
trxlwoomb bird club

"To  encou rage  the  obse rva t i on  and  s tudy  o f  b i r ds  o f  t he  Toowoomba  a rea . , ,

NEWSLETTER No .  135 H A R C H  1 9 8 7

F I E L D  O U T I N G  f o r  M A R C H

Date :
P lace :
Assembly
Time:

Po in t :

H i s to ry

Saturday-Sunday, March Zg-29
Lake Broadwater ,  sou th  o f  Da lbv
Ranger 's  House a t  the  Lake
Organised programme by Natural

Associat ion begins at 10 am Saturdav
Lesley Beaton

See further detai ls on page 4

Our

P r e s i d e n t
S e c  r e t a r y
T r  e a s  u r e r
R e c o r d s  0 f f i c e r
L i  b r a r i a n
E d i t o r

CLUB OFF ICERS

L e s l e y  B e a r o n  P h o n e  3 2  6 2 6 2
A n n  S h o r e  P h o n e  3 0  3 2 0 7
L y n  R o w a n  P h o n e  3 5  g l l B
A n g e l a  K i l m a r t i n  P h o n e  3 B  2 4 0 4  .
N a n c y  B e l c h e r  P h o n e  3 8  4 0 4 7
G l o r i a  G l a s s  P h o n e  3 0  7 O S 4

Activ i t ies Field Day and Monrhly MeeLing - 4th Sunday of each monrh.
U"r l11y-a;part  f rom McDonnel l  & iasr car park aE 7.30 am.
Camping t . r ips  and f i lm and s l ide  even ings .

News lq tFer  Pub l ished monthry ,  p r io r  ro  the  F ie ld  Day.  con t r ibu t ions
shou ld  be  mai led  to  the  P.0 .  Box .  Dead l ine  is  rhe  las t  day  o f  rhe  monrh .

Annual Subscript , ion Ordinary Membership g10.00
Fami ly  Membersh ip  912.00
Student  Membersh ip  $  5 .00

Posta l  Address  P.0 . Box  67 ,  DARLING HEIGHTS,  Q,  4350.



NETJ TOOI{OOHBA BIRDS

25I RED-{APPED PLOYER
(  Charadr ius  ru f  i cap i l lus  \

2 0 . 9 . 8 6 ,  H o o d ' s  L a g o o n ,  H e l i d o n .
Lesley Beaton, John Bal l

A pair sen rreEing at tle raterrs edge frcm a
distarre, tley rere very pale and rurh =tratter. 6p11
the ncre cortrDn Blackjronced plovc. ft closen
e:cmination, tle pale bro^,n back and n-rfqrs_red crwm
m tle male rcre clearly vid.ble. A hlack li-re rcnt
tlrflgh tle eye and conlinr:ed dorn orto tle stpulder,
eparating the Ffe brcnn frcrn the pre r"tdte brcasE,
abdosr ard flanks. the fsrale rcs paler, r.rith no
rufors. IlEy stay€d arrcund larg enolgh to be een
by abotrc forr'r*t'sE

252 G'ULI,-BIIIED TERN (Gelochelidon nilotica

2 9 . 1 2 . 8 6 ,  H o o d ' s  L a g o o n ,  H e l i d o n .
Michae l  A tzen i ,  Pa t  McConne l l .

Single bird. large, gereralty hhite tern with pale
grey wings; fult black cap exterdir€ t6 fill; stout
btack bilt.

253 SPOTTED NIGHTJAR (Caprimulgus guttatus)

t tR ingmere "  
,  Jones  Road  ,  \ ' J i t hco t t .

EJ Ei leen Jol ly
0J Owen Jol1y
WJ Bi l l  Jol lv

Q U I Z Z I C A L ' S  Q U I Z  t { o . 7

htat is tlE prirEj.pal Ethod of amrk of each of
tle following irr€Civwqs birds?

P = Fu.rrirg, dornads crrto i-nsecLs
PR = Pr,ohire/pqising
GL = Glearirg - roving groud litter ard soiJ- arey

wi& beak ard feet to elpre insects
S = Sddriqg frun distarre trp to 2 feet aray,

usnlly aL iffects aborc tlE bi-rd
H = lhrJcir€ - catching ffyhg insects

PR GL
0rkm

[*lite's Ttrush
ktd

Superb Fairy-+'ren
Rrt'ous Fantail

ycatder
C'rey Fanrei 1
RGe Robin
Austra]_ian
Gold€n lvtr-istler
Eastern Yellow Robin
Fastem l&ipbird
Spotted Fardal6ls
Varied Sittpl ]a
Sryerb Lyrebird

In April's l,lercletter percentages of ech nettod
obenred in one resrch project wil-l be gue"t.
hrt try yorself qrt before tlen. Ard spare a thanght
for yo.r Frlitor vlin had to keep ansael-ir€ Lnri 1 slrc
8ot thsn all right!

H Y  B E S T  B I R D  T R E E

l'fy best bird tree lasc nonth was not, ur you r#i
suppo6e, a beauriful flcner-iry tree with specracular
blocns, b:znng bees ard myriad hcneyeaters. It
uas a ratler drr.ll, solerrrlookiry lo.rra.irs (kachy-
clLitm poplreus).

It res a bl-isteringly hot day. Ttre sun blazed dor.n
and rrct a wisp of nind stfured ttre leave of tle
lorralng '"fiich rse a tatty greerrhor,n as tle drotgl^E
had held the cor:ntry in its clar,s for *rreral nrrtlrs.

f rcnt ovs to tle hrrra.irng - tlE lore tree in a
Fddak of bare brorn earth. It exploded \{it}r
cacot'nrous squarks and scraeclres.

fut fle!/ squadrurs of various bird species - first
tie grey ard pink Celatrs, tlrr th_. OrrrarcnSs. Tte
lbgdes folloued and tlen rte l@tslsks. TUD
Blackdruldered Kites eccnpanied the last of tln
exodus - a wing of Zeka Firntes.

D iana Bea l

JB John Ball
LB Lesley Beaton

S7 n i f r  Jo l1y ,  E i l een  Jo l lY

hs-iprcicn: Betreen a Dollarbird and Calah in overall
size, but typical lcng-winged nightJar outlire-
No id€ntiJfirg ctlours or patterns otler than a rfiite
ptrh on each wi-rg.

Betarrinr: Appeared at tree-top hefdtt at dusk
(7.f5 fn), apparentJ.y l-Evking. l\ris-rirg in fligttt
and naking suddsr dranges in direction. Renairred
jl view for cnly 15-20 econds. I*hde nc scxLnd.

lhhitat: The bi-rd care frcm fi$ily rinbered courtry'
nnstly grey guns, spotted gws ard ironbark, into
an area of nattre native tree-s srrrornding, a dan.

Orrditicns of obsnatian: Drdc; dark belcry tree-
top height, but a liglrt backgromd above. TtE bird
appeared at a di-stance of approxirmtely 30 rEtres'
above the trees, and cled to about 15 rEtres-
I.b binoculars r'se used.

Relat€d eryerierre: l'b have recorded lf,rite-tlrmted
Ni$tiil's (C. mystaalis) on this property in tle
past. Both oberrrers are fanlliar with everal otler
ni$t-}rr spec.ies, in Australia and overseas-

Key to id#ificaticn: The bird res dearly a nightjar
in size, stnpe and habit. Tte only Australjan nidtt-
jars with light uring Ptcles are:
(a) tle ltritetailed ltiCttjtr (C. nrc,rtu'trs), r,Jtddl
a.orpies a quite di-fferent habitar, des rpt ccur
suth of Gin Gin, and SEv/s wtrite in t]e tail; and
(b) tfe S@ted ltidttir, htflch is at t]E east€rn
end of its range in this area.

H E H B E R S  I  B I R D  N O T E S

Red-necked Avocet  (4 ) ,  8 .2 .87 ,  He l idon Spa
a n d  ( 3 G r )  2 2 . 2 . 8 7 ,  H o o d ' s  L a g o o n ,  L B ,  J B

Cor rmon Sandp iper ,  15 .  2 .87  ,  He l idon Spa,  LB
l , a t h a n ' s  S n i p e  ( 5 ) ,  2 2 . 2 . 8 7 ,  H e l i d o n  S p a ,

L B ,  J B
B r o v n  F a l c o n ,  2 2 . 2 . 8 7 ,  H o o d ' s  L a g o o n ,  L B

Brush Turkey ,  ! -2 .87 ,  Redwood park  EJ ,OJ.
Col lared Sparrovhavk, 18.2.87, Ringmer.

Jones Road, hr i thcoEt,  EJ, WJ (Ini i ia lr
in ,hot pursuiE of a Comrnon Mvnah)

Red-necked Avocet.  (4),  Hel idon Sp.,  EJ,0J, l {J
and (4O)  26 .2 .87 ,  He l idon Spa,  EJ ,  WJ



I { H A T  I S  T H I S  B I R D  ?

many t imes!

But where does i t  nest? Not on
Australian shores Read on

f t a. log.ri.l Pigo

I { Y  F A V O U R  I T E  T R E E

Tfere are Xodcahrras laqhing in tt€ Ncnfolk Island pine
lvtrere yesterday fouu- Magdes perched to silg.
ArDtlEr day, tte krcts ccse to sqrnk ard fly up there,
/s in tle branclles upside down tlny s^,ing.

- In autuurr, it's tle Blrcirys \.tn find a brarrh so ldgh
ft khich to sit just nnking tleir sad c"il.
I tatk to tlsn to cteer tlun r4r, m di.slal tley all mund,
irftrile a] 1 abcut ne autr,nn leares do faIL.

And scnefines cn the very top a hrtchshird wi_LL sit,
And filt tle air with notes s F;re and clear.
ih3 ecxg utiri-l-L ccre, rritjr rarcous cells;

t ley aran't allee.6 to stay,
Or Ofiarrcrgs, hho FL[l srBll bi-rds with fear.

hstead r€ see mre hr$r bi_rds - tlE ku{l and Stripa
Sq _edgrs and, just orce, ttre Ea*ern SgirebdX
the l.itrlc and, in spring, the Ncisy ki.rhirds, tlx
qryTb Eairy-rrren, tlE ltrite-ttnmted Gerygore an<
the Scaly-trea*ed tcrlleets are corrrf,n rri-sitois mw.
At pa'esent, *en Witlrott, at the foot of the Range,
lmks nnre Like a dese-rt, ever rDre of ttre bush b;d
are ccnirg into tte gardor, searchjng fcr jrsects,
etc, anrng tle *rrubs and vatened plants which provide
Little css of greerEry. Ve-y early in tl€ *.riirlg,
I regularly hear tlre lsjn's tbrei,eater; at other
tinEs se Little parEies of Du:hie_brred Fjrrtee
and twice recently a pair of ttrite_tl-nwred Scruhrerc
rcre hrsy in a thicket as I gardered nearbv.

g-T"f,:lT,:,,TI^:T1: *-* to rest awtliLe, p,evc, nrer of alt iE is rle Fairy-+cerrs v/hich rSore tlat r.e lqroe and otlers are quite rer^,.

T"y =it and dr-irp, tlren tley're auay;
Ihey call b oy, '\^le'r€ arly psshg rlrrough".

lte Sgncns and tle ttrepcers perch m.ch loer dor"n,
The tree has grorn Lm fLigh for ne to neas-u-e,

for t^sty nnrsels, or pau- ar.hile to preen or singhrt, every day sre birds wilt ccne and sit to view t6e trr',, 
tot tasEy fiDrsels' or pau- autrile to preen or sing

This tree has p-ven a] I ef us mrh pleasrre. a nErry tril-ing $n8. Tfnse mrEs of quiet obsv]This tree has given all ef us mrh pleasure.

Elaine Box 
aticns rrnke bird_+atd,ilg a rever_sdirg pi*r*..

(Fdigel'5 rol--e: EfajrE mys tlat rh-is trce t€s-pi"€rl Ann Shore
to her by her son uien he r+as little, and sie r.,rote

t.i€s verss for his children, Steven, 7 years. ard ryECTACULAR l9B7
and AmEtte' 5 1rears' ) 1= thene of ttE stard cur club shared with fteerrLhtch ard tle Tor"wrba Fleld l\b.'.alists CLub ,.€js

CHAI {GES aT  "SHORELANDS" ,  WITHCOTTCHAI{GES at "SHORELANDS", I{ITHCOTT ttE-fird-rai-sir'g appeal for t}e Bi-eterrriar rbterhinl
Hahird.

In a smll area tlnt. rDE s lcng ago rcs mscly opa-r
farnfutS coLncry hrE i-s row ueccmirg clely seEtled F 

d*ot"t ccrsi,sted of a very largB mu:a1 of the
wiEh garden plants, dtrubs and yo,ng tr=o, *i"y .rrrg"" fhbitat, hand-drar*r ad pajrted by lor'nteers frcrn
are takifl8 plme king:ing an ircrease in rectar-beri-ig $E souPs, to8€tte wiEh ten rq,rd ccntai,'ilg appro-
florss and inscts of all srts, ard also a ctrange i; ff- -g*ff.":. 

plus btc; p*t*" '-d gers-al
tle bird poprJatimr. 

- intoruatian relating to tlp Habitai.

A}reE gcne are tte PiPrits and fu*rLaks, the Zeha lffit 
of the tlree clubs hene on hard to explain

Flrdps and tle lbdcd Laenir€l. Stra+oedcd lhis and prcnote Ehe thbitat and to appeal to tte public
and krc are seen but eldcn-or crily uft* * I=; for 

funas to_ ccrylete 
.tle develoF; includirg ccn-Iad gmd rairs. q:" I rylce sadly-the absre of TTlT.,of 

tf 
. ptfrvavs, ri= f""dirg plarform,

the orrce comrn Brad<-duddaed Kites and Austrarkl po-cn-ic tables urd hif, etc. rr.-. g"r"g doration-sKe*els' of $1 or rDre hse Fven a *icker aeiictirre the rbis



Iogo, ard ttrc givirS $25 wi1l receive a certjficate 4
sigrEd by t}re l'laycr. Ap4roxi-mtely $650 rcs raied
over tlE k€ekend. l'trh hterest res strovn in cn-r

of n*apaper orttings cn t}e llabitaE collected
orrer the years.

Ann Shore

As yor l<rnw cnr Bird CXub is eliciEjry dcrnticns
torsrds our CXr:b's specific grtc to tlE HabitaE.
Tle suggesticn is tlat crn csrFibutj-cn be ued to
provide idmtificacicn diagrars of rmny of tte birds
of tl€ Habitat. Or Tleasner Lyn Roan =ys rc tave
recei\€d $1@ s fur for this. &litor

A l lS t tERS to  QUIZZ ICALTS QUIZ  No '6

Re+plis the ftiz in Jarruary-'s i'ietnletter cn

fcriiagirg befnvio,r? You ray not have slt jn

ycnlr- ansr€s, tnrE pcinps you had a -shot at tlE

qr-eutict". Hse are tte ansrss. Did yot get

tlun rearly atl riSht?

hirds my fcragg cn ttre grcurd (G), on tln bark of
tree urnil<s (Bt), sr tle bark of brardes (BB), on
looe hang:iry bark of Fucalypts (H.) erurg tle leaves
and twigs (L), arrrg flor.ers (F), arug red capsules
(c), or in tle air (A).

V'lhrere rorld you expect. to find the follo^'ing birG
fu-agfu€ for the feater proportion of tle rine?

lrfrrite-tlu:mted Tbee-<reepen BI
Gang€ang Cockatm C
Btrck-ftred Arkoo-stu-ike L
Eascsn SpinebjJ_l F
Dr-sky t+l.I---Js:'ej-ls* A
l,rhite-€red lloneymter BL
Cbested $u-jlce_rit E[,
LfLib{raped lbneyeater L
Yellc*.frced lhreyeater L

CHRISTT{AS ISLAND NATIOIIAL PAR(

f*rite-tail,ed and kd-tciLed U,otricm-rOs rtd &Pnlibddi,es, as rell as by mire urtlee.

Tkis tiny (T x 20 lsn) Auscralian territory in rtre
Irdia4 Ocean murh of Java has el.errul €nddic heedirg
Hrds. There is great potential fcn developmrt
of a to.rrist fudustry rnt cnly for 'greerries' hJt
for otls tcr.rj.sts interesEed in beauti-fuI seruy.

The territory itsetf its rrrlqtre avian
fatra with scne of its staups, copies of ritrich Kev
KiLmrtin has kindly lern us.

123- Ch. istmrs l ! land F.batobird

DIARY 0F BIRD EVEilTS This RAOU publication
@ r y  A n n ,  d e t a i l s  b i r d -
w a t c h i n g  e v e n t s  e l s e w h e r e  i n  A u s t r a l  i a .
I f  y o u  a r e  g o i n g  o n  a  h o l i d a y ,  c h e c k _ _ , , - t h
A n n  t o  s e e  w h i c h  o u t i n g s  y o u  c a n  j o i n .  

-

C A M P O U T  -  M A R C H  2 8 _ 2 9

TtE Lake Brmduater l'lattu-al llistory Association ha
sent us a copy of tlp-ir orogrzrrTrn-o for the Nariona
Parks hy l9B7 at tle Lrke.

0-r Toorocrnba Hrd CXub lrerbers nay go for -u-e \€eksh!
- r^e l-nve canpsiteq reserved - or for any part. Th
official prograrTne is listed below, bra of cor-rrs(
r"e erre free to g9 off on birding jau,ts as r*e w-ish.

Sattrdav, I'hrch 28
10 am to 12 f.ielccne arrivals, register, etc.
12 to 1 gn tilrntr
i.X gn Pak ircpeclicn, including walks
5.X - 6.X Barbecue at carp arca
7 pn - B.X At lbll aE recrealion area

Slides of I'lational Farks of S.Inland ^-'

Tal& on Aborigirnfs of lake hoad'"a.te.*'
Slides of Lake Broad^ater Park developreat
SLides and talk cn reptil-es of tfe area

B.X pn Spoilighting viti hrk Rangc Vic t&od
Sundav 29 Mardr
6 a n Birdatchirrq activitv
9.I an l"betfug of lhtu:al llistory Assc, llaLioral

Parks AssG and I'ht. Parks & lrlildliJe Senv.
to disclss rctivities of 1S6 end pnroposal:
for 1987. AIt relccne, at Lte [bJ1.

12 nmn Official operring of Carping Goud.

lJtat to take: tbod (or dnp in lulby), drfukiry r€t€r,
i-nsect repelJant, drairs, carpirg gear, etc.

Ring lesley (3%%2) iJ you have firrt]er qtreries.

F U T U R E  O U T I N G  D A T E S

Q-imsr Rmella C
Red l^httlebird F
C'rey Fanr"i t A
Satfu Flycarcler A
Puxe Rt;birr i,
Varied Sitelta m
Colden l,vtLisfler L
Silvereye L
ft-rforLs ltListl,er L

L e t , t e r  f r o m  p r i m e  l { i n i s t e r

Rersnber abcnrt tro years agp, otr Club ard nany of
cur ngtbers wrote to tlle Prine Ftirriste:r and to the
DirecLcrr of tle Aus.tral_ian I'latitrn.l hnks and l,fildtife
Service, not only supporcing tln propml to extend
the I'htional hrk cn Cfr-isgras Tsland, hrt a'lso astang
tlnt other significant arms be iffLuded in tle Fark.

Ttese other areas ircluded tfe brneeaing habitat of a
rare bird, tne Gri,s@s Tq'trrt Fhigdehild (of vhi.ch
ttse aqE abort 1@ paixs), ard also an ai:ea of
raied fresh*ater fiEngroves r'tere the erderic ctri-ms
IsL{d Fhdt Fet has it,s rmjr breeding sit€s.

Orr Club's Ccrrssvatisr Ccrnrittee has conrinrcd
r{riting to ttE Ccrmunealth gpverilFlt cn this rmEter,
and nor Argda has received tlE ki.re |tini-ster's
TsTrce that tlE flrsphate rdrring will rpt be gorrg
atrmd with fix-tler derrelopnC r,ten tleir pre*r;
sites are e*attsted. Frrtler, tlat the ltinister
for lirritories is at presrt cons'ids-ilg the possible
establishrent of a sientific research centre m
Ctrisums Islard.

The exterded Prk areas irr.lrrde r€stil8 grourds usd
by fted Fhiptebirds, hd-focted ad kurr B6hies.

Apr i I  26
Muy  24
J u n e  1 6

T o o w o o m b a  r  e g  i o n
C o o b y  C r e e k  a n d  D a m
M a  M a  C r e e k

t 2ra. Abbon I E@tY


