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F-rom the Editor

Wil l  you Sponsor a $i i ld DucE?

As dawn broke recent ly over the serene Lake Buloke in Victor ia two batt les erupted.
The f ly ing pel lets of the hunters against the ducks -  and the batt le of the conseryat-
ionists against the hunters. 7 OOO shooters were dotted around the lake IOO kn. N.Vrt .
of  Melbourne for the opening day of the duck season. The protest against the Victor ian
and N.S.! ! .  annual-  duck hunt has been raging for f ive yeara. There are 15O OOO l icensed
shooters in Victor ia and each has a bag l imit  of  10 birds. Hunters are supposed to be
ab le  to  ident i f y  spec ies ,  par t i cu la r ly  p ro tec ted  b i rds  bu t  V ic to r ian  Depar tment  o f
lonservat ion and lands est imate that s ince 19?9 over 5 OOO protected birds have been
shot.  The ones that die quickly are in fact the 1ucky onesf '
' l 'hese bir :ds ingeot gr i t  to help digedt their  food. f f  they pick up lead shot by mistake
lhey develop lead poisoning and die a slow, agonising death. The lead also pol l .utes the
wetlands. Cruelty is a major issue in the duck hunt ing batt le.  A scatter gun cannot hi t  /
a smal"]  duck in the brain or heart  but i t  can hi t  a wing or rump leaving a wounded or I
cr ippled duck. The f inal  count of protected bircls in Victor ia which were ki . I led on open-
ing day amounted to 450. Of these 87 were freckled duck, a highly endangered species
whose numbers and breeding si tes have been dwindl ing over recent years. I ' lore than ' lOO
bi rds  were  wounded.  In  N.S.VJ .  more  than )O dead pro tec ted  spec ies  were  p icked up  by
conservat ionists and over 1oo wounded birds were treated. other protected species that
are shot eacl-r  year include swanr ibis,  spoonbi l l ,  pel ican, heronr cormorants, blue-
bi l led and musk duck. A high percentage of nat ive waLerbirds are wounded and cr ippled
e;rch season. Between l iJ l  and 1975, the Department of Conservat ion, l 'orests and Lands
x-r i ryed 45 ooo l iv ing game birds at serendip wirdl i fe Reserve. g.z% had been wounded
. ' rnd survived. This does not take into account the birds who have cl fed fron their  in jur ies.

l l i lJ-  you sponsor a wi ld duck or give a donat i-on bo help the f ight against duck shoot ing?
l3y sponsoring a wi ld duck, your money wi l l  enable the ducL rescue team to retr ieve aII
species of wounded waterbirds. Funds rmy also be used to rnorrnt a Iegal ehal lenge to duck
shoot ing  th rough the  cour ts .  P lease use the  fo rm on l "hn  bark  pa6e fo r  donat ions .  Donat ions
' - t re  tax  deduct ib re '  An imal  L ibera t ion  d isp lays  ev idence o f  p ro tec ted

waterb i rds  be ing  shot  dur ing  the  open ing  o f  the
1 987 duck  season

SPONSOR A WILD DUCK
CAMPAIGN OFFICE
C/-  An imal  L ibera t ion V ic tor ia
Room 1 7 ,  F loor  5 ,
3 7 Swanston Street
Melbourne
AU STRALIA 3OOO
(03)  650 91 74 (03)  650 4554
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Report on the Field Outing held on 2]rd April to Redwood Park!

f  must say I  was impressed with the extraordinari ly large group of birders gatherer l  at  the \
t -he top of Redwood Park despite the threat of rain.Fortunately,  we only struck inter-
mit tent dr izzle and were able to complete the waLk ( interspersed with sl ipst)  to t t re
bot tom in  about  J  hours  l i s t ing  41  spec ies  in  a l l .
A male Regent tsowerbird dazzled everyone at the top end and with such a good start ,
hopes were high for s ight ing the Powerful  OwI which had been seen in recent t imes along
[he creek. However,  such birds are never to be found when you want then! Spectacled
F"lycatchers and Rufous fantai ls were st i l - l  present and a Crested Shrike-t i t  co-operated
for everyone. A f lock of King Parrots at the bottom end provided a colourful  ending to
the  wa lk .

Michae l  A tzen i .

Members Present:  Keith Treschman, Barbara Wilson, Marion i3uchanan, Barbara lVel}er,  Al ison
tr)vans, Michael Atzeni,  Richard Thomis. Jul ie OrConnor,  Angela Ki lmart in,
Gwenyth Chappel l ,  John Chappel l ,  Shaun OrBrien, Ann Shore.

Visi tors:  Tom Tarrant,  Nita Shipway, Michel l"e Thompson, Nina Thompson, Kendal l -  Shore,
Adam OfDonoghue, Margaret Kr immer.

Reed tr l larbler Project:

The purposse of this project is to record the presence of Reed Warblers when they arr ive
in spr ing and when they leave in autumn, and i f  any birds over-winter etc.  This can be
done by observat ion or by ident i fy ing their  songo The project also hopes to recrui t  as
many banders as possible to work in al l  areas of Austral ia and hopeful ly t ry to track .-
sone of the paths u6ed by the Reed lVarblers in their  migrat ion. The Reed Warbler is a
poorly studied species and this is an ideal opportunity for interested people to contr ib-
ute to a major bird studyr

Wr i te  to  Bob Reed -  Warb le r  Pro jec t ,
Short trand Wetlands Project,
P .O.  Box  1JO,  Wal lsend.
N.S.W .  2287.

Q.O.S.  In land Safar i :

Q.O.S. Inc. is organising a Bird Tr ip to South lYest Queensland, V,/estern New South Walos,
and the Victor ian Mal lee, depart ing Brisbane on the 25th August 1p8t and returning on
15th September. In part icular they wi l l  be looking for rare and endenic birds of the
areas, (eg. P1ains V{anderers, Grass Wrens etc).  The torrr  leader is special ist  Orni thclogist
guide Rob Ulvish from Field Biosearch, assisted try his wife,  Jenny. Cost is $12OO, ex
tsr isbane, and includes al l  accomodation, meals and transport ,  camping gearr entrance fees,
gu ide ,  cook ,  and dr iver  e tc .  P lease contac t  Sue Heuss le r  on  0?1-46?261,  o r  a t  P .O.Box52t
Nambour 455O, for further detai ls and a ful l  i t inerary. ,
World Environment Day:

The Toowoomba Bird Club will hold a display at World Environmental Day on Sunday 4th June
at Lake Annand. Anyone wi l l ing to help on the stal l  phone Angela.

New Members: We welcome the fol lowing members to the cLub and hope their  stay with us
G-a@;nd happy one.

Marrgaret Kr immer, /  Br idge St;  Toowoomba.

Michel le Thompson, 21 Welcombe Ave; Toowoomba.

I 'uture Outincs:
#

ZSt t r  l " tay  -  Hoodfs  legoon.  Meet  a t  He l idon P icn ic  Grounds a t  7 . ]O a .m.  l ,eader  Pat  McConne l l .

25th June - Stockyard,/ lockmount area. Meet at Hel idon Picnie Grounds at 7,JO a.m.
Leader Angela Ki lmart in.
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Strange Bird Behaviour;

LIy have to go far af ield to do one,s birding.
comea from observat ions from oners own

I been very true at Shorelands where the
r lead to the neglect of  many things!

The cacophany cont inued for about f ive minute
the trees and back again. Then, suddenly comp
sign of an enemy or reason for such a disturL
so what could have caused this explosion of n

Ann Shore
Thank you Ann for this interest ing art icre. Any suggest ions anyone???

Members Bird Notes:

Great-crested Grebe
Chestnut Teal (MaIe)
White Breasted Sea Eagle
Red-capped Robin
Austral ian Hobby
Whiskered Tern
Eurasian Coot
Chestnut Teal
Pac i f i c  naza(5)
Purple Swamphen
Varied Sitel la

M . A .  M i c h a e l  A t z e n i ;  L . A .
J . B .  J o h n  B a I l ;  A . H . S .  A n n

Hoodrs  Lagoon M.A.
He l idon Spa M.A.
Hgodrs  lagoon M.A.
He l idon D ip  M.A.
cnr .  Hume & Je l l i coe  L .B .
Hoodfs  Lagoon t .B .
Glenvale Show Grounds L.B.
He l idon Spa L .B.
H e l i d o n  D i p  R d .  L . B .
iVaterb i rd  Hab i ta t  L .B .
P i c n i c  P o i n t  A . K .

11h/89
27/t/89
27/r/89
27/3/8e
1zfi/89
12h/89
16h/89
2t/1/89
23h/89
21/1/89
Jo/4/89

L . A .  P . M .
P . M .
P . M .
P .  M .
J . B .
J .  B .

J . B .
A . H . S .
A . H . S .
J . B .

Laur ie  A tzen i ;  p .M.  pa t  McConne l l l
Shore i  A .K.  A .nge la  K i lmar t in ,

L .B .  Les ley  Beaton ;

t^TotJLDNf HAVE
A D|EI:WATCHER
CRISPBREAD UrisrcuE AND
cotm6E cltEEgF

WOULDYqJ ?

CRACIGRi
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Annual Summary of Species

fncluded with this newsletter
is the Annual Sumnary of species
for the Toowoomba area. I t  is
noteworthy that 219 of the total
of 26C species recorded for the
Toowoomba area were spotted
Iast year.  The Computer Recording
system wi l l  be a big improvement
and on behalf  of  the club I  would
I ike to thank Pat McConnel l  and
Dave Gleeson for their  work in
this regard.

Editor
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