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DIREUTIONS

October is the tlme fon our Annual Genenal Meetlng and the end of
the TBC year.  At  th ls t lme t t  seems appnopr late Io take stock of
the c lub --  to look at  our dlrect long.

The prepenatlons for the B=A-T specles count on october 25 have
caused me to have a re-thlnk on the clubts blrd countg. F."or 1975
tlrough to 1982 we carrLed out an annuel censug of the blnd pop:
ulat lon of  our.Local  Study Anea (mn).  0n these counts we gl t i rea
a eampling of the nr:-'nber"s of Lnd-{.vldual blrdg pnesent. gacil year
we added to the lnformatlon base and enabled vlfta oompanlaoni t;
be  made.

I t  was never suggested, or Lntend
present 1n Toowoomba on that day.
lmpoeslble.  However,  we were cou
(when the mtgrants hid returned),
va l1d .

In 19e5 the club carr led out a.spegles count on one day and glnce
then - nothlng! tJhy ? Our empE?liE-ieems to have artited toquarterly specles surve]rs done by e few membere at theLr leisune,
wlth no organlsed effont to ensure furl coverage of the tsA.

The QOS conducts an annual census for lts orn recorde ln whi.ohgeveral of our menbers partlclpate. However TBC sees nothlng of
tbe noeulte; nor would lt bcneflt our neconde to do 8or lnaeiuoh
aettbc aurvsy ls not of our I8A. Naturally r rm ln f avour of oo-
opcratlon rlth QOS (f teke_ part in the ceniue), but it ls a greet
ahane that our r1ll1ng ncnbcrs are not hernetsid lnto a tean-that
would bencflt our club neoorda. Ifn sure tbat the QOS folk regard
theln oount ea a oanpLlng for tbat day. They accept thet es a
valld necord - 8 pclfectly valld record.

Fnom 1977 to 1981 the RAOU conducted the At1as of Australlan Bbds
scheme. The result ls now avallable as a large atlae rhlch mafathe distr lbut lon of  aLl  Auetral lan epecles fo i  tnat  penlod. Fbn
the_lr .purDosea RAOU dlv lded the couniry lnto blocks 5r on"-degree
of latltude and longltude. In some anlae further gub-dlvlglon
lnto 1ot blocks wes-uged to s l rnpl l fy recondlng, u" i - [n" At1as mapsehow the speclea ae preeent (or-abglnt)  1n ont 'a isree-bl .ocks,
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For tbe necord, our LSA conelsts of two of the
$bn rr Jolned the scheme. That bnlngs ne to
feel  ane ml-g-d1nect1ong.

Again ln 1987, our LSA was dlvlded

f venture to suggest that  e lght gectors are unnecessar l ly  complex
for members wlshlng to jo in the monthtr-1r checkl ist  scheme. We alsonow have to maintaln elght sets of  necords which must be waded
through before lnfonnatlon can be extracted. That ls patentlv
r ld lculoue. The sectors became ao complex that in 1gg6-; ; - - ; ; ;  toproduce a twenty page booklet  to exprain the dtv ls lo is!

I lands up, al l  those who would submlt  a monthly checkl lst  i f  a l l  thatwas needed was to indlcate rrupi l  or r tdor,Jnrr ?

The pnoper  funct lon of  ,sectors is  s lmpIy as a means
and d l rect lng an annual  census.  A11 0f  th is  comes
ques t l ons :

a) The QOS flnds value 1n an annual census -- why not rBC ?
b) The RAOU found euff lc lent  accuracy ln 10t dlv ls lons--  why not TBc?
] 3m not suggestlng that the changes were made with anythlng but thelntenest of the club in mlnd. r fo, howeven, euggestlng that theear i ier  d 'Lrect l 'ons were of  much greaten long-ter i -uenef l t  to thec1ub. We ought to get back on track.

Good Blrdtng

Ron Hopklnsgn

AUSTRALIAN BIRDS AND THE LAW

Near ly  a l l  Aust ra l ian b l rds are protected,  inc lud lng eagles,  I iawke
and other blrds of prey. rn sone dletr lcts centain speclee may
be unprotected beceuse they cauae serlous danrage to cnope. spec-
lf led ga$e birds nay be shot durlng ltmlted seaaons by l i .cenocd
sport lng sbootens only.

I t  ls  l I legaI  to  make any co l lect lon or  be ln  possesslon of  l lve
or  dead b l rds,  inc ludtng b! - rd,  sk ins,  wlngs,  skeletons on featherg
unless a l lcence 1s f l rs t  obta lned.

I t  ts  l l lega1 to  co l lect  any b l rds fnom the w1Id fon av lar les,  fon
food on fon any other purpose wlthout fLrst obtalnlng a l lcenoe.
Bi rdst  eggs are pnotected and egg eol lect lons are iL l .egal  un leas
a l lcencc ls  obta lned.

Falconry is  i l }egal .

You may not put leg-bands on wild blnds on otherwlse handle or
mar"k tben unLess you hold a permlt.

Each Austrarlan state hag 1ts orn lars whlch pnotect blrds, and
heavy penalt iee can be lnposed lf  these laws are broken. l-: i '
Detal ls can be obtatned from NatLonal Parkg and l{tLdl l fe Servlce.
(  Fron r r r t re  Blnd observer t t .  A lso publ lshed as a leaf le t  by Boc

tn Engl lgh and etght  o ther  languages.)

10 t  b locks ,  adop ted
the eecond of  what  I

o f  co-ondlnat lng
down to two

**+ *** *.x* tt**
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Ron Hopklnson
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soRTrNG TriEr ouT - WHITE WAqERBIRpS

I t  has been some conslderable t l-me since we had an epi-sode in thensor t ing them or . l t t .ser lesr  Bo 1t  would not  be out  o f lp lece to  havea look at aome of the Lange whlte waterblrds r*rr i"rt-""L lg, hopefulry,l lkely to see anound the watenhoree of the rocai Jt"av area.

There are other.  whl teror pled, waterblrdg of  course,
here ls to tsont outr  the specles a Toowoomba blndei
our3 distniet ,  leavlng the otherg for  a later aaie.  

-
but our pur"poee
mlght see Ln

We w111 deal  wl th aev€n blrds:  Sacned Ibls,  Roya1 Spoonbl l l ,  yelLow-
bt l led Spoonbl l l ,  Catt le Egnet,  Gneat Egret ,  L i t t le Egret  and Inter-medlate Egret  in the hope or c iar i fy lng any-dl f f lcurt les.

s*cre$ {blg (Thneskiornlg aethlopica):  unmistakeble;  head and neckof naked black.  skln;  laregr blaci<,  decurved b111; 
-rrr ' r r rgrr t -C:.p"- '

of prlmary feathera ehow-biack; uina or scarlet, naked skln unden-wlng.

lgval. $po.onbtll I l f "-t*lea 
negla): another easy one because of the19ts black spatulate b111; in bneeding plumage canrles tuft of whlteplumee on the nape (nuchal  p lumes).

Yellow-b111e4-E?oolp,l4. (ptatatea- flavipes ) : generarry slmlrar ln-
slze and colouningTo 'Ehe Royal ,  but  thb spooi-shaped-bf l i - i ; -y" i fo,
as are the legs;  nupt lar  prumes on upper bi-east.  

'

cat t re Ecret  (Ardeola lbtrs) :  a.  smal l , ,  squat egnet.  f las the leaet-
:regant itzz _of_!h9 egrets, wlth e trunctrea apfean*tol at regt.'[on-bnee$r"s 

blrl ls yellow and regs oart ori ie iui"or.r"r, from ad is tance) .
rn breedlng plumage the crown , upper breagt and mantle developplumes of dark buff to clnnarnon coiour; for 

" 
u"1"i-ienlod p"i5" toegg lay lng  the  b111,  face  and regs  may 'beeome redd lsh .

**JFre,E 
(  Egret ta alba):  Tl"^]argcst  of  the four egrets here;with long legs and long neck lt f1sh6s in_ qulte e;6 waten, mostryby  the  ts tand and wa l t r  method;  usua l ly  a lone.

The neck ls long in relat lon to the body (about one and a hal f  tLmes);plronounced kink;  non-breeding b11L 1s y6t1ow ana regs, though var lable,usual ly dark ol ive-grey.
rn breedlng plumage shows long nuptlal plwnes from mantre; bl1r turnsb lack i  }ega b lack .
r f  you are c lose enough, the r l -ne of  the gape extends beyond theeye and the forehead 1s 1ow and f lat .

rmal ler  egret  wtth act ive feedJ.ng
rhallows and sometlmeg daehrr ;-remalns so ln or out of  the br led_
rg plumage conslsta of plunes on

i"f i3":n:l :l:n";iffi.1:cclpta1
rnterrnedlate Esnet (Egnetta lnterrnedia):  the dl f f lcul t  one; not-__--__
9rwel l  easy to  eeparate f rom the gneat  ( targer i  o" - i f t t f "  ina cat t le(  sma l l e r )  .

out  o f  the bneeding season the.  greatr in ter rnedlate and cat t le  a l lhave yellow bl l le. and legs that-appeir--aant. Howev"o tn" lntermedletehas a shorter, thicken neck than lhe great, and the cro'n ig morenounded; l lne of the glpe does not exf,ena 6eyona Cne-eye, as doee thegneat. Durlng courtship the bl lr and upper iegs take on an orange,/
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reddlsh colour.

Slze ls not always a nel lable cr l ter lon,  unless severa:L specles ere
present fon comparlson. At dlstance e lone blndrs s lze may be dl f f -
icul t  to egt lnate.  However s lze should separate great f rom l l t t le
+nd cettler leavlng Just a bit of pnactlce requlred to sort out
lnterrnedlate from the reet. 

Eg_E@
References: The ldaterbl.nds of Australle. National Photognaphlc

Index of Australlan Wi-Idllfe. Angus and Robertson.

The Herong Handbook. HancookrKushlanrGlllrnorrHatrrman.
' publlshed. by Croom HeIm.

l+*tf .r** *)t* *+*

SIGi{TINGS AT THE HABITAT

A couple of lntenestlng sigbtlngs have been neported from the l, Ieter-
b i rd  Habi ta t ,  which augur  wel l  for  l ts  fu ture.

Werve had a repor t  o f  an Austra l lan Pel lcan there ln  August .  The
pellcan ls one blrd which ls so unmlgtakable that non-binders lrnow
what  they are seelng,  so th is ,  comlng as l t  does f rom outs lde the
c1ub ,  shou ld  be  accep tab le .

Lyn Rowan turned up a Buff-banded. Ra1I on September 24. It  wag
aeen f rom the southern end of  Aberdeen Street .  These two repor ts
undengcore what  was eald ln  Newelet ter  #1r9 ( . ru fy) r that  the p l rk
w111 bul ld  up a populat lon of  waterb l rds ln  t lme.

hopefully shont terrn wss the presence of e

*l(* rf.*n *** *lr* 
Ron HoPklnson

Legs in tereet tng and
domest ic  duck.

FIELD DAY FOR OCTOBER

The f le ld tntp for  th is month wi l l  take the forrn of  the specles
census for the Blrd-A-Thon.

We trope you are plannlng to be 1n it.
)Fte.* .xr*.* ,*te;* ***

MEMBERSI BIRD NOTES

Bush Th ick-knee.  27 .9 .87 .  Carbar lah .  AHSo V
Ground Cuckoo-shr lke  .  9 .9 .87 .  rR lngmerer ,  Wl thco t t .  AHS.
Clamor.oug Reed Harbler.  21.9.8?. Waterblnd l labl tat .  REH.
Large-b l l led  Scrubwren.  27 .9 .87 .  Ravensbourne N.P.  AHS.
Parad ise  R l f leb l rd .  27 .9 .87 .  Pa l r  a t  Ravensbourne N.P.  AHS.
RE[I; Ron Hopklnson. AiiS: Ann Shore.
**lt.***.xlf tf .**.*.*+aF.lf 'l{ ***l++t**** tf ttJ(tF**rttf ,F+*'r.t+.*.,t.****r(*.r*#*'r( l+tt.*+r*.***.r.f }*.r+.*

TOOI{OOMBA BIRD CLUB

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIO i l : -  Membens  $ tO .Oo . ,Fan l l l es  $1z .Oo .S tuden ts  $5 .00

ACTIVITIBS:- Fi.e).d day and meet1ry- fourth Sunday of the month.
Camplng tr lps and f lUn and sl1de evenlnga.

NEIfSLEBtER:- Publlshed monthly, prlor to f ield day. Contributlons
are lnvlted and should neach the Edltor by the end of the month.
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