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0F THE T00l^l00MBA AREA"' 'TO ENCOURAGE THE OBSERVATION AND STUDY OF THE BIRDS

N o . 1 5 1 - J u l y  1 9 8 8

F ie l11  Or r t  i ng  t o  t ' he  Lockye r  Va l l ey  and  La id ley  A reas .  Sunday  26 th . June .

ma t  a , - , r ea t  day !  N ine ty - th ree  on  ou r  check l i s t  !  Ye t  no t  many  o f  us  wou ld  have
p r - e d i c t e d  s u c h  a  s a t i s f y i n g  f i e l d  o u t i n g  g i v e n  t h e  g l o o m y  u n p r o m i s i - n g  s t a r t .  B u t

th i s  day  b rough t  new b i rds  f o r  some ,  new acqua in tances  fo r  o the rs  and  new g round

cove red .  f t  was  a l so  a  p leasu re  t o  we l come o ld  b i rd ing  f r i ends ,  make  new ones  and

b e  j o i n e d  b y  a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c  Q . O . S .  m e m b e r ,  D e a n  M o s s  f r o n  R o s e w o o d .

A s  w e  m e t  a t  A p e x  L a k e ,  G a t t o n ,  a  L i t t l e  E a g l e  f l e w  i n  t o  s i t  a n d  e a t  i t s  p r e y

o n  a  p o s t  i n  t h e  l a k e  u n t i l  r o u s e d  b y  D e a n  t o  g i v e  u s  a  q u i c k  l o o k  a t  i t  i n  f l i g h t .
I , Je  moved  on  to  t he  dams  i n  t heg rounds  o f  t he  Queens land  Ag r i cu l t u ra l  Co l l ege  a t

Lawes  to  f i nd  P lu rned  Wh is t l i ng -duck  i n  t he i r  hund reds  and  so  used  to  human  ac t i v i t y

tha t  we  cou ld  obse rve  them qu i t e  c l ose l y  w i t hou t  d i s tu rb ing  them.  Two  Tawny  Grass -

b i rds  we re  g l l r npsed  as  t hey  f l i t t ed  among  the  weeds  bo rde r i ng  the  wa te r  and  S t r i ped

IJoneyea te rs  and  L i t t l e  F r i a rb i rds  we re  busy  i n  nea rby  euca l yp t s .

We  d rove  on  sou thward  th rough  Fo res t  H i l l  t o  t he  l i t t l e  han le t  o f  B lenhe im  where

morn ing  tea  was  en joyed  bu t  l i t t I e  b i rd l i f e  seen .  Howeve r ,  l uck  soon  changed  i n  t he

Mt .  Be r r yman  va1 ley .  Les ley  Bea to r l g  sha rp  eyes  spo t ted  Dusky  Woodswa l l ows  on  the

power l i nes  p lus  dozens  o f  Zeb ra  F inches  w i th  many  o the r  sma l l  b i r ds  a round  too .  The

wooded  va l l ey  h i l l s i de  p roduced  tan ta l i s i ng  g l i r npses  o f  a  rap to r  seeming  to  p lay

h ide  and  seek  i n  t he  t r ees  bu t  we  neve r  ach ieved  a  p rope r  i den t i f i ca t l on .  As  the

va l l ey  c l osed  i n  t he re  was  b i rd  ac t i v i t y  eve rywhere  and  tu rn ing  a  co rne r  ou r  convoy

o f  c a r s  s c a t t e r e d  a  g r o u p  o f  f e m a l e  S a t i n  B o w e r b i r d s  f r o n  r o a d s i d e  t h i c k e t s ,  t h e

b ronze  sheen  on  the i r  backs  p la in l y  t o  be  seen .  Joe  Deub le  f ound  two  Tawny  F rog -

mou ths ,  up r i gh t  and  unmov i -ng ,  f o r  a l l  t he  wo r l d  l i ke  ex ten t i ons  t o  t he  b ranches

they  pe rched  on ,  wh i l e  an  Eas te rn  Sp ineb i l - l  f ed  c l ose  to  t he  road  to  g ra t i f i ed

exc lama t i ons  f rom the  on looke rs .

A t  t he  end  o f  t he  b i t umen  we  checked  ou t  a  qu ie t  c reek  c ross ing  be ing  rewarded  by

a  f l ash  o f  u l t r amar ine  as  an  Azu re  K ing f i she r  sped  pas t  wh i l e  a  Fan - ta i l ed  Cuckoo

gave  us  good  v iews .  Seve ra l  Sa t i n  Bowerb i rds  p reened  themse lves  a f t e r  ba th ing  and

a  Wedge- ta i l ed  Eag le  soa red  ove rhead .

Nex t  s top  -  La id ley .  P len ty  o f  wa te rb i rds  a round  on  a  l a rge  dam,  and  Cocka t i e l s

o v e r h e a d .  H i g h l i g h t s  w e f e  a  p a i r  o f  B l a c k  S w a n s  e s c o r t i n g  a  f l o t i l l a  o f  s i x  t i n y

cygne ts .  A  b reak  fo r  l unch  fo l l owed  as  t he  day  had  warmed  up  and  mos t  we re  i n

u rgen t  need  o f  r e f reshmen t .  One  more  dam nea rby  p roduced  a  pa i r  o f  P ink -ea red

Duc  k .

0n  the  homeward  run  we  took  the  scen i c  rou te  t o  Rope ley ,  h i gh  ove r  t he  h i l l s

w i t h  r n a g n i f i c e n t  v i e w s ,  t h e n  d o w n  t o  e a r t h  a g a i n  t o  f i n d  y e t  m o r e  t o  e n t h r a l l  u s

a t  t he  Rope ley  Rd .  swamp.  Many  more  Wh is t l i ng  Duck  and  va r i ous  o the rs ,  p l t l s

a n o t h e r  s p e c i a l  s i g h t i n g :  A u s t r a l i a n  S h o v e l e r s ,  a l s o  B l a c k  S w a n s .  T h e  b u s h

b o r d e r i n g  t h e  r o a d  h e l d  m o r e  i n t e r e s t  a g a i n ;  W h i t e - t h r o a t e d  H o n e y e a t e r s ,  R u f o u s

W h i s t l e r s ,  W e e b i l 1 s ,  a  R e s t l e s s  F l y c a t c h e r  w h i l e  s e v e r a l  R a i n b o w  B e e - e ' a t e r s

c a v o r t e d  a b o v e  u s .
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T o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  d a y  w e  t u r n e d
where  a  Red -backed  K ing f j she r
w a i t i n g  f o r  u s  t o  m a k e  n o .  9 3

2,

o f f  t he  War rego  H ighway
w a s  r e c e n t l y  s e e n  a n d ,
o n  o u r  l i s t .

t o  v l s i t  a  c e r t a i n  s p o t
su re  enough ,  t he re  he  was ,

Ann Shore

J

T h o s e  p r e s e n t :
Les ley  Bea ton ,  F rank  and  Nancy  Be l che r
Lyn  Rowan ,  Ann  and  John  Sho re ,  R i cha rd
D e a n  M o s s -  V i s i t o r  f r o m  Q . 0 . S .

,  Joe  Deub le ,  Lonn ie  Hogan ,  Ange la  K i lmar t i n ,
Thonas  and  Jane  Wh i te .

B i r d s v i l l e  a n d  B e y o n d .  J u n e  1 9 8 8 .

I  had  been  l ook ing  fo rwa rd  to  t h i s  t r i p  f o r  some  mon ths  and  had  expec ted  a f t e r  good
A p r i l  r a i - n s  a n  i n t e r i o r  i n  g o o d  c o n d i t i o n .  I t  w a s n ' t  q u i t e  a s  g r e e n  a s  I  h a d  b e e n
expec t i ng  bu t  t he re  was  s t i l l  p l en t y  o f  wa te r  l y i ng  a round  and  acconpany ing  the
w a t e r  T  h o p e d  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  l o t s  o f  b i r d l i f e .

The  th ree  days  d r i ve  t o  B i rdsv i l l e  i s  as  a lways  qu i t e  reward ing  desp i t e  a  f ew
h u n d r e d  k i l o m e t r e s  o f  b a d  r o a d  a s  o n e  g e t s  c l o s e  t o  B i r d s v i l l e . E n  r o u t e  t o  h e r e
b i r d s  o f  i n t e r e s t  w e r e  P i n k  C o c k a t o o ,  C h i r r u p i n g  W e d g e b i l l  a n d  H a l l ' s  B a b b l e r .
S p e c i a l  b i r d s  o f  i n t e r e s t  b e i n g  P l u m e d  P i g e o n  a n d  A u s t r a l i a n  D o t t e r e l  w e s t  o f
W indo rah .

F ro rn  B i rdsv i l l e  t he  se r i ous  b i rd ing  began  w i th  some  o f  t he  l a rge r  dunes  sou th  o f
B i rdsv i l l e  be ing  camped  a t  and  checked  ou t .Bes ide  some o f  t hese  dunes  pe rmanen t  o r
nea r  pe rmanen t  wa te r  ho les  have  fo rmed  and  these  a reas  a re  r i ch  i n  w i l d l i f e .  The
f i r s t  b i r d s  o f  n o t e  b e i n g  a  p a i r  o f  F l o c k  P i g e o n s  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  s h a d e  o f  a  L i g n u m
bush ,  w i t h  B lack -ea red  Cuckoos  ca l l i ng  i n  t he  backg round .  C innamon  Qua1 l - t h rush
w e r e  a l s o  c o m m o n  i n  t h e  a r e a .  A s  c a m p  w a s  s e t  u p  a  f l o c k  o f  a b o u t  e i g h t y  L i t t l e
Core l l as  se t t l ed  i n  f o r  a  mea l  on  some nea rby  Paddy  Me lons .  The  c lack ing  o f  t he i r
b i l l s  c o u l d  b e  h e a r d  f r o m  s o m e  d i s t a n c e .

The  reason  fo r  t h i s  t r i p  was  ma in l y  pho tog raph i c  and  I  had  though ts -  i f  f  was  ve ry
lucky -  o f  ge t t i ng  sho !__s -  o f  t he  Grey  and  Ey rean  Grasswrens .  The  fo l l ow ing  day  I  se t  oa t
l ook ing  fo r  t he  Grey  Grasswren .  Head  i n  t he  a i r  and  l ook ing  fo r t y  f ee t  ahead  o f  me
I  c rep t  a round  a  L lgnum bush  and  was  su rp r i sed  by  a  Wes te rn  Ta ipan  nea r  my  fee t
When  I  go t  my  co lou r  back  and  swapped  b inocu la rs  f o r  camera  a l l  I  managed  to
pho tog raph  was  i t s  t a i l .  Howeve r  ,  I  saw  a  second  snake  l a te r  on  and  d id  manage
to  ge t  some  pho tos .  Meanwh i l e  t he  Grey  Grasswren  was  seen  f requen t l y ,  and  i n  f ac t
I  s a w  f i v e  i n  o n e  b u s h ,  b u t  t h e  p h o t o s  I  g o t  w e r e  o f  t h e  " s p o t  t h e  b i r d  "  t y p " .
Ano the r  b i rd  seen  tha t  was  o f  i n te res t  f r om a  d i s t r i bu t i on  po ln t  o f  v j - ew  was  a
C h e s t n u t  T e a l .

The  Ey rean  Grasswren  p roved  e lus i ve  t ha t  day  bu t  w i t h  ano the r  day  to  be  spen t  he re
I  w a s  s t i l l  h o p e f u l .  A s  i t  t u r n e d  o u t  I  g o t  e x c e l l e n t  l o o k s  a t  t h e  E y r e a n s  o n
th ree  occas ions ,  and  a t  one  s tage  wa tched  two  adu l t s  f eed ing  an  immatu re  b i rd  f o r
m o r e  t h a n  t w e n t y  m i n u t e s .

I t  w a s  w i t h  a  l i t t l e  s a d n e s s  t h a t  w e  l e f t  t h i s  s c e n i c  p l a c e  b u t  t i m e  w a s  m o v i . n g  o n
and  I  was  de te rm ined  to  t r y  some  Cass ia  bush  coun t r y  f u r t he r  down  the  t rack  i n  t he
hope  o f  f i nd ing  Banded  Wh i te face .  The  wa lk  he re  t o  a  Wh i te face  s i t e  rn ras  one  o f
seve ra l  k i l ome t res  and  wou ld  have  been  qu i t e  en joyab le  excep t  f o r  t he  f l i es  and
mosqu i toes .  They  a t t acked  us  i n  d roves  and  i nbe tween  swa ts  I  d i d  manage  to  see
f i v e  b i r d s .  T h e s e  l i k e  o t h e r  W h i t e f a c e s  s e e m  t o  b e  c o n s t a n t l y  o n  t h e  m o v e  m a k i n g
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p h o t o g r a p h y  d i f f i c u l t  .

O u r  n e x t  p o r t  o f  c a l l  a f t e r  t h r e e  d a y s  o f  m o s t l y  l e i s u r e l y  d r i v i n g  w i - t h  m a n y  s t o p s
f o r  p h o t o g r a p h y  w a s  N o c c u n d r a .  N o t  a  t o w n  a s  s u c h  j u s t  a  p u b ,  a  t r a n s p o r t a b l e
schoo l room and  a  f ew  ca ravans .  The  camp ing  he re  i s  qu i t e  en joyab le  w l t h  t he  W i l son
R ive r  p rov id ing  a  n i ce  se t t i ng  espec ia l l y  w i t h  seve ra l  Pe l i cans  sw imming  by  on
s u n s e t .  T w o  d a y s  w e r e  s f e n t  h e r e  w i t h  t h e  o n l y  b i r d  o f  l n t e r e s t  b e i n g  a  P a i n t e d
H o n e y e a t  e r .

I n  a l l  an  en joyab le  t r i p  and  one  wh ich  I  can  h igh l y  recommend  to  anybody  p rov ided
they  don ' t  go  i n  summer  and  a re  we l l  p repa l red  fo r  t he  remo teness  o f  t he  a rea .

Pa t  McConne l l

Q . 0 . S .  B i r d  C o u n t s .

A t  ve ry  sho r t  no t i ce  t he  c lub  l ea rn t  t ha t  t hese  even ts  we re  now to  be  he ld  b i -
annua l l y ;  a  w in te r  one  each  May  as  we l l  as  a  sp r i ng  one  i n  Oc tobe r .  A f t e r :  i n i t i a l l y
say ing  no  and  aga in  rece i v i ng  an  appea l  t o  co l l ec t  da ta  f r om the  usua l  i - " r ea  tha t  we
c o v e r '  w e  m u s t e r e d  w h a t  t r o o p s  w e  c o u l d  e n a b l i n g  t w o  p a r t i e s  t o  c o u n t  i n  t h e
Ga t ton  and  La id ley  a leas .Ron  Hopk inson  and  Ann  Sho re  checked  the  g rounds  o f  t he
Q . A . C .  a t  L a w e s ,  w e n t  o n  s o u t h - e a s t  t h r o u g h  F o r e s t  H i l l  t o  B l e n h e i m  a n d  t h e  M t .
B e r r y m a n  V a l l e y  a n d  t h e n  r i g h t  u p  t h e  L a i d l e y  V a l l e y .  W i t h  a l l  t h e  d a m s  a n d  c r e e k s
fu l l  t o  ove r - f l ow ing  and  the  coun t r y  l ook ing  g reen  and  re f reshed  desp i t e  t he
au tumn  season  and  the  wea the r  s t i l l  sunny  and  rn i l d  on  25  May ,  t hey  had  an
exce l l en t  day ' s  b i rd ing .  A  fea tu re  was  the  huge  number  o f  P lumed  Wh is t l i ng  Ducks
s e e n  a n d  a n o t h e r  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r a p t o r s  a b o u t ;  n o s t  n o t e a b l e  b e i n g  t w o  W h i t e - b e l l i e d
S e a - e a g l e s  s i t t i n g  q u i e t l y  i n  t a I l  t r e e s  o v e r l o o k i n g  a  b i g  d a r n .

Ann Shore

Ju l y  Ou t  i ng .

T o  U p p e r  F l a g s t o n e  C k .  T h e  m e e t i n g  p l a c e  w i l l  b e  a t  t h e  M c K e n z i e  S t .  e n d  o f  t h e
W a t e r  B i r d  H a b i t a t  o n  S u n d a y  J u l y  2 4  t h .  a t  7 . 4 5  a m .  t o  l e a v e  a t  8 . O O  a m .  V i s l t o r s
a r e  m o s t  w e l c o m e .  F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a c t  A n g e l a  o n  3 8 2 4 0 4 .

A u e u s t  O u t  i n g .

Ped r^ rood  pa rk -  Leade r  Ange Ia  K i l r na r t i n .

Execu t i ve  Members  Needed .

T h i s  y e a r  a  l o t  o f  t h e  c l u b ' s  e x e c u t i v e  w i l l  b e  r e t i r i n g .  T h e  p o s i t i o n s  w h i c h  w i l l
d e f i n i t e l y  b e  v a c a t e d  a r e  P r e s i d e n t ,  T r e a s u r e r ,  E d i t o r  a n d  L i b r a r i a n .  N o m i n a t i o n s
f o r  t h e  o t h e r  p o s i t i o n s  a r e  a l s o  w e l c o m e .

S . S . S .  m o n t h .

M e m b e r s  a r e  r e m i n d e d  t h a t  J u l y  i s  a n  S . S . S .  m o n t h  s o  p l e a s e  g e t  t h o s e  s h e e t s
f i l l e d  1 n .
O n  t h e  t o p i c  o f  c h e c k l i s t s :  m e m b e r s  a r e  a s k e d  t o  g e t  t h e i . r  l i s t s  b a c k  t o  A n g e l a  a s
s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  a s  t h e  C l u b ' s  y e a r  i s  c o m i n g  t o  a n  e n d  a n d  A n g e l a  w a r i t s  t o  g e t  a l l
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  u p  t o  d a t e  b e f o r e  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  c h a n g e o v e r . I t  w o u l d  a l s o  b e
a p p r e c i a t e d  i f  u n u s e d  l i s t s  c o u l d  b e  r e t u r n e d  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  T h a n k  y o u .
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I n fo rma t  i on  Needed .

I n f o r m a t i o n  l s  n e e d e d  o n  t h e  n e s t i n g  s i t e s  o f  t h e  S t r i a t e d  P a r d a l o t e  f o r  t a p e
reco rd ing  pu rposes .  Th i s  i s  needed  by  an  Amer i can  woman  who  i s  resea rch ing  b i rd
ca11s .  Fo r  more  i n fo rma t i - on  con tac t  Ange la .

M e m b e r s '  B i r d  N o t e s .

Rose Robin 4 /  5  /88 2 l  Sylvan Ct  .  I ' lJ  .
Wh i te -be l l i ed  Sea -eag le  25 /5 /88  Lagoon  a t  co rne r  o f  l l u l . gow ie  and

B lenhe im  Rds .  AHS.
G r e a t  C r e s t e d  G r e b e  ( 2 )  5 / 5 / 8 8  H o o d s .  A H S .  L B .
S q u a t t e r  P i g e o n  5 / 5 / 8 8  H e l i d o n  D i p  A H S .  L B .
M a r s h  H a r r i e r  2 6 / 5 / 8 8  H o o d s  A K .
T o p k n o t  P i g e o n  / 5 / 8 8  4 0  M a b e l  S t .  A K .
M u s k  L o r i k e e t  2 5 / 5 / 8 8  ' r  r r  r l

W h i t e - h e a d e d  P i g e o n  r !  ' ,  r r  r r  r r  '

Red*backed  K ing f i she r .  F i r s t  seen  on  5  t h .  June  Th i s  b i rd  has  s tayed  a round
th rough  June  and  may  s t i l l  be  seen  on  the  He l i don /F lags tone

C k .  r d .  a p p r o 4 i , 4 a t e l y  0 . 7  k m .  p a s t  t h e  C a r p e n d a l e  t u r n o f f  h e a d i n g  s o u t h . L o o k
abovc gcll iv lc' lfcrbd*.

LB-  Les ley  Bea ton ;  MJ -  Mar i l yn  Jacobs ;  AK-  Ange la  K i l r na r t i n ;  AHS-  Ann  Sho re .

TOOWOOMBA BIRD CLUB
A N N U A L  S U B S C R I P T I O N : - M e n b e r s  $ 1 0 . 0 0 .  F a m i l i e s  $ 1 2 . 0 0 .  S t u d e n t s  9 5 . 0 0 .
A c t i v l t i e s : - F i e l d  d a y  a n d  m o n t h J y - m e e t i n g -  f o r r t h  S u n d a y  o f  e a c h  m o n t h .

Camp ing  t r i ps  and  f i lm  and  s l i de  even ings .
N e w s l e t t e r : -  P u b l i s h e d  m o n t h l y ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i e l d  d a y .  C o n t r i b u t i o n s  a r e

i n v i t e d  a n d  s h o u l d  r e a c h  t h e  E d l t o r  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  m o n t h .


