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t tTo encourage the observat. ion and st.udy of birds of the Toowoomba area.t t

NEhISLETTER No.  133 JANUARY I9B7

FIELD DAY foT JANUARY

Date: Sunday, January 25
Place: Jubilee Park, Toowoomba
Assembly Point: McDonnell & East car park
Time: 7.15 am assembly for departure

aL 7.30 am SHARP
Leader: Angela Ki lmart in

Visitors Welcone!

C L U B  O F F I C E R S

P r e s i d e n t  L e s l e y  B e a t o n  p h o n e  3 2  6 2 6 2
S e c r e t a r y  A n n  S h o r e  p h o n e  3 0  3 2 0 7
T r e a s u r e r  L y n  R o w a n  p h o n e  3 5  9 1 1 g
R e c o r d s  0 f f i c e r  A n g e l a  K i l m a r t i n  p h o n e  3 B  2 4 0 4
L i b r a r i a n  N a n c y  B e l c h e r  p h o n e  3 8  4 0 4 7
E d i t o r  G l o r i a  G l a s s  p h o n e  3 0  7 0 5 4

Activities Field Day and Monthly Meering - 4th sunday of each month.
Usuaffy aepart  f rom McDonnel l  & East car park at 7.30 am.

Camping tr ips and f i lm and sl ide evenings.

Nevsletter Publ ished monLhly,  pr ior to the Field Day. Contr ibut, ions
sff im b6-mai led t .o the P.O. Boi.  Deadl ine is the last day of the month.

Annual Subscript ion Ordinary Membership g10.00
Fami ly  Membersh ip  912.00
Student  Membersh ip  $  5 .00

Posta l  Address  P.0 .  Box 67,  DARLTNG HEIGHTS, Q,  4350.



A I f  S U E R S  t o  Q U I Z Z I C A L  I  S  Q U I Z  N o . 5  2

There were no winners of Decemberrs quiz,
despite a record number of answers. However
the answers pr inted below are interest. ing,
especial ly in the r ight-hand column. So
t.hose oI us who got some answers twrongt

probab ly  weren ' t  fa r  ou t .

\

Ard this is the activity lr're notjced lately. t5rsN
tlrerc r,'ee tr"o Pied htcherbirds, a parent and me
of ttris year's yorrrrg. The prent sfuffl€d aroud
and flopped into the spread-egled positicr, then
Baby mahed arourd for a bit,, fornd tlre rigfit posie
and flopped dovm, squiggled a tittle ard ttm assr@d
fuLl-blowr position. They held this "tr.o aircraft
prked on tte rr.nrayt' positicr for 2-3 mirutes.
Their surning position r€s a patch of light@lcrured
etAoed bare earth facing the r,'estern sr:n.

Ne:<t r*e saw a Stri@ lkneyeater doing tle sam tldry
fur' aLrnst t]re sane place. Both ccasions r€re on
trle of ttnse days r'etve had recently utEn ttle
teryerature rffi.trd 3137 degrees.

Today (37 degrees) I saw an Australian lbgge ad
frierd srrdng on a heap of ligfit colotred soil on
a building block.

lhis is an intenestiag activity to obsenve and strdy.
!ftnt species have you seen in tie act?

I[ana BFql

Q U I Z Z I C A L T S  Q U I Z  N o . 6

This nnnth, lre have anottren foraging set of quesEims.
long-tire birdos probably r,ron't have m.r.tr trouble
with these, but. ALL nsnbss and readens are encouragc,l
to send in their anshers before ttre end of Jantrary. q.--'

Birds nny forage on ttrc ground (G), on the bark of
tree trunks (RI), on tle bark of branches (BB), on
loose hanging bark of Brcalypts (H,) arnong the leaves
and twigs (L), annng flor,',ers (F), arnng seed capsules
(c), or in the air (A).

lrltrere uould you epect to firrd tle following birds
ftraging for the ptreater proportion of the tire?

ldtLit+tlrroated free-<reepen
Gangjang Cockatoo
Black-faced Grckoe*rike
Eastern Spinebi-ll
Dudcy hlmdsrnlallow
lJlfte€red ]hneyeater
Crested Shril<etit
Itrflte.naped Honeyeaten
Yel1or+-faced Honeyeater

ftireon Roseilla
Red lhttlebird
key Fantzdl
Satin F1-ycarcten
Rose Robin
Varied SiteILa
Golden !'lhistler
Silvereye
Rr:fous !*Li-sclen

Send in your answers bef ore t .he end --
January ,  and i f  they  t re  cor recL ,  you  t11

be able Lo see your name in print in the
February Newsletter !

FUTURE OUTING DATES

*ltEse foraging frequercy obsennations r"ene taken frcm

necrcnT-Uo- : tForaging Ecology and Seaonal
Ibtt€ms of Ahrndarce in a Forest Avi-fauta" in 'tsirds

6f Fucalypt Forests and lrloodLands: Ecology, 9*"9ry-
ation, lbingamtt ", Srmey Beatty & Sdts Pty Ltd

& R.A.0.U., Chipping ldcrtqr, 1985.

AVIAN SUNBATHSRS

Srrrbathing by birds is thoqht to be just ore of

tte o6i-" available to birds to keep the body

":rfe; 
in gmd condition- Other options are peening'

oiling, bathing and anui4.

yor plrrked!)

Bathing is obrrio:slY en.irFd, especially on hot days'

h$ i; in the hd€r irl winter is no bar to a ggod

splash around. Antirg is dqe either passively (le-t-

titg th. arts crawl through the featlrers) or aclive'ly,

rctrnlly spreading formic aid-producing ants over

tle featlens.

But back to sunbathing. $ntbattdrg ray consist of

a gerrtle fluff-up of feathers or a good ryty FTh
or a firlt-blown sr:nbtlp with gusto. This full-

inten-sity pcture involves beirs spread+gled cn

tlre g-*ta *itft wings fu11y stretched and tail

March 1 Wad.r out ing' to
March 28-29 Camp-out at Lake

near DalbY
Apri l  26 Toowoomba region
l4ay 24 Cooby Creek and
June 28 Ma Ma Creek

F I E L D  O U T I N G  -  J a n u a r v  2 5

Angela, our leader, hope-s ue rnrj-ll see sare of tle
Surner seasonal visj-tors: fri-llers, ftycatctnns and
runrc}rs, pitta, drongo, dolltrbird.

Jubilee is in our city's ring of parldands, and thene
are several ertrances to it in tle northeast of
Tmwmrnba. I4le wil-1 be usirrg the Bridge Street entrance.

See the front page box for details of the ouuing.

the coasL
Broadwater

Dam

Idtere these birds
forage rost
frequently:

Aust. lbpie
Superb Fairy-wren

Golden hlhistler

Eastern SpirEbill



OK REVIEW

As I have travelled aro:nd, it has been my practice
to rake a list of birds pcLicular to a districL
thro€h r*ridr I an trave[Ling, or to vtich I arn going:
Ta.*rarria, lbstern Australia, vario.rs l{adonal lbrks,
etc. Nor, trcuever, bfud observens travelliry to
Western Ausfralia have it all handed to ttsn on a
si1ver platten in t\tse to Fird Birds in lbs:tsn
Australjarr by t{oela lfur, Kagro Press.

It is a mrst for observers travelling to this area.
The book is a very handy size for slipping into a
bag. It has naps of 40 di-ffenent aeas and an overall
fiap shJwing tlrc laaticn in lJ.A. of ttee areas.
Each mp has an accc@anying hrriteup on AccomDdalion,
Vegetalion (rftich I fo:nd rrrst interesEing), Eirds
of the ar€Et, and fimlly a sectiur 'Ticks for
Tkitctensr' - in Area }tro.3 even a tnega-Lickt for a
bird I lodrcd for but unforuurntely did not see, tlre
Noisy ScruLbird.

Ttrere are colotnr photograSrs of birds ad sole of
t}e very beautiful areas referred to. And also fotr
or five locations within Perti, or easy bus ride of
Perth, if you are nerely visiting Perth.

Nryres of birds and vegetaLion are Listed in tte back
. -der ccmrnn and latin narres.

I feel tlnt rpre bmks of ttris natrre vnuld be of
great help to observers travelling around. thmk
you, Noela!

Peggy Beaton

&litor's Note: the pubhsfrer has rreny kindly st

T T F E B R U A R Y T f  W a d e r  O u t i n g  t o  t h e  C o a s t
T h e  d a t e  i s  M A R C H  l s r

Living arnay frcrn the coasE., rne donft. see very rrany
of the migratory rlading birds. I,bst. of these spend
sumrer in Astralia, and fly off to Japar.r or Siberia
to breed in tlrc northern surrrEr. Consequently,
it is generally only at. tjre beghning and end of tleir
LirrE in AusLralia tlnt. r.rc cetn see ttpse vaders in
their brigfiter nuptual plurage.

Cirnrcrr-rufos wi-ll be the colotnr to look for, and
sore uaders to sLudy up beforehand ccruld be: Terek
and Grler+r Sildpipers, t@oUrn Ibttee,l, Rddy 1trrr-
strre, Btr-tail€d God'rit, Red-rredred Sti-d., ftey-
reil'ed Tattler, Gested, Writ+fr,aned and Littl€
T€rns and both Oystercatdiers.

We wLIl be hidng a mini-tnrs. plese let leslev larow
iJ you think you wi-LL be ccnring. If l,e have tS 

-p"opf"

ttre cost wilt be only $10 mch, rnrheneas iJ we harre
8 people the cost kri_Lt be $16 per. person.

h IATERBIRD HABITAT TREE-PLANTING

Ttle tldrd public tree-planting wj-lI take place, wittt
seecial help frcrn the Schmls of the city, and open
to any rrnnber of the prblic, on lrursday, Z9rh.Ian;ary
at 9.30 m.

If you are free at. this tine and go along to he1p,
there is the boru:s of an inside look at tbe habitat'
lhich is not. yet. open Lo t}re public.

See ttrbnbensr Birdnotest' for the more urusua1 birds
seen there recently.

Notes from Gilnour Court
tle Club a copy of ttris bock,
library. Copres may be obtairred
basis frcrn Kangaroo R:ess Pty Ltd,
I'lS{ 2154 at $12.95 eadr.

MEMBERS I  B IRD NOTES

IE Diana Beal
EB Enid Beal
LB lesley Beatcn
FB Fhark Belcher
NB llarrcv Beldpr

*dch is nor+ in otn'
ur a sale or retu:r
P0 Box 75, Kentlnrst

Wedge- ta i led  Eag le ,  L ,7 ,&2 on  28 .L2 .86 ,
3 O . L 2 . 8 6 , 4 . L . 8 7  r e s p ,  G i l m o u r  C t ,  F B , N B

Y e l L o w - t a i l - e d B l a c k C o c k a t o o , 2 & 4 o n
2 7 . I 1 ,  &  1 5 . 1 2 . 8 6  r e s p ,  G i l m o u r  C t ,  F B , N B

K i n g  P a r r o t ,  L 7 . 1 2 . 8 6 ,  H u m e  S t ,  S . T ' b a ,  L R
- rs te rn  Rose l la ,  26 . I2 .86 ,  Jones  Road,
+, Withcot,t,, AS
Clamorous Reed Warbler, 26.12.86, Jones

Road, Ll i thcott ,  AS
Fuscous Honeyeater,  6.1.86, Lockyer Siding,

AS,  LB,  LR,  AK
Tawny Grassb i rd ,  7 . I .86 ,  Spr ing  Ck,LB,LR,AK
Black-shouldered Kite, adult & 2 young,

Spring Ck, LB, LR, AK
Peregrine Falcon, 7.L.86, Lions Park, south

of Toowoomba, LB, LR, AK
Koel,  one young being fed by Aust. .  Magpie-

larks, Gowrie Jct,  EB, DB, GG

Clamorous Reed-warbler, Great Cormorant,
Red Wattle-bird, Pluned l{histling-duck,

Waterbird Habitat ,  AK,LR

hle had not seen t]re Yelta+ailed Black Cod€too
for rnntln until 6 o'clock one foggy Novonber rnrning.
I r.sa.s auakened by screeches my up high in tle large
erralypt tree at ttrc back of the house. I grabbed
the binoculars, to view a large black cockatoo with
yellow nerkilgs underneath its long tail. (It really
is large Loo, rnfen yor have been used to viewing
t]rc little budr bi-rds.) It tnd a rBte and they soon
disappea.red into ttre fog.

E:<citerent again, tr'"o rceks later on anotler foggy
rorning, wtren a group of four Yellor+tajfed Black
Cmkatoos landed on tle sarre tr€e, amid lots of
conrrDtion, and left just as quidcly again
disappearing jnto the fog.

They have been seen in the Highliinds area, so co:ld
have been flytuB urcross the rmlley to High]ands.

Ttte lbdgFtail€d E^gles are back again sering oven
the va1ley in the late afternour. I r,as sr:rprised
to see three, mid nnrning or a clordy day. Because
I vas above, looking doun on ttnn, I couldnrt help
but notice t}re beauliful brolzr- rerkings across tle
top of the wings of the largest. eagle. Ttrese large
graceful birds can soar up into the heavens wittdn
mirutes, to be a black speck in the sky.

llarcy Beldren

(I r.'onder if they wene tte sare tlrree tlnt appeared
at Gor+rie Jr-rrction one day at the end of Decsnber.
These landed on tle ground not far frcm houses jn
'suburban' Gor^rie .I. Ed.)

G Gl-cria Glass
AK Ar€ela Kilnnrtirr
LR Lyn Rouan
AS Arn Stpre
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S.S S. }IOI{TII

JANIIARY is one - tle nonth in the middle of surnBn'

What is SISS? "Seasonal Species Srr-vey'''

E G R E T  B A N D I N G  A N d

The llrrter tktl^ards frust uas a recipient. of a grant.
fran tle Bird Oberrrens Glubts Alrsrafian Bird Ervirsp
Ert Flnd. Tte grant srabled tlre 'Pno3rt Fgr€t hbtdf'
to @in bandi.rrg and wing taggfutg E€rets at t}te $oft-
lard hbtland Oentre at lkt'castle ftring tlte nesLing
season of Janrary-Febnnry L986.

Sightiq reports are lpw cffIirg in frcm as far afield
at lft,pnvi-lle, south of Hobru, Peats Ridge, N$tl, and
Nafinca ltreads, lSH.

\

2 0 _ 2 2  F E B R U A R Y  \

Orr Club is taking parE again, with the fature this
year the hbterbi-rd tlabitat. Please ring Tesley
(3%%2) if you are able to help on rhe stall; otlren-
wi.se rrnke sure you rrisit.. Itts in Ule Foundasr
Pavilion at the new $rol,grounds, irt Glenvale Road.

TAGGING SCHEME

Sighttugs of birds banded in Qrcersland, separately,
at Gkttm, bboy and lhbor, have been mde at tjre
largp area, nmr I'hitland, and also aL tle Sfrrortlands
Wetlands, rnar Nqrcastle.

Tte pn:oject relies on sightings rmde by volrrrteer
obsrvers, so here i-s an area utere r.re can he1-p.
tr{hen you are ouL and about, have a long, hard look
at any of tie fotr species of Fgret. The follmring
irrfonation strculd acccrrpeny any sightings you make.

lmtiqr details.
I,frnber of Fgrets: il ccrpany or 1one.
Ibbitat type: pasLure, s!€mp nargin,

r€Ler, etc.
Oner tdrds in ccnTrrry: lhnons, Ibi-s,

Spoonbi-1J-s, etc.
Bdlavior: feeding, roostirlg, nesEing.\-/

Sig[tlngs can be noLi-fied to:
The Atrstralian Hrd Bildfug Sclrc,
rc Bo( 8, Cmrberra, ACf, ff01.

Rm tbdcinsr

Australia Day
Holiday Bird Count
The eighth Australia Day holiday
garden bird count of birds in urban
areas will take place on January 26,
1987. Facts obtained from these
counts help in our nature conservation
work.

The Wildlife Preservation Societv
of Australia is asking any interested
person in an urban area to walk
around the garden between 7 and 8 am
on the Australia Day Holiday and r
cord the kinds of birds seen, and als=-
the numbers present or flying over
during that time. If a bird cannot be
identified, a description will allow us
to make an identification.

The results should be posted to the
Wildlife Preservation Society of Aus-
tralia at Box 3428 GPO Sydney NSW
2001, together with the address and
postcode of the observer.

If you would like a c:rpy of the re-
sults of the bird coun:, send also a
stamped addressed env:,lope.

Vincent Sententy

rq * Jtlirqltltltif *-t* J$ t+Jf **lf J' F'lt't+t+l+Jtlf 'l$***#*tF*

l + *

x SIIBSCRIPTIONS arl: now due. If o
*  you havenr t  a l rea , ly  sent  your  *
t ( *

*" sub, NOI{ is the 1r-me to do i t . .  o
lf Jt*+t+S*a;+t4* *t$lf *- *+$tSl+tgt : ttS)l*tf Jt*a*J9* J(****

HOBBY & CRAFT SHOW

SECRET OF SUCCESS

Ho^ever nrudr ue migfrt regret the intro&rc.tion of that tnruanted pest,
ttp tlouse Sparrcw (hsser dcnesllcus) to this country, a detached viernp
point can see ttn reasons for their strccessful colonization of this
1and. Ttris srrcess sterls, aL leasL in parL, from their abiLity to
utilize na*-given food souces and nesting sites.

I saw a good exarple of this ability recently at Oobar (NS'fl. My car
uas parled at a service station resL arel, r,ltrile I sat at a nearby
table rrtalcing five". A Spamow alilhted on a 1og bordering the mea
in frqrt of the vetricle and prcnptly flew up and into the operLing in
tte air dan, betdnd tlre mrnben plate. It *rortly erenged with part
of an fusect in its be6k. The norsel rn:st have been plucked frcm the
radiator core.

The Sparrow then fler about thirEy rEtres to a nearby house *iene it
disappeared t]trough a hole in tlre end gable of tlre roof. Feedi4 young
ues my $ESS. The bfud tlen retrrfled to tlre car, and i-n the sare
deliberate fash.ion, repeated tte process. It vas nor^r joined by the
ottrer half of the pair vrtro also Look part in tlre harvest. Both birds
sesrEd quite deliberate in their actions of entering the ai-r dam and
arcrging witn insects.

It rnrn'lld be a reasonable assr-npLion that solerfuere along their uay
they have learned to associate that portion of a vetricle with insects.
hrfurg the ten minuEes or so that. I ratcH, they rmde eight trips
frcnr house Lo car, to hor:se. As Lhe car had been driven frcm Adebide
that day, ttre radiator r.'ould have been quite hot, so ttLls raould have
required quite deft rDvslents to plrrck tlrc insects frcm ttre core.

Ron Hookinson

BAHDEO ANO WING.TAGGED EGRETS

NORTHERN NSiW
AND
OUEENSLAND
CATTLE EGRET QUEENSLAND

CATTLE EGRET

PROJECT EGRET WATCH
SHORTLAND NSW
ALL FOUR SPECIES

RIGHT LEG
COLOURED

LEFT LEG
COLOURED
BANDS Colony colour

and number
Seaham: Pink: 9
Shortland: Blue: I

BANDS
YEAR

COLONY
L E T  I  L E U

Spsies colout
Large: Pale Green
Litt le: Orange
eattl€i Y€Hw
Plumed: Red

f'{,n
Austrrlm Bird
BandilqSd nrc
m.trl b.rdRIGHT LEG METAL RIGHT LEG METAL


