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' 'THE BEST LAID PTANS

0n a recenL Satrrday rnrning, Angela Kilmruin

and I took parL in tlre Club's "helping handrf project

vJHch assists tle Q.N.P.W.S. witil its prograllrle

of urapping nesting Austr:alian l4agp.ies wtridr div*

bonl 6pfe (paruicularly ctrlldrm) near the nest

site.

The plan involves placing a trap near ttre site'

catchjng the nale lbgpie, bandfuE him, rorcving

certain- prjnary feathens (to permit fLighL' but

prevent ai"iog), ild releasing him to continre

the nestiry proc€ss. The trap is constructed in

tlrree sections, tlre centre one contairring a pre-

viously trapped }bgpie (trapped by the Q'N'P'W'S' '
ttnt is). nitner side of this centre section are

the traps rvhidr contai-n suitable rEat bait and

a drop dornn woodm door. The nesuing ltbgpies f1y

down io Jnvestiggte t*re intruder, r*alk into the

Lrap, pec.k at tJre bait, and presLo! tle trap is

sprung!

Not so, Itm afr.aicl. tb visited Rarsay State School

first, at 6.30 a.m. The first nesting activity

ue found uas ttlat of a pair of AusLralian }bgpie-

larks. In a nearby Eucalypt \das a partly con-

stnrcted l4agpie nesL, buL no sigrr of lbgpies'

lrle doubted *tt ** nesL had proceeded to ttre stage

of being defended.

l,le tested several sites before ue celIIE upon a couple

of lbgpie onlookens. Sefting the trap we rnrithdrew

to a 
"discreet distatrce to arait results' Artgela

had aclvanced the theory ttat at least scne of the

offending birds use 'trbnday to Friday'' lhgpies;

that is, they respond to tlre stjmulus of tonrrcnt

by the 
'.f,ifat* 

durfug the weelc and at ttrc h'eelc-

ota" are quite docile. I agree wiuh this' It

centziinly seened to be tlre case with titts pair'

ii 
"u* 

u purt of lbgpies cotild be call-ed irps",

tben this uas tlre Pair.

At one pohL, one of the lbgpies vas about to enter

llrc trap rr'tren tlre l4agpie-larks sr'ooped, and ar'ay

hrenL our intended captj-ve, breaking even tfue to

the shelter of tlre nexL paddoclc. At anotlren point

t}ey wene sel- opon by Nolsy Milers, fierce birds'

i-f Lver there r€re, aL leasL according Lo our lbgpie

pa:ir; araY t*reY rnent again.

After a couple of hornrs of this lue had to conclude

ttrat perhaps the pupils of tlre sdrool could not

AiJfer^enriiue betleen lbgpies and }bgpi*larks,

and we rnved on Lo our ne)a siLe.

This l€ts in Hure Street, about mid-r'ay beb€ert

long antl Perth Sreets. Ide soon found tte nesL

in a Canrpiror Laurel tree and tlre nnle restilg on

$re cross-bar of a utility pole. He r'as a fine

speciren and ready for business. While ue rnere sLill

ut th" trtp, seLtfu€ it, trc sr'rmped and alighted

on tlre ground near us. Ths ucntL take long, ue

thougftt.

The best laid plans of mice and bird trappers'

ofu go arry (with apologies to Robbie hrrns)'

This nale ms quite aggressive to otr irprisoned
callen bird, pecking aL the sides of the cage, as
required by his fustjncts. Ho,',ever *rere ue had
trl interestjng exanple of displacarern activity.
Several tirnes the hosL rale, after pecking at the
intruden, tr-nrred over leaves lying on the grornd
and pecked at thsn. This sesns to strow a lack of
instinct plasuicity wtereby the bird is trnable to
reason out a sitr:alion #rich di-ffers frcm the nonnal.

l,lorna1ly, of cotrse, the host male uould IIEke his
ritualized attad( and, wit}rorrt any actual physical
contact, $e inhlder uould depart, as ttis inslinct-
ive reaction to the attack. Houever in our situaticn
the intruder vas unable Lo depart. so the attadcing
rmle r*as confronted with a siLuLion abnornnl to
hj.s fusLi-ncts, hertre the displacanent activity of
pecking at leaves, and vlalkirtg avay, pausing, Ltrcn
dartfurg back to renevr ttre attadc.

litri-le alJ- ttris uas taking place (in Htne Street
on a Saturday nnrning, rercmber), t€ tere ritually
attacked by an interesLed resident of the area who
was conc€rnd that le rrrcre out, to harm trls lbgpr^.
ApparenLly, out of ttrc nesting season ttrc bi.-,
are fed by hirn, and tiey even venture irrto tlre house
rnftile he is uatdring te.levision. Scne of their
favourite slror"rs include 'The Early Bird Strrnn/', "Qap-
tain Oookaburatt and r\,rlonbattr. Lmst. favoured is
rFat Cat and Fhiends"!

fuother rittral attad< uas made on us by a car witl
blue ligfits on ttre roof. Iu rmde a lJ-turn near
tus and halted near our car and the trap. lhe vdricle
contained a Senior SergeanL of Police and a Senlor
Cqrstable. We explained lttn l{e lrcre and what ue
r{ere up to. this satisfied t}reir fustfucts and
t}ey rmde their ritual departure.

llnfortrrntely, none of this led to the capture of
any }hgpies so ue had to give it, array at lundrlire.
lG regreLted ttnt ue had been trnble to assist. tle
Q.N.P.W.S. or tlrc victirns of lbgpie aLtack.

The nelrL My, Surday, ratri-Ie Arrgela vas atteff'
to the needs of the captive bird, he decifud tlffi,
he had no need of her ministrations dnd, eizing
a rnnertary opportuniLy, escaped through t}te open
door of t}re cage.

Robbie Bms certainly knew how ttrjngs r.rene vfien
he *"id, t*fte best-laid schqes ot mice and nen
gang aft a-gleyt'.

Ron llodchson

F I E T D  D A Y  F O R  O C T O B E R

Date: Sunday 0ctober 26th
Place: Glen Lomond - Upper Flagstone Ck
Assembly Point. :  McDonnel l  & East Car

Park
T ime:  7 .15  am fo r  depar tu re  7 .30  sharp
Leader:  Angela Ki lmarLin
For t.his Field Day we are combining with
Toowoomba Field Natural ists Club



.  I {EMBERS'  B IRD NOTES

Snlphtr-crested Cockatm (2), 10.9.86, St Joset'rrs
0o11ege, Ibckenzie St. LB, JB

Rufous l{trisuler (f), 13.9.S, L5 Dnrone St. (firsr
sighttug for garden), B, S

Canrnon Sandpipc, 18.9.86, tlelidon Sp, LB, I'lA,
Red-capped Dotterel (Ploven), m2l.9.ffi , Hoodrs

I-agoon, Helidon. B, JB, MA, tl"l
Sacred Ibis (lOt), n.9.6, Fl-ying N[ll over Iredale

Tearocms, did a circuit over lhlidsr and flervr
off in S direclion. IB, .lB

Scarlet lloneyeater (m), 20.9.S, 15 Dumore SL, LB
Black Bittern, 2I.9.6, tlelidon I,Gir, IB, tM
Spotless Gzke, 2L.9.6, Sp-Iredale Rd, LB, FM
Bar-shouldered Dove, 24.9.6, I'hJntyre St (first
tine for garden), LR

Apostlebird, S.9.86, CotsuDld ItA[s, @
Golden llhisllen, 9.9.6, Chevell St, AK
Slnrptailed Sandpiper, 7.9.6, Hoods' Iagoon,
Ilelidon, FM, MA, LA

Bnor+n Scnglark, n.9.6, Hodf s, W, I4[, B, JB
Glossy Tbis, 27.9.86, Hod's, M, W
Squaretailed Kite, 8.9.ff' N.Helidon, September

\!, Club offng
Pelican (q, n.9.6, Ildidon, JD
lA lawrie Atzeni LB lesley Beaton AK Arrgela KifuBrtin
MA l"fldnel Atzerd JD Joe huble IM Fat l&Oornell-
JB Jolrr Ra-|] G Gloria Glass LR Lvn Rormn

Fban lorraine Wilson:
June 1986 - Rilicans, 2 fiaks ovchead, 7 in one
flock and 8 in tte other, ghdjng on ttewals,
reeting, separating and ffying higher and hlgfrer
until blending into the bhre slcy, ttren totally
ouL of sigfrt.

June 1986 - &,rud Gd<mdriles, Elock of 6 feeding
on grass ner house, unuil I'hgpie began chasing
thsn from one area to arntter, then BrLctenhird
joircd in drasing them until they decided to leave
ttris area (r,utnt a strarre). Beauti-ful birds, srrch
vivid coloration (ie, sinrp contrasL of dark and
ligfrt areas) wtdle being looked dovn uporT frcrn

r,-.vsandah. Ovacast. day. Pale eyes rnst noLiceable
and slightly forked tait.

July 1986 - lhgdes, Territory row, this tfuie with
the plovens! One plover had a sore 1eg and thaLts
tle one selected to be harrassed - it didnrl uork!
EVeny Ufue tlrc l,hgpie appreched, the Plover turned
tor,*ards her and u,alked in tlre hpie's direction
quite defiantly. lhgpre backed off.
Bnought to mind t]re antics of a plover years ago
(r"hile I rm.s b:ave1ling on a dusty outback track).
A ploven stood defiartly in the niddle of the car
track and repea.tedly attad<ed tlre car - obviously
its nest r'ras nearby.

lihat chare did the lbgpie havel

BOOK REVIET{

t t B u s h w a l k s  i n  t h e  T o o w o o m b a  R e g i o n r r ,
N e i l  M c K i l l i g a n ,  D . D . I . A . E .  P r e s s .

Birdrdatchers and bustnalkers have rEny things
in conmn and this paket-size book will prove
invaluable to both groups.

The vall€ by \bi1 lthJ(illigan are clearly
outljned and i-llustrated with sl€tch naps and
fiotographs. I{ei1 has graded the ra,Llcs, easy
- roderate - hard, and fram my e:cperience r+ith
a couple of ttron his trsrrbjective assessrcnttt is
accurate. I found no g.-rait difficulty in t}re
easl and easy+rodaate v,alks. Ilolrever, birdos
rmy find the ualking tines given will have to
be hcreased to allol'r for birdwatddng.

Congratufadons to l{ei1 for thls oaelLent book
u,tflch wi-lI be a uefir1 addition to anv birdors
booldi"st.

A copy has been dqnted to the CLub Library and
is available to rsrbens.

lesley Beaton

LIBRARY NOTES NEW PUBLICATIONS

hlildlife Australia, Spring L986
B i r d s  ( R . S . P . B . ) ,  S u m m e r  L 9 8 6
tsushwal-ks in the Toowoomba Region

by Neil McKil l igan
Q1d Natl Parks & Wil-dt-ife

November  L985 , ' fNa tu re
and  the  R .A .S .  o f  Q ld ,

Urimbirra, Nos 8&9, Aug &
Q.O.S. Newsl-etter, Vo1- L7
Birdwatcher, Vo1 11 No 7,

Service
Conservation
Toowoombatt
Sept 1986
No 7, Aug 1986
Sept 1986
& 656,The Bird Observer,

Aug & Sept. 1986
The Darling Downs
. Nos 386 & 387,

Nos 655

Naturalist,
Sept & Oct 1986

Nancv Belcher

PROPOSED IJ,IERATION TO,TIIE. CONSTTTT]TION

Of thc TOOI{OOMBA BIRD CLUB

At the General I'bettuS of the G[ub on Sunday 23rd
0ctoben L986, it is pnoposed to dibcuss a dunge
Lo our ConstituLlon.

Therefore, in accordance with the OcnstJ-tution,
at least one nr:nthts notice is hereby g1en.

The proposed change is:

kra.3 }&mbership:
Clause (c) - Delete "lst Jarurary" and insert.

"lst Novsnber and tlrat ttre Club's firnncial year
*ra1l be frqn 1su Novgnben in one yer to 31
October in the following year."

The ptrpose of thls dnnge is to brjrg tt€ .finarF
cial year into Line wittr the currertt practice
of holdjrrg tlre Arrua1 General Ibeting during
OcLoben.



TOOWOOMBA BIRD CLUB

STAITHENT Of INCCF{B & EXPENDITTTRE

For Year ended 8 Seotenber 1986

KALBAR BIRDT{ATCH

As Roy ard I rc!:e ouE bdrdwatchfuB recentJy, r"e'Ufiled 
dorm a hitlErto urerylored rqa onicn'tooL

us over a very fuLl ard rrrrrirg creek - a relcrno
and unrsual sidrt in ttese vwy dry tims.

I€ urned off qrto an agriarltrral track alc,gside
$E cx€ek. It led to a beauEiJul wide stretct
of r€t€r, qr eitler dde of vfuich rse catiltrryrrs,
mlalenras ard err.lypts ln fuLl flouer.

[b stood entrarced to rdch sccres of Scarlet
I&neye:ers busy in ttte flo^rrs, and fladdrg
to ad fro across tln wat€r. I Ltuld not have
beU€ved ttrat r.e cqrld have seen so rmny in one
spot.

lb stayed ttee for tle better prE of ttre mrrling
HtchjJtg the rrurderful ,liqplay of birds: seveo:at
vtrieties of honeyeters and r,aterbirds, a hcjfic
lhron, hrdalotes, vivid green nigbirds wittr tleir,
red eye ptches,,re lrikets, Irtrip-birds, Rfous
lrhi.stlens, a Yellov Robin - ard another fladr
of vivid *arlet: a R#backed l,[en, and rmny
otlrrs.

I€ r+ere bedazzfed b" it al-1.

Ard also very thankful to tjfuk tlat ttere are
still tlese eses of peace ard natr:ral beauty
to be fourd.

Feggv Beaton

?
)

EXPENDITURE

kinlirg
Fostage
Statiorery
I-iibrary
Displays
Rnclnes

I'hrdnndise
ftnrlnses Raffies
Fdffal C€vt Til(
Dsr,atim^s

INCOME

Y$,n Sdbscr'ns 85/86 360-m
189.S Sr:bs'rs 86/87 40.m
32.85 Sales l'hrchandise LTz.@
ro.m Raffle TakirEF 98.5
40.m hnations 31.m

Special nlryoe
l36.m Collecuions 60.m

8.m Interest Received 1.30
1.55

rc.00 Deficit for Yeer 130.04

$s2.89

HNCIS REFORT

Balance 12 SePtember 1985 206.50
Less Def ic iL for Year 130.04

Balance B September 1986 $ 75.46

D.J. Beal, ffi., B. ocn
tbn. lkeasmen

I have et<anined ttte Books and Fapers of tle
Too'ncda Bird Club and an of the opinion tlnt ttE

Statorent tereon represellts a Eue and correct view

of tlre hccrle & Blryendittne for year erded Sttt
septenber 1s6' L.B. Atzerd, Ilcroraly Ar-ditor

FrqLD 0uTrNG - 28.9.86 - HELTDON

Ttere r*re plenty of rervards for tle srmll group
of eiglht as rc declced ouE poplar birding sites
aotnrd lblidcn.

Ibod's lagmn vas first off the rark' and as
usual had sonetJrlng of jnterest,, rnnely tle IE's
fortrrth record of a .Iabiru r+hidr later sred
naj.esticalty to a pinpoint in tle slcy. Ottt€r
unusual species fuEluded Glossy ltd-s, Felican
arKI tbcific Baza.

SnrE hdlbixding au the Iielidm Dip are podred
orcellent vier+s of a Broupheded ltrreyeater
feedjrg an irmah-ue, ard a rmle Scarlet lkneyeten
cooperating for its a&irers jn a 1ov dmd bu€rrft.

Drivjng past the annrniliqr.s drry, cars abruptJ.y
cde to a halt as t}re bird of tl-E day - a Squfre-
tailed Kite - smred eross ttn red, settling
in a tree bri.e;fLy, bfore affording ev€ryce
a bri-LHant view as he circled a fet retres above
r:s seedngly very curiors abqrt otn smll ccnvoy.

Last stop before lurch rcs tte lbfido Spa utee
$e set ttre telescopes cn tlE Ccflut Sardpnp.r'
a recent additiqr to tte Clubrs U-st.

A luihFirp tally revealed rte rere six Sprt.
of a tnnrdrred species, so a hrief stop at Red"wd
kk saw us safel-y to tlp 'ton' and cap@ off
a very en$yable and prodnLive outing.

lkrbss 'present: Argela Ki*Lnarlin, Narny & Fhank
Falcher, Jmn l,Jtrlte, Lyn Romn, Midtael Atzerd,
Fat }bf,cnrre.It, Gloria Gtass.

Ifidtael Atzeni

IT{VITATION TO ALt T.B.C. MEI.IBERS
A}TD fiIEIR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS

LAI{B-OTI-A-SPIT

To help raise furds for tie Bicenterrrjal lbts'Bird
lhbitat, the Tooqnda Field lbturafists Club is
arrdngirg ttris LAMB-0N-A-SPIT .

D f r I E :  S a t , u r d a y ,  0 c t o b e r  2 5 t h
PI4ffi: lbry Artn & hm lar^'rs ltre, % Rarmy Str€et
TIIIB: 4.O p
IICKEIIS: $10 atults -/

$5 chi-Ldren, up to and ircludfug *hmlage
Fbuit juice will be provided, and r+ine rvilL be ened

h'ittr tlte ml.
A ta1k to tle lhhitat is planred before dirner.
Ourtact leslcy Beaton (3%262) fcr yorr tidet.

Q . O . S .  B I R p  C o U N T

O u r  C l u b  u s u a l l y  t a k e s  p a r t  5 . n  t h i s
Queensland 0rnithological Society project.
This year the dates - E & 26 ft.tober clash with a
rnnber of GLub intenests. Iknever, jf YOU could
tal€ Frt - or trr days doe to tlee dates, please
ccrtact a nember'of the Executive or Marilyn
Jacobs (35 8594) vtlc i.s qE orgddex.

Soecies observed wilL becarriedover totle
Novennber I'ler^s-$reet dte to ladc of space.


