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DARLING HEIGHTS Q@ 4350
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Activities

Field OQutings and Monthly Meeting = 4th Sunday of each month
usually leave from Pigotts' car park at 7.30 am,

Camping. trips, film and slide evenings.

News=Sheet

Published monthly, before the outing. Articles have a deadline
of the last day of the month, and should be mailed to the Editor.



BDITORIAL. AUGUST 1986,

CONSSRVATIUN I5 4 GIFT.

7o many dwellers of city and town there come times when they have a day
out in the bush, away from the sights, the clangor and the smells of
city life. Whether this time out takes the simple form of a picnic in
the park, a day's birding in the bush or a camping holiday, the desire
is to spend time among trees, creeks, wildlife or the coast. Why 7

fihy do we need this wilderness experience? Why not a picnic on tne foot-
path of the main street of toWn?'Because, I believe, we are at a certain
point in the evolutionary cycle which places most people nowadays close
together in cities and towns, yet we are descended from a line of fore-
bears who back to a far distant past were hunters in the forest, herdsmen
on the plains, tillers of the soil, or fishermen or sailors at sea.

Our modern life is an abrupt and violent contrast to the simple mode of
existence to which we were bred. We adapt (or evolve) into these more
crowded conditions but we have not yet bred out the need for the wild-
erness experience and it is this need which surfaces now and then and
sends us off to the bush on some pretext, be it birding or fishing or
whatever form of outdoor hobby we pursue.

1t has been predicted that in time we will evolve a species of human
which will live solely in cities, tier on tier, row upon row, with no
instinct for the outdoors. It may well be so. #We can fix no bounds to
Nature's conforming power. Already she has produced certain creatures
so eminently adaptive to circumstances that they are equally at home
whether immersed in air, water or mud.

inexorable though the proces: of evolution may be, is it not a trifle
slow ? What about you and me ? We are somewhere in between Father Adam
and the end product of human development. We still need a bit of wilde
erness for our retreat and we ought to conserve if only for that purpose;
but of course, we ought to conserve for other reasons,too. What about
our children 7 Or theirs ? Do we sentence them to a life spent onliy in
the confines of some gigantic rabbit warren ? Is it not better to leave
them some opsortunity for healthy outdoor recreation. After all recreat-
ion is really re-creating. They too will need the wilderness experience,

“lready much harm has been done through the mindless guest for wealth
and power and each day the need for new thinking becomes more urgent,
yet there might still be time. Certainly the last few years have shnown
that more and more ordinary people are caring. 'he examples of the dams
issue in Tasmania, the numbers of people who turn out to help beached
and stranded whales is truly encouraging.

However our generation makes its mark on this planet,please don': let us
be the generation who inherited an #den and bequeathed a desert.

sonservation is a gift. 1t is a gift to ourselves and a gift to children
yet unborn.

Hon Hopkinson.




In mid-winter the City Council
cuts the grass on the island at
nake Annand. Why ?

I am disappointed to see a fav~
ourite perching tree at the water-
bird Park cut down to a useless
stump. Why ?
Lyn Rowan.
Bradley Drennan has celebrated
his eighth birthday and made his
first loly Communion this montn
(July). Congratulations Bradley.
Lyn Rowan.
A PARLIAmMENT OF Cais.
4yn Rowan has menticned a quiz
guestion posed by Radio 4G=r
recently. The question was "#h
is a group of owls called?"
It apparently took some time
before the answer was supi.lied,
Lo wit, "n Parliament of Cwls."
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This sent me on a short search
f earlier issues of this news-
gheet. Bingo! 1ln lssue #43{July
1979) we carried an article on
nouns of assemblage and in the
“cl]owing issue (744, August
107,,a response from Ann 3nore.

Many such cclilective nouns date
back to lKediaeval times, &
farliament of Uwls is cne such;

CLUE BrIars,
The atlas of se t or boundaries is now
bl

available. we believe this will maxe
easier the separaticn of sectors for
members participating in the scheme

to record the birds of Tcowoomba.
fou can obtain a zepy from the Records

Gfficer (Angela Kilmartin) or at the
monthly Field vays. Why not join in
the project? 1t adds tc your birding
fun and the more observers we nave the

more species we wiil record.
¥* %X % X ® %

Herewith an early reminder of the
Annual General ieeting. The date set
asice is luesday (ctober 7th. Venue
and other details will be announced
later.,

X X% x A% *x

‘he response {0 our apseal on benalf

of the #fast Gippsland Coalition tc nelyp
with the weed chip battle was great.
Together with generous donations and
the raffle at the Field lay we ccll-
ected $50. cheque for that has now

A

A

been forwarded. Good one, Club.,
. L *%* L AER
NO BlaplIen ro% MHESES GOLFERS

Lyn Howan clipped a story frcm "The
Chronicle" of July 5th about golfers
at a club at Cervantes {.45km North of
Perth, W.A.)

1t seems the local Crow population iav.
tagen Lo swooping on and removing golf
balls from the fairways; up to a dozen

a few otners mentioned in the golf balls a week cicapoeur.Cilb sec-
ariic e were: a host of Sparrows, retary, Mr. Eric Bateman said, "All we
& tidings of magpies, an exultation know is that some o0ld bird oui in the
of Larks, a murmuration of Star- bush is eitting on a fortune."
lings and a murder of Crows. 1f that "old bird" ever hatches one of
Ron Hopkinscn those balls it wilil have zome owi e
w2 lenations e I “ts mate.
If the golfers get close to the tnieves
it pay weil b o .urder of Crows."
en Hopkinsone.
LORSTUN L5 any 500 0o,
fa ly tay was a perfect time for bird watching on Joreier ‘sland. The
Tea-trees and Banksias were loaded with blossom. The bush was alive witu
‘} sonund of Titig,

1 abcut four dayq the Honeyeaters had the

Tea-trees nearest the house

\where I stayed) stripped of bloss om. This was where I saw my first

carlet Honeyeater, a beautiful litt
have a few good signtings of No
Two delightful weeks of birding on

oy
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ie prsd. I was fortunate enough to

.L.:J Pit ta.

truly beautiful isiznd, signting 54

soecies, 15 of which were new for me; they were:

Little 3lack Cormorant hush Thicxk-knee Varied Yrilisr
Black-necked stork Beach Thick-knee tGolden-neaded Cisticola
mallard #himbrel nnite~cheeked Honeyeater
Branminy wite Hose-crowned rruit-dove Ulive-packea CUriole

wWhistling Kite

Richard's ripit

-brsta. soodswaliow

Lyn Aowan

white
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FLVE SUBLenic OF THz ub"‘l)(,u(

Phe California Condor (Gymnogyps californianusj,a decreasing and embattlea
species of the west Coast of the United otates, formerly found from Wasn-
ington {state) to California, must now rate as a sever ely endangered species.

Uver the last five (4

+5., zummers a team from California Poly's Condor

Watch Project, working in conjunction with the Condor Hesearch Centre in

Ventura, have developed a new technigue of photographic identification of
individual Condors in the wild which has enabled biological scientists to
census the remaining wild population of four (4)

That is one more summer than there are wild birds.

However there are 22 birds (and one unhatched egg

o)

birds.

in captivity from which

it is hop=d to breed numbers for release to the wild. ot as simple as it
might at first seem. #hen numbers reach such a low state, probiems of in-
breeding arise; hence the need for accurate identificatiocn of inaividual

birds.
+1Y

1p to ten hours at a

’he photographic census involved people
time scannin" the ski
ol

and then _rabbing for camer:as. \;Never, Wi

-
-
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Here’s how photo censusing works

Some people have called it black
magic. Actually it's just a lot of
hard work.’ :

That's what's behind the
photographic census that enabled
Cal Poly to identify condors on an
individual basis.

The technique has been so
successful, in part, thanks to the
birds themselves. Condors molt
some of their wing feathers every
summer. The pattern varies from
bird to bird, so no two condors
look alike. If there are adequate
photos to show the loss and
replacement of feathers over time,
it's possible to obtain an exact

census of the population.
The hard work starts when the

biologists and students sit around a

huge table with 400 to 500
photographs and begin the sorting.
Each photo is marked with date,
locality and photographer. First
the photos are sorted by date, then
comparisons of condors are madé
on that date. Next the
identification is correlated over
time. It's a complex process.

Once completed, the end
product is somewhat magical. It
shows a dramatic sequence of
photos on each bird's development
over the summer. [J

-y

r3 ana students, spenuing

3
ing for birds to appear,
witn a wingspan of nine
‘eet or more passes over
J0u no more tran fifty feet
up, you'd reckon it worts
3N,
Tne causes for tne biras
dlecline seem to pe all re-
sated to humans.
Jre &ric Johnson said,”lume

5f us feel we nave a resyon-

+ibility to bring them pDack."™
son Hopkinson (witn thanks

1o Warilyn Jacobs for a copy
sf"Cal Poly Today"vVol.Axvi
NO l+o)



LIBRARY HCTKS.

e thank jirs. Dorothy Row for the donation of "The Readers igest Complete
Book of Australian Birds" to our library. Members are advised that this
beautiful book and many other bird and wildlife bocks are available from
the iibrarian.

New Publications received are: _
The Bird Cbserver: Nos. 650/651/652/653/654, sarch, April,nay, June, July.
Darling sowns Naturalist: Nos. 382/3%83%/384/385, way, June, July, August.
D.D.Naturalist Journal: Vol. 9, June 1986,
Urimbirra: Nos. 4/5/6/7. April, kay, June, July 1986,
4+.0.5. Newsletter:Vol. 17, Nos. %/4/5/6 April, May, June, July 1986.
The sSunbird (4.C.3.): Vol. 16, Nos.1 & 2, Marcn, June 1986,
The Australian Birdwatcher (BO.C.): Vel, 11, Nos. 5 & 5, karch, June 1986
wWildlife Australia: Spring 1985, dummer 1985, Autumn 1986, Winter 1986.
P.A.0.U. Conservation sStatements: The Forty-spotted Pardalote.

The Urange-bellied Parrot.

The Freckled nuck.
Birds (R.3.2.B.): spring 1986,
Newsletter, Agricultural sSociety of ¢'land. (Toowoombe):Vol. 9, No. 5, iay.

Nancy Belcher. Librarian.

FlslD DAYS FOH AUGIST - SuPTaiBri- OCTCBsR.

The camp at Coolmunda Jam, previously promulgated has been cancelied.
The August Field vay will be as below:

Date: Sunday, August 24th

Place:iedwcod/Jubilee Parks.

Assembly Point: Pigott's car park.

Time: 7.15am for departure 7.30am SHARE.

reader: Nancy Belcher,

LR * KK ¥ ¥
SEPTLwdaR . VCTCBiwR.Combine with T'ba Field Nats.,
vate:sunday, dveptember 28th. date:Sunday, October 26th.
Place: helidon Hills, Place:Glen Lomona Parke-
assembly Point: Pigott's car park. Upper ¥lagstone.
Times: 7.15am for departure 7.30am SHiRP. Assembly Point:rigoti's car var.
Leader: Michaei ftzeni. Time: 7.15am for departure 7.3%0am.

Leader: Angela Kilmartin.
X K Ay X % X %

saiod TIVE NUOTMNS,

This month a number of routine items were looxked at but some points of
interest are:

2)s Reh.U.U. calendars will again be ordered this year. Yney proved very
popular last year and as only 20 have been ordered, and with 15 already
ear-marked, it would be wise to contact Ann as soon as possible if you
wish to buy. Yhe price wiii be $10,00.

b). when Marilyn was in the U.3.4. recently she made contact with a bird
club that nas as 1ts emblem, a kite very similar %o our own Black~should-
ered Rite. At her suggestion we have written to the group, the Ohlone
fudubon Scciety,asking them if they would be interested in being a sister
club and exchanging newsletters.

c). Viola Temple-¥atts, “resident of the Toowoomba Field Waturalists Club,
kas asked if our Club is interested in joining other like<«minded clubs in
some fund-raising for the Waterbird Habitat. ie certainly feel it's impor-
tant for our Club to be involved, however it wili depend on the type of
activity and outlay inveolved and more information will be fortncoming after

furtner discussions . . . . .
b = g Lesley Beaton. President.




FIELD DAY RuPORT. JULY 27th 1986.

6 -

It was
ber of
er the
Lagoon

a very moist, cold morning, but despite this there was a good num-
people whe turned up for tne outing. Because of the inclement weath-
Hampton Road venue was postpcned and an alternative route to Hood's
and the Helidon area was taken .

When we got Lo Withcott, where we had arranged to meet Ann, it was a sur-
prise to see Bill Jolly. He'd been holidaying in the area and was pleased
to meet old friends and new members. Unfortunately he could not join us

but his son, Owen, did.

A number of the group had not been to Hood's lagoon before so it was a
beaut opportunity to show them one of the Club's best birding spots. Two
Pelicans, Black Swans with cygnets, Jacana and Pink-eared uuck were some

of the birdlife on the dam that morning. kichael showed us where the #whist-
ling Kites were nesting and we took the advantage of using his telescope.

“oving on to the Dip area we saw Common Bronzewing feeding along the rail-
way tracks. Ilnitially, the young scacias, where we wandered, yielded very
little in tne way of birds. Zventually a couple of feeding parties flew
through and we saw weebills, #wnite-throated Gerygones, Buff-rumped Thorn-
bills and a few of us managed tc sight the Western Gerygone (cr %arbler)

for which the area is

now noted.

After morning tea at Helidon Rest Area where a successful raffle raised
sbhout $55 for the mast Gippsland Co-alition,the rain really set in so we

decided
wnbiBLAS

e

PRUSSND

to call it a day.
wichael Atzeni, viana and #Znid Beal, Lesley and Pegsie

Beaton, Kath Blackburn, Joe Ueuble,Gloria (ilass, Ron Hopginson, Angele
£ilmartin, Petty and Les Porter, Lyn Rowan, Ann shore.

V1sI70Rs: Gwen Jolly, lan Kennedy, rhilip Tneunissen.

SPECIEG Lisl:

Jek) Grebe

Aust, Pelican

Little Blx. Cormorant
Little Fied Cormorant
Cattle Hgret
Black sSwan
facific bik,.
Grey Teal
Pink~eared Juck
Hardhead

Vaned iHuck

Whistling Kite
{ollared sSparrowhawk
Brown wuail

Yusky kioorhen
purasian Soot
Comb-crstd Jacana
masked rapwing

[T
ER ¥ SR

suck

Bl 10

WATOR #or iy

Bik-frntd riover
Blk-winged Stilt
Feral Pigeon
Bar-shld Dove
Common Bronzewing
Urested Pigeon
Pale~hded Rosella
Laughing Kookaburra
white-bckd Swallow
welcome Swallow
Tree Martin

Fairy martin
Richard's Pipit
Red-capped Robin
Golden wWhistler
Rufous #whistler
Grey Fantail
Willie vagtail

LPeMBER

Ok

Spotless Crake
Eudserigar
sacred Kingfisher

Noisy Pitta
Blk-Fecd
Spe

Monarch
ctacled hMonarch

pastern énipbird
speckled warbler
Wweebill

Hestern Gerygone
White~thtd Gerygone
Buff-rmpa Thornbili
sittle Friarbird
Blue-fcd Honeyeater
Noisy iiner

Lewin's Honeyeater
Yellow-fcd Honeyeater
ospotted rardalote
Jtriated Pardalcte
silvereye

i'iec Butcnerbird
Aust. kagpie

Pied Currawong
lorresian Urow

Lesley heaion

Fuscous toneyeater
brown-hded Honeyeater
Painted

Honeyeater (''his bird has

Hainbow Bee-eater
Jollarbird

been reported as ccming to our
area from September to Fedbruary.
1t has a fondness for iistletce
berries, so please checx closely
all pirds seen in these clumps.,

Leaden Flycatcher
#ufous Jonglark

ingela Kilmartin, Records.
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MimBERSY Bilry HOTwS.

Grey Goshawk. 24.7.86. Redwood Park OC#. Lx. L3R,
ihite-bel_ied Sea-sagle. (imm.) 8.6.86., tood's Lagcon. iA. Pil.
Little magle. 8.,€.86. Hood's Lagoon. Mi. 2.

dust. Brush-turkey. 30.3.86. Gilmour Court. FB. NB.
Red-chested Button-quail. 11.3.86.(injured) suli=. P,
Caspian Tern. 8.6.86. Hood's Lagoon. mh. Pii.

Blue Bonnet. 6.7.86. kiles. L&,

Wihite-bel.iied Uuckoo-shnrixke. 8.6.86., Hood's Lagoon. lii. Pi.,
Richard's Pipit. 31.7.86. waterbird rark. AK. LR,
Red-capped Robin. 4.5.86. Helidon. LA. #iA. Pil.

Western Gerygone. 10.5.86, Helidon. MA. FPu.

Red wWattlebird. 24 7.86. waterbird Park. AK. LK.

Satin Bowerbird. 1%.4.86. Spring street (sast). Ji.
ihite-winged Chougn. 12.%5.86, Kleinton. Ju.
" " g 4.5.86, Helidon. NA.
w~A: Laurie Atzeni, [A: jiichael Atzeni. Fu: Frank Belcher. NB:Nancy selcher.
JL: Joe Deuble. Ak: angela Kilmartin. Pu:PaticConnell. Cm:lath scGrath.

lalt Lyn Kowan.,
ooo 000 ooo

PROPUSED ALTHRATIONS TO THr CONSTIPUTION UP PHE PUCWCUNBA BIRD C.UB,

i

At the innual General Meeting of the Club,to take place on Tuesday
Cectober 7ih 906,14 is Urcicsed 1o discuss certain ch wanges which are
felt to be desirable to our Constitution.

These changes should remove some small ambiguities and formalise the
conditions v riaining ¢ 1.2 Jiib's Checklist of tne Toowoomba Area.

Therefore, in accordance with the Constitutiocn, at leas® cne man.n'
nciies Fo T wen o aad Lo e e w0 20t o belows

o3

Para. ¢ 4ims:
Add (e) To maintain a Checklist and suitable records of the birds
of the Toowoomba region.
* n % X AXx * 2%

Para 5 Officers:

Clause ibjAlter the seccnd sentence to read;" ihe sxecutive shall meeg
monthly and shall have a quorum consisting of a majority of
the nmxecutive currently elected,."

| ¥*x X xxX

’ara O wlection of Cfficers:
lause (a) Alter the second santence to read,"in the event of & vacancy

occurring between elections, such vacancy shall be filled by
nxecutive appointment.”

I
J.
C

* xx * K * K %

Continued Uverleaf.



CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES C/td.

Para., 7 bDuties of ixecutive and Ufficers:

ILDD .

NEW Para 8:

(f) The Records Officer shall be responsible for the main-

tenance of the Club's records of bird sightings, the
continuance of the Club Checklist, and shall serve as
Chairman of the Checklist Committee.

* % * KX *x %

Checklist and Records.

(a) The admittance of bird species to the Club Checklist

()

(¢)

(d)

(e)

shall be controlled by a committee of three (3) members.
Such committee shall consist of the Records Officer as
Chairman, at least one other member of the Executive,
and any other member appointed by the Executive.

Before submitting a species for addition to the Checklist
the sighting must be made and identification agreed by at
least two members present at the same time.

Unless deemed unnecessary by the Checklist Committee,
members must have at least twelve (12) months membership
of the Club before submitting a species to the Committee.

The Checklist Committee shall examine written notes sub-
mitted in support of the claim and, if necessary, discuss
the claim with the proposers, before arriving at a decision.
At least two Committee members must agree on the decision.

If a new species is admitted to the list the Editor shall
publish such addition in the News-sheet,

000 000 000



