
toowoombYbird club

t tTo encourage the observat ion and study of birds of the Toowoomba area."
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F IELD OUTING fo r  MAY

Da te
P lace :
Assenbly Point:
T ime :
Leade r :

Sunday ,  May  24
Cooby  C reek  and  Dam
McDonne l l  &  Eas t  ca r  pa rk
7.L5 an for  deparrure 7.30 am SHARP
Glo r i a  G lass

CLUB OFFICERS

Pres iden t  Les ley  Bea ton  Phone  32  6262
Sec re ta r y  Ann  Sho re  Phone  30  3207
Treasu re r  Lyn  Rowan  Phone  35  9118
Reco rds  0 f f i ce r  Ange la  K i lma r t i n  Phone  38  2404
L ib ra r i an  Nancy  Be l che r  Phone  38  4047
Ed i t o r  G lo r i a  G lass  Phone  30  7054

Activities Field Day and Monthly Meeting - 4th Sunday of each mont.h.
ffiiTtEpart from McDonnell & East car park aL 7.30 am.

Camping tr ips and f i lm and sl ide evenings.

Newsletter Published monthl-y, prior to the Field Day. Contributions
EEoFa Ue mailed to the P.O.-Boi. Deadline is the last. dav of the month.

Annual Subscript ion Ordinary Membership $10.00
Family Membership $12.00
Student. Membership $ 5.00
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2-- --4-o

Postal Address P.0. Box 67, DARLING HEIGHTS, Q, 4350.



E}IVIRONUEI{TAL STUDIES

The University of Queensland has publ-ished
its 'fContinuing Educationtt booklet for
L987, and it gives detail-s of a number
of short courses which nay be of interest
to some of our members:

?/nfzt al furntonenl
tr Field study of Brisbane's wildlife ecology
Mr G. Smith, Dr C Catterall
Veekend 17-18 October
Saturdav 2,00 -8.O0 pm
Sundav6.00 -9.oo am

Limit 3t
f Moteton Bay - endching thc tiches
Dr I.R. Tibbetts
Wednesdays 22 Aptil - 6 May
6.3O - 9.3O om
Optional fi6ld excursion - Weekend 9-1O May

optional field trip to some of the attractions of Moreton Bay will take
place at a separate cost.
f7o.oo (no concession)

Residential Schools

kd aadRa,a,ilozttt
Cairn$- the tropical noYth
Sundav 21 lune to Fridav 26 Iune 1987
Sundai' 28 

-Iune 
to Fridav 3 lirlv 19s7

Sundai, 1! 
-November 

to Fridai'20 November 1987
This course is based on Queensland's most northe,-tt 

fr?r. .o,rrr"
leaders c/ill use these ttips to introduce the history, geology, flora and
fauna and human geogriphy of Austtalia's tropical north to course
participants.
$60t.oo_

Red ecthdu
F ThJGteat Ba6i5t Reef
Sunday 5 July to Friday 10July 1987
Sunday l9July to Friday 24July 1987
Sunday 22 November to Friday 27 November 1987
Sunday ! Decembet to Friday 11 December 1987
The Great Barrier Reef is experienced firsthand throughout this
course. Tte course location is Ladv Elliot Island I -. Tle cburse is
intended t-oiGvelop arironE^th-e paiEi]pinis knowledse of the reef. its
formation. bioloev. botaniand inanaelment. Other isoects involve
the study of tle Siias of tlie island anil the teeming, colourful fishes.

$670.00 (ex Bundaberg)
Limited enrolment

For further information, wri te to or phone
Universi ty of Queensland

For further information'  wri te to -

Universi ty of Queensland
School of  External SLudies and

Continuing Education
St Lucia 4067 (Phone 07 377 4377)

The Darling Downs ..Institute of $dvance{
Education has a I'Continuing Education"
corlrse, which Diana Beal and I found

2 stimulaLing and informative last

For further information,
Toowoomba,4350.

Superb Fairy-wren
Rufous Fantail

The Idenrification of Queensland Flowering
Plants
12 weeks, but, you can take your own time,
plus a weekend fiel-d study
Cost about $70

apply to DDIAE,
Gloria Glass

ANSWERS to  QUIZZ ICALTS QUIZ  No .7

I&'had to give ttre EfH of ntth.*k of
each of the follovdng irectivuqrs birG ftere:

P = futrrirg, dofirrwds onto insects
PR = koHr€/Fridng
G[. = Glesring - rDving ground ]-itter and soil

wittr beak and feet to eryose fuEects
S = Srmchir€ frcm distance up to 2 fet

uually at insects aborc tlrc bird
H = Ibuildng - catddng fiyfug insects

P . IRGT.SH
Fan-tailed Olckm 86
ldhite's Tlrush 76 23

ahay

aray,

leLitefajnged Ctroueh 70 30
I4lhite-broued Scrubrvren 97

92
30 54

Satin Flycatctrer 36 60
ftey Fantail
Rose Robin
Australian lbpie 43 56
Colden !iltdstlen
Eastern Yellow Robin 75

7 I

78
59 26

Easlern !ilhipbird
Spotted Padalote

34 64
U5

Varied Sittelta 99
Superb Lyrebird 100

A N S I { E R S  t o  Q u i z z i c a l  
r  s  Q u i z  N o . 8

T h e  q u e s t i o n  w a s

What is the nost often eaten food
these insectivorous birds?

of

a n d  t h e  a n s w e r s  a r e
Beetl,es

Sdnfu€ Bnonze+uckoo
Sacred Kjngfisher
Scarlet Robin
Eastern Yell-ow Robin
Rufous l{tLisLler
Superb Fairywren
Spedcled hlarbler
Brff-runped Thornbi.ll
SLriated Thornbi-ll
Sitel-a
Fuscons Honeyeater
Eastern SpinebiJl
D:dcy hbodsr'allow
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Glenvale uas very
a l l t t le act lvLty

}|ABCH ilOTES fror SEOBELAIIDS

The &pgl!_fg!g.g. uhlch so dellghted us nith
thelr dally presence close to the house recently,
finally let us lnto their aecret. They had nested
in the Callietenon only a few yards from the n'lndon -
a tiny frail-looking nest ln the topnoat thicket
of the bueh. No nonder they never left the area!

tfe observed thelr conlngs and golngs in great detail
and then vatched the flrst attenpts at flight by
the stlll alnost tail-less downy feathered babies
vhen they duly energed and fluttered about begging
for food or aat quietly to be preened by a parent
or slbl lng.

The fanily stayed around for ten days or so, the
babies groring at a prodigious rate. Not surprising
really, as all the flve adults scoured the nearby
garden for suitable baby food, gradually going
further af leld as the young onest nobi l l ty increased.
Nou they Just return at intervals.

I noted before that ve had seldon seen the Zebra
Finches lately. Suddenly they are back. Lffi
flocks, often rrlth Double-bars, foraging for seed
uherever the nhlskery grass hae groun - nore Zebras
than ne have seen here for sone yeara. More Double-
bare too. Presunably another direct resul.t of the
droughty conditions. Ann Shore

IPBIL FIELL OUTITIG - 26 Aprl l  1987

It rras a cold, nlserable oorning and only one car
was avaltln8, De as I turned lnto the car park -

Ann and John Shore. Tlrree cars set off for the
neu @ Just after 7.30 an where
three@ the soall party.

bluetery, and alt

LIBRARI

A copy of ttThe For.sts of Eas r nas sent
to our Club by the East Gippsland Coalition ulth
thanks for the $60 donated by Club nenbere.

It has photographs of the aninals and vegetatlon
in these foreels, and l l lustrates Juet how great
a loss it nould be lf logging nere extended lnto
these areas' 

Nancy Belcher, Llbrarlan

MEI{BERS I BIRD TIOTES

, 1.4.5.87, Gowrie Jct, DB, EB, GG
(5 ) ,  15 .4 .87 ,  I r eda le ,  AS ,  JS

st  for  season),22.4.87,  Blanchviey,  AS
, 1L.4.87, Waterblrd Habltat, LB

ike- t i t  (2) ,  L2 & L4.4.87,  Hel idon

Fuscous Honeyeaters, 14.4.87, HeLidon Dip, LB, JB
JB John Ball GG Gloria Glasa
LB Lesley Beaton {q Ann Shore
DB Diana Beal JS John Shore
EB Enld Beal

I{ORU) BIIVIRqIilBIT DAI - SUI{DAT 3I TIAY

This is a gathering of all clubs and groups
interested In the environment, and thls
year ie enti t led

I'URBAN SPACES - PEOPLE PLACEf| I"

It ls on at lake Annand, 10 am to 3 pn,
and our Club 1111L have a preaence there.

BIRD-tfATCt[l{G near (xlAmERS ItOlERli

0n a recent tvo neek vlslt to Mlrtna Station, ln
seml-desert counEry Just east of the Darkle Range,
south-soulh-ueet of Charters Touers, Ron enJoyed
good bird natching, seeing eeveral ney yartetleg
for  h in .

A palr of Creeted Bell .birds, seen in a dead bauhlnla,
vere striking birds, butnost inpreeeed hlm. Both

the nale, which postured and raised hls crest, uaa
spectacular

Sinping Honeyeaters vere fairly coruDon through the
whoLe area, but trilh then, on tuo occasiona, in a
dry watercourse area, a flock of Grev-headed Honev-
eaterB nas deflnltely identified. firough the books
TiirFshon then as 

-belng 
in thls area,- lt nust be

remembered thle ls very renote country, rith homeeteads
forty to slxty kl lonetres apart.  A large f lock of
White-rumped Mlners, posslbly forty, yas aeen to
pass the canp one morning, but yas not aeen again.

None of the Flnchee vas plentlful, but Plun-headed
and Zebra vere seen, and a Dianond Firetail, vhich
len't-5'[!posed to extend tnE-Ef,Effii6i]t{e sard
a blg flock of Black-throated Flnchee ln the eaoe
general area eeveral years ago.

Pled and Grey Butcherbirde, !{11!.Jgg!gi1g and Peace-
ful Doves nere found anyvhere, though vaterlng polnts
nould have been eight to ten kllonetres ayay. Snall
flocks of !g@. rrere aeen closer to yater,
aa vaa the occaslonal Mapple and ..Torreelan Crov.
Little and Black-faced tloodswallows uere falrly
connon.

A resident flock of Galqhe llved around the honestead,
but they are unusual--fi-This area. One pair of Red-
taiLed BLack Cockatoos, a couple of palrs of Sulphur-

vere seen.
i ful close

to uater in the sl lghtly better country, not ln the
desert country.

This area nould not have been frequented by bird
watchers as l t  ls so inaccesslble. In a good season
Lake Buchanan would afford good watching, but when
Ron vlsl ted l t  this t lne, l t  nas conpletel.y dry and
covered with a salt  crust, as i t  is nuch of the t ine.

there vas
on the rrater -

!{gg- Duck, Grey Teal and
- there uere no bueh birds seen at a

lfe noved on to Kath Blackburnrs property on Euston
Rgad rrhere we folloved a gu1ly through which Spring
Feek stnds. Here lt vas far nore sheltereT-Tnll
Efre-btrde vere naking the DoBt of lt. We got a
great vlen of a glps1!-$44g!9l and a lrlhite-
throated Gerytone (t{arbler).

Morning tea uas held tn th€ cosy verandah of Kathts
place, ln the eunshine 6nd out of the wlnd. A couple
of uhe g,roup departed, whtle the othera uent to
flnd the Tawnv 9raesbtrd ln Eq@!.
Though the Graeebird renained elusive a Paciflc
Heron was sighted.

Only tuo cara contloued on to Ue,LLggp., @L!g!,and $gggg, eventually arrlving at !t]2']!il--E'!. on
v the t{ew England Hlghway for lunch.

Menberg present: Ieeley Beaton, Kath Blackburn'
Elalne and Lole Cobb, l{ancy and Ron Gooding, Ann
and John Shore.

Species Llst: Held by our Records 0fficer.
Learev beacon

Help Wanted
REQUEST ron nOBIN nECORDS

I am currcntly cudying the bchaviounl ccology ofrcd-breasted v

Nancy Gooding



0UTIllc for SUI{DAY 24 ll/r l

COOBI CREFf,  Ptcnic  Area and Dan
the dan is one of the nearby 6reas to Toowoonba where
Great Crested and Hoary-headed Grebes and Musk Duck
have been seen on past outings. No promises, but!
l , Ie wil l  Bo t.o the picnic area f irst,  to get the bestttbush blrdingtt there before Eoo nany picni-kers arive,
and later do sone acoutlng around the dan, eispecial ly
the f looded creek beslde the entrance road.

COOBY CREEI  -  THB ROCTS

A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  G r e a t  C r e e ! e d  G r e b e s  a n d
Musk Ducks, the nost excit inS thing to be seen at
Cooby 1s the obviously dense rock of the spi11r.ray.
This is none other lhan the fanous black basalt, the
Gonaren B,asalt, a volcanic rock of the Miocene Period.
(The Miocene extended fron 25 mil l lon to 7 ni l l ion
years ago.) Gonaren Creek f lows fron the north-east
lnto Cooby Creek about eight kilomeEres dorrtnstream
fron the Dam.

Toouoonba and surrounding areas are r lch in interest-
lng volcanic rocks. There are broadLy three groups of
volcanic rocks based on the depth at whlch the nolten
magna (tt lavatt) cooled.

So shat! you say. $1e11, the deDth at which cool ing
occurred delernlned the tlne taken for cooling, and
Ehis in turn deternlned vheiher the crystals ln the
rocks vere large or small.

Plutonlc rocks cooled at g,reat depths, and
thus large crystals vere able to forn. Granite
is a notable exanple. I tn sure al l  of you
nould have noticed the large crystals of granite
boulders in creek beds or the beautl ful coarse
graln of pol ished granite headstones. Erosion
typtcal ly produces large rounded boulders of
Branlte, such as we have aL1 seen at Crows
Nest Fal ls and on the Granlte Belt.  But there
is no granite at Cooby !

Hypabyssal igneous ( igneo = f ire) rocks cooled
ar mediurn depth and have mediun-slzed crystals.
Dolerl te or t tblue metalt t  is an exanple. The
crystals can be seen uith a hand lens. Again,
there arentt any hypabyssal igneous rocks at
Cooby !

Extrusive rocks cooled at the surface. When
the molten nagna uas exposed to Ehe air,  i t
cooled nuch more rapidly than would underground
flows, and the mlneral crystals are very smal1.
Some are so snal l  that they are hard to see
even sith a microscope, and the rock has a
glassy appearance. Basalt and trachyEe are
examples. BOTH occur at Cooby.

The Gomaren Basalt of the dam spi l lway at Cooby
ttas --frZTd-]ltassy-, black appearance, and while
it  has a similar structure to the basalt at
the Harlaxton Quarry, i t  is sruch darker.
bel ieved to have erupted fron a vent a few hundred
rnetres dounstrean fron the Dan.

The h1l le above the Dam are topped wlth Cooby Trachvte
nhich f lowed over the older rocks. Trachyte is a
f ine-gralned brownish rock; probably the Eost faslous
examples of thie rock in Queensland are the GLass-
house MounEains.

The older rocks at Cooby are eedinentary rocks, sand-
atones laid down in the Juraselc Perlod (180 mil l lon
to 135 nl l l lon yeara ago). The depoeit ion and
subsequent erosion of the lava f lovs occurred unevenly
ao that underlying gandetones are often exposed.
This is the caee at Cooby.

Ue can see the sandstone exposed at the edge of the
road down the f inal deecent to the picnic grounds.
0f course, cutt lng a gash in a hi l l  during road-
saklnB operations lnitabes natural erosion and speeds
up exposure of underlying rocks by several ni l l ion
years - a boon to the anateur geologist I 

Di"rru 8."1
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AUGUST CAHP - OI{ THE BALOII{E \

Our Auguet camp is to be on the banke of the Balonne
River on a stat ion cal led rrPialauayrr, just donnsErean
from the confluence of Dogvood Creek with the Bolonne.
ttPialaway" vas cut off  i tWarkon", one of the well-
knovn stat ions of the distr icts, long associated
with the Schwennessen fanily. trPialawayrr is ouned
and run by Ennis and Dorinda Schvennessen.

The first recorded incursion of European man in the
area was Major Mltchel lr6 party. In 1846 he cane
fron the south up the Culgoa and the Balonne.
Leichhardt cane lhe next year fron the east, and
Gregdry cane along eleven yeara later looking for
Leichhardtrs tracks. Sett lenent in the area started
with the selection of huge runs from 1848 onnarde.

The early runs vere stocked with cattle and later
sheep. Grain groving started In a snal l  vay in 1859.
These three industr ies have renained the chtef enter-
prises of the Shire and have waxed and naned ln
relaEive importance over the yeara as the econonlcs
of the industr ies dictated.

Probably the noet lnterestlng bird ne could see is
the Blue-:bonnet Parrot, the only l ight grey-bronn
backeil?ii6frGElla eize. Thlre a-re rhree races
of Blue-bonnets, one alnost confined to the Nullabor,
one of the central arid zone of Austral_ia, and thia,
the red-bel l ied form, race haenatorrhous, uhich
extends north and east to Mit,chell, Condamine and
Goondivindi.

riA*-.. *
i b  i s K  O  A  L  A  S  a l s o  o c c u r  a t  C o o b v  !

FUTUBB OUTIT{G DATBS

June 28 Ma Ma & Helfer Creeke
July 26 Toovoomba area, SSS nonth
iugust 22-23 Canp, Balonne River
Septenber 27 Ravensbourne National Park
October 25 Sector 6, SSS nonth
November 22 Goodingsr property, Mt Coll iery
December No outing

NET'SLETTER EI } ITOR,

I have resigned the editorship, mainly due to
the drought, and the increase ln farn nork leaving
l i t t le t i rne for other act ivi t ies.

Thank you to al l  rhose vi.11ing contr lbutors during
ny short t lne as editor. Gloria Glass


