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FIELD DAY for TTFEBRUARy"

Bus departs at 7.30 am SHARP
Les ley  Bearon,  ph  32  6262

RING LESLEY and BO0K YOUR SEAT

CLUB OFF ICERS

P r e  s  i  d e n t
S e c r e  t a r  y
T r e a s u r e r
R e c o r d s  0 f f i c e r
L i  b r a r i a n
E d  i  t o r

L e s l e y  B e a t o n
A n n  S h o r e
L y n  R o w a n
A n g e l a  K i l m a r t i n
N a n c y  B e l c h e r
G l o r i a  G l a s s

P h o n e
P h o n e
P i t o n e
P h o n e
P h o  n e
D h ^ - ^
I  l l  v  t l  g

32  6262
30  3207
3s 9rL8
3B  2404
3B  4047
30  7  054

AcLivi t ies Field Day and Monthly Meeting -  4th Sunday of each month.
Gurya+art  f rom McDonnel l  & iasr car park aL i .3O am.

Camping t r ips  and f i lm ar rd  s l ide  even ings .

News le t te r  Pub l ished month ly ,  p r io r  to  the  F ie ld
shonTA be mai led  Lo  the  P.O.  Box .  Dead l ine  is  rhe

Annual SubscripLion 0rdinary Membership 910.00

I l a r r  f - n n t -  - i  l - " ' r i ,u a J  .  u u t l  L r  r  u u  L - L O n S

l a s l  d a y  o f  t h e  m o n t h .

F a m i l y  M e m b e r s h i p  $ 1 2 . 0 0
Student  Membersh ip  $  .5 .  00

Box 67 ,  DARLING HEIGHTS,  Q,  4350.Posta l  Address  P.0 .



NEW TOOWOOMBA B IRDS

249 AUSTRALIAN CRAKE (Porzana fluminea)

1 7 . 8 . 8 6 ,  S p a - I r e d a l e  R o a d ,  H e l i d o n .
Pat McConnel l ,  Michael Atzeni,  Laurie
Atzen j - ,  Ian  Kennedy.

T\^lrl birds were seen on edge of reed bed. Underparrs
slate-grey; loruer abdaren and vent black, barred
wfLite; underEail wtrite; upperparts bror,'n prcrninently
flecked r^frite and black; bilt pale green; lnse
of upper nnndlble red-orange; tail flicked regularly.

2SO COWOT SAUDpnnn Cr
i 8 . 9 . 8 6 ,  H e l i d o n  S p a .
Michael Atzeni,  Pat McConnel l ,  Lesley
Beaton .
Single bi-rd. Upperparts brovrn-olive; undeparCs
whrite with brownistr clouding on side of breasf;
fairrt wtflte eyebrow; distinct wtLite nedian wingbar
seen in fliglt; dnracteristic teetening habit
,,bscrved as i'e.l I as sliffly held wings r^tren flying.

M  I  G R A N : I S  R E T U R N

Stop pr:ess! The "Jol1ybirds" have been sigfrted again
in Withcott! ! l{elccne back to tte founden of ttre
Toor..rmrnba Bird Club, Bill Jo11y, and his family vfrro
have returned to their o1d roosting place tRingreret',

Jones Rmd, Wittrott, M.S. 224, Toovrocrnba 4352,
1fione n3269, after scnE years of vnnder-ing down
south jn TasnarLia and the A.C.T. They are looking
forvard to renewing o1d friendstrips and to naking
new ones of the huran and featlrened varieties. Thenets
no habi-tat Like sunny Qreensland, it seens!

Ann Shore
ii +i -)(. -)+ )+ -)s -)t Jt i.. i! ,'t tE )t ti Je {- J+ vr JE x- Ji .}$ -)t :'.- is r! {- *- x i- l$ -)i +r J(-

. .  S U B S C R I P T I O N S  a r e  o v e r d u e .  :
- ) i  I f  y o u  a r e n , t  a l r e a d y  F U L L y  ;

i i  P A I D - U P ,  p l e a s e  r e n e w  N O l ^ t .  : :
*  S e e  f r o n t  p a g e  f o r  r a t e s  - ) r

_ , ,  o . d  C l u b  a d d r e s s -  
;

;i -)t -)t y,- {- il:"r ri- .ti i( X- i( J(- JS {- -)i r? ..: {- {- * y^- da _X f,_ {- *- as X- rq *- Jt {- *

W A T E R B I R D  H A B I T A T

It is difficult to believe that it is only a year
until the official operLing of the Bicentennial Water_
bird ibbitat. I"frrch has been done, but there is sti_]-l
a gr@L deal to do.

About 1500 trees and strubs have been planted bv
citizens of Toowmnrba. lknbers of the Councll parks
and Recreation departnent have vratered tlre trees
regularly so ttrat there have been very few losses.

The tuo obser',ration decks on Aberdeen Street ar(:)
nearilg conplelion and will soon be open to the public
l"leanwtr-Lle, the Habitat itself wjli rsnairr closed.
This is to allow the birds tine to recognise the
area as a havel, without tlre presence oi dogs or
hurans.

So far, nearly all the birds seen in the forner srnranpy
area prior to the reconstruction have retu-ned to

rhe tlabitat, with a ntmrber of them breediag -
raLasian ftebe, I'hEd lbck, Black I):dc,
Ci-sticola, 41d Clznrlurs Reed{6rb1en.

Birds that have reven been recorded tlrere by our
CLub are also nornr being sigfrted, €g, ftred. Corrcrant,
Phred llftisthng.duck, Blackr,.ringed Stjlt, Black-
fTqrt€d Ptor,€r and Si.lven Gull to nare a few. Gre

can already envisage ttre nnrry hours of enjoynnnt
our rsnbers will have birding at ttr-is nagnificent
spot.

As i nenLioned before, there is sLlll more to be
done, sudr as prorrision of a paLh, picrric furniLr"re,
interrnl, fencing and hides. So far, fimds have cone
frsn the Toor*cornba City Council and the Australian
BtcentenrLial Cormittee.

The pubLic appeal is belry launclred this nonth, ca[irg
on Tmrmonrba citizens to support their bicentennial
project and ensure its conplete success. The appeal
ccxrnittee is giving a sticker of a Straur-rrecked lbis
(tlre snblern of ttre Habitat) to those that. donate
betr.reen $1 and $25, wtr-i-le those r.'rtro give oven $25
wj-Lt be given a certificate as uel1.

Our Bfrd Club hopes to raise enough roney to provide
one hlde with an infonmtion bmrd to help vier,'aens
identify scne of the rncre comnnly seen birds. -.+./
orden to do this rne have to raise fiDney, and ue are
crl]ing on al'l gtII. rFrnbers to he1p. Plans are being
made to put on a Brstr=dare to ralse funds.

But. ue need dsrations tqo. ltJ|lateven else 'nre do,
if the Bird Club consisti of genuine bj-rd lovens
and r,ratchers, tlren ue rn:st support ttris project.
Hobbies cost rnney. Pretend you are buyjag a new
lens for your carrera, or a new widget for your gadget!
Give a generous donaLion so that our Cl-ub can srpporL
tlds project in the nEnner it deserves.

Send your donalion to our Treasuren, ll0rl!
l,esley Beaton, PresjdenL

M E M B E R S '  B I R D  N O T E S

Leaden F lyca tcher ,  6 . I .87 ,  Lockyer  Sdg,  AS
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, 30. I .87, Shore-

lands ,  Wi thco- ,L ,  AS
Eastern  Rose l la ,  22 .72 .86  and regu la r ly  !v

s ince ,  R ingmere ,  \ { i thco t t ,  WJ,EJ
Hors f ie ld rs  Bronze-cuckoo,  26 . I2 .86 ,  R ing-

mere ,  Id i t -hco t t ,  WJ,EJ ,0J
h lh is t l ing  K i te ,  22 .12 .86 ,  R ingmere ,' W i t h c o t t ,  

W J , E J
C i c a d a b i r d  ( 2 ) ,  1 1 .  I . 8 7 ,  R i n g m e r e ,

Wi thco t t .  EJ
Pluned Whist. l ing-duck (I2) ,  in residence,

Jan,  87 ,  R ingmere  ,  l . / i thco t t  ,  WJ,  EJ
E, I  E i . leen  Jo l1v  l . {J  B i l l  Jo11y
0.i Oisen .io i 1 v ,,i.: Anri Shore

QIItrZZICAL'S QUIZ and your BEST BIRD
TREE aren ' t  appear ing  in  th is  i ssue,  due
par t l y  to  lack  o f  space !  So there  is
s t i l1  t ime fo r  knowledgeab le  (and guess-
ab le )  b i rdos  to  send in  the i r  answers
to  .Tanuary 's  qu tz .  And what  about  your
b e s t  b i r d  t r e e ?  ( S e e  D e c e m b e r ' s  i s s u e .  )
Ar t i c les  on  th is  and o ther  b i rd  sub iec ts
a r e  r e q u e s t e d .



UB OUTING 25  JANUARY 7987

TtE fi-rst Bird{alk for the year was ue1l attended
with thirEeen nsnbens - a 1itt1e unexpected because
of tlre hot, dry weathen. Alisur and larce Box rnene
welcared to their first. birdruatdring outing.

At Jubilee Park, sorE nsnbers hrere intenested jn
finding ouL abotrL the kidge Street entrance to
Redwmd Pak, as r"ell as tlnt of Jubilee.

Jubilee Park prodtaed tlxe birds of the day - R#
bacled l&ren, hlotln Grlcoo{ove and Sprgled D.cnp.

As nunbens of birds were low, be bert. gn to Picnic
Point, vfrrcne, aparE. frcm the usual birds seen ttrcne,
nnst renrbers had gmd viehls of both of our Tmr^rocrnba
kdalotes.

Jane and Argela firrisircd tlre day at tle l4laterbird
Flabitat, wtrene r,-e had good vieus of tlre CLmrcus
Reed-,arbler.

Arrgela Kilmrtin

At Jubilee Park & Picnic Point: 21 species
At Watenbjrd Habitat: 10 species. Total 31 species.
Ttre fu11 species list is held by the Records Officer.
- \ S T  

F O O D !

\6ifu he uere travelling r,rest of Dalby the other
dry, our car disturbed a sm11 f,Iock of Sulphur_
crested Cockatoos feediry by the side of the road.

One of them packed his lunch before taking off on
his fliEht - he carried off in his claws a fu11
stnrflol'en head with about $irty centinetres of
stalk !

T H E  J O K E  I  S  O N  U S Di€na Beal

There's not nudr to laugfr at in politics or colls€f,v-
ation, but scnetines it sesrs tlrat the most hwnrous
fact to elerge frcm ttre conservation battle is that
nature has bestolred on us ernug! intelligence to
invent tectrrology but has wittttpld the bit extra
rre need to develop a socio-political systen that
wi-ll apply our tecinology in such a my that r.e wjIL
not need to destrov orr environrrent to satisfy our

terial needs.

After all, r'e have fisd s6sial systsns ("tnt strle
fondly call civilizalion) since long before lue had
tectrrology, yet our technological developrent has
outstripped our developrent of a workable systsn
of survival, as a race, wiLhout destroying our Cood
Green EarLtr.

One sad aspect of the sort of political titifting
tlat is leading us to the big crisis of racial survival
is errident in the quotation attributed to Sir Robert
Sparkes (State President of tte National P*y).
Wren predicting that the Federal Goverment intended
to ncrnirate our State's ralnforest for World Henitage
Listing, Sir Robert. is reported to have said, "Qteens-
land wilt be a certain target because of its policies
of developrent and consenvation against
those wtro believe every tree is sole sort of sacred
ecological site.tt

Read that quotation egFin, for it nust be one of
the sorriest things to appear Jn print over the rec.ent
holiday period.

Rainforest is quite sinrp,ly irreplacsafls. There
can be no "developrenttt (in Si_r Robert's jnter-
pretation) of rainforesL. With all orr tecirrological
advances raie cannot. propagate rainforest. It i-s not
a rerpvable resource. hle can plant pine plantations
for harvest 1aLen, then r:eplant_ them. If r,,e apply
ourselves r€ can replace the Ercalypt forests l{e
destroy, althougfr of course, thls would requlre unny
years. But !€ are quite unable to dupLicare tle
conditions wtrich give rise to ralnforesc.

Scienti-fic evidence nor,y seerrs to indicate tlrat tlre
Erralypt and Acacia bush wlLldr ue al1 assrcjate with
Aust::alia my have sprung frsn rainforest, and ther+
fore rahforest is the precursor of orr Australian
biota. Rainforest is our ridrest storehouse of olant
and aninal cffrn'rrdties. Havenrt you ualkd thtough
r:aidorest and experienced t}le feeling ttnt you r,ene
scfiEttohr in t}l3 midst of pri:rordial? I
knor^r I have, and I suggest tlrat any sensitive birder
has.

Yet in otr bunbling system of nnnagerent, the pouen
to destroy srh a priceless, prineval her-itage has
descended irrto the hands of politicians such as Sir
Robenf Sparkes. With thei-r irnbitity to see beyond
the next election, such people allor,y bulldozers into
Cape Thibulation for roads, or other tracts of rain-
forest for timber, or land clearing for agriculture.

In fact, vri-ren dealirrg with rairrforest, EVERY TREE
IS A SACBED ECOLOGIQAL SITE. But-*e-litrre------
people @only with venEical
strokes tlroqh the last tuo letters, uiIL dqstrov
it, i-f we al1ow thern.

IVtnt good is it for nen to rvalk on the noon, wtrcn
in the foreseeable future, rre wil_1 not rnaLk on the
earth? Ron Hookirson

HOBBY &  CRAFT SHO T 20 -22  FEB
fhis is at tlre rew Toor.vocrnba Shougrounds in Glenvale
Red. Our CXub is taking pa.rt again, conbining with
the Toor,'aomba Field Naturalists CIub and Greeruarch
in prcnoting the Waterbird Habitat.

ff you can help man our part of the stall, please
arrdnge a Line by phoning lesley (32 6262). Otherwise.
be sure to risit-!

wri:_P_LI_E_E__r_"_g_h_e__L[cl_B_N.t;_

flor'even, thls is nol so. I, as a lucerne hay_naker,
aTl contjnually astounded a[ the qwrntily anrl variet-y
of wildlife wtr-ich ererges as I ririve round a.,cl rou,i
cutting the crop.
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r;r rVrng, a Lrailor r0und and round in ever-decrezrsiqg
clrcl-es; can be a very bori4 job. ilut the need t-o
look out for grnll arrfuals does add sorp interest
t.o Llre task. Often the top of the crop waving in
I rr-rnL ol t}e culler is tJe only indication of an
iurirnl's lning present and in danger. Yotng anirmls
irc: especially at risk. A sighti4 of a rnrrgrent
corrld nean quail, hares, drrcl'*s or busttlarks. A little
,::zrre on ttrc parr of the tracLor driver by slowing
down aL Lhe appropriate nrnent can save thp Lives
of Lhx-.se young aninals.

Y<mg hares are esg:cially in dangen for they Lend
Lo freze rattrer tlran nn. Ihres are precocious

;ni-nals, unlilce rabbits; tle young are born under
a brrsh virlually 

'"ready 
Lo [p". Rabbits, on t]e

otbi4and, are 
-born 

pinl< and helpless antl as r+ell-

concealed as pnssible in btrror*s. Baby lrares' are
l-reautifrrl anfurnls, penfect milriatures. A Liny hare,
ir.s bic a-s a Lea{up, will si-t shiivering in your hand
i-LS you carry it Lo vrfet.y aL Lhe edge of Lhe crop.

ljirrging bushlarlcs also Lend t-o freze bul .ts tjre
rlurger clraws ncarer r"ill fly up irr a fluLLe'rv. ra$ter
inef f.icient-Looking lranner, before dropping dou'n
again a shorl distancc arfly.

Srnl:es are corrrDr] inhabitants of lucerne crcps anrl
lvrve Lhe ratler unfortunate habit of sriddntl lheir:
hands up in Lhe air r"fr-ile keeprng Ureir bodjes still.
'ilre 

Lractor ckiver lras lilLle chance of seeing thsn
t-o avoid thon and r-suallv only becores ar,nre of tlreir
presence on the nexL Line around utren tfie slowly
fl ickering body vritJr a tr'o-inch seclion of neaLly
seve,red head next Lo it comts into vierv.

l',lack dtck often nest in .lu:erne cro;s ancl intleed
c,an nesL in croJis a surpr.isilg cListarce frcm vater,
i ali'ays cut- around Lhe seclion wtrere Lhe nest is
anrl leave that irre;t trnciisLrrrbed. It does ltol -1,^

any' good, hor.rever, as any such nests [13v6v 1l9v65- r'i'r

ccnil? Lo srccessf u1 fruition. Eveny [ire t-irc i'1i::
are found, uslurlly LlnL sane night, by er fr:x. 'llre

bush-craft of Lhe fox is Lo lle ad'nired.

iroxes, too. re4-r1.ar1y eflarge frcm lucernc. irsrially

ilrere j-s no indicaLion r,i. Lheir prcsence unl j I the
crop ilrs been cul righ[ Lo L]rc very centre. lhen
t lro { ̂ x '.4 I I crner:.f .p4 ov1.-f .r!e err,:}\, i tt r f 11cir nf
r  i l  '  ,  t l 6 '  r t q : ; t r es . J  ( r \ ' : ' i

Alter Lhe crrlter has passed and l-he cul lucerne j.s
ttrrovn out behjnd the rmdrirre in a windrow. anothen
group of birds smn gather.

l4agpies, those most successful birfu in contemporary
Australia, arrive to peer qtzzically annng the cut-
stsrs for jlsects and srn11 arinEls thus exposeri"
In one of our paddocks a family appeared regularly
to feed, and one of the young \das a beautiful rusty-
auburn colour rather thran the more usual lipht and
nnttled grey.

Torresian cro'rs often appear in very large mrnbers.
They f1y around after the tractor hstmd of settling
jr one area as do the nagpim. I have counted up
to 40 crous at one tjne wtreeling and squabbling,
all wantilg to be fjrst to an unfortr-rrate snake or
hare.

(hr:<: ltle ilaclor has ief-t the' padrlcr-k, the lbskidI
Lap*rrtgs appear. A parr regularly arrive to examine r
the paddock just as I am driving ar,ray hone. t

lhe hay takes about 4 days to clre and js baled and
carted a-uay. Irrj-gation pipes are then set out and
irrigation takes place over the next five to eight
days. A new set of birds arrive to feed as the
irrigation narches steadiJ.y across the paddock,
lmvjng lovely \iet areas teaming with jrcect h_fe.

Straw-necked Ibis (up to 30 in mrnber) and Sacred
Ibis (usua11y 5 to i0 birds) arrive and feed as a
cohesive group. The gror-nd where they have been
feeding is a nass of pock-narks r,,4rere they have prLshed
thejr bills i-rrto the ground to feed.

A single stately tr{hite-faced }leron often stands aloof
vatchirg the army of ibis.

Ecllldnas love to fossick in lucerne rn,tr1ch has been
gazd and has plenty of hard coi.{pats in it. They
flip the cou/pats up to get at ants and larvae under-
neath, and in doilg so, do farners a great service,
for thr-Ls lmsenilg of the co\,,rpat frcrn its adherence
to the ground allor,vs the plants to shoot, r,vtrere other-
wise they would have been defeated by the hard-stuck
covpal.
I,rlhile evidence of ectr-idrns' presence is often ve-y
obvious, they are se1dom seen by the lucerne cutter
ers they prefer du11 fuys or dusk to ccre out to
fossick, and it j.s a brave (o. foolish) hnyTnker
wtro ignores the o1d adage - 'T,bke hay r^frile the sr.n
shiles" I

Diana llr.rir l
FUTURE OUTINq  DATES
March 28-29 Camp-out at Lake Broadwater

near Dalby
Toowoomba reg ion
Cooby Creek  and Dam
Ma Ma Creek

' '  FEBRUARY ' '  WADER OUTI  NG
T h e  d a t e  i s  M A R C H  l s t

See January 's  news le t te r  fo r  de ta i l s  o f
what  b i rds  we hope (expec t?)  to  see

As we are hi"r ing a Mini-bus, i t  is important
that you B00K YOUR SEAT on i t ,  as earlv
as  poss ib le .  R ing  Les ley  to  do  th i -s .

Rod Hobson,  one o f  our  C lub  members ,  w i l l
be our guide and mentor.  He says some
of the good haunts around the Wynnum and
Thorns ide  areas  cou ld  Droduce the  bes t
w a d e r s .

LAKE BROADhTATER CAMP-0UT - March 28-29

fhe lake Broadvrater Natural llistory Association is
t.rrgarrising the Cary<ut at the lake, and has jnvited

nembens of our C1ub, along with other clubs with
similar ilterests, to take ,tarf.

Scre canpsites have been resenved for our fiEnbers,
and we can ej-ther camp for the weekend, or go for
the day on the Sunday, wh-ich coilcides with National
Parks Day. The Ranger's house is the place to neet.
Further details in ttre }hrch Newsletter.

April 26
llay 24
,Jun<,  2B


