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IITO ENCOURAGE THE OBSERVATION AND STUDY OF THE BIRDS OF THE TOOWOOMBA.AREA"

No. 155 - November 1988
REPORT ON TTM BIRD-A-THCN - SUNDAY d OCTOBER 1

This years Bird-a thon was a fantastic success both in nunbers of species seenand money raised. So far the Club has received over $?O.OO with stil1 more to come,whire the number of species seen was an unbel ievabte 151. This represent s gg % ofal l  the species recorded in the Toowoomba.i""-""a to see this number in one day isan effort  of  which the crub should be, very proud. Part ic ipants were thankful  though,that the count was on sunday and. not saturaiy. saturday was Hor and DRy; withsunday looking rike it wourd be the samer crirb rnembers thought they in for a torrj.dt ime' Howeverr sunday was cooler!  A fact which the birds must have arso haveappreciated because they turned out in nunbers.

qu i te  a  few,  were  pa in ted  But ton  Qua i l ,
ced Phalaroper Squat^r,er pi6eon, Li t i ie
Masked Woodswallow and Wtrite irowed Wood_
once or twice a year whi le others aay not

rt  should also be rernembered that october is a seasonal species survey (s.s.s.  )month and this l ist  of  species along with the sectors in wrr icrr  they were recordedis a bonus for the club.

Thanks very much to those who part ic ipated. could those members who st i l l  have moneyoutstanding, please forward i t  to the Treasurer as soon aa possible.

pat McConnell

A I"IESSAGE F?OM THE EDITOR

The CIub needs more menbers to f i l l  in the
information on the bird inhabitants of the
accurate picture of the study 8r€Bo f  am tr
menbers of the Toowoonba area a checklist :
for that early morning stroll to record thr
rheets to Pat McConnel l .

Also, any art icres that you feel  may be of interest to menbere in the forrowingnonths would be appreciated.
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MINUTES OF THE A.G.M. OF TTM TOOWOOMBA BIRD CLUB INC.

1. OPIINING OF I'IELTING: The Presidentrlesley Beaton declared the meeting open at
f f i o m e d a ] . I t h o s e i " " " " ' ' i a t t h e H a r I a x t o n N e i g h b o u r h o o d C e n t r e
on Tuesday 18 tir october 1988. Eleven members were present as per attendance book,

2. APOIPGIE"S: Received from Enid and Diana BeaI, Gloria Glass, Joe Deuble, Angela
TlInarffi, Lyn Rowanr Cath McGratfr, franlc-B"f"n"t, Lonnie Hogan, Julie OrConnor,
Bi l I  & Ei leen JoIIy and Jane White.

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS A.G.M. These were pubJ.ished in the Newsletter No.14t ot
t h e t a b 1 e t o b e r e a d . T h e P r e s i d e n t a s k e d i f m e m b e r s

were in agreement for a motion to be passed for the adoption of these minutes.
A motion to this effect was noved by Mari lyn Jaeobs.
Seconded by Pat M"ConneII. AIl in favour. Carried.

4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM TIiE HINUIES: NiI

5. PRESIDET'ITtS REPORT:tesley Beaton reported on the past yearrs activitiee and
achievements.
(see separate report  to be pr inted in November Newsletter.)
The President moved that her report be adopted.
Seconded by Barbara lYeller. All in favour. Carried.

6. IIiEASUBERtS REPORS: Acting Treasurerrleelcy Beaton, reported on the Clubr I -
f inances.
(See separate report  to be pr inted in November Newslet, t ,er.)

Leslg' explained that the Clubrs books had been audited by Laurie Atzeni, as in
previous yearsr as so far i t  had proved impossibte to f ind a Registered Accountant
to do thisr as was required by Incorporation regulations. This task would now
have io be faced by the incomin6 tranagement committee and the Auditor named ;
as should been done at thl,e meeting.

Lesley moved that her report- on the table for members to read - should be accepted
Seconded try John Shore. A11 in favour.  Carr ied.

7. ITLECTION O[ OFFICERS TO THE MANAGE]IENT COMMITTFFI: As the retiring Presidentr
enained in the chair  to conduct

the elect ion of new off icers.
The only nominat ion received to date was that for:-
President -  Angela Ki lmart in

nominated by Ann Shore, seconded by Lesley Beatcn.
Nominat ions for other posit ions were received from the f loor as fol lowss-
Secretary:-  Ann Shore

nominated by Lesley Beaton, seconded by Mari lyn Jacobs.
Records Off icer/Vice President:-  Pat McConnel l

noninated by Laurie Atzeni,  seconded by Anr Shore.
Treasurer,/Librarian: -Keith Treschman

nominated by Barbara U{eIIer, seconded by Nancy Belcher.
Editor : -Barbara lYeller

nominated by Lesley Beaton, seconded by Norrna Thomas

As al l  nominees accepted the nominat ions and no other nominat ions were received
they were duly declared electedo

B. APPoil'trMENT oF THE AUDrroR:
appointment had to be left

Due to the previously explained regsons this
to the incoming committee.



) . CLOSE OF MEIITING.: The meeting closed
@y General Meeting,
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at 8.21 potro ard members remained for the
to be recorded in the Minute Book.

These form par t  of  a very long chemical
t h i s  i s  p resen t  i n  t he  nuc leus  o f  a l l  ce l1s .

Signed

JUST FOR THE RECORD

Secretary 21 October 1988

I should l ike to say a very big rr thank you'r  to ret i r ing President,  Lesley Beaton,
who has not only been a most enthusiast ic,  hard working and eff ic ient f igure-head for
the CIub during her term of of f ice but has also combined this with the onerous task
of Treasurer when we were unable to persuade anyone else to take t lb lo on. fn addit ion
she has many times willingly come to my rescue and done jobs which should by rights
have been part  of  the Secretaryrs dut ies, but which by l iv ing out of town, f  have
often found hard to perform. Without her help and support in so many ways a difficult
and busy year might wel l  have become imposeible. So tr thank you, Lesleyr a thousand i , . ; . "
t imesf r  .  .  

r ' . - i

May I also put on the record my grateful thanks to the other members of our Executivb,
who are now changing posit ions on the Committee, Angela Ki lmart in and Pat McConnel l
and to ret i r ing l ibrar ian Nancy Belcher.  Again, without their  help we could not have
achieved so much over the past few ]€arsr

To the new members of the incoming Execut ive, Barbara WeIIer as Editor and Keith
Treschman as Treasurer/Librar ian and to Angela and Pat,  who are taking on new respon-
sibi l i t ies, f  say rrrVelcome, good birding and may you get as much enjoyment from lhe
c lubrs  ac t iv i t ies  as  I  do  -  no t  to  ment ion  a l l  add i t iona l  exc i tements  o f  new and spec ia l
s igh t ings !  r l

Ann Shore

Footnote to An6ela: Donrt  break any more bones and get strong soono VJe need you in
one piece!

BEST .VISHES TO ANGELA: Angela recent ly had the misfortune to break a Ieg in three

f f i t i m e i n h o s p i t a 1 . W e a I I w i s h y o u a s p e e d y r e c o v e r y a n d h o p e
you can s t i l l  a t tend the  R.A.O.U.  Congress  and Canpout .

I ld i to r .

CI,ASJIFICATION OF BIRDS Par t  1  o f  ]

B i rds ,  a long w i th  a l l  o ther  l i v ing  th ings ,  have been c lass i f ied  on  the  bas is  o f  anatomy.
However ,  func t ion  s .hapes  anatomy.  So,  i t  i s  poss ib le  fo r  two d is tac t l y  re la ted  spec ies
to look al i l<e in sorne features because they solved a funct ional requrremeni in thr r*rme

t -  wd lo  ( tn is  i s  ca l led  convergent  evo lu t ion . )
Recent ly ,  a  techn ique us ing  D.N.A.  ana lys is  has  a l lowed a  recons t ruc t ion  o f  av ian
re la t  ionsh ips .
Features  o f  a  b i rd  a re  cont ro l led  by  genes.
c a l l e d  D . N . A .  ( d e o x y r i b o n u c l e i c  a c i d ) ,  a n d

D.N.A. is a double strand of mater ial .  St icking out from each strand is a sequence of
four  d i f fe ren t  chemica ls  (bascs) .  They  are  re femed to  as  A,  T f  Cr  G.  (Aden ine ,  lhymine,
Cytosine, Guanine.) The pattern of these determines each geler Now, A on one strand is
always bonded to T on the other,  and C to 3.
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The ex ten t  c f  d i f fe rence be tween the  D.N.A.  o f  two spec ies  is  a  measure  o f  how c lose ly
they  are  re la ted .

There are 2 OOO OOO OOO pairs of these bases in the D.N.A. of birds. The matching is
done by the folLowing experiment.

Boi l ing breaks the bonds between the two strands of D.N.A. A single strand from one
species is placed with a single strand from a di f ferent species, and the mixture is
coo led .
I there A is opposite T and C opposite G, bonding occurs. The fewer changes there have
been in the sequence, the nore bonds can result .

- l + -

A barr ier,  usrral ly a geographical  one, can divide
Over t ime, changes occur in the genes so that the
for each populat ion. Vihen signi f icant di f ferences
Ionger breed with each other,  and they have thus

*'l<iw, "tiie nrixture
low t 'emperature.
the  s t rands .  So,

.s9giE.
This  method is
conparison of

a single species into two populatr
sequence o f  bases  in  the  D.N.A.  d i l
accumulate, the populat ions can no

become two dist inct species.

+2,
reheated. f f  few bonds were abler, form, the strands coneS

f many bonds formed, it will r-equire a higner. temi:erature
i
I
t

apart  at  a
to  separa te
is  in  eachLempera ture  is  an  ind ica l iqn  o f  how s imi la r  the  D.N.Ao

a more accurate way of showing relat ionships between the birds than a
their  anatomy.

Adapted  f rom
J.Ah lqu is t  in

rrReconstruct ing ts ird
S c i e n t i f i c  A m e r i c a n ,

Ke i th  Treschman

Phy logeny by_Compar ing  D.N.A. 's ' r  by  C.S ib tey  and
February 1985.

NovEl" lBER ourrNc: This wi l l  be herd on sunday I  z7th l {ovember in the Hel idon Hi1ls area.
Please meet at the i lef idon Picnic Ground at ?. jO a.m. Leacler Ann Shore.

CIIRISTI ' IAS BRIIAK UP PARTI: On. iunday, 4th December we wiI I  gather at the Toowoomba
S t ' a t 1 2 n o o n f o r a b a r - b - q u e t u n r n ( g . y . o . f o o d ) . A s w i m m i n g

poo l  i s  ava i lab le  so  br ing  your  ba thers .  A f te r  lunch,  we w i lL  do  some b i rd ing  in  the
extensive grounds. Contact Ann Shore for more information. AlL welcome'.

NEI'J I.{Ill.,lBl;RS: A cordial welcome to a new member Barbara VJi lson and to a ne ioined member
Bob Vieiss. lYe hope your associat ion with us is a long and happy one wit i r
reward ing  b i rd ing .

CALENDARS: \ |Je have a number of R.A.O.U. calenclars avai lable now, pr ice $9.oO. These
contain many beaut i ful  bird photo6raphs, are pjcod value ancl make ideal Christmas gi f ts
fo r  send ing  overseas .  Contac t  Ann Shore ,  Shore lands ,  Wi thco t t ,  M.S.  224 Toowoornba,  q ld
It15l  or pl .nse phone 0'76 7oa2o?.

" '#hat ' s  Lh is  s t range pa le  do t te re l  ,  pa t?r r
I  aske{as  we met  on  the  dam wa l l  o f  the  lagoono
A qu ick  check  w i th  h is  te lescope.
' r l t  cou ldnr t  be  a  i )ha la rope? i l  was  h is  answer .
te looked at each other with that fanat ical .
6leam that twitchers get.  r ' ie started a fast
t ro t  to  ge t  cLoser  to  the  b i rd .

" fs this a I tEG/iTICK?',  inquired . iohn mildly.
' r l h i s  ( s p l u l t e r ,  s p l u t t e r ) ,  t h i s  i s  a  c o s m i c
m i n d - f . . r . r t t t f

5o started the eventful  morning when Lhe
Red-necked Pha larope was seer  ident i f ied ,
t i cked,  re - t i cked,  photographed,  and weI I
and truly admired. f  rernember so wel l -  Lhat

the Rcd-nccltcd- Phel*opc - photo B.tfcllen
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; i Ist  heart  stopJr ing mofierr t  when the ' rprobable-possiblei l  game hecame a def ini te sight ing.' t i ihen, with much page f l icking, we had narrowed i t  aorrn to the Red-necked phalarope.

In i t ia l ) i r  we were  so  care fu l  ,  so  wor r ied  wefd  f r igh ten  i t . r ,Ve 'd  take  two s teps ,  thenwatch i t ,  i -ake two steps more o .  .  .  .

The niost erci t ing t ime for me was rvhen Pat had gone to buy some f i lm and we were lef tw i th  ins t ruc t ions  to  keep an  eye on  i t .  The day  was ge t t ing  
" " . *  

by  now so  John and Isat on the Srass at the lagoon edge. The Phalarope came pict<ing i ts vray towards us unt i li t  was  about  one and a  ha l f  met res  away. ' J /e  jus t  sa t  and watched as  i t  bus ied  i t se l f
feeding ei ther in the mud or by swimming in ihe shal-rows.
This bird has now passed into the annals of our CIub with count less birdos from alL over
south-east . iueensland and northern Neu South $rales eoming to see i t .  ! .or those st iLl
unsure  o f  a IJ  t 'he  fuss ,  th is  i s  the  second s igh t ing  (uno i r i c ia l )  o f  th is  b i rd  in  queens-land.  f t  b reeds  in  the  Arc t i c ,  and is  no t  o f tJn  seen fu r ther  south  than New Guinea,  andvery  ra re ly  seen in  Aus t ra l ia .  , cer ta in ly  a  b i rd  rvor th  t i ck ing .
P.S.  I t  was  las t  seen round about  29 .10 .88 .

Lesley Beaton

Thank you Les ley  fo r  th is  in te res t ing  ar t i c le  on  a  very  ra re  s ighL ing  indeed.  fn  the
nex t  News le t te r  Pat  McConne l l  w i lL  g ive  a  repor t  on  the  nore  techn ic i t  de ta i l s  o f  the
Red-necked Pha larope.

Ud i  to r

I,HUSIDENTIS RE}'ORT

1988 has  been a  very  d i f f i cu l t  bu t  rnos t  success fu l  year  fo r  the  CIub .
I los t  success fuL  in  the  *sense lha t  two major  p ro jec ts  were  car r ied  ou t ;  very  d i f f i cu l t
because o f  the  commi t tee  work  these en ta iLed.

PROJECT l :  lncorporat ion of the CIub. This has been the dominant thrust for 1988. There
was a large amount of paper work involved, but i t  is very sat isfying to see those three
le t te rs ,  fNC,  a f te r  our  r rd rn€o

PROJHCT 2: l | /aterbird Harbi tat  Information iJoard. over $9oC was raised through grants,
46ff i ;  ernr l  the Bird-a-thon to buird the information board. vJi th the help of the v/est-
b rook  Tra in ing  Cent re  the  suppor t  s t ruc tu re  i s  now s tand ing  in  the  Hab i ta t .  The i l lus -
t ra t ions  and perspex  are  s t i l t  to  be  f ina l i zed  in  the  near  fu tu re .
The CIub cont inues  to  be  invo lved w i th  pub l i c i t y  ven tures  such as  the  Hobby-n-Cra f t
Spec tacu la r .  B i rd  

" \ ieek  
d isp lays ,  e tc . ,  and we are  we l l -known in  b i rd ing  c i l c les  inpar t i curar ,  and roowoomba and d is t r i c t  i s  fa r  nore  aware  o f  us .

F o u r  n e w  b i r d s  h a v e  b e e n  a d d e c i  L o  t h e  C l u b  l i s t  s i n c e  t h e  I a s t  A . G . M . ;  L e s s e r  G o l d e n
r  

P lover . r .  Lewin 's  l la i . l r i l h imbre l  ,  Red-necked Pha larope.  Th is  makes ?r9  fo r  the  lo : ;a l  s tudy\ r  a rea .  What  w i l l  nc .  25O be ?

our  membersh ip  re ;na ins  fa i r l y  s ta t i c ,  we ga in  a  few,  re  lose  a  few.  Luck i l y  we have somany members who support  us even though most of their  contact is through t le newsletter.
The l ibrary is not used as often as we would l ike. Newer members should take advantage
of  the  books ,  magaz ines  and news le t te rS tha t  a re  ava i lab le .  f ,e  rece ive  regu la r  news le t te rs
f rom seven organ iza t ionsr  as  we l l  as  Aus t ra l ian  "v i i ld l i fe "  and Br i t i sh  , 'B i rds , ,  magaz ines .
The s ign i f i can t  ccncern  a t  the  moment  i s  the  growing  cos ts  o f  runn ing  the  C lub  w i th  the
dwindl ing resources. However,  the Tocwoomba tsird Club has survived worse moments, and
except  fo r  f inances ,  I  be l ieve  the  CIub  has  never  looked in  be t te r  shape.  There  are  a
number  o f  very  ac t ive  member .s r  more  b i rd ing  in fo rmat ion  is  coming in to  the  Record 's
o f f i cer  than a t  any  o ther  t ime l  cor respondence and contac t  w i th  I i k "  o rg"n iza t ions  has
never  been be t te r r  and our  vo ice  is  respec ted  and cons idered on  a  number  o f  re levant
top ics  by  such bod ies  as  the ' ,T ; r te r  Resources  Commiss ion ,  the  ts r i sbane C i ty  Counc i I ,  e tc .
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Aiter seven years on the Committeeo three as President,  I  have seen the Club grow fromstrength to strength. Though f  look forward to taking a back seatr l  know I wl i l  missbeing involved with the CIubrs progress" r  wish the incoming comnit tee al l  the bestfor 1989 and thank^sincerely thl  f r iends r have worked with over the rast few years,
especial ly the 1t88 committee who have supported me and the Club so ably.

Les ley  Beaton ,  Pres ident .

I t  was reluctant ly decided at the October general  meeting to raise +-he subscript ion
to  $1J .  Much d is r :uss ion  was g iven to  th is  dec i .s ion  in  the  hope tha t  we cou ld  avo id  i t ,
but unfortunately i t  was impossible.

The pr int ing and post ing of the newsletter alone was only just covered by the previous
subscript ion, but with the recent increase in postage this-6ld not be so.
Incorporat ion also means extra costsl  each year we have to pay an incorporat ion feeprus a publ ic l iabi l i ty insurance. These two i tems amount to more t t ran i8o p".--yu"".
As  weI I ,  Lhe cash book  needs to  be  aud i ted ,  and a t  th is  s tage i t  looks  as  i f  we, re
unable to f ind an honorary auditor.  This may mean an addit ional cal l  on our funds.
/vhen incorporat ion was f i rst  mooted everyone real izecl  the necessity,  gn5! the cost
this would entai l .  The welfare of the Club and i ts members was paramount,  therefore
incorpora t ion  was inev i tab le .

As  ord inary  and fami ly  membersh ips  rece ive  the  same benef i t s  f rom the  C lub  ie .  the
news ie t te r ,  i t  was  dec ided tha t  the  subscr ip t ion  wor r ld  be  the  sdn€o

Ord inary  and Fami ly  membersh ips  -  $1J .OO
Student  membersh ip  -  $1O.OO

The Toowoomba f l i rd club has always had strong support ing members. ' . , !h ire funds are 1ow
many members have ral l ied to Lhe cause by raising money in the Bird-a-thon, donat ing
merchand ise  fo r  us  to  seLr ,  o r  by  s t ra j .gh t  donat ion . . . .

PLUAST; SUPt.OitT THL CLUB IN 1989.


