
t tTo encourage the observat ion and study of birds of the Toowoomba area."

CLUB OFFICERS

P r e s i d e n t
S e c r e t a r y
T r e a s u r e r
R e c o r d s  0 f f i c e r
L i  b r a r i a n
E d i t o r

L e s l e y  B e a t o n  P h o n e  3 2  6 2 6 2
A n n  S h o r e  P h o n e  3 0  3 2 0 7
L y n  R o w a n  P h o n e  3 5  9 1 1 8
A n g e l a  K i l m a r t i n  P h o n e  3 8  2 4 0 4
N a n c y  B e l c h e r  P h o n e  3 8  4 0 4 7
G l o r i a  G l a s s  P h o n e  3 0  7 0 5 4

Activities Field Day and Monthly Meeting - 4th Sunday of each mont,h.
Cua$TeparL from McDonnel l  & East car park at 7.30 am.

Camping tr ips and f i lm and sl ide evenings.

Newsletter Publ ished monthly,  pr ior Lo the Field Day. Contr ibut ions
sh 'om-be mai led  to  the  P.O.  Box .  Dead l ine  is  the  las t 'day  o f  the  month .

Annual Subscript ion Ordinary Membership $10.00
Fami ly  Membersh ip  $12.00
StudenL Membership $ 5.00

NEWSLETTER NO. T32 DECEMBER 1986

There is N0 field outing in Decenber.

Keep these dates free for future outings:

January 25 Jubilee Park, Toowoomba
February 22 Wader outing, by minibus, t,o the coast
I*Iarch 28 & 29 Campout at Lake Broadwater, near Dalby

Postal Address P.0. Box 67, DARLING HEIGHTS, Q, 4350.



E D I T O R I A L

SIINDOI{N NATIONAL PARK has been tuareased in
izc. The announcslent of the addition to AI{y
Itrational Park is good ner+s for all of us interested
in birds, for it reans that a further piece of Arcens-
land is preserved for wild creatures - r"e hope for
all tirre.

Birdos wfio havenrt been to Srndolvn thaventt livedt !
Tmr.'wnba birdos have tJte opporLurrity, if they are
tickers, to add IIEny Irew bi-rds Lo their Llst: Brovin
Tbeecreeper', IHatnnd Firetail, Turquoise Parrot and
Soutlrern htriteface rvere new birds for ne at Surdovm.

The canping there is first-rate - a nlce grassy plot
all your own, with a fireplace and wood provided.
Sror'iens (orttich you fill wittr uater from the Severn
Riven) and lavatories are nearby. And with a bit
of luck you wi-Ll have l'lelcore Svmllows nesLing in
ttre lavaLory with you!

The rocky creeks are uorth explorhg whethen ttrey
are jl spate or dry. Birdvatchens of course need
to add everal hours to the tines for waLks shown
on Ltre Park noLice board.

So far, I have only been Lo the oven-the-range part
of the Park (90 kn anticloclcr^'ise frorn Stantlrorpe)
but O,lE DAY I hope I'Il get to the northern parb
rnest of Ballandean.

Congratulations to our State Governnent for adding
to our national heritage.

Glor ia Glass Editor
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OUR CONSTITUTION

The al terat ion to the Const i tut ion proposed

in the October Newsletter was passed at

our November meeting. This was to change

the dates of our financial Year to

lst  November in one year to 31st October
in the fol lowing year,  br inging i t  into

l ine with the current pract ice of holding

the Annual General  Meeting during October.

The Const i tut ion has been retyped

incorporat ing changes up to November 1986'

and copies are avai lable. Send a stamped
self-addressed envelope to the Secretary
i f  you  wou ld  l i ke  a  coPY.

J? J$ Jt Ji r".- ii lt li

ARE YOU V IS IT ING SYDNEY?

fn a recert letten to our Secretary, the N.S.hl. Field
0rnithologlsts Club have invited any of our rsnbens
visitirg Sydney to get in touch with thej-r Activities
Officer, Alban Richards (Hn 660 e062) or Secretary,
Norna }4a<we11 (Fh 9M n7). The postal address of
their Cl-ub is P.0. bx 426, CXarerrce Street, Sydney,
m.

QUTZZTCAL'S QUIZ QUESTION s  \

i,rlhere would you expect to observe the foltcrdng bd
foraging lrn*. ftqu*tly - trIG- Bror:nd; in t}re
unffi-ry (0.2 to 4 retras or 8 ins to 1I] ft); 

\

or in the tretops (abore 4 rctres or L3 ft)?

Send in your ans:!{ers before t}re end of Deconber and
receive the fabulous prirze of seeing yotrr nare in
pnint in the January ner.cletter!

:l ?r_ ?r_ h_ h_ tr_ ti %_

ANSWERS to NOVEMBER'S QUIZ
A.2 'Torresian' is a zoogeographic region
enccxrpassilg roughly northenn Australja and
eAstern Qrcensland.
A.3 (a) honeyeaters are ttre major group of
nectar-feedens; (b) butcherbirds and ragpies.-"^
tlre Lerrestrial predators; (c) ttrornbills \/
uarblers, the follage-feedilg irsectivores;
(d) treecreepers & siLellas, ttre bark-foraging
insectivores; and (e) uoodsr^a11or,,e, the aerial
insectivores. (If you naned other groups and
are still prepared to defend them, e:(adne
carefully utrether ttrey are endernic or cosle
politan soups.) 

-

A.4 Honeyeaters obtajn protein from (a) flying
irsects, and their energy from (b) nectar and
(c) nranna arfi/or lenps and/or honeydew.

W I N N E R

Congratulat j -ons

th is  qu iz :
E .

to our only winner for

WI I -L IAMS

who also sent a subscript ion.

(Wou1d E. WiLtians kindly flrone the Secretary to tel1
her yotrr address, so that we can add your nattE to
the nailing LLst for our Ner+s1etter.)

Aust. lhgpie
Superb Fairy-r'ren

lrlhistler
Cblden trltristler



D OF YEAR FIELD OUTING 23.TL.86

y' I l^p group of 23 nsnbers and visitors asssnbled

/i 
at Hbbb hrk for an afternmn barbeque.

Vcy little birdirrg uas dcne but ttre antics of the
laughfug Kookabrrras, ueill ar'are vrtnt barbeqtrcs rcne
ued for, kept us all anusd.

At dud( tle squdrons of frult bats, or flying for<es,
flew oven tlre park ard it r,ias easy to catch tlten
in otr spotllgfts.

The talk t],rough Redwood did not reveal rmny birds;
houever, trno Bnustr-talled Posstns afforded a 1ot
of attention. lrb all had fun going tlrough ttte bu*t
in tle dark. "A lGrry Chrisums" and 'Tbppy New
Yeartt wjshes r"ene e>clranged before ue tmk to orr
sParatc taYs' 

Lesley Beaton

lGnbens present: .trohn 8411, Merv Baxter, Diana and
Enj.d Bea1, lesley Beaton, Fratk & lhrcy Belcher,
hradley Drennan, Gtoria Glass, ltlarcy Gooding, I(ath
I"tC'rath, Kevin & Margaret lvhJhee, Lyn Ror,wr, Arn
& Jdrn $nre, Jane lihite.

v t$:X.t&t?t+.rFtFr(

Omitted from 0ctoberNews-Sheet :

Srecies oberved or Helidon Outine 28.9.86

(Species sen in Sector 3 ae strorm t, Sctor
5 ae strown fr, rtliJ-e Sector 7 are r.nmarked.)

Australasidl Grebe, Aust. Felican, Daiterrt, LittJ€
Bladc & LittJe Pied Oorrcrznts, P*ifi-c. & lltrit*
f€ced lerffts, G€at Egret, Cossy & Strar^qecked

I'M DJcks, ftey Tea1, Ilardhead, Klnck#ror1d",""d
Kitett, Facific Ra-, Squretailed Kite, Iedge-
tail"ed Eaglef , Aust. Kestrel, Drdry l,bortrerr, Rf,ryle
Sm@ren, Erasi^ar Coot, Ccmb-crested kaa,
l.bded Lqruing, RedJoed brterel, Black-frcrted
Ploven, Black{^ringed Stilt, lathmrs &ripe, Cmt
Sandpipa, Feral .& &ested Pigems, Paeftrl &
nc-dmldered hve, Cnnnn Bt'g,urlliing, Galatr,

ffn:rcested Orclcatoo, Scaly4reasted & Littfu
)lriket, PaLeleded RmelJa, Fan-tail,ed Or,koo,
Cr'rrrrl Ke1, La8[ring Kodrahn=a, Sffied Kingfids
Rafubcru Bee<ter, DolLtrbjrd, lh1cre $€1lor,
Fairy l.hHnrr, Rir.trardts Pipitt', FfierJr<-frced Gdcr
Srike, .bcky htftrtelr, Golden & fttros lfiristJe,
&ey Striketlru*r, Leden Elycatdet, Rfcnrs'
& e,ey fhtail, ltillie lhgtail, Eastern lfdphird',
Gley<omed BabbLer, Clznurous n€d lfo'bl-er,
Golde+fpaded Gistricola, $perb", Vriegated &
Red&cked' Fairy+,rens, Ifrrite$rored Sctbwror,
SpeckJ€d lkbl€r, I&ebjll, Bnoort & lftite+h:mted
Gerygae, Bro,n', Btrf-nryed & YellsFnnped
IlunhilJs, Ifrritettnoded fteemeeer, Striped,
Iffinrst, kronrlnaded, l*rite<npedt, Rountt,
& Sctrlet lhnyeaters, Noi.sy & Llttle Fhitrbirds,
Noisy MirE, Mi.stl€tebird", Spottedt & Stri^ced
kdalotes, Silvereye, Hme Spror, hrbLe{anred
Ftudl, Ornrrn Starlfug, C@l l,tpah, Olive&cked
Oriol-e", Figfoird, tfrite-*ftged Ou4fq Aust. l.bsrie-
1ark, Pied BtcHird, Au*. tbglie, Pi€d Grr&
ug, Tcrresian ftor.

1O1 species

T'IEUBENS ' BIBI' trOTES

For:slKiogfileh*, I{oy,g6, Gihour Courr,
FB,ilB

Sacred Ibis (30), l{ov.g6, GLLrcar Corrt,
FB,l{B

Bufous lfight-heron, 2.LL.ffi, l.rr:kyer &.
_ lgar lockyer Siding, I,B
YeLLor-taiAed Bl,ac*. Cockatcr,, E, 11,86,

Hoodts Iagoon, I,B
EaslteTt tose_lla, - Oc t.ffi , ltrni,. Centre,

Jellicoe St, U,t
Baillonts Crake, Zg.ll.K, Gokr:le ftn

Goyrie Junction, IIB
.ts fti nnll IB Ra6. mdlfu
lB Lesl€t Bffion m hcy I-Afu
IB Dind nF41 DI lhre:l{r*s



LOCKYER FOLK & ilEACE FESTIVAL 23.LI.86

It r.ras a ca1m, sunny rnrning, penfect for birdr*atctr-ing
The dozen or so bleary-eyed campers agreed that a
stroll along the creek bank r€s a greaL uay to start
t]te day.

Anongst the group vrere people frsn ttre U.S.A.,
Armidale, Brisbane, Iaidley and Gatton. Ibst had
binocr:lers and all had a lot of interesL.

Before we starLd ouE. I gave a little talk on ttre
Club, sholned them pictures of birds nxrst 1iJ<e1y to
be seen and dsrnnstrated how to find a bird with
binoculars.

As we vall€d dotg, other couples who wene sitting
on the bank enjoyirrg the sunshine joined us, and
it uas quite a group that narvell-ed oven the brill-iant
pltrmge and drartsLic aerobatics of the Rainbow Bee-
eaten. We also got o<cellent vievis of a nale
Variegated Fairy-wren, Red-broured Firetails drjxking,
lm1e Figbirds, Double-barred Findres and a ldtr-lte-
faced Heron. Dsky lborhens lvene jn abundance and
the group r^rene amused to see srh heavy birds damben-
iag around on the outerrnst branctres of the bottle-
bnrshes.

I felt it was a trnst wort]rwtrile exercise as we had
tuo offens for the Club to irisit propenties in the
I-ockyen Valley. Also it is aluays stimulating to
see peoplets enthusiasn wfien drovln a bird for the
first tine or told a little about. avian betnviour.
Tte rnore people that becore arere of ,tlre beauty of
our bjrds and ttre bush, the better our uorld wi1l
be.

Lesley Beaton

19 f.- lt r"r it tt ll t3

F R O M  o u r  l i b r a r y  c o p y  o f  " B I R D S '

Rails only!
I WAS DELIGHTED to leam that the

British and French governments have

onted for a rail only link. Rails are weak

fliers and would benefit from a small

tunnel to aid their migrations between

Britain and the Continent'
The project will be less costly than

some of the more ambitious schemes as it

will require no concrete, tiling or other

expensi*'e materials; just a few reeds,

boqgv areas and the occasional light.

il16"t of ,tt *ould prefer an invasion of

these harmless and pleasant creatures

rather than the noisy vehicles which

other schemes would inflict upon us.
Martin Coath

Sevenoaks, Kent

SUBSCRIPTIONS are  now due fo r  1987.

See front page for dol1ar amounLs'

the enclosed sl iP. EarlY desPatch

your cheque would be aPPreciated.

and

of

29th NOVEI'tsER PLANTING DAY

BICENTENNIAT WATERBIRD HABITAT

Itrs great to see the lrbterbird Habitat taking shape
before ones eyes. Sattrrday afternoon vas danp and
mrrlcy, too misty to see €Eross frcm one side of tjre
lhbitat Lo the otter, and ttrere uas scarcely a bild
to be seen.

This second pubLic planting ms organised by Sorth
Tmrnornba Rotary, and othen organisaLions and schcols
wj-ll have their special plantfug days afLer Grristrnas.
Comcil lbrks and Cardens staff had already dug holes,
set dorrrn ttre trees and sturrbs in readiness with plenty
of bags of bark mr1dl, and a few keen 0or:nci1 ucrkens
h€re on hand with a water tnrk for fi11j-ng buckets
and to assist with plantlng insLru:tions if needed.
Scrre 40 or 50 volurteers of all ages set to work
in an orgy of nud, ress and enthusiasn and ccrrpleted
the job in quidc Lfue. Nor rnie r,ait for ttun to grow,
eager Lo visualise results in five or t€n yearst
tirre. What will- it lod( 1i1€? WhaL bi-rds wi-lI be
thene, resting, roosLfuB and feeding...?

For tlre tine befug tlre public is being excluded vf,r
nnre developrent uork is caried out., iraludilg paths;
hides and picrric arezr, etc. Horeven, Bfud Gtub
renbers nny enter afLer applying to the DirecLor
of t}e Parks and Cardens Deparutent for the key.
Smn the uiewfu€ platforns wi-ll- be constructed, but,
funds for rnre uork me urgently needed and alJ-
donations for the lhbitat wjll- be greatly appreciated.

Ann Shore

EdiLorrs noLe: Orn CXub aclively supports this
project, and donations made through our Club
are very r.'e1corc. Donations nay be
tlre Theasurer at outi-ngs, or postd

givor to
to her at

our P'o' box' .,r-)s-)r**-)e*x-
E N T I C I N G  B I R D S  I N T O  Y O U R  G A R D E N

It is all veny rre11 to go on birdr,ratchiag outiags
with the 0-ub and on private jaunts, but how nnrh
betten one learns the birds one lives wittr. Cor
Jrncti-on has ne now on famiLiar terns with Striff
and Splay<heeked lloneyeatens, utreneas wten I lived
in Souft Toouoomba the norning bird chon:s was
presented by House Sparror+s nainly, with tl,e
occasional AusUraLian Irhgpie and pied BuLcherbird
*ir1g the veny high television aerjals as singhg
perclres.

Evenyone knor+s that abundance of nectar-producing
trees and strnrbs is vhat brings in the birds;
especially honeyeaters, but utrich are the best ones
to plant?

My efforts of picking shrubs frcrn a rurrsery catalogue
r{ere not very sccessful, but I had one wjrt in
Grevillea sp. Poorinda Fjrebird wtrlch bror:ght in
ttre hstern Spinebi_Lls, to my great. joy.

No doubt mny nrcrnbers have a ravourite tree r+lrich
attracts interesting birds. How about sharing your
knowledge with other rsnbens. Lhite in, phone, send
a snke signal or c€rr-ier pigeon Lo tell ne of your
best bird tree.

Gloria CJass


