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No.  J9q JULY 1987

THE HABITAT

Easi ly  the most  exc i t ing and welcome event  for  the b l rd ing f ra tern i ty  o f
Toowoomba,  in  recent  t imes,  would be the establ ishment  of  the Waterb ind
Habi ta t .  We would a l l  be faml l iar  wi th  the or ig ins of  the concept  and
i t "  adop t i on  by  the  Toowoomba  C i t y  Counc i l  as  th l s  c l t y t s  ch ie f  pno jec t
for  the Bicentenary year .  Most  o f  the work has now been completed
al though some yet  remains.

Present ly  a v is i tor  is  faced wi th  fences and locked gates and wqnder 's
why.  The fence is  an unfor tunate necessi ty  in  th is  vandal is t lc  aB€r
and  fhe  l ocked  ga tes  exc lude  v i s i t o rs ,  f o r  t he  t ime  be ing ,  t o  g i ve  the
park t ime to set t le  down before the of f ic ia l  opening next  year .

tJe b i rders would a l l  understand that  no guarantee can be g iven that
the re  w i l l  necessa r i l y  be  scads  o f  b i rds  on  open ing  day .  I t  has  to  be
real ized that  we cannot  wave a wand and instant ly  populate the p lace
w i th  wa te rb i rds .  I t  w i l l  t ake  t ime ,  pe rhaps  a  good  dea l  o f  t lme ,  be fo re
we can go there and conf ident ly  expect  to  record heaps of  species.

I  know that r  so far ,  I  have been preaching to  the conver ted.  We know
what  a good th ing i t  is ;  but  we a lso know that  one can v is i t  a  p lace
one .9ay  and  see  no th ing  and  nex t  da !  reco rd  a l l  so r t s  o f  spec ies .  Tha t
1s  the  way  i t  i s  w i th  b i rds .  However  recen t  l e t t e rs  to  t tThe  Chron ic le t '
reveal  that  there are numbers of  people who do not  know these th ings.
They v is i t  the park,  peer  through the fence,  see no obvlous b i rd  l i fe
and decide the whole th ing is  a  waste of  money.  Someone even made the
ludicrous suggest ion that  the domest ic  ducks present ly  dorn ic i led on
Lake  Annand  be  re - l oca ted  a t  t he  Hab i ta t !  (Ueh !  Shudder ! )

The point  o f  a I I  th is  is  that  I  be l j -eve i t ' . is  t lme we Club members
began preaching to  the un-conver ted.  I f  in  the course of  conversat j -ons
wi th f r iends or  o thersr  you meet  th is  r ron ly  a duck pondrr  idea,  you
ought  to  take the oppor tuni ty  to  point  out  the Habi ta t rs  gool  ieatures
and the fact  that  i t  w i l l  take t ime to come to f ru i t ion.  Our  Club has
been involved wi th  the pro ject  r ight  f rom the beginning and th is  is
one more way to  s tay involveC.

Between us we can r rse l l f r  the Habl ta t  to  the people who do not  have the
same in te res t  i n  b i rds  tha t  we  sha re .  The  i dea  i s  t o  ge t .o the r  peop le
on s ide and help them to apprec iate and accept  the Habi ta t  for  wtrat
i t  i s :  p rese rva t i on  o f  a  p iece  o f  Toowoomba fs  au then t i c  and  na tuna l
h i  s t o r y .

Good Bi rd ing
non-!g!kinson
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NEW TOOWOOMBA BIRDS

Ihe  Check l l s t  Comml t t ee  has  added  the  fo l l ow lng  b i rds  t o  t he C l u b  C h e c k l l s t : -
2 l { .  Bed -necked  Avoce t .  (Recunv i ros t ra  novaeho lLand lae ) .
Feb ruany  8 th .  ' | ' 987 .  He l l don  Spa .  Les ley  Bea ton ,  John  Ba I l .

Four adults wadlng and feedlng in the large lagoon at the Hel idon Spa.
lhe chestnub-colouned head and neck and the long, upswept bl l l  wene un-
mls takab le  as  the  b lnds  waded th rough the  waben- iwe ip fn l  the i r  b l11s  f rom
s i d e  t o  s i d e .
Ihe i r  wh l te  bod les  wene s l lgh t ly  p lumper  then the  BIack-w inged Sb l lb  a lso
pnesent .  The b lack  mark ings  on  the  w lngs  were  ln  s ta rk  conbnast  to  the  body .
Since the f l rst  s lght lng langen f locks have been seen at both the Spa and
l lood I  s Lagoon by other members.

2 5 5 . ' / o m p o o  F r u i t - D o v e .  ( P t l L l n o p u s  m a g n l f l c u s ) .
l lay 18ttr .  1987. 16 Rodway Crescent,  Toowoomba.
Lesley Beaton, Ron Hopklnson, I ' lar l lyn Jacobs.

!arg9 pigeon which crashed lnto a window of the Rodway Cneg. resLcience.
Ihe  dead b l rd  was ne tn ieved by  the  househo lder  and passed ln to  the  C lub 'g
posession. Unl lke any other plgeon ln colour patterhs-- l lght grey head and
neck-- back and upper wlng sur. faces green wlth golden yel}ow slash across
wings-- Underwing and undertai l  coveits golden ye11ow.-
Breas t  and th roa t  a  deep p lum co lour  w i th  sma1 l  sp lo tches  o f  g reen pnesent .
Ihe frozen specimen has sinse been viewed by other Club Mernbers and rvi lL be
passed on to the Queensland l . {useum.

;LAMOROUS BEED-WARBLER SURVEY
lhere ls curnent ly under ney a proJect to study the nr lg:rat lon patterns of the cramonousleed-warbler,  as part  of  neiear-ch 6erng oarnlba out by-the stroi trand r,1ettands centre.
) l rds have been banded on both Left  and r lght targug. The 1eft  carr les one colouredrand above a metal. band end the r{Sht fras-Ehree coloured bends. If you see euch bandedr l rds  p1999e ' record  the  co louns  o f - the  bands-as  we l r  ae  the  da ie  and p lace  o f  obsen-rat lon. Al l  reports wlIr  be acknowledged. send youn lnformatlon to:

Bob Reed,  Co-ord lna tor ,
01d Wor ld  Warb len  proJ6c t ,
Short land Wetlands Ceitre,

)EATII oF A cREy 'EAL 
shortrand' NSw . zro7.

'n  rssue No.  42  (June 1979r 'we canr led  a  nepont  o f  an  Aus t ra l ian  per tcan tak ing  an,uefralasLan Gnebe es prey at Apex Lake, Gatton.

reponted  in  the  Mayr198?,  l ssue o f  r rThe, .
>  Capn lcorn  Coast ,  a  b lnder  saw a  Grey

l;,:;'t;3"JXiT'"llE f3:: ;:;I*"*"*i;
'  second I'unge by the Pellcan took one mone duckll-rg. ttre bfe btrd then lunged and t !cooped a hbltsd tlme and ooll.ected the adult ana trriie-riratif"i duckllngs and swall- \:/wed-. The epl'aode took legs bhan one mlnute, durtng-nntttr'-Jp-dcl:oi [-ime--Erre-firent.nd brood al l  dleappeaned.

IE"lr,t ML:l'IBERS
lhe c lub  is  very  p leased fo  we lcome the  foL lowlng  new members : -
rhr ls Grbson '  Kelth rneschman & Famlly Lrsa Mal0ney
l .S .  415 1 .J  But le r  S t .  25  Federa l  S t .
'0w00D'  q .  4311 IOO'OOMBA.  Q.  +3rO oAKEy.  e .  4401

**.F t+* * *.x.tc *+ t+  t + * *  * * *  l c * *

;PASoNAL 9PECIES SURVEY
lhe Records Off lcer wor: ld l lke to remind membens that July Is the middle monbh of; h e  W i n t e r  s e a g o n  a n d  l s  t h e n e f o r e  a n  S . S . S .  n o n t h .  

-

'h- i -s sirnply-means that members are asked to make an extra effort  to vis i f  their-avour l te  
b l rd lng  spots  ln  the  area  and record  theh s igh t lngs  fo r  our  records .

f  you clo not aLready part lc lpate ln this scheme why nob contact the Recorrts Off lcer ?ie  wou ld  be  p leased to  send you a  month ly  check l l s t  on  wh ich  to  record  your  b i rds .
*** *t+.* *** * l + *  * * *  J t * *  * * *
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Nbxt '  a wnen agaln, but thls t lTg e male tn perrco! new dress-of sky blue and black vel-vet '  chaslng.nound the garden wlth .  uoirr- i " i r t .  yerrow iro""r .  iT,  !1"-beak. r  hoped hls
H::;rffi:."i"t[oil::;:u .i r wast rt maae-'-srrir.ifi-;i"iil! 'turr lve onry once seen

' I+EAT TODAY - I{HAT TfiORROI' ' Ann Shone

Ber ry_Old f le ld ,  a rch l tec t  o f  the'TWHjJAT tOOly--WttAT TOMORROW", 
-o" Far"m Tree proJect  i !  r ' r .A.  wrr l  present  hrs  ratest  f r lm,saturday, Juti  18, igei i t ' - i ] ioi,r.

I JHERE? At  the  Resource  Mater ta l  cen t re  Lec ture  Theat re ,  D.D. r .A .E.'  . ' rhts ls the br ick bulrdlng ott  t rre l lonl tern-siae or centrar Quadnangle.An entrance charge of $2.00 wi l1 cover cosfs and suppen.

This f i lm had i ts worrd Preml 'ene in Bnisbane end_Brnry ls now showlng the f i rm ln/*rueensland and pnomotr.ng the Targ-t--too-Mfiiion Tree prognarn by 1p8g.
Fon funthe'  infornatr.on contact:-  Ne'I  McKtl l lgan. offr .ce pb. ,1 2229. Home. ,5 ge15

on Softe Tod. ph. ,O 9272.

LIBRARY NOTES-
The c lub  L lbnary  bas  rece lvec  the  La tes t  pub l l ca t lons  o f  nwi l r t r l fe  Aus tna l ia " ,  :r rB lndsr r  nagaz lne  (nspg) r i l sunb l rd"  (c rgg  jo [ " " " r i , - ; ; ; - " ; ; s re i tens  fnom o ther  c rubs .These and other publ icai lons are evaltaf , le to m6mber"ron-ro*".

Nancy  Be lchen.  L lb rar lan
MEMBERS I 

-BIRD NOTES

rbove Lake Dyer - - t . j .  gT .__AHS.
r t t - -  ' | .5 .5 .85 .  - -  AHS.
I  I  s  Lagoon- -1r ,6  .97  .__  REH.  w i IJ .
IEH. AHS.
rc tn . - -  seen severa l  t imes,  emerg ing  f rom hay;B.  GG.
D e - o n e  b l r d  1 & t . 6 . 9 7 . - - D B .  E B .  G G .

;i l 5a3:87.-- Gc.

Ereven blnle ab rreridor"g;:::-, l7a1a|,7:-r$3:' nHSl' ̂nr.Tawny Frogmouth: Two blnds, Glencoe na. 
-cowiie 

J;; i , ; : l-r '"oi l  , i .5.t i i - t irro"ir,  , l ,rr,"
DB. EB. CG.

dround cuckoojsh*il: li*,{il"ii*lii*::;::r'::;-;J:1,;,;l;il:;il:-T;;:'.
Rose Robln:  Qgguy 9k:- l -2E. ' i .qZ:_ on;-- id.  

,
Rufous l lh lsr ter : - - f tcrnf ,yn"-Si ;  -  

( i r rst l ]_ i ; :4.8?__ LR.Yel low-throared Miner (wnrre-rurpi i -qoor j l 'F i ; ;  b i ;e; ,  oakey__ 11.5.s?_ EvJ. , /HJ.Regent BowenbLnd: Mt.  Benrtrrman__ 24,5.ei__ eiu.
DB:  D iana Bea l ._EB:  En ld  Bea l .  GG:  G lor : ia  G lgss .  REH:  Ron l lopr , . : insor l ;idvJ: r: i.reen Jorly. 'wHJ: nrri-ioii i .- i i ;- ivi ' f io**. AHS: Ann shone.



I
\q

-4 -

Annual Subscrlpt lon
Ord lnary  Membersh lp  $ tO.OO
Fami ly  Membersh lp  $ t2 ,OO
Student  Membersh lp  $  5 .OO

Theff ior August 22/25. Nexb monuhd i rec t lons .  Meanwhl le r  chec [  oven t t r6 -gear  
" r ,a -b"ch l l l y  n lgh ts .  The camp Leader  ts  G1or ia  GfaJs  ana

the  ln te r lm you cou ld  conbact  her  on  ,O 7054.

w e  w i I I  p u b l l s h  d e t a l l s  o f  t n a v e l
sure  to  go  prepered fo r  poss lb ly

l f  you need more infonmlt lon t i r

A l -so  ln  August  i s  the  v ls l t  to  the  Ha lgs lea  area  undentaken annua l ly  by  the  e .o .s .Th is  w111 be  on  sunday Auguat  ! .  The rEaaer  i s -onar ram Leach o f  e .o .s .Meet lng  p19 'ce  ls  ! !e  Ha lg i lea  Sta te  sc t roJ i .  i i e  sc t roor  l J - im-nas t ,  o f  the  sundownenHote l ,  on  the  Southern  s lde  o f  the  war re io -n iehr " "y .  Meet lng  t ime ls  T .45am.
Fon membens not attendlng the
Date :  Sunday August  2J .
P I a c e : W l t h c o t t  A r e a .

camp ln  August  an  a l te rna t ive  F te ld Day has been erranged.
T i m e :  7  . 4 5 a m .
Leader :  Ann Shore .Assembly  Po ln t :  Wl thco t t  Hote l  can  park .

Thls wl l - l  be a hal f -day t r lp  concludlng before
morning tea.

* * *  *+*  t t * *  * * *  * * *  * * *  * * *

FTELD RT-- a and He

l unch  t lme,  so  members  need on ly bring .-J

For  the  f l f teen  peop le  who came on our  F ie ld  Day,  l t  was  a  very  en joyab le  c tay .  Ib  wassunny and c lear . ,  though to  beg in  w i th ,  veny  co ld .
T h e  f i r s t  s t o p  ( e x c e p t  f o r  a  b r i e f  c a l l  a t  H e l l d o n  S p a  t o  s e e  t h e  R e r i - n e c k e d  A v o c e t s ) ,was .  on  G9grge I '1111e: : rs  p roper ty  a t  l , l t .  ' v l l r i tes tone.  T i re  dny  cneek  bed we fo l lowed isj u s t  l n s l d e  t h e  C l u b t c . s b r l l y  a r e a t s  i o r r l h - I a s t  c o r n e r ,  a  i e c t i o n  n o t  o f t e n  v L s l t e d .
I t .was  a  very  she l te red  area  and a  number  o f  bush b l rds  h rere  seen;  the  Speck led  l r la rb lenbe ing_one o f  the  more  e lus lve  ones .  A  Wedge- ta i led  Eag le  soared overhead-  and , , . ras
c lear ly .seen by  everyone.  A  good two hourJ  was spent  Eerer -cu i r . l : .na t ing  w l th  morn ingtea  ln  the  sunsh lne .

Our.next 9!op was at Fordsdale where l ' la Ir Ia Creek has becorne a s, 'nal l  bi l labong. Here
again smal l  bush bircls were ln evldence, vr i th_perhaps the Fan-tai le<i  cuckoo 5"f1g
the most interest lng. I lowever,  both the ma]e Rufous- vfhist ler and Golcten l t rhlst lerpenched in the same tree so that newer rnembers could admlne thetr  r ich colours ano {make nobe o f  the i r  d i f fenences .  v
Lunch was taken at the rest anea on Helfen Creek. Here, too, was a l - ibt le water and.after an lnl t ia l  lu l t  there was a frenzy. of  blrd act lv i ty.  ' i 'o oun aef ight a- i" i r  ofRose Robtns f l i t ted anound the scrub at- the waterfs edge-.- t t re vfur^t [- f , f t t t  o i- i r r"ma lers  b reas t  a l lowed evenyone to  6e t  goor t  s lgh t ings .
5 l  spec lesr  wene reconded on  the  day .
I ' lembers present:-  Diana and Enld_FeaI:  Lesley Beaton: Frank and Nancy Belcher:

Chr is  GLbson:  G lor la  G lags :  Ron Hopk lnson:  L isa  Maioney :
Lyn Rowan: John and Ann Shore: Xeith Treschman:

r n t e r s t a t e  v l s i t o r s : -  J o h n  a n d  p a m  K l r t o n : ( B . o . c .  m e m b e n s ) .

3 .t' 'reld_ Day and Monthly Meetl-[:: 1ffi
Usual ly depart  McDonirel l  & EEst car

Dunqay or  each month.
pank ab 7.lOelrr. SHARP.

Camplng tr lps and f i lm or sl lde'"u"rr lrrg".
NewEletter: Pub-lte[ea m'ontrr iyr-prlo:: t ;-th; r i"ra o"y. contniburlons shourdmal led to  the P.0.  Box.  Deadl lne 1g the i ; " i -e ; t -o i  tn"  month.


