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FRCII IIIE EDIITR:

\dtGA-Uil tt! BIDA-IIilTTT B[DA-UU{ til BInIFA-UTN ttT BIRT>A-TIC{ Itt

strnnsored fun day when we will trlr to slnt
cqre along and join in the fi.rn ard see how r
be 7.30 a.m.ra littl_e later than last rtrmth

I have received.nunerous reports of Garey Fa
first tjne and in large nunUers sihce tne f

The Pelagic trip wiII go ahead as planned on l4th Jujly.Gculd tlrose people rtrro havebooked a seat prease forrtra:rd their $62.00 to the treasr:rer, Lesreyras soon as lnssibre.

TtrUSTIAL BTRD EIAVICJR:

Ann Shore

I'ly book on Bird Behaviour does nention sqre biads bathe by flapping anpng rajn or dew-soaked foliage e.g. Ftrrnbirrs, warlclers ard other bi-rds. su* i,-i-r.'d" arso bathe in theraiJr' Larks, for instance, sqr]at on the ground with w:ings outstretched dien it rains,and pa:rots stand with feathers nrffred ;d ;;g and tail spread.

Thank-you, Ann for this intenesting obseivation. Editor



-2

EFffiT CN GARDENFEST DISPTTT:

After a second invitation the cl:b decided to trnrticipate this year. We had a srnall
s-tarxt display of.lnsters, pttotograpLrs etc., ard a table of c}:b inforrnation to carry
th:rough the festival t}rene ard relate bi:rrds to town ard country gardens. A lot ofjrterest was shor,vn by the prlclic atterdjng vutro kept stalL helpers busy talking for
npst of the three days of the strow. o:r veq/ grateful thanks lo aI1 tfrose rdfro helped
to rnake it a successful r,rreekerd.

Ann Shore

FGKRf, CIII PROREED ET{IITRIIIGI{T GTTIRE:

T\rc neetings have recently been held in Toovpcnba to discuss the pssibility of setting
up an Envi-ronnent Centne for the hr]-ing Downs area. In ttr,is reporE I r,vould IiJ<e to give
a brief swmary of the recomlErdations ard propsed actions vAriln care frqn t5ose neetings.

At the first neeting it was unaninrcusly agreed to p::oceed with the idea of setting up
an Brvinonnent Oentre for Toornoonba ard surrounding areas. Various people or gpoups of
people r,ere alloted different tasks e.g. forrmrlate ains, i-nvestigate suitable venues
ard sources of funding, cannr:nity ard lbdia Liaison.Ttrese lErsons or lFoups tlren reg*pd
back to the second neeting rtrith their findings.

Retrnrts frqn the various gmoups lilere heard at the secord nreeting as was an infornntive talk
by Jan Olirzer, hroject Officer with the Oreenslard Oonsenration Oouncil based in Brisbane.
Jan slnke on Q.C.C.'s rcle as an r-nlcnella organization for rnany diffenent groups and clubs,
operational inforrnation, ard furxting.

rtte neetjng aga:eed to establish a Regional Council wtrich wiII establish, rnaintajn and
pronote an Envi-rcrurent Centre at a location easily accessible to the p.rblic; and that
this oentre be called the ..........: Environnent oentre (nane yet to be decided on).

The Ains of this Oouncil will be to:

(i) actively solicit the rEnbereHp, financial suptrnrt and advice of locar./regional
consenration, natural history arxi heritage gnoups, Iard care grcups, Ioca1 coun-
cils, and other ag>ropriate bodies ana inaividr:als; to receiv6 tfrei.r publications
ard provide the ol4nrtunity for them to prblicize their viertrs i

(ii) gather, display and dissenrinate inforrnation nelating to nature consenration, l._.i-
tage pnesqlration, ernrircrrrental protection, land rnanagenent and energy and rnat-
erials consorration;

(iii) enhance cqnrnrnication ard assist in the co-ordination of activities anpng regional
groups with an interest in erlVironnental issues ard lxovide a tink betr,veen these
regional groups and those operating at state, national and international levels;

(iv) prorote and actively exterd the concepts of the envirorrrent ard consenration
through cmnn:nity education ard activities;

(v) nrcnitor the course of regiornl planning and develogrent ard to provide effective
pubric cqnnent ard action as ard lfiere deened necessary.

The next neeting wilt be held on Ttursday, 2Lst June at the Dc.kice Rodrs, Little Street,
Toovoomba at 7.30 p.m. AII interested 1Ersions are invited to atterxl.

Barbara l€ller



BIRD BEHAVIOUR Part  L0 of  . -s3r l . "

I4OULTING

Despi te  the dai ly  serv ic ing of  the p lumdg€,  the feathers eventual ly  wear
out .  As wel l  as abras ions against  the ground or  fo l iage and cont j -nuous
rubbing in  the nest ,  the feathers eventual ly  become woin through f ly ing.
The pr imary f l ight  feathers of  the swi f t  which spends a lmoqt  t [e  ent i re
year  in  the a i r  are reduced to r i t t te  more than qui r rs .

The o ld set  o f  feathers must  be replaced before i t  becomes unserv iceable
and a lmost  a l l  b i rds moul t  the i r  ent i re  p lumage once each year .  Some moul t
twice and a very few three t imes a year .  Second and th i rd  moul ts  typ ica l ly
only  involve the body feathers,  and are usual ly  concerned wi th  co lour
changes e i ther  in to breeding dress or  for  camouf lage to  match the changing
seasons .

The moul t  is  a  t ime of  increased energy expendi ture for  b i rds as they have
to manufacture new feathers,  which are equiva lent  to  over  a quar ter  o f  the
tota l  body prote in for  a  smal l  b i rd .  So the idea is  to  moul t  when not  under-
going the hardships and st ra ins of  breeding or  migrat ing and to  avoid the
winter  or  o ther  per iods when food is  shor t .  They wi I I  need to eat  more food
to replace the energy lost  as heat  through the patchy feather  cover ing,  and
f ly ing is  more s t renuous due to gaps in  the wings.  I f  a  moul t ing b i rd  is
held in  the hand,  the new f l ight  feathers are d ls t inguished by [n . i=  f resh
appearance compared to the worn faded feathers which they are replacing.
The gap between the two is part ly f i l led by the growing ieathersl tn" new-
est bein$it" 'a'rt ' f i '1nrt"" ist i1i in i ts wl*y sheath. when about one third gr;rn--t; .
feather  breaks out  o f  the sheath and at ta ins i ts  fu l l  shape.  A l i l t le  whi le
l -a ter ,  the b lood supply  to  the new feather  ceases and i t  becomes a dead
structure.  The sequence cont inues down the l ine of  feathers.  As each new
feather  is  ha l f  grown,  i ts  o ld  neighbour  drops out .

Penguins have a unique moul t ing system which is  ext remely rap id but  which
l -eaves the p lumage cover ing in tact .  A penguin cannot  af ford the loss of
heat  through incomplete p lumage,  so the o ld feathers do not  drop before
thei r  rep lacements appear ,  ds in  other  b i rds.  The new feathers ! ro*  in to
the o ld feathers so the p lumage has an unkempt  appearance.  The o ld feathers
are torn away by the penguinstpreening so patches-of  new,  s leek p lumage
appear .

Species l iv ing in  the t rop ics or  sub- t rop ics or  a t  sea occupy a more equablc
envi ronment  and there is  not  the same constra in t  to  f i t  moul t ing in to a
I im i ted  t imespan .  Consequen t l y  t he i r  mou l t s  a re  a  s low  p rocess .  pa r ro t s , fo r
instance,  may take e ight  or  n ine months to  remove the i r  p lumage and large
bi rds of  prey are in  a s tate of  cont inuous moul t .  B i rds wnicn-spend most
o f  t he i r  t ime  a i rbo rne ,  d rop  on l y  one  fea the r  i n  a  sequence  a t  a  t ime .Thus
f l y i ng  e f f i c i ency  i s  no t  l os t .  An  a l t e rna t i ve  so lu t i on  i s  t o  d rop  a l l  t he
f l i gh t  f ea the rs  a t  once  bu t  t h i s  i s  f eas ib le  on l y  f o r  b i rds .wh ich  can  con -
t i nue  to  feed  and  avo id  danger  wh i l e  f l i gh t l ess .  e .g . ,  many  wa te r  and  marsh
bi rds such as water fowl ,  grebes,  d . ivers ,  cranes and ra i l_s.

by Barbara Wel ler

Adapted f rom "Bi rd Behaviogr"  by Rober t  Bur ton,  Granada Pub l i sh i ng  1985 .

NETT MEIRR:

We welcqre l'tr.M.D.Salqnrn of 26 Beryl Street, Toovpomba to the club and wish lots of
good bjrding to him.
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IGlnrnickrs Elridge,
Iockyer Creek.
l,lagazine Paddock,
Gatton.
Iredale Road.
Laidley/Elenheim
2 lErory Street
Flagstone qreek

Flagstone Oreek

Floodrs Lagoon
lloodrs Lagoon
Redlrcod Park
"Abbeton", Helidon
Middle Ridge Park

& Hogg Sts.

L.Atzeni & L.Ftcgan

L.Atzeni

L.Atzeni & M.Atzeni
Cltrlc Orting
L.Atzeni
L.Alzeni, M.Atzeni &
P.M"ConneII
L.Alzeni, M.Atzeni &
P.l"fOonnell
M.Atzeni
A.Sfrore &,,L.Ebaton

A.Shone
K.Tbesctrnan
L.Ebaton & J.Bal_l

\

tl,Gl&RSr BIFD I'0IES.

Oriental Orckoo 27 /4/90

Red-tailed Black Cockatoo(5) ZL/L/90

C,rcund Cuckoo-shrij<e 2/LZ/89
Little Gnassbird 2G/LI/89
Satin Flycatcher L0/L0/89
Black Bittern L4/LO/89

Red-backed Kingfisher L4/LO/89

Si1rrer Gr:]-I 24/2/90
Elue-billed Drck L/4/90
Banr.ed Cuckoo-shrijce 8/4/90
Oriental O:ckoo 24/4/90
Straw-necked Ibis (100) 6/4/90
Barn olvl Z/4/9O

F(}II'RE C}IItrGS:

TEE TOOWOOMBA BfRD CLUB NEIISLEIIER
Registered by Auetralia post
Publication Nunber qBerg7,

ff undeliverable return to
Toowoomba Bird. Club fac.
P.O. Box 67
Darling Heighte. Qld.. 4rn

1-. Kingfisher, 2. brnrcrant, 3. Chor,vehilla,
5. Sunbird, 8. Snipe, l-0. G/rrl.

TWWCMBA BIRD CLIJB.

Sunday, 24th June Bird-a-thon. Itbet at Fb]-idon picnic criounds At 7.30 a.m.
Phone Michael Atzeni (355587) or for
nore information.

Sunday, 22nd Ju]-y - l,trrgry,s Crreek ard Helidon aleas. Ieader Ann Shore. (303207)

Sunday, 26th August - Blanctrview ard Silverpinch ar''eas. Ieader Lesley Beaton. (30g4g1)

S0.ttTICil 10 IASITS tf,llills CrcSllm F'JEIZ[-&.

ACffiS.

2. Cassowary, 3. Cuclcoo, 4. Fbognrcuth,
6. Avocet, 7. Pipits, 9. bllarlci-rd,
Ll. Rail, 12. Wrren.

**************************************************************************************
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r"ot*n* |

Ihe Recordrs Officer,
lborcqrba Bird CIub,
cl- 8 Richarrlrs Court,
lUlm4BA. 4350


