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E.DITORIAL. ilAY 1985.

PHINTT MORE IN THE BUSH

Wlth the Bi-centenary of thie countr:fts settlement by European raoes soon
to be celebrated, i t  would eeem to be approprl .ate to take stock of our
environmental inventory. Ilhen the first settlere set out to trtanetr the
Australian wllderaess they sar about then a land of apparent bounty. [haL
ever they needed they took with axe and gunp alreys knoving there ras
trplenty more in the bushrr.

The ooncept of ntaning' the bush is weLl eetablLshed.. Eorever, ntamingn

it ouggestg sone wild creature which had to be subdued. Whr3r?.

Sefore us, this land wae populated f,or gome 401000 Jrears by a people who
did. not feel the need to trta.meil arlything, In factp rGcent recearch euggeete
that it nay be 8OrO00 yoars since thLs country was firgt tnbeblted. Either
way tboee people llved with, and offr the land r and. it eustalned, tbeu and
they oustained. l t  for thelr  future needsr r i thout great ly d. isturblng the
environnent.

Along comea rhlte nan (and womaD, for the equal opportunity persone) wlth
rlifferent need.e and greed for trade and developnent. Down oa,ne the trees,
to be eold or pushed aslde f,or the plough. Down rent the nine ahafts for
assorted ninerals and slag heapa. Up went the high rlee buildings to blot
out the eunligbt; and so it goes. Not that we could sudd.enly do rithout
our cara or produce from farns, but we couldp perhapsl have developed a
Iifestyle lees depend,ent on rhite technolory. A lifeetyle nore attuned. to
the fact that there le no longer trplenty nore ln the bughtr.

Austral la is the dr ieet cont inent on tbis l i t t le planet.  Do re regard
water as our noet precious element?. No sir !  Al though we have bui l t
da.ms for storage, re draln wetlands as though they were our moet useleee
feature. What about the other llfeforms that use wetlands?. Too badg tbey
can go somerhere elee. If tbat eomewhere elee 1g already oocupied.l tough
b ikk ies .

This is not to say we havenrt acconpllehecl some great thingp in our 2O0
years. ffle bave, and we lqave learned nuch r but re have yet to learn tbat
re rnust compronise our nater ial lst ic deslres witb the need to leave son€-
thlng in the bush for the next 200 years. If re oould, teacb that to our-
seLvegrour GovernmentsI our big businessr re would real ly have somethlng

to  ae lebra te .

W5y d.o Governnents and, business lnsist  on'rgrowthnr when j . t  bas been go

amply demongtrated that such grorth conaumes the three basics for life

on this planet,  land, rater and unpol luted. alr?.

The 1ate Jul ian Euxley, in hls contemplat ion of the relat ionshipe between
hunans and Nature left ue this last plea. It ought to be requlred. reading
for aII  pol l t lc iane and nana6iug directors.

nl,ife bas been in existence over a thousand nill ion yearsS nodern mant
perhapo e hundred thousandl and. civlli ized. man legs than tea thoueand.
The astronomera give us at least a couple of thousand. nill ion years before
con4itiona on thl-s planet render existence lmpossible. Thug we can regard.
hunan history, r i tb i ts rarsp i ts fa.mlnesr i to miaeriesl  and oruelt lest
as the merest funbllng begi-nnings of manfe caleer. Only rithin tbc last
hundred yeara has i t  been poseible even to envisage our tmestr most cou-
prehene!.ve taek- that of introducing life to ner experiences and. new

achlevemente ,  of  cont lnuing the rare upward. progress of Evolut ionfs pastr '

ln a r icber,  speedier qnd nore conscious adYance.
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rrWe are sunounded by ntrrrlads of existence which are dlfferent fron our
ornr That is the prlnary biologlcal faat which the products of urban
clvi l ization are so apt to forget,. 3ee and spiderr sral lor and or1,
koala anil platypus-- they exist alongside of'men and ronen, rlth their
owu dietinctive llves to lead. Once rc grasp thisr we reallze that
their existence as well as our ovn contains something of lntrinslo
va1ue.  .
But i f  l t  has lntr inslc valuer and value to i te possessora, i t  also has
value for usr in enlerging our experiencer our und.erstanding, and our
atrmpathy. Every cblld for the firet tine d.iscovering the queer creaturee
of the seaghore, eyerlr etudent freehly irtrod.ucetl to the rorld of nioro-
scoplc life, eyerlr boy or gi.r1 suddenly touched by the paselon of natural
blstoryr. ls made arare of sonething ner end excit ing in the rorld. The
li fe that thnrets i teelf upon hin is different fron hinselfS but by hie
lnterest he makes lt ln & Benoe part of hinself . Waterskater-and d.a^rnsel
fly, sea veeds, and florering rushr sund.ew, and red grrn-- theee are all
al lve1 they have their own nature, they possess their orn beauty or strenge-
ness far beyond, anything re could sit d,own and inagine for ourgelves.

Those rho concern themselves solely with man and, hie works are cut off
from great terrLtoriee of experiencert.

Roa Eopklneon.
WETLANDS--NOT JUST I'OR THE BIRDS.
iTorltl Envlronment .Day celebrations ln Tooroonba rill take place on Sund.ay
June 1st. at Lake Annand.
Our Club is Joinlng with Greenratch to take part, rlth the thene of the
proJect beingr rrWetlands- Not just for the Sirdsn. Organization of the
etand' is prooeedtng but re would welcone the preaeaoe of nenbere on the
dayp perhaps to eBend and hour or so ohattlng wlth visitors. Eope to eee
you there.

+lr* *** *lr*

V{e are indebted to Cath McGrath for this litt}e gen, gleaned. fron the pagee
of rfThe New Idear, May Jt'd.
An elderly lady ras nrnnaging anong the plastic-napped. clothes pegs. nlh
Just looking for the br lght blue ones, dear,  Tbeyrre for the bower blrd
at the baok of the gard,er'. She rea1ly brightened ny day.

iF* *  * * *  * * *

SPORT ? TEATIS FOR THE 3TRDS.
A frock of pigeons_onoe herped to score a Rugby League goal, vorth tro
polnte. Durlng a Public servioe natch in 1950 on the syaney Domalnl a
player kicked for goalr but his kick rae going wlde of iUe uprights vben
a flock of pigeons orossed. ite path. The plgeons d.eflected. the 6all through
the poets and referee M. Ki lkeary correctry nr led a goar,

A lhite cocketoo f,aa a keen bamacker for the Carlton Auetralian Rtrles
club at all ite Melbourne natchee d.urlng the 1910ts. The cock3r rag orned
by l i i r .  Bob St.  Marre and i t  stood week after reek behind the goalpoets,
greeting each carrton goal with squawks and wiIdly frapping rtnge.

Fron rrBirrle of Parad.ox,r, Laadsdorne.



Our Journey took us onto Wellcanp State School
always hoplng to catch a stght of a Retl-cappetl
cleclslon was macle at 'Westbrook to go straight
Atherton Park ln Drayton which brought an encl
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APRfL, FUDLD DAY 27.0+.86. IIESTERI BOIII{DARfES OF !.B,C. STIIDT AREA

After tlodglng alL the hazarcts of cletoure ancl rl,ng-road.s our outing
got off to a gooct start by golng etratght to rlfarrawan, the BLaokbun
property on Euston Road,. Davld, Gllbert anrl especially Kathrlp
welcomed us and took us for a wander along Sprlng Creek which ..:;,.i 'r
meanclered. through thetr paddoeks and pateh of scrub. Although It harl
been so tlry the creek wae fecl by sprlngs and. so uas nrnnlng nerrll.y
which accounted, for the nany ,small birtls that were visLble, ancl the
birtl of the outlng, the mal-e Rose Robin, yas seen here.
Having sharecl mornlng tea wlth the carrying-ons of a Restlese Fly-
cateher, MlstletoeblrrlE and. Recl-runped ?arrots we left the Blaekbumg
and continued to where Sprlng Creek crosses Drews Road to be ttellghtedl
with views of Chestnut;breasted Mannlklns and. [ree Martins, anongst
others. -

and then to llestbrook,
Robln but no Luek. A

to our Lunch venire of
to our birdlng day. \J

Members present: Menr Baxter, lesley, Peggle & Roy Beaton, DavLd,,
Gllbert & Kathryn Blackburn, Elalne & Ron Box, Joe Deubl,e, Angela
KllmartJ.n, Cath McGrath, Rachel & Susan Mu1ler, tryn Rowan, Ann &
John Shore

Specles ltst: tfNarrawarr - Straw-necked. Ibls, Black-should.erert Klte,
Feral Pigeon, Spotted. Turt1ed.ove, Bar-shouldered Dove, Galah, Sca1y-
breasted lorlkeet, Cockatt"l, PaLe-heacled. Rosel1a, Tfelcome Swallow,
3lack-facecl Cuckoo-shrl,ke, Rose Robin, Golden & Rufous Whlst1er,
[egtless ]Iycatch_er, Gre-y- FantalL, Wlllle T{agtall, Superb Falry-wren,'lVhlte-browed. Scrubwren, lfhlte-throated Gerygone, Iellow-nrnped lhorn-
b111, l lolsy MLner, Srown Honeyeater
Silvereye, House Sparrow, Double-ba
Common Mynah, Piecl Butcherblrd., Aus
Others (not seen at Narrawa) - l i tt
Aust,  Kestrel ,  Dusky Moorhen, Crest
laughing Kookaburra, Tree Martln, Zebra Flnch, Chestnut-breasted
Mannlkln, Aust. Magple-lark.

45 specles
lesley Beaton

--oo0oo--

EXSCUTII'E NOTES

Thls nonth among .other business the Executlve went over the tletalls
of the Joint tltsplay that the Toowoomba Blrd Club and footroomba Green
Watch are going to have at Worlt l Envlronment Day. Once again werII
use the Bleentennlal Waterblrd Park nodel as a focal polnt as well ag
other tt isprays. The theme thls year ls trl l letlancts . . . not Just for
the blrcls. rf

The Avlcultural Soclety has asked. me to glve a talk on our Club and
its aetivit les at lts next meeting. Ron Hopklnson ls accompanylng
me to help wlth any .lcrotty questlons.

4*" infgrtetl us that a reporter from fr0ountry l lferr had requested.
infortatlon on the'Club with the vlew of a future artlcle. 

-To 
aII

those that subscrlbe - look out for us.

Iresley Beaton. Presid.ent
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UEMBERSI BIND NO.TES

u** *+.9 : ,'?:!:t5; IllZl"l:"t?:tlStri;

Date: SuntlaYr MaY 25tb

Place I l,l4olagan'
i"""tUfy 

-Point 
I l[eet at

T ine:  8 .0oan'
i""a""t Diane Beale'

1 985.

the Quinalos-Maolagan turn-off at Jondarya'n'

---ooo0OOooo---

l,B. PB. RR3'
I'3. JB. llA.

3ffiffiitu- 4q: .i' t' ?* -"::"X"1-:"'?;:
f i!:u.#:'i;;';i;J-sprrne st' East' rD'

MAr rrichaer atzeni-.. {B : {:H.,1"1}i, T:^:i:tiirH:H: i"-:
ffi,'i:lT:"t:i:"];' ]il il"i,'irii' tser" Klrnartln' LB:

Peggy Eeaton
I6rn Roran.
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Thie Supplenent glves tbe resulte of

Iet to follow ie the lnnual Sunnary

SUPPLT.DIENT Tq NEWS-SEESI No. 1'25 llAI 1985.

the survey for January of thls yeal.
for 1985 rhich rlII be baged on returng

for every nonth of the Year'
The figure refer to the sector i.n rhioh. t}e. epecles taa reoorded, l/?/lh
belng tne-uprange(trestern) ttoctc *r! 2/91!19_the Dornrense(naatern) blook.

Auetreresian 
-Grebe' 

4.n,7#T"ry*aor Lorlkeet ,
Darter 

'  
7 Scely-brstd Lorlkeet ) '4'5'7

Little BIk. Comorant ? Auetn' King Perrot 4

L i t t lo  p ied Comorant  ,  7  Cockat ie l  1 . r .7 .8
pacif lc Heron 4 7 Pale-hd. Rosella 1'1'4'5'7'8

Whl te- fcd.  I leron , .4 .5.6. '1 . .8  Red-nruped Parrot  1 '2 ' ) '4

Cat t le  Egret  , . .  7 .8 Pal l id  Cuckoo 5

Grea tEg t ' e tTB rushcuckoo '
Little Egret. ? Horsfield|g Bronzg-auokoo '

Internedlate E6ret 7 Conmon KoeI )'4'5'7

Siacretl  Ibls 1.5') Channel '-bt l led' Cuckoo 4'5'7

r  s t rar -neckei l  Ib is  1.2- . r - .4 . r .7  .8  Pheasent  Coucal  i .4 .5.6.7 .g
g y;ii;r:;itrea spoonttrr 5. 7 southern Boobook 1.4

pluned Whist-iluck 5.7.8 Tamy Frognouth , -4 ,
Black Sran ? rt lhtte-tbrtd Needletal l  ) '4'5
paclflc blk. Duck , 5 7 Laughing Kookaburra 1.4'5"1 '8

GreyTea l? . ssac redK ing f i ehe r4 ' 5 ' 7 ,8
pink-eared. Duck ? Rainbor Bee-eater 4.5'7'

Ilardhead ? Dollarbtrd i'4'5'6'7 '3

Maned Duck
Blaok-shld. Klte
Collared SParrorhark
Wedge-talletl Eagle
Australien HobbY
Austrelian Kestrel
Brorn Quall
Spotleae Crake
Dusky Moorhen
i\rrpls SranPhen
Euragian Coot
MaEkcd LePrlng

,7
1.r .5.7 .g

,
, .5

4.7
1.2. r .4 . r .7 .8

,
,'  , .7
,
7

1 .3 .4 .5 .7  .8v Red-kneed Dotterel 7
Black-fronted Plover 7
Black-rLngcil Sttlt 7
Sllver GulI 7
Whiskered. Tern 7
! 'era l  P igeon 1 . ) .4 .5 '7
Spotted Turtledove ,
Placefirl Dove ). ,
Bar-sh ldrd Dove 1 ' ) '4 '5 '5 '7 '8
firrerald Dove ,
C res ted  P lgeon  1 .2 . r . 4 .5 .5 ' 7  ' 8
$longa Pigeon ,
Ga lah  1 .2 .1 .4 . r . 7
Su lphu r -c rs td  Cocka too ,



SEASONAT SPECIES SURVEY JANUARY 1986 C/td.

PASS$RIITE
Singing Bushlark 2
lllhite-bokd, SwaLlor 6,7
fVe lcone  S ra l l o r  1 . r . 4 .5 .6 ,7

Ye I low-:mp,il Thornblll
Ie l lor Thornbi l l  z
White-thrtd Treecreeper
Striped Honeyeater
Nolsy I'riarbirri
Lit t le Friarbird
BIue-fcd. Honeyeater
Noisy llner

6,7
, .5 ,7 .8

4.5 .7 .9

1.4 .5 .7

4

aq

Tree Martin
Fairy Martin
Rtoharrtrs Pipit

Golclen-hd. Clst ioola
Brown Songlark
Superb Fairy-rren
Varlegated. Fairy-Yren
Red-bkd Fafuy-wren
Vlhite-brrd Scrubwren

Lewlnrs Eoneyeater  5.4.5
Yellow-fcd Honeyeater t
White-naped. Honeyeater 4

5
, ,4 .5 .7 .8

4.5 . '1 .8
1.5

1 .1 .4 .5 .6 .7  .B

1.4 .5
, .5 .7 .9
4

5.4 .7
, .4 .5 .7 .9

1.2 .1 .4 .5 . ' l .g
1 .4 .5

1.2 . r .4 .5 .5 .7
1.2 .5 .4 ,5 .6 . ' l  .8

4 . r .6 .9
5 '8

t .5

4.8
1. r .4 .5 .5 .9

i .4 .5 .7
1. r .4 .5 .5 .7 .8
1.1 .4 . r .6 .7 .8

Blk - f cd  Cuckoo-sh r i ke  5 .4 .5 .6 .7 .8
Clcadabfud
Ground. Cuokoo-ebrike 5
Eastern Yel lor  Robin 5.5
Jacky Wlnter 7
Rufous Whletler 5
Grey Shrike-thmsh ,. 5
Blk-fcd Uonaroh ,
Spectacled Monarch ,.,
Reetleee Flyoafeher ,
Rufous Fantal l  t .5
l { i 1 l i e  Wag ta l l  1  . r . 4 . r . 6  .T  .8
Eas te rn  lVh lpb l rd  r . 4 .5 .T .8
Grey-ornd Babbler 5
Cla,norous Reed Warbler 1.4
Litt le Grassbltd 2

Brown Honeyeater
Mlst le toebin l
Spotted Pardalote
Strlated Pardalote
Silvereye
House Sparrow
Red-bnil  Firetai l

Conmon Starling
Common grnah
011ve-baoked Oriole
Figbird
lipangled Drongo

0rey Butoherblrd.
Pled Sutcherbfud
Augt. Magple
Pled Currarong
Torresian Uror

---ooo0000oo---

Zebra F inch 1.2.7
Double-baned Finch 1.4.5. ' l .g
Plun-beaded Finoh 1
Chestnut-brs td ltrannlkin 6.7

1.2.r .4,5.7
1
, .4 . r .6 .7.8

4. '
, .6 .7 .9
4 .5 ,  I
4

Aug t .  Magp1e- Ia rk  1 . ) . 4 .5 .G .2 .9
Speckled. Warbler
Brown Gerygone ,
lUhlte-thrtd Gerygone 5 .7
Brown Thornbi l l  , , ,


