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From the }-dito:r: Spaing has well and truly arrived and the weather has been ideal for
ElFifff ihff i '& I have iiad a Scarl-et Honeylate:: visit ing rny gar,Jen each rlay. Tt.is
at t racted by i t ie  nat ive f lovrer ing shrr - rbs l  so I  have deciaee- to pLant  uo*u ' rnore species
of  nat ives in  the hope of  a l t ract ing d i f ferent  species of  b i i r ls  t ,o  my garden as th is
is  the f i rs t  s ; ight ing of  a scar let  Honeyeater  in  the garden.

- The rest of this ; 'ear is a busy. one for the elub 'uith the Annual Generll yeeti.ng on
Trresday 17th October and tire Bir.i-a-thon on Sunday 22nA Octoher.4 nomi"r.ation fi 'rn is
incLuded with tihis newsletter. Sorne nominati.gns have already been receive6 but. atrl
positlons are \ ' 'arcant. FLease return form to the secretary prior tn the meeting 6FUring
i t  a long on the n igh! .  Hemernber th is ; 'gsr  t i re  raeet ing wi t t -be at  the Tocwoomba F;ducat ion
centre commencing wi th dr inks and n ibbles at  ?.oo p.m. fo lJowed by the meet ing anr l  e l ,eet ion
of  of f ice-hearers l  f ,o l - lowed by a f i lm'or  s l ic ies.  So conre J iong for  an enjoyable evening
and support your club.

The l l i rd-a- thon'wj11 be held or  l i r rnday 22nd October.  I , {ernbers are asked to obta in s 'onsers
for  the speeies eount  or  g iv t ,  a  r ionat j .on.  I ' iembers.ane a lso requi red for  the actual -  spot t ing
of  species.  Lunch vr i1 l  be held at  the 'v ' i ia te l 'b i rd i lab i tat  where we wi l l  v iew the now
comp)-eted not ice-boar, l "

T. i r .c .  rne.  rnerobers have heen inv i ted to v is i t  i l re  l le l . idon st ra/caravan park at  any t rme
to b i rC vratch.  i ) lease check in to b, re of f ice on your  arr iva l . ;The new managers are Aut :
and $heree irunk.

fhe editor wbuld welcome any hirding articles frorn members who may be going on holidays
*, in  september or  any i ten of  in terest  that  is  b i rd rerated.

i iepor t  on ! ' ie ld Out inF. to 'v iestern Toowoonba -  2?th August .

A sunny and a.l-rnost windless mornirig encourage,i 14 birders to venture out earl;r for the
clubfs August  out ing.  An hour in  the cenetery grounds y ie lded fewer b i rds than we i iac hoped
for buL our visit 

!9 
the property of David and Kath Bfackburn on the nearby Eustcin l ioad.

rvf#n a pleasant walk along tlre gras.sy and hil-Ly ground along lipring Creq:k, produced o. i i i ,
l 'ar ie ty  -  4p species in  a l l ;  a  goodish number for .  Toowo,rmbais vuestern per i rneter  j -n  la te
vr inter .  c f  note werc the i ted Rumped Farrots busi ly  and nois i ly  checki . l r i  out  nest ing hol lows
in o1d Lucalypts l  a  pai r  of  Black shoul 'derer i  i ( i tes c luar ter lng the area wi th scme succ€ss;
bwo flocks of Sacred ibis cerrglit in the sunlignt as they wneelett and turneri over-'head anri
aLso  a  p i r  o f  Kes t re l s  ma t i ng .

Dur ing bhe p: 'ev ious dayrs recDcnoi t re Lesley !3ea+-on ani  I  gaw ?r 'eo l , , lar t ins carr .y ing nest inq
mater ia l  : - r to  holes in  tne gr- rn '  t iees,  a Brown Falcon haruiec l  .by Magpies and a beaut i fu l
I lastern i iosel la  v ; i th  a i ;a le headed conpanion.  Our thanks t ,o  Xai t r  and David fo: r  an enjoyable
norning and for  inv i t ing us to take our .mbrningi  tea to thei r  house.

Ann Shore



Toowoomba,rs Niost  l , tsa. r r ted.  , ' iavc you se, :n then?

i'he records receiveri rny ire up unti l Augr-rot i>)Lh shaw *"he follolving 6A bild species have
Nor been seen t ;h is  year .  so pre i .ce help anLl  koep an lye open for  thern.

L i t t l - e  l g re t  B lack - ta i Jed  l i a t i ve
r iufous I ' i ight  l ieron Comh-crested iacana
r. i t  l . le  Bi  t tern l ra intc ,d Sni  pe
B,k-++Fffi- Golrlen Flover
Iiagpie Goose R{}C*ne(--ke,1 i ivocet
'v lander ing 

l " jh is t l in6 hrck Hed-k, reed Dot t ,ere l
Freckled Duck Red-capgred Pl ,over
Austra l ian Shel lduck l ih imbrel
!"ia1lerd j,i,-rrsh Sandpipcr

i len Li t t le Bronze Cuckoo
barking Owl
E€-*+r+'

Cotton Pygmy-goose
Black Ki te
Red Goshasrk
Square Tai led Ki te
Black !-aIcon
Stubble Quai l
l, i t+;le Button Quail
I ied-chested But ton,{uai l
Lew in I s  Ra i l
Ba i l l on rs  C rake
Austra l ian Crake

Sharp- ta i led Sandpiper .
Red-necked St int
Cur lew SanCpiper
Red-necked i )halarone
Gul l -b i l led Tern
Caspian Tern
Sooty Tern
I'rlontpoo Fruit-dove
iied-tailed l l l" .ck Coc'katoo
iSudgerigar
lurluoi.se Parrot
Or ienta l  Cuckoo

l', hite-throa t. ed r* i ght jar
Spot ter i  Nig l : t jar

@
.krxi*t*ef e*-K*.*6Silehe:^
lfrrris"dfbi"a
l ih i te 's Thrubb
I;ec#**&sbi"n
Sa:et.rrr+bcm*er
,@pei-1;ctirusi
L i t t le  Grassb i rd
Rn{"€,ug-Srgr€ffi
Brown Songlark
Apost lebird
\;Jhi te-breasted' , i  oodswalJ ow
l4asked 'iToodewallow

i',lhite-brovred 'li ioodswallow 
r.

Black-faced UJoodswallow v

frustr'*lian Raven

Of course lve ; r re a lways p leased to s ight  new'speeies in  the Toonoomba coverage area,
t

Pat. I. ' lcConnell - Recorrls Offi-cer.

Coming Lvents

This l " ionthrs out ing:  i ' ; 'ar r ,v ick area.  l ' ' leet  ar t  the f i rs t  serv ice stat ion ( l , loUi f )  on the
t l re nor t l r ,ern approach to Vjarwick on Sunday 24tn,Jeptemter  at  l .JO a.m.
Learier Angela Kilmartin. i.h 382404

Annual  General  l r ieet ing:  to  be held at  bhe Toowoomba Xducat ion Centre,  Baker Street .
( a , l  j a c e n t  t o  D . D . I . A . g .  )  c o m r n e n e i n g  a t  / . O O  p . m .  

1 f  
, " f t 7

Bird-a- thon:  Sunday 22nd october.  F l -ease nol i fy  Ann or  Lngela i f  you can help.
A11 meet  for  l .unch at  the l raterb i r r l  j jab i tat  at  1.OO p.m.

November rs  Ou t i ng :  Lockye r  i r j e t l ands .  I ' i ee t  a t  t he  He l i don  F i cn i c  Grounds  a t  Z .OO a .n .
on Sunday 26t t r  l iovember.  Leader l i ieneal  Atzeni .

Camp-out :The Baramba FieIC Study Centre has been hooker l  for  the long weekenci .  i r  January,
1990.  (z(>t i r  -  29th)  l '1r : re in f ' rmat ion la ter  or .  contact  Angela.

I ' iernbers tsird l, lctes

Superb Faj ry  i r len
Spot ted l lar r ier
Shininig l]ronze Cuckotr
i iJh ite-h eaded |i_ ge on
ijort, Lin c oln., !a rr ot

t. escaDc:e i l
Red-cappea P.oUin
Ar- :5f1s1i .n Fal icarr  (  1r : )

8/4/8e
lD/4/Be
11/4/89
9/5/8e

11/r/89
\t/5/89
2>/6/8q

I t tansford j i t .

i iel l carnp/r'Jerstbrook kd
He i i don  D ip
Gorvr ie Creek at  . ic . l  l . icoe
liange St,'.

i ie l idon Dip
i{ood I s lagocn

L . R .
.  I , . 8 .

] . .  A .
S t .  I , . B .

D . M .

L. i r .  l " i . l : , .
11'{q '

L .B .  -  Les ley  Bea ton ,  L . l i .  -  Lau r i e  A tzen i l  l { . j ; .  -  } i i chae l  i - t ze r : i r  D .1 ,1  .  -  Da r r y l  I ' i ea :  s .



-The Freckled Duck (Sficfonetta
I naevosa) is Australia's rarest
I  and most pecul iar duck. l t . re-

sembles a true duck in general ap-
pearance and proportions but it is
not a normal 'dabbling duck'. lts uni-
formly spotted or 'freckled' dull
grey-brown'plurnage is o:nly relieved
by a paler shading.on the belly and
off-white linings to the underwings.
fhere is no well-defined facial pat-
tern and 'no speculurn-the sharply
contrasting patch o.f colour on the
inner wings of many true ducks. The
neck is long and the head large, the
latter accentuated to a triangular
shape by a srnall crest. The billis high
at the base, narrow and markedly
dished, giving the duck an unmistak-
able profile. The heads of males in
breeding co,ndition becorne very
dark and the bill turns pillar-box red.
Females never have red bills and are

-- slightly smaller and paler than males.
tlohn Could illustrated a Freckled

Duck in The Birds of Australia (1848)
and gave a short account of what was
then known about its natural history.
Little nerv infcrnnation was added for
more than a century, despite the
recognition that Freckled Ducks
were unusualand their affinities with
other waterfowl puzzling. Freckled
Ducks were thought to be most
closely related to the swans but re-

cent studies on their behaviour tend
to support an affinity with the stifftail
ducks. The stifftails are primarily
diving ducks and include the Bluebill
Duck (Oxyura australis) and the
Musk Duck (Biziura lobata) of Aus-
tralia. Much work stil l remains to be
done to resolve this matter of affin-
ity, but it is clear that the Freckled
Duck is only distantly related to the
other 1 50 or so extant species of
waterfowl in the world.

The general biology of the
freckled Duck is now much better
known, mainly becauseof the recent
success of the CSIRO's captive
breeding program..

Freckled Ducks usuallv feed in
shallow water while slowly walking.
The head sweeps from side to side
with the bill at the surface. The
pump action of the bill acts as a
powerful filter mechanism creating a
constant stream of expelled 'waste'
water from the upper edges of the
beak. With this 'suzzling' action the
ducks filter out food (invertebrates
and some vegetable matter) from the
surface filnr and soft muds. They
tend to feed at dusk and dawn and
often by night, probably because of
the diurnal rhythms in availability of
their preferred microscopic foods.

Freckled Ducks are not loudly
vocal, although at close range queru-

lous calls can be heard. By nature
they are irascible and frequently
bicker arnong themselves between
long spells of silent loafing during the
day.

Pair formation is accomplished
with sirnpl,e and rather cryptic pos.
tures and .calls. A male-advertising
display known as the 'axle-grind' is
used to challenge other males and to
attract females. A'head-up-chin-l,ift '
is the only response given by breed-
ing fernafes. The pair- ond is brief
and rnales are polygamol.rs.

Unlike most ducks, male
Freckled Ducks perform nest-
building actions and probably con-
tribute to nest:site preparation. They
do not incubate or play any part in
brood rearing, nor guard their mates
beyond the period of egg laying.

_ The . breeding season is usually'. 'ptember to December, but a few
iutches have been recorded in tate

summer. Clutch size is smal l  ( f ive to

year.

swamps will driVe Freckled Ducks
towardsthe coasts, where they may
survive for some years with li;liteA
oreedtng.

- J -
' l  
r '1  l r rck .

;6r'

Female Freckled Duck and downy duck-
lings.
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Now that captive breeding of
Freckled Ducks has proved success-
fu!, a program should be designed to
maintain viable populat ions. This
will provide security Against the
possibility of extinction in the wild.
Such a project must recognise the
need for sufficient numbers to pro-
vide genetic diversity in the captive
flocks. r

-Peter Fullagar
CSIRO, Division of

Wildlife and Ecology

:!:,'::: !^i: i; ":X,:# ffi1,"0:' " 
ca n b e

-  Uon t ro l l i r i i i  t he  B : r . eec i i ng  Q ic le  , . r . :  .  r i , i  s r : r ' i es )

The  peak  food  s r tp : ' I y  i s  t he  u l t i na te  f ac to r  i n  Cec id ing ' , vhen  b i rds  b reed  bu t  eggs ;  mus .e ;e
la i .d  before i  the peak,  : i : :d  couL-tship takcs p lace ear ' l ier  s t i l1 . , 'Some migrants even star t
pai r ing arrd prepar ing physj .o logieel ly  for  i r reeCing,  l ' ;h i le  on t i ie  rv inte:" ing grorrnds thorrsands
of  k i lornetres f lwdlo lo  t [s  food Er l ]pply  i tse l f  i .s  not  the l , r igger  t ] ia t  s tar .bs hrecci ing.
Tnterrnal  t iming mechanisrns te i l  b i r 'd .g when to s tar t  prep; i rat ior , , r ;  for  hrec4jng,  and the rnost
impor iant  of  these ntechanisms responds +-o dayl .c 'ngth,  the only factor  in  the envi ronment  t ! i .u ,
has a regular un<:hanging annual. cycl-e. tscth rnoult. rrnd niigrati,on seern to be r.rnder control of
daylengt{changes v;h ic i r  are pereeivr '4  5t  I ight  penetrat in6 the skul l  to  the bra in,  rather  than
act ing through the eyes.
Soue species have a t iming mechani .sm u,h ich is  not  based on r iay lepgth but  on a f ixed in ter .nal
rhythm of  approximat .e ly  one;rsarrs durat ion,  k i ro ' , , rn as a c i rcannual  rhythm. i {ow such a rhythm
ie produced is 'not  de,r in i te ly  knorvn but  i t  seems that  changing daylengt ,h is  r rsed to reset  the
bi rd 's  r in ternal .  c l .ockr  each j€f l ro i ievera l  species of  b j , rds inc luding.StarJ ings have a f ixed
internal  rh,v thm a:rd i f  they are kept  in  a laboratory under a ccnstant  twelve horrrs  1 ight .  -
tvre l .ve hours da: 'k  regi rne,  bhey cont inue t .o  show seasonal  c l ranges.  e.g.  / iarb lers prr t  on weight
and become rest less when i t  is  about  the t ime to n igrate,  they moul t  roughly at  lne cor i .ect
t ime and thei r  repror luct ive organs develop as the t l reeding season approaches.  ?his  f j .xer j
rhythm may be important  in  g iv ing the s ignal  for  the spr ing migrat ion b; r  b i r r ls , . , rh ich spend
the vr in ter  near  t ,he equator  rvhere,  iay length changes very l i t t le .

by Barbara Yieller

Adapted f rom " j3 i rd Behavic. ,ur ' t  by i tober t  Bur ton,  Grarrada Publ i -sh ing 1985.
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