
TOOS'OOMBA BIRD CLUB NEWSL TTER

CLUB OFFICERS

President
V ice-President/Rec ords
Secretary
Treasurer/Librarian
Edltor

Angela Kilmartin
Pat McConnell
Ann Shore
Keith Tresch.oan
Barbara Weller

Ph
Ph
Ph
Ph
Ph

,82404
t92980
,ot207
t52894
32982t

lnc.
p.o.box 67 . daflhrp! hetglr ls .qlr l  4350

''TO ENCOURAGE THE OtsSERVATTON AND STUDY OF THE BIRD.S OF THE TOOWOOMBA ARF.A.II
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Fron the Edito4: The beautiful spring weather has continued throughotrt Septernber Eaking
conditions ideal for bird watching. I have'had rcports of Scarlet Honeyeaters in a garden
in the Gatton area. f have also sighted one in the grounde of Downlands College. Are thby
more plentifirl tlris year for some reason? I would be interested to hear of any other sight-
ings of them.

The last two newsl-etters have been printed on recycled paper. This is the Tooroonba Bird
Club!6 small contribution to conserving the environnent and not contributing to the Green-
house effect.

Renenber the Annual General Meeting to be haLd at the fooroonba Education Centre, Baker
Street,  Darl ing Heights (adjacent to the D.D.I .A.E.) on 17th October.  Drinka and nibblcs
rill be served at /.OO p.ur. follored by the neeting to start at 7.3O p.n. Slides or a filn
rill follow the'meeting. Sone nominations.for posit:lone have been received but nore are re-
quired.

The Bird-a-thon is to be held on Sunday, 22nd October. For those ner to the club, thc Bird-
a-thon is the annual species ccunt shen we endeavour to spot aa many species of birds on
that day ae possible. Heorbers work in'teans of tro or three and cover designated areas. V{e
vilI all neet for lunch to confer and to vier the nor conpletcd Noticc-board. ff you are
able to help please contact Ann Shorc. Members are also asked tb obtain eponsers for then-
selves or give a donation to the club.

Report on Septcmber Outing to Mt. Co1liertr east of Warwick. 24/9/89.

Septenberfs outing waei a slics of magic.*rn" Toowoomba menbers met at the llobil Service
Station where they were delighteti uith a brillant vier of Red-wingcd Parrots. At lehst
everyone.except Michael whose need of potato chips was nore pressing at the tine. Red-
ringed Parotts arenrt often aeen as far east as Warrick and the sun shin{ng on thcir
briltiant almost line-green heads and backs ras a sight uto remenber.

a

The Goodings turned on a wonderful day. Firstly re meandered along the creek bank where
the calls'had us searching the tree canopJr. The birds tended to eludc the binoculare,
although we had close-up viewa of Striated Thornbills enabling some field narks to be noted.

After looking at the Satin Borverbirdrs Bower dccorated with his distinctive bluc treasures
wc piled into the four rhcel drive and drove up to the head of the gorge where two magnifi-
cent fig trees grow. These beautiful giants are estimated to be 5O netree taII. Ron rae really
ixcited as a nale Rcgent Bowerbird was 6een in a Silky Oak. This was the firet oighting of
Regents for the property. Later a Wompoo Pigeort was found skulking in the canopy of the fig
trees.It renained very quiet but noved occas$onally so that viers of thc purplc breast and
rings re$a scen.

A tobal of 54 species were seen, 45 of which rerc on the Goodingrs propcrty.
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Lunch ras eaten on the verandah of the Goodingfs house with sweeping viers up to the
motmtains" Thanks to Ron and Nancy for yet another lovely day at their place.

\

Impressione - Northern Suramer 1989.

To hear oncrs first Cuckoo in the Europcan spring is always a pleastire but to hear it in 
t

the midst of a great city - Copenhagcn - was something of a surprise. It heralded the etart
of a tro nonth trip to the northern henisphere for John and I, when, although birdwatching
was not a top priority, binoculars f,ere always on hand to snatch any eDportunity that
offered.
In Denmark there were shorebirds, bird song in the roodlands, birds in the parks, aII
creating a background to other enjoynents. Ieter, on the west coast of Jutland where huge
areas of nearby land are being rc-clained fron the North Sea, a fcr ninutes watching partics
of O;rstercatchers and Shelduck rras enjoyed as they fler in while the tide flooded over their
feeding grounds - overhead was heard the clear song of Skylarks.

Peaceful country scenes in England: haynakin6 below the house; emall birds activc and vocel
in trees and shrubsl Wrens, Chaffinches, Greenfinches, Goldfinches and Robins. Blackbirds
hunting worns on the fast brouning lawn and the ever present European llagpiee, so diffcrent
fron their Australian namesakes but narauders also: deetroyere of cggs and nestlings.
Swallows, House Martins and the screaning calls of Swifts rcre heard above.

Ner and exciting bird observatidne in Canada, tagtalising in being so brief but holding
promiae of much nore for future visits. On thc prairie and near water, various species of ,J
North American Blackbirds abounded. These are Red-winged and Yellor-headed Blackbirds with
their squeaky voices; the strangely rrncdKll.tdrcr (to us a.dotteral or small Plover) and
Anerican Robins - different again to ours - a string of Mallard ducklings and the large
Canadi,an Geese, many with joungr EIk Island National Park introduced us to little of the
hopcd for larger rildlife but plenty of birds: Ruddy Duck, Comron Goldeneye, Red-necked
Grebe, a B1ack Crorned Night Heron standing silent in the reeds; Lcsser Iellowlcgs searching
the shorcline; an Eastcrn Phoebe fluttering nearby in truc flycatcher stylc and Blackbirde
everywherc busy nesting in reeds on the lakers edge. Tell-tale drunming sounds from the
trees led to a monentary sighting of a black and white Woodpeckcy. Among thc houses of the
city I spotted a jaunty Blue Jay and a little Black-capped Chickadee busy in the conifers
rhile up on the shorlino on thc top of the Rockiee, Grey Jays cane strutting 'round hoping
for handoute as we stood marvelling at the vierg.

Ner Menber: We are happy to welcone
hope your stay with us

Ann Shore

Terry Pacey, 48 Jensen St3 Gatton to the club. We
trs a long and happy one with lots of interesting birding.

a ot[o for

display

Subscriptions: These are due now and remain unchanged at $1J.OO family or single and
$1O.OO for students. Please support gour club and send then in pronptly.
Thank you.

Calendars: The R.A.O.U. bird calendar for 1990 si l l  be avai lable at the A.G.M. for $1O.OO.
I think the photos this year are the best for sone time with a magnificrnt
photo of a Regent Bowerbird on the cover.

Annual General l,leetinE: Tuesdayt 17th October at the Toowoonba EduCation Centre at.7.O0 p.n.

Bird-a-thon; Sunday, 22nd October. Contact Ann Shore if you are able to assist.

Novenber 's Outi ,ng: Sunday,25th November. Meet at Hel idon Picnic Grounds at-7.OO
r c g a t t h t L o c k y e r $ J e t 1 a n d s . L e a d e r M i c h a e 1 A t z e n i . P h . ' 5 5 5 8 ?

Bird Week: 'Nat ional Bird Wcek is 22nd - 29t}r  October.  The T.B.C. Inc wi l l  have a
in the Sooroomba eity Library, Victoria Stl Tooroomba.



. he  i l ehav iou r  o f  B r . rds -  F l ight
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(Pa r t  ) o fa  se r i es )

. /  l ' I i gh t  i s  a  ve ry  s i gn i f i can t  c l ' i a rac te r i s t i c  o f  b i r ds  and  h : r s  con f i rmed  g rea t  advan tages

i '  on  t he  b i rds  i n  t e rms  o f  f as t  and  sus ta ined  l ocomot ion  to  anab le  t hem to  cove r  a  l a r {e
/  a rea  i n  a  c l ay ' s  f eed ing  a r rd  l o  m ig ra te  t housands  o f  k r l ome t res  t o  exp lo i t  two  d i f l e ren t

hab i t a t s  i n  t he  cou rse  o f  a  yea r .  Howeve r  t he  changes  to  t . i r e  body  needed  fo r  f l i gh t  have
caused  cons t ra in t s  on  o the r  ac t j - v i t i es  as  t he  evo lu t i on  o f  t he  f o re l - imbs  i n to  w ings  i 6  so
conp le te  t ha t  t hey  can  have  few  o the r  f unc t i ons  excep t  f l i . gh t .
The  mechan i cs  o f  f l i 6h t  a re  ex t remeJ .y  compL ica ted  -  more  so  than  fo r  an  ae rop lane  w j . t h
f i xed  w ings  -  and  some aspec ts  a re  no t  f u l } y  unde rs tood .  t f l hen  g l i d i ng ,  a  b i rd ' s  r i ng  i s
behaving I ike an aeropJ-ane wing and l i f t  is  generated by i ts  forward movement through thc
a i r ;  bu t  i n  f l app ing  f l i gh t  t he  w ing  i s  ac t j . ng  bo th  as  L i f t i ng  su r face  a ; rd  p rope l l o r .  I n
fac t ,  l eve l  f l i gh t  t he  w ing  pe r fo rms  a  s impJ -e  up  and  down  mo t i on ,  s ta r t i ng  a t  an  ang le  o f
5Oo  above  the  ho r i zon ta l  and  end ing  j us t  be low  the  ho r i zon ta l .  Fo rward  movemen t  comes  f rom
the  ou te r  pa r t ' o f  t he  w in6  bea t i ng  up  and  down  ra the r  t han  ro ta t i ng  l i ke  an  ae rop lane  p ro -
pe  I  l e r .  . l
I n  s e c t i o n ,  a  b i r d s  w i n g s  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  a n  a e r o p l a n e t s  w i n g s :  c o n v e r  a b o v e r  c o n c a v e  b e l o w ,
w i th  t he  l ead i . ng  edge  b lun t  and  rounded  and  the  t ra i l i ng  edge  na r ro r i ng  t o  a  po in t .  The
cu rve  o f  t he  w j .ngs  c rea tes  unequa l .  a i r  ve loc i t y .  A l . r  f J -ow ing  ove r  t he  uppe r  su r face  t rave l s
fu r the r  and  hence  fas te r  so  t ha t  p ressu re  i s  reduced  ove r  t he  r i ng ;  wh i l e  t . he  a i r  t r ave l l i ng
unde r  t he  w i .nge  i nc reases  i n  p ressu re .  (See  d iag ram beLos ) .  t ne  resu l t  i s  an  upward  fo rce

\ ,  o r  l i f t  wh i ch  i nc reases  w i th  t he  ang le  p resen ted  to  t he  a i r s t ream (ang le  o f  a t t ack ) .  t ne
max imum l i f t  i s  ach ieved  a t  an  ang le  o f  a t t r c r c  o f  abou t  15o  to  t he  ho r i zon ta l , .  Above  th i s
ang le  t he  a i r s t ream ove r  t he  t op  o f  t he  r i n8  b reaks  up  and  becomes  tu rbu len t  wh iLe  p ressu re
increases under the wing to push i t  backwards- .
The key to b i rd f l ight  is  the fJ . ight  featherJ abi l i ty  to  change shape automat ica l ly  through
the r ing beat  cyc le.  The t ra i l ing ed6e of  the vane of  each pr imary feathcr  is  broadcr  and
more  f l ex ibLe  than  thc  I ead ing  edge ,  so  rhen  fo rced  down  the  vane  t r i s t s ,  t he  l ead ing  edge
go"s up and a i r  is  forced backwards to produce forward thrust .  To f ly  faster  the b i rd e i ther
f laps i ts  wings faster  or  more powerfu l ly  to  make the pr i rnar ies t r is t  more and increase the
thrust .  On the upstroke thc ur is t  is  fLexed so that  the outer  par t  of  the wing par t ly  fo lds
and the pr inar ies separate to le t  the a i r  through.  A smal l -  backward s ieep of  the wing as
i t  comes up forces the pr inar ies against  the a i r  and th is  g ives the b i rd an extra push for-
wa rd .
VJhen tak ing of f  or  hover ing the b i rd losrs the f l i .ght  created by forrard movement through
the  a i r  and  ex t ra  l i f t  has  t o  be  c rea ted  by  s reep ing  movemen ts  o f  t he  w ings ,  l i ke  t he  ro ta t -
ing b lades of  a hel icopter  and r in6beats become vcry exaggerated a lmost  meet ing over  the
back on the upstroke.  Y{hen f ly ing s lowly i ,  a  b i rd faces the same problem of  s ta l l ing as!  a
sJ.ow f ly ing aeroplane,  I f  the angle of  at teck bcconcs large so that  the fLor  of  a i r  is  tur-
bu len t r  l i f t  d i sappea rs  and  s ta l l  r esu l t s .  Bo th  b i rds  and  p lanes  have  the  same so lu t i on  t o

. -  t h i s  p rob lem.  The  A lu la  o r  bas ta rd  r i ng ,  e  bunch  o f  t - 4  f ea the rs  a t t ached  to  t he  t humb-pe r -
form the same funct ion as the s lot  on the leading ed6e of  an aeroplane wing.  r lhen ther5 is
a danger of  s ta lJ- in6,  the a l -u la or  s lot  is  ra iscd and a st ream of  rapid ly  moving a i r  is
d i ractcd over  the wing to cut  out  turbulancc.  Herons and Storks have a very large a lu la to
give maximun l i f t  on landing,  when they a lmost  hover  and gent ly  touch down on thei r  long
spindly legs.  The a lu la can increase l i f t  by 1O-2% at  lor  speede and some bi rds cannot  take
off  j . f  the alula feathers are cr ipped. by Barbara wcIIer

Adaptcd fron I 'Bird Bchaviour" by Robert  Burton, Granada Pubt ishing 1985.
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Menbers Bird Notet

Red-winged Parrot
B e I I  M i n e r '
MaI Ia rd  (ma le)
Yel lor-bi l lcd SpoonbiI I (  2 )
Cockat ie l  (2  nes t ing)
T ih i te -headed 'P igeon (Z)
l jastern Spinebi l l  l

Grey Goshark
Uastern  Sp ineb i l }
Red-runped Parrot (eO+)
Red-rumped Parrot
S t raw-necked Ib is (  15)
Sacred Ib is  (  15)
St r ia ted  Parda lo te
YeI low- ta i led  ts Iack  Cockatoo

(  te * )
l lastern Rosel la
S a c r e d  I U i s  ( 4 0 + )

A . H . S . -  A n n  S h o r e ;  B . H .  -
L .B .  -  Les ley  Beaton .
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24/9/89 Warwick
" 1,1t. Coll iery

12/,8/89 Toowoonba Showgrounds

- | | i l t l

14/8 /89  Hune & M" In ty re  S ts ;  T ,mba
18/6/89 M'Intyrc St.
2/7/89 |Yaterbird Habitat
2/?/89 Muir sr.
2/?/89 Baker St,  Darl ing Heights.
9/?/89 Toowoonba Shorgrounds

15/7/89 OId Goombungee Rd.
1r/?/89 't - ''
tO/?/89 North St;  Toowoomba
2t /8 /89  Shore lands ,  Wi thco t t

26/8/89 .toowoomba Cemetery
27/8/89 UUest Toowoonba

(

I

A . H . S .
A . H . S .
B . W .
B . W .
B . U / .
L . R .
L . R .
K . T .
B . V { .
B . W .
B . W .
B . r l .
B . W .
B . W .
A . H . S .

A . H . S .  L . B .
CIub Outing

Barbara  Y i 'e I Ie r ;  L .R.  -  Lynn Rowan i  K .T .  -  Ke i th  Treschmanl
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