t i ca l  na ture  o f  my
comments .  G j -ven the  fac t  tha t  i t  i s  po l i t i c ians  who make the  dea ls  to  se lL
o f f  Nat iona l  Parks  I  fa i l  to  see i row one can d i f fe r  w i th  them wi thout
appear ing  po l i t i ca l .  / /hen  i t  comes to  po l i t i c ians ,  I  am,  i f  no t  cyn ica l t
a t  leas t  apoL i t i ca l .  l  very  much agxee w i th  the  o ld .  lady  who sa id r [ I  donr t
l i ke  vo t ing  fo r  them,  i t  on ly  encourages  themi ln  f  assure  you tha t  i f  i t
was  the  o ther  s ide  p lann ing  to  f log  o f f  par t  o f  the  Great  Bar r ie r  Reef  I
wou ld  a tback  them in  the  same way.

I t  seems to  me t r ra t  the  on ly  a f te rna t ive  j -s  to  s i t  meek ly  in  the  corner
anci say nofhing whiLe pol i t l -eians whs thi lnk'only of the next elect ion and
not  the  nex t  genera t ion  g ive  away your  Her i tager  and mine.  we l l ,  I  fo r  one
wi l l  no t  cop  tha t .  lVh i l -e ,  o f  course ,  one d .oes  no t  want  to  lose  perspec tS.ve
through an  excess  o f  emot ionn I  do  fee l  ther t  a  dose o f  good o ld . - fash ioned
anger  a t  some o f  the  th ings  tha t  a re  done tbo  th is  l i t t le  p lanet  o f  ours
i s  n e e d e d  a t  t i m e s .

Af te r  l las t - iVes t  w i thdrew,  the  Premier  made the  puer i le  comrnent r r tWer l l
leave i t  (Lind.eman) to t f re goats and not al l  the goats are on the Is land.r '
I  am happy to  say  tha t  I  am one o f  the  50r0O0 "goats" .
As  a  member  o f  a  b i rd  c lub ,  were  you? 

Ron Hopk inson
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Latest news from Japan concerns an interest ing and exci t ing break-through
in bj-nocular technology which has brought about an ul- tra-mod.ern d.esign in
b inocu la rs .

As we al- l  knowr the current design has maj-ntained the porro pr ism forn
for d.ecades and one would nave thought that,  except for roof pr isms e the
d.es igners  had exhausted  the  poss ib i l i t i es  o f  the  type .

That is not so. Some Japanese manufacturers, anxious to increase their
share  o f  the  marke t  se t  up  a  smal l  research  team to  deve lop  a  Spec ia l
Performance Optimum Optical  FormuLa.

Eventua l l y  the  teamr  wh ich  cons is ted  o f  op t ica l  and e lec t ron ic  eng ineere ,
ca]ne up with a sbart l - ing design which is a truly modern mix of opt ics and
e lec t ron ics .  Yes ,  our  fa rn i l ia r  b inocu la rs  have en tered ,  the  e lec t ron ic  age.

Although retaining much the same conf igurat ion as hae the porro pr ism type,
an incredibly smal l  computer has been bui l t  into the charnbers containing
the  ob jec t ive  lens .  Of  course ,  by  the  s tandards  o f  computer . techno l .ogy  i t
i s  a  b a s i c  l i t t l e  d e v i c e ,  y e t  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  a  m i r a c l e  o f  m i n i a t u r i z a t i o n ,
enp loy ing  grna l l  opera t ing  bu t tons  bu i l t  in to  the  lens  bar re ls ,  so  tha t  tne
v iewer  can opera te  the  computer  g lasses  a t  eye  ]eve l .

Power source and the pr irnary computer unit  are housed. in a pack about the
s ize  o f  a  c igare t te  packet .  Th is  can be  car r ied .  in  a  sh i r t  (o r  sk i r t )
pocket and the f ine connect ing wire is carr ied along the neck strap into
the  rear  end o f  the  g lasses .

ReLuctant to divulge too many trade secrets at this stage the manufacturers
( ' fne Uit<asi Opt ical  Cornpany) state that the conputer can be progxarnmed. for
up  to  f i f t y  d i f fe ren t  v iewings .  Th is  means tha t  b i rders ,  fo r  ins tance,  can
p lo t  fea tures  fo r  f i f t y  separa te  spec ies ;  s ize ,  co lours  e tc .  $ /h i le  th is  i s
a  b i t  l im i ted . r  in  our  case we courd  feed.  in  da tar  s&y ,  on  some o f  the
spec ies  seen in  our  a rea  bu t  no t  ye t  on  the  l i s t .  0 r  i f  one  were  p lann ing
a t r ip  to  a  d is tan t  a rea  one cou ld  research  the  spec ies  l i re ly  there  and
programine the i r  ga l ien t  iden t i f  i ca t j -on  po in ts .

Inforrnat ion stored in the com.cuter can be compared to incoming visual data
by  means o f  smaLL sensors  se t  beh ind  tne  ob jec t ive  lens .  A Iso  a  bu i l t  in
gr id scale can d.eterrnine physical  s ize at v iewing distances up to approx-
i m a t e l y  1 0 0  m e t r e s .

t ighu  b ln i t t ing  f iodes  ( lU l ' s )  a re  used.  to  conf i rm ident i f i ca t ion .  t r 'o r
ins tanceron v iewing  a  b i rd  one wou ld  need to  dec ide  i f  i t  was  Passer ine  or
non-Passer iner  p ress  the  appropr ia te  bu t ton  and the  sensors  scan fo r  s j . ze ,
cofours and i f  a natch is made with the memory bank a set of  green r,EDrs
appears  in  the  f ie ld  o f  v iew g iv ing  a  cod.e  number  fo r  tha t  spec ies .  A  red
IED ind ica tes  no  match  and i t t s  bacr  to  the  f ie ld  gu ide .

Focuss ing ,  toor  has  been au tomated w i th  th is  ins t ru rnent .  I t  i s  on ly  nece- . :s -
a ry  to  cent re  the  b i rd  in  the  f ie ld  o f  v iew,  depress  ye t  another  bu t ron
and a  smal l  sexvo motor  moves in te rna l  lenses  back  and fo r th  wn i le  an
infra-red. beam measureEi the exaet distance to the subject.  I , lo more twirL-
ing  the  l i t t le  whee l  as  the  b i rd  f l i t s  a round.  LocK on w i th  th is  dev ice
and i t  s tays  in  focus  even though the  sub jec t  moves.

Of  course  you are  go ing  to  ask  r rYeah,  g rea t  bu t  how much fo r  th is?r t  Wel l
a trade off  has to be made for such a wond.rous device. Al though having
the  power  o f  8xr  J0  t i re  g lasses  are  about  the  s ize  and we i6h t  o f lox r )0 . fney
wi l l  go  on  sa le  in  the  rJn i ted  Sta+;ee  a t  f i re t  fo r  about  $ r00(A) .  A  smaL l
pr ice to pay for such a wonder.

\-

\-
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Bti,iocut,ltt ttilsgencu c/ta.

OrnithoLoSy is not the only use for themr natural ly.  Iv iany special j .zed
in te res ts  wou l -d  employ  them.  A i rc ra f t  spo t te rs ,  yacht ing  c lubs  and.  racegoers
to  name but  a  few.

L a s t l y ,  w h i l e  i t  m a y  s e e m  s l i g h t l y  c l u m s y r  a s  y e t ,  i n  s i z e  a n d  w e i g h t ,
no doubt further research wiL. l -  red.uce these factors. i , 'or instance ,  the
team which d-eveloped the glasses is now working on an infra-red image
in tens i f ie r  wh ich  w i lL  make n igh t  v iewing  a lmost  as  b r igh t  as  day .The i r
problem is overcoming acronyms caused by leaci ing let ters of paragraphs.

THll lit Al.

On a  recent  week-end,  in  ear ly  i v ia rch t
through tVarwick and Ki l larney to l iueen
a scenic dr ive which many members have
enjoyed. To any who have returneri  by
should l ike to suggest that next t ine
Boonah.

Ron Hopkinson.

iiod. Hobson and I nade the drive
I ' ia ry rs  Fa l l s  Nat iona l  Park .  I t  i s
probably made and, no d.oubt,
t ioubl ing back throu6h Warwick, I  r

you cont inue Eastnards towards

Just a few ki lometres from Lhe I 'a l ]s is a look-out from which i .s reveal"ed
what must be one of the most breath*taking scenes in Soutb East Queene-
Iand. Tire viewpoint is set in the sid.e of the r id.ge along which the road.
passes. One approaches from a heavi ly forested sect ion and the view seems
to  be  sudden ly  revea led .

In  the  va l ley  be low you ie  r fThe Headr r ,  the  area  wh ich  g ives  r i se  to  the
Condamine River.  I ' rom here the r iver begins the journey which ends at
Lake Alexandrina and the Southern 0cean.To the North $ast stand.e Wilsonrs
Peak,  uh i le  to  the  nor th  i s  Mt .  Rober ts /superbus  (s i te  o f  the  t rag ic
L inco ln  Bonber  c rash  in  1955) .  Beyond.  tha t ,  s t re tch ing  genera l l y  Nor thward ,s
is the Great Dividing Range.

I f  you happen to see i t  on a superb early Autumn morning, as we did, I  am
sure  you w i l I  be  so  en thra l led .  L i 'La t ; ;ou .  u r i i i  j us t  s tand and lookr  as  we
did. I t  needed. only a [Jed.6e-tai ]e 'rJ.  Eagle to round i t  of f .  $ 'e were nob ! '

C isappo in ted .  An Eag le  appeared. ,  s l igh t ly  be low our  l ine  o f  v iew and f lew
a lon6 the  va l ley ,  to  our  r igh t .

Not  fa r  a long,  the  grea t  Raptor  went  in to  an  a lmost  ver t i ca l  c l imbr tu rned,
and w i th  w ings  ha l f  cLosed,  r i i ved .  Th is  manoeuvre  was repeated  severa l
t imes- - -0 l i rnb1 s ta l1  tu rn ,  c losedwing d ive .  There  was no  o ther  l lag le  p resent
tha t  we cou ld  de tec t  bu t  we conc fuded tha t  i t  was  probab ly  a  rna l -e  d isp lay*
l r rg  over  b reed ing  te r r i to ry .  fn  a  wor< i r  spec tacu la r .

Just to complete trr ings r  & Grey Goshawk (Grey Phase ) made th,re journey -oast
ursr along the face of the r idge. A morning to remember.

Ron l io pkinson.

S.dr iS0l lAt  SP-UirES SrJRVl ,Y.

I 'he Hecords Of f  icer has reclues ted that we remind you that Apri l  is the r f l , r
in  JAJO.  I t  i s  the  midd le  month  o f  the  Autumn season.  G iven the  love ly
f ine days we have been experiencing, we hope that you have been out and
about  check ing  on  spec ies  present .  I f  you  have d .oubt  about  the  sec tor
boundar ies  donr t  hes i - t ; : , te  to  contac t  i ,es rey ,  r r ,ngera  or  i - ton .
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f t  was  dec ided to  send a  { l1O donat ion  to  t t re
l fatural istst  CIub in thanlcs and aopreciat ion
of  the  beaut  Eas ter  campout .

I]XECUTI\NJ }IOTES

BTRN BAIiD]}IG }MEK-O]f!

f t  was d.ecided to make the
of-mouth and. that  another
the last tr 'ro weeks of l., iav
r r e rno r .= fa r l

f f  you feel  you
keep a  look  ou t
m a a * i  r  a^ r .v  v  s  4 r r  f1  .

Chinchi l_ la l ie l .d
for the organizat ion

Pres id .en t

///
/i

v

The bird-banding rnreelcend at  . l .udrey Sorensents property drew a lot
of  interest .  I r l ike Hines and his bon Barney ar i iv-ea at  about
10.00 am on saturd.ay and mist-nets rrere pui  up armost straight
?way. Three were si tuated across f l ight-paths to the bird i jathsj-n Aud-reyJs garden vrhi le several  more ran along beside the track
through the vine scrub.
Things rrgre quite sl-ol,, '  for most of the d.ay which gave us plenty of
opportunf l f  _to look at  the bird-s c lose at  hand. r l ,Uout fo-ur orLtoctci t  was a d. i f ferent story wi th the need for two banders and six
col l -ectors v,rorking f lat  out- .  _sunday was again at  a more le isurelypaee and interested. people had the chance to band. one or t rvo birds
themse lves .

0veral- l '  we had so1g good, f i rst-hand. exper j -ence at  erect ing mist-
lg tq ,  re t r iev ing  b i rds  f rom nets ,  record lng  da ta ,  and.  band. fng
bird 's.  I ' { lkets invaluable lcnow}edige gave us many' t ips for  a smooth
running ploiect  when we_ get i t  going. audrey ana r 'have appf ied.
fo r  r rBr r  c l -ass  band.ers f  l i cences .
The number of  b i rd.s banded vras 124 t t j - t r t  19 specj-es lsn.rescnrorr
{ , .evr in 's Honeyeaters l , rere the most conmron ui" i -uu; ;"4"t ; ; i i^ ' t " i , f i 'or
the total .  The most interesi ing to me were the shining nionze-
.c.gckoos r  Black-faced, I t ionarch, Edstern Yel low Robin and'-Eastern
i fh ipbird.

iITL}I FE PRESNRVATICU SOCTDTY

Les ley  Beaton

OF QU]]E}ISLAND
on Tuesdayr - l la rch  ?5 ,  s teve  8 :  v io l -a  Temple-1 , /a t ts  ca l l -ed  a  pub l i c
meet ing  w i th  the  idea o f  s ta r t ing  a  i ' I .P :S .Q.  b ranch in  noowooml i .
Seven peop le  tu rned up .
Soth  s teve  8 :  v io la  a re  invo lved w i th  the  Da l -by  and oakey ' , . i .p .s .Q.
branches and fel t  there may be a need for one in Toowoomba. rbel ieve that there is a nebd and that many other p"opt"  vroul-d be
interested and that_perhaps they vrere unaware or tne-meet i -ng.  rl cnow f  near ly  missed i t .

ideS more publ ic especi_al ly by vrord-
meet ing would be cal_led around about
to  see i f  any  more  in te res t  haC been

vroul-d l - ike to suplort  such a venture,  p lease
for an art ic l_e in t rThe Chroni_cl-ei l  about the

Les1ey Beaton



-6 -

E;iSTER CAI'IIOIIT 'IDU?i5S PIAIItrS'' , ISIA GORGE . 28-71/05/86,

The comblned Easter campout wi th the Chinchi l la t r ' ie ld Natural istst
0l .nrb was a terr l f ic  weekend. Seven members and fr iends from the
Club  jo ined th l r t ; r -odd.  Nats .  a t  Dukes  P la ins  jus t  sou th  o f
Theod.ore .

I t  was good. to renew fr iendships made on past out ings.
always make us feel  very vreleome, and the organizat ion
Frank Truscott  and John Mason ensured a relaxlng t lme.

The gorge i tsel f  was very d.ry and there was not a great
bird.  l i feo however the botanists were beslde themselves
number of  their  f inds.

Dukes Plains was a d. l f ferent matter
in to the numerous dams.

The fol l ,owing J- ist  is  a personal
l ist wil l- be printed in Uri-mbirra

The Nats .
by presicient

d.eal- of
over a

with a variety of birds comJ"ng

one for the weekend. The complete
( t t re  Nats  news le t te r ) .

Spgc:.es l rS! :  I , i t t le Grebe, Pel ican, Paci f ic  Heron, l lh i te- faced.
I leron, Straw-necked. Ib is,  Plwned l th ist l ing-d.uck,  Black }r ;ck,
Blaek-shoul-dered Ki te,  Aust.  Goshawk, V/edge-tai l -ed Eagle-,  Brown
FaLcon, Aust.  Bustard. ,  l4asked. Lapwing, Black-fronted. Plover,
Peaceful-& Bar-shogld.ered Dove, Crested Pigeo4, sulphur-crested.
Cockatoo '  ,  Ra inbow'  &  Sca l -y -breas ted  lo r ikee t ' ,  K ing  Par ro t ,
Cockatei l ,  ?ale-headed- Rosel la,  Pal l - id Cuckoo, L,aughing Kookaburra,
Richardts Pipi t ,  Black-faced. Cuckoo-shr ike,  Rufous hlhist ler ,  Grey
Shrike-thrushx, Rest less Flycatcher,  l l i l l - ie \dagtai l - ,  Grey-croruned.
Babbler, Red.-backed. Wren, tr ', 'eebil l, Buff-rumped. Thornbil l, White-
throated Treecreeper*,  str iped Honeyeater,  Noisy & T, i t t l -e Fr iar-
b i rds ,  B lue- faced Honeyeater ,  I t ro isy  i t t iner ,  lew in ts* ,  S ing ing ,
i 'Jhite-eared., ' ,t i lhite-fhroated. & Brown Honeyeaters, I"l istl-etoebird,,
Spottei lx & Str iated'  Pard.alotes,  Doubl-e-barred^ Finch, Chestnut-
breasted Mannikin,  Figbird,  Spotted Bowerbird. ,  Apost lebird,  I ' lagpie-
lark,  ! /h i te-breasted I ' Igodswal lovr,  Grey & Pied Butcherbirds,  Aust.
I iagp ie ,  P ied  Cur rawong ' ,  Tor res ian  Crow.

61  spec ies

*  -  b i "d"  seen a t  bo th  Is la  Gorge and Dukes  P la ins .
* .  -  b i rd,s seen at  Is l -a Gorge on1y.

0n the way home on l {onday, rre stopped at  a beaut i fu l  waterhole on
Pal-m Tree Creek approximately 15 } l r0 north of  Taroom. This oasis of
water and palm trees ( l iv istona species) was abund.ant vr i th bird
1i fe.  f fm sure we woul-d have ident i f ied.  more i f  rverd had a
telescope or the d.uclcs had moved closer.

l le al-so saw Emus near I ' ' /and.oan.
gpeclss_-U-gl :  L i t t le Pied Cormorant,  I r ih i te- faced. I {eron, Great &
Intermediate Egrets,  Jabiru,  Straw-necked- Ib is,  Black Swan, Black
Duck, Maned. Duck, ' , i , rh ist l ing Ki te,  Aust.  I {obbyr '  Brolga, laughing
Itookaburra,  T, i t t l -e Fr iarbi-rd. ,  I fo isy I ' i iner,  l4agpie- lark,  Torresian
Crow.

17  spec ies

Ires;:ey eeaton

</
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M.!]J'18.I]RSI BIli-D NOTES"

A u s t r a l i a n  P e l i c a n .  1 6 . ) . 8 6  A t k i n s o n t s  D a m .  ( e O r ) .  A K .  L d .
G l o s s y  I b i s .  1 5 . ) . 8 6  G l e n o r e  G r o v e  A K .  l i t .
M a g p i e  G o o s e .  4 . 4 . 8 5  H o o d . t s  L a g o o n .  ( t 5 ) .  L B .  J B .  H H .  R E H .

f f  r t  J . j . 8 6  C r e s t w o o d  l , l s t a t e ,  G l e n o r e  G r o v e .  A S .
# h i s t l i n g  K i t e .  5 . 4 . 8 5  A i r b o r n e  o v e r  M a b e l  S t r e e t .  A K .
Co l la red ._ j jpar rowhewl ( .  24 .1  1  .85  A i rborne  over  Dunmore  St ree t .  LB.
G r e y  G o s h a w k _ ( W h i t e  p h a s e ) .  B . J . B 5  B u n y a  M t n s .  I R .
S i l ver  Gu l I .  9 .4 .86  Toowoomba Showgrounds Lake.  AK.
Grey Goshawk

L i t t Ie  Lor ikge t  .  28 .J .86  r i , iabe l  S t ree t .  AK.
C r e s t e d  S h r i k e - t i t .  8 . 1 , 8 5  B u n y a  M t n s .  j , R .

$ is t le toeb i rd .  27 .12 ,85 .  Iv ia le ,  l iome Garden,  1 )  Dunmore  St ree i t .  LB.

JB:  John 3a I1 .  j , -B :  i ,es ley
AK:  AngeIa  r t i fmar t in ,  LR:

Beaton. RH: Rod Hobson. r t i r . iH: i ton l {opkinson
Lyn Rowan. AS: Anrr $hore.

v

\"

I' i i.tri .DAY itCR Aildir,.

l )ate :  Sunda.y, Apri  L 2l  th.  1 9Bd.
P L a c e  : ' r , i e l c a m p  A r e a .
A s s e m b l y  P o i n t :  P i g o t t r s  O a r  p a r k .
' l i m e :  - i . l J a n  

f o r  d e p a r t u r e  a t  7 . j o a m  S h a r p .
Leader  t  l ,es  ley  i3eaton .

.i,tr3ReRY ItUTrS.
r t rb i i ca t ions  i iece ived.
ts i rds .  (nSe l  r r fagaz ine)  eu tunn 19g5.

i jooks "
A u s t r a l . i a ! s  i l e a u t i f u l  C o a s t - l i n e  ( l C o m e n s  r  r V e e k l y  )

ooo OdO ooo

1986 .
1  986 .

1  9 8 6 .
1  9 8 6 .

Recent ly  donatea  by
r,yn itowanr

i'lancy tje l_crlq r:r, Libralian


