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FIETD OUTII{G for APRIL
Date:
Place:

Wellcamp,
Aseenbly Point:
TLme:
Ieader:

Sunday, AprLL 26
Sectors L and 2, especial ly

Spring Creek, Showgrounds, Llons Park
McDonnell & East car park
7.15 an for  depar ture 7.30 am SHARP
Lesley Beaton

CLUB OFFICERS

Pres iden t  Les ley  Bea ton  Phone  32  6262
Sec re ta r y  Ann  Sho re  Phone  30  3207
Treasu re r  Lyn  Rowan  Phone  35  9118
Reco rdE  0 f f t ce r  Ange l -a  K l lma rL in  Phone  38  2404
L lb ra r l an  Nancy  Be l che r  Phone  38  4047
Ed l t o r  G lo r i a  G lass  Phone  30  7054

Acllyltiee Field Day and Monthly Meeting - 4th Sunday of each month.
[suaiiy Aepart from McDonnell & East car park aE 7.30: am.

Camping tr lps and f i lm and sLide evenlngs,

l leweletter PubLished monthly, prior to the
should be nrai led to the P.0. Box. Deadline

Field Day. Contributions
is the last day of the month.

Annual Subscriot ion Ordinary Membership $10.00
Fami ly  Membership $12.00
Sfudent  Membership $ 5.00

Postal- Addrese P.0. Box 67, DARLING HEIGHTS, Q, 4350.



} IE} IBERS'  BIRD NOTES

Red-necked Avocet (35+), L9.2.87, Hood's
Lagoon, MA, LA, PM

Red-necked Avocet (30), 3.3.87' Helidon
Spa,  AS,  JS

Peregrine Falcon, 19.2.87, Helidon, MA,LA,P
Noisy Pitta, 13.2.87, Redwood Park, MA
Glossy Black Cockatoo (5), 14.2:87, Lower

FlagsLone Ck Rd, MA, LA' IK
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo, L4.2.87,

Hoodts Lagoon,  MA, LA
Yellow-tail-ed Black Cockatoo, 4.2.87,

University Centre, Jel l icoe St'  DM
Spotted Quail-thrush, 24.2.87, Morleyrs

Rd,  Bal lard,  MA, PM
Fork-tail-ed suift (1, flying with Fairy

Mart ins) ,  8 .3.87,  Hel idon Spa,  LB,  JB
Ground Cuckoo-shrike, 8.3.87, Air Force

Rd,  Hel idon,  LB,  JB
Ground Cuckoo-Shrike (5) ' 10.3.87 and

12.3.87,  Ringmere,  Wi thcot t ,  l {J
Uedge-tai led Eagle (2), 10.3.87, over

Glenvale State School, LB and class
Black Falcon, 15.3.87' Over Westbrook

Sugar loaf ,  LB,  JB
Austral ian Hobby, 22.3.87, f lying NE over

15 Dunmore St, LB
Red-capped Robin (f),  lsL of season,26.3;87

jct of Si lver Ridge & Topps Rds' LB, JB
Crested Shrike-t i t ,  22.3.87, New HeLidon

Dip,  LB.  JB
Collared Sparrowhawk, 11.3.87, Ringmere,

Withcott, EJ, WJ
Austral- ian Hobby, 28.3.87, Ruthven SL,

EJ, I,lJ
LA Laurie Atzeni DM DarYl Mears
MA MichaeL Atzeni AS Ann Shore
JB John Ball JS John Shore
LB Lesley Beaton ttlJ Bill Jolly
IK Ian Kennedy EJ Eileen Jo1LY
PM Pat McConnel l

QU IZZ ICAL 'S  QUIZ  No .8

llere i.s anothen Quiz frun qr mystery uritet
"QJizzical" to test (ard furnea,e?) o:r lcrowledgr
of the habiLs of ranv birds fourd in o:r sLudv area.

What is the nost often eaten food oI
these insecti-vorous birds?

Beetles Fties l^crre Ants Liztrd
Shining Bronze<r,rcko
Sered Kingfi*Er
ftarlet Robin
Fasls1n Yellow Robin
Rufous tfrListlen
Supenb Fiairywren
Spedded thrbler
hff-nmped Ttprnbill
Striated Thornbil-l
SiLeIIE
Fusous Honeyeaten
Eastern Splnebill
Dlskv irbodsraltow

M O R I { i N G  B I R D - W A T C H  -  H E L I D O N  a n d
F L A G S T O N E  C R E E K  -  2 9  M a r c h  1 9 8 7

I& loded for Avocets at llelidon Sp buf they had
rmved m. InsEead, as r{e dEcked the dfln, noLing
ttn Hd-rrirgd Sti.Its, LittJ€ ftebes, Black }rck
and eey Tea1, a starLled-looking Pheasan Corcal
pee!€d dom aL us frcrn the top of a young gun trree!

A quick sLop at Lhe Rest Area by the lockyen, logging
a fer.r nore species, tlrcn a turn souEtmard; oveo-tte
Lclc5ter ard tle dry triJ-l.s to tte Flagstore Creek
valley. ftite#ed Smllqs above on the pohEr
lfues ard an AusE. Ibtrby rnbbed by }hgdes over Lhe
hi_ll.

"Stop! qdck, lok tlrere!'r lots of little birds
in the lfltana ard gtn.ll thickets as r€ trnrred a
@nEr on Lhe gfavel red calls ard m)venpr11

Very few birds as ve d:rove on rrestr*ards up ttre creek,
trrtil r*e arrived at the foot of the range and the
Upper Flagstone Rmd Lr-rnoff. A trickle of uaten
ttnre and, as so ofLen, l€ r.€re lJell rer,arded.
Eirstly I fiust'ed a bevf of Qr*ir. IGre ttrey Stubble
or Bnoh,n? Too quick to see as ttrey e4ploded into
the air fmn just beneaLh my feet! Both SpoEted
and Strided hdalotes, a solitary lftite-hored
ScrubLrrn, and Sperb Fhiry-rirens (this nale also
in his eclipse plurage) ccnpleted ow ror:nd-up of
slall birds for the norning. tJe had seen t}re usual
larger birds too, rnking 45 species in all.

Ann $rore
ELaine andl&mbers onesenu: Itlarcy & Fbank Belcheri

Rcn Box, Joe Deuble, and Jot-m and Ann S,l-rore.

U N I V B R S I T Y  C B N T R E ,  J e l l i c o e  S t

A new sightiJrg for us acrnred on 4 Febn:ary wtren
I saw tro Yellm+ailed Btrk Co&*m, Calypte
rhvrrchus finnrer:s, utun I presurrEd to be rmle ard
fgrale.

They rr,ere nakirg quite a ccnnotj.on at the edge of
our Rainforest jn a lhidenlnir l{attle tree. They
seored to be teriry the bark frcm tle r,rattJ-e hrarrctres
as though lmkhg for food.

Hovever, their stay vas shrrE as the lbisy MinerE
and Pi€d Grraiurgs evenLually persu,aded Lhern to
[Dve on, as is uslnl wiLh rrDSL new birds.

At first I thcndht they r,,ere the Red-tailed BL*le
Cockatos, until I saw LhF yel1ow patdres m tlrc
side of tfeiri heads and crea.ny-yellor rrds tlsir
tqi  I  s.

I tried Lo take pictures of thsn hrt they se too
high up and out of range fo,r my caiEra.

hrvl hafs



outside Pittsworrh and 3 km fron Uhe Condanine Riven.

Close by are two lagmrrtype stretches of vater wtrich
are the habitat for a wide variety of bird Life
Felican, Black Sr,an, WriCeed Tern, ked fbj-s,
and nany drck farnilies, etc.

Roseneath is often on the ffight-path for sore of
these birds, the nnst axciting of wtr-idr r,as a snall
flock of I'laglie Gepre rntro rested rathen cunbenscnely
in our o1d pepperina trees for an hour or so one
sumer.

Our farm is a grain-producing farm with stretdres
of trees in different locaLions. In these treed
areas r€ often sight Kangaroos, Wall_abies and Kmlas,
with of course resident birds sudr as hlahs, Crorm,
I(estrrals, Blackdnrldered Kites, R€dJrreed pmrots,
VfiIy tbgtaiLs ad Fjrrlres ,rand, dffiry the nnusy
wintry r.'eather, hn O,vLs and other owls are seen
uatctLing the reds at night frcm aged fence posts.
At tines we have to slow the car to al1ow a famiiy
of Qrail to cxoss, or Spotted Fardalotes to skim
etcross, or for a farnily of Plr-red t*Usning+r:ctrs

- to rDVe on.

Around the farnholrse are nnny different trees wtflch
attract migratory and othen birds Pale+eaded
Rosellas, Stra*+pcked fbis, Kodcaburras, Pi€d Bcchen
birds, I.bgfes and tbgdelafts. The l,ld.sy 'I,,trdg/"

Mirrcrs seern to have taken oven the house yard and
herald the ccrnings and goings of our beautiful Katrira
cat ufrereven ste is. Gce a Ros RoHn las seerr,
and Bnre has on occasion seen a Nd.sy FHabird,
and around the grain sjlos are families of Zrlbra
Ffurh, Dmble-barred Findt, Superb Fairy-+men, Crrested
Pigem and Coclcatiel.

Each year r€ al:e blessed u:ith the great event of
rratching a fanily of Tarrry Fhogmrtls rearing one,
scnetines tuo fami-Lies of young. A pafu of Frognouths
have been rearing their young at Roseneath in the
pepperirn trees close to the house for Len years.
There are 11 r"orld spec.i-es of Frognouth and the Tavmy

.gis our sole endsnic species, rangrng ttrroughout Aust-
ralia. Vrle nmvel at thejr canouflage art, how the
rouglr and frai_l-looking rnsL is used year after year.
and at their faithfulness Ets parents - alvays of
tr{o youngstens; one year ttree eggs hatdred but
one fledgling les tossed frcm the nesE to dj_e.

Ihrch is the tine to find ttr-is couple jn their tree.
beginrdng the first breedirrg cycle; August is the
nexE, with Ehe young usually @furLing and ending
their nuturing tine oven forr or five nnnths.

We've often pronrised ourselves to note every detaiJ.
of their breeding habits - per.haps this will be the
year! Bnuce rujll often vafk about at dusk, thei_r
hunting tine, with these birds flid_ng frcm tree to
tree following hjm, and at tinrm of wjnd stoms,
il true Footrot tradition, Bnuce can be seen anxiously
waiting below the tree jl case a young bird fal1s
irr the grorrrd. l{e rearl tfiat if l,reeding is successful'llrurly 

[r:r.lgmut-hs wi I i rlsrr: | ]\i ret-urn to Lhe ssrrF

nest ymr after year with one pair recorded as return-
ilg to the sane nest for fou-teen consecutive years
It is good to know our tuac lijce this envjrornenl.
f have nentioned a rurnber of birds _ and the following
are also resident:_ 

^C"qr., Starling, Ltfle ftub.",
and &rlflrur-crested Coclcaum (rho ; rujn a corn
crop!). These birds have been seen: Sffied Kin;
fi.drcr, Rainbo,rbirrd, Rrdgcrigar, Fledk_fa-od C*169]-
_ffi, Spotted I{ar.rien, S"ift krot and l,bsl€d
Ia^pdings. fhe lagmns have rmny rnre species tooffer.

Di }tuirhead

fiIE EFTECTS of WOODCHIPPING
onf f i

The forests around Bega and klen on the south coast
of NS,rI conprise about 30,00 hectares of Crown timber
restrves and 130,000 ha of natj_onal parks and nature
reserves. Abour 220,An ha of the tinber reserves
*" -t9 !" logged oven 40 to 45 years (wtLictr began
in 1970); the rest is too steep, is required ior
strmm protection, etc. About 20,ffi ha of ine logged
area wil_l_ be planted to pinus radiata.



-T

t,rees t-o prorride seed are left and th" **" utj

burnt to reduce fire fuel.

At the end of 40-45 years, it is e>cpected the cycle

could begin again. Yields of tjmber are expected

to be tLtgfrer even though trees wjll be sraller but

density greater.

Bird species hrere recordd in Lhe forests ln 1977-

tr82. Gre were 116 species recorded - 22 transients'

% regular inhabitants, of lltridl about 60 were

resident and 34 migratory or ncnadic species'

Ttr: greatest diffenences in bi-rd species l.€re not

betr,'een the var-ious Brcalyptus species forest suF

types, but bet-r,veen the foresrs of ridges and gulJ.ies'
gi-ras dmracteristic of the gullies jndude lhr€a

Pigecn, Eastern lltripbird and hcnin Ccygqte' Birds

oi ttr. ridges initude Bld(-faced Gd<mdril<e,

fufors Ufti-ttf"" and Spcted Qtaj.1+lrush' Sare sln1l

patches of rainforest dcrninated by Lii'lypi-1-ty, Acnern

hiF]!, are hcne Lo the lffge-bi[ed Scruhm:m'

The effect of logging operations vas rnrst apparent

in the G4 years sites. lbny species uere less

frequent and few were found breeding. In the 9-17
years sites, the bird connnnity nrore closely
apprmched the coposition of that in the rature
forest.

Species [Dre abundant in olds regeneration were

tho.se (rnturalty) that prefen dense vegetati-on
Strperb Lyrehird, Eastern trlhripbird, Pi-lotbird, BeIf
Mfue, Levi'jnrs lhreyeater, l'le$t tlollffd Horeyeatc
and Silvereye.

Bjrds less abundant jn the olden regeneration were

nDstly those of the fiI1ture eucalypts - the Grg-
gang Crckatm, SiteILa, Red-brcn^ed teecreeper, I{ftite-

eared llrneyea.ter, howrrheaded lhleyeater, EasEern

SpjreHll, lti.stletoebird and Spotted hndalote.

Rrfcn:s Wri-stler, Jadcy Winter and Scarlet Robin,
birds of rvoodland and forest with an open understorey,
r.,,rere ctraracteristically scarce jn the dense vegetation

of the older regeneration but relatively cumpn in

the open vegetation of the 0-4 years regeneration.

Nesting Hollous The provision of nesLing hollorn's

ffiissue. Little is known about the fornation
of hollows in ercalypts except that they me cerLajnly
a feature of older trees rather than younger- One
study found that one species of Eucalyptus did not

fc.rrm hol.lor*s big enough for cockatoos until 190 years

old.

Foresters are 1ikely to select for destruction older,

twisted. 'hollor+-fir1" trees t-o the detrinent of

ho1lor+-nesting spa:jes such as fte Gmrg€illg C".f."hf
Redi,rohed Tbeecreeper and kimn Roella.

lbre enphasis needs Lo be placed on this factor in
the selection of retajned seed trees, i_f these birds
are not Uo be disadvantaged in the long term.

I-essons l€arnt

(i) The nnre retained trees in the coupes the better.
Average retention raLes wene S/ba on ridges (frdn
6Ll;e) md 1.2fta in gulJ-ies (trorn 43/ta). tttirryti.'re
percent of the 40 npst frequently recorded bird
species uene feeding nainly in the retahed trees.

(ii) Retained Lrees shculd be ttrose with mistletoes
and hollorvs or ttrc poLential to form hollows.

(iii) GuILy areas *rould have a 1orrer loggtuS
priority as they act as refuge areas aften fires.
Undenstory birds are severely disadvantaged by everr
minor fires. Ter-ritories rccupied by bi_rds suctr
€rs lfrflte-broled Scrutnrens, horm Thcrnhtlls and
SEiated llnrnhilJs wene found in one study to be
\xacanL tr,elve nnnttrs aften a 1ight. fire. Scne of
tiese (banded) bjrds disappeared frorn the arm but
sorre here found irt tlre nearby gu11y forest.

These lessons have been put
errEent jn the Bega-Fien area.

into effect to scr

(Ref : Smith, P.: l{oodchip irggtug and Bjrds
near Bega, I\lsh/, in Bjrds of Ercalvpt Forests

edlted by Keast, Rechen, Ford and Saurdens.
RAOJ and Srr-rey Beatty & Sons, CtLipping NorLon,
19Bs)

H A B I T A T  D O N A T I O N S  R e c e i v e d

Treasurer Lyn reports that we have
rece j ,ved  $170 so  fa r  towards  our  C lub 's
s n e c .  i  f  i r :  p i  f  t  r o  t h e  H a b i t a l .

Y E L L O W _ T A I L E D  B L A C K  C O C K A T O O

This  b i rd  i s  in  the  news th is  month .
See Members t  B i rd  Notes  and Dary l  Mears '
a r t i c l e .

Our Records 0ff icer,  Angela, asks thoso-
members who have survey forms for the
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo to return
t -hem 1o her  be fore  the  end o f  May.

A P R I L  i s  S .  S .  S .  M O N T H

Apri l  is the middle month of the Autumn
season,  and as  fo r  o ther  SSS months ,
members are asked to rnake a special
e f fo r t  to  v is i t  and record  the  b i rds
in  as  many o f  our  e igh t  sec tors  a round
Toowoomba as  poss ib le ,  fo r  th is  i s  a
SEASONAL SPECIES SURVEY month!

i ' i r o n e  A n g e l a  ( o .  C l r r r i a )  f o r  a  c h e c . k l i s t
i  f '  vou  ha  ver r  '  t .  go t  one:  .  :

FUTURE OUTING DATES

M a y  2 4  C o o b y  C r e e k  a n d  D a m
J u n e  2 8  M a  M a  C r e e i r


