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Five of or:r club nernbers took part jn the state wide bjrd-a-thon, the eueenslard Twitch,
held in March to raise funds for research into Cape York's endangered Golden Shouldered
Parrot. Altggether 44 teans took part irr the inaugrural ccmpetition wtrich was r,von by a
team of National Parks and Wildlife rangers frcrn Townsvil-le wtro sighted an incredible
220 species jn the 24 lpurs as they scoured a vast area frcrn near Mt Isa in the rr,est to

7 Townsville in the east and then used a boat to check the local harbour. Threy rnissed the
Ureensland record for sightings by only one slndies. A tearn led by Queensla-nd Environrnent

Minister lt4r Pat Comben - The "Cosshawks!' - could only nnnage sight-'i-ng 131 species.
o:r team cane sixth overal-l- with the gtrand total of L72 slncies and r,vere first for non-
p::ofessional ( ie not r,rorking in the field of the Envj-ronnrent ) tearns. Congratulations to
Lesley, Rod, Pat, Laurie and lvlichael on a brsnendous effort. If you r,rcu1d-Iike to rnake
a donation to this r,'orthwtriJ-e endeavour, please use the form in Last nronth's newsletter
ard return it and the money to the treasurer, p.o. 67, Darling Heights.

Fryf Walker has resigned as csnnittee menrber as her farnily have nrc.ved to Vrlestern ^Austra-
lia. Ttre executive have appointed Don Gaydon to replace trer. Don wi]-l be a cqrmittee
member and trilJ- be acting treasurer in Lesleyrs absence c^/erseas.
The Annual Sunnarlg of Strncies for 1990 will have to be coJ-J-ated and typed out very soon.
Rod troul-d like sqneone to assist him with this big task. They r,voul.d neea to be able to
t1rtrn or use a r,tord-p::ocessor. Please. contact hjm on 075 66L379 if you can help.
T\rvo very successful outings r,vrere held last nrcnth; one at Bnisbane to see the waders anj
one below the range. Relnrts foJ-l-olrr this article. There have beerr retrnrts of por^aerfut g1^il
sightings in redwood Park - the latest frqn Ann and Lesley wtro sighted a pair of birds-\org the Fern-tree G:lly circuit recently.

Vr a recent trip out to Rana I was surlrised to see nurerous BLack-shouldered Kites part-
icularly in the farming eireas betneen Toor,voqnba and Ch-inchilla. It was late day and they
seerned to be hovering above the fieLds looking for food. I 1rould have counted twenty be-
trreen here and chinchilla. Itre Black-shouldered kite is the clubts enrblern and was very
nunerous jn'the area when the cl-ub wad founded sqne fifteen ye€rrs ago. Thei.r nunrbers de-
cUned but seern to nave increased in recent yecrrs.

InTIOIT/IH.IE!\I ALIB0Bf,IVE CIIITG IOR 24 r.ARct.

A bright-, clear autunrt nxrrning after a cool night tenrpted 12 nenrbers down to Withcott for
sqne bush birding near at hand instead of the-joining the wader-watchers at the coast.
They were arnply rewarded, seeilg sqne 65 strrgcies before midday. Irlr wind or traffic disturb_
the trnaceful but dry scene as \rye l-eft habi-tations behind and r,.ent north into the bush. Nlr-rn-
bers of snnfl bi-rds appeared close-by for quite easy viewing: !,lhite-,bror,red Scrub-r,vrens,
Yellow-faced Honeyeaters, Striated Parda-Lotes, a Peaceful lbve ard a l,tistletoebird, arncng
others to provide interest for young and old.

F\:rther on, walking ttrrough scrub and taller trees edging the enbryo Roclqz Creek, we watch-
ed and l-istened to the clear notes of Rufous tuhistle# .iA'c*"y shrike-thrushes whil-e frqnup the hill-side came the unmistakeable cal-ls of a cuckoo. But, whrich cuckoo? We settl-ed
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for a Horsfieldrs.Bronze. Jac\z Winters fluttered nearby and darted here and there t'.
flying insects. However the "Bird of the morning" was certainly the Spiny-cheeked ffofi
eater, seen al-as by only the backnarkers, al-erted by a strange voice, as the calvacade o.
cars rnrcved on ahead iginorant of what they had missed.

A short stop for mornjng tea at Shorelands was enjoyed before goirrg on to Hood's Lagoon.
The beautiful- blue waterlilj-es cover quite an area of the lagoon again now that the water-
l-evel h,as dropped providing an arena for sone half dozen Jacanas as they trod the Lify-
trnds on thejr del-icate long toes. A nunrber of stately Black swans, Little Cormorants, a'Darter, -Hardheads 

and other duck speCies on the far sidb, one Yellow-billed SpoonbilI and
Egrets around with the cattle conpleted the tally for a hot nxrrning. Time for menrbers to
knock off for sh,ade and refreshments!

Ann Shore

WADER OUTING REPORT:

A group of seven did the rounds of the ti-dal flats frcrn Thornside to Wym:rn under glorious
sunshine and ufiilst nothi-ng rare or spectacular was seen - that danded elusive Asiatic Do-
witcher!! John and Joan Sheath and Julie OrConnor had a bayside bonanza of "lifers",
this outing being their first taste of wader watching.

Our initial- scan of the esplanade at lt'tranly and Wynum produced excel-Ient looks at Mangrove
Herons and Dark-phase Reef Egrets, Caspian Teins and several- cqrrron wader species incl-ud-
ing Rr:ddy T\:rnstones, Great lftots, Curlew Sandpipers, Wimbrels, Lesser Golden Plovers and
Grey-tailed Tattl-ers. We then headed for,the nnngroves at Lota. There, Rod was in fine 

-)rn,

l-ocating Mangrove Warbler, Mangrove Honeyeater and $4angroVe Kingfisher in quick successr-dn.
The warbl-er's sweet cadence ennnating from the drabbness of the mangroves captivated those
new to the species. On the mr.rdfl-ats, several species paraded b.y including Red-necked Stl-nt,
Red-capped Dotterel and Pied Stilts. Sqre good exanpJ-es of breeding ph.rnage were seen in
Cr-rrlew Sandpipers, Bar-tail.ed Godwits and Great lhots.

A h:nchtjme break in the trnrk opposite our Manly west hqre yielded a Foe:s SlgJcir:s fron
the fridge" a Brahminy Kite overhead and an Osprey conplete with fish in talons, over the
house (a new "yard" t ick!) .

At Thornside, Greenshank, Littte Tern and Little Egnret were added to the l-ist; then Don,
Rod and I went back to Wynum to catch the rising tide for a practice session sorting out
Itbngolian Plovers and Large Sand Plover-s. I must confess, Irm far more confident in ident-
ifying these two species vtren I see thern alongside each other!

Thanks to those who travel-]ed down and nnde a fine day even better.

Michael Atzeni

P.S. A unexpected visitor rocke me up in the r,vee hours of 28 March -
curlew in S.E. Queensland. Just happened to be in my backyard!

AUSIRALIAN IBIERtsIRB - A ETH,D GTIIIE:

This very j-nfornntive book will-.soon be released and can be purchased through the Toowoornba
Bird CIub at the special price of $14.95. Ttrere are ful-.1- colour photographs for 90 species
of waterfowl- found throughout Austral-ia. the high quality of the photos will- enable anyone
to identify most waterbirds. Besides photographs there is information on the natural- hj-s-
tory of each species. Each photo has tr,vo borders of Line drawings. At the top of each photo
there is a profile of a swamp to show wLrere the bird is nrst likely to be seen. The book
begins wi.th those waterbirds nxrst likely to be seen on land and progresses to the waterbjrds
usually seen jn deeper water. AJ-so included is food types, distribution nErps, relative sizes,
and a clock of all- nronths of the year showing when the bird is nost like1y to breed.

If you wish to order this book through the club please notify Ann Shore - 303207.

NEKT CIITTiG - lTf,TUIAA BIRD CLTB:

On Sunday, 2B Atrxil we wi-ll conrbine with Q.O.S. on an outing to Gatton Forestry. I bel-ieve
Red-breasted Button-quail kr,ave been seen in this area. Pl-ease nreet at the Gatton Apex Lake
near the shelter shed for a 8.00 a.m. departure. Leader Rod Hobson - 075 661379

my first Bush Stone-
(
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(  Oonrd)

bi-rds have both nxrnocu-l-ar - seeing with each eye indetrnrdently - and bineular vision-'.,,'seeing 
with both eyes together. It is diffior'lt for us to atr4>::eciate what nrnocular vision

/ entaiLs, but it can be seen when a nobin or ttrnrsh turns its head to peer closely at tlre
grcund,with one eye searching for food, ,or a spanaorrr ceks its head to look out for a hawk
orzerhead. They are directing their view onto ttre-gentral. fovea of that eye to get the sharp-
est irnage. lrtrst bi-rds have their eyes on the.side of thbir held wtrich gives them good all-
round visiqn to strrct danger. Pigeons, for instance h,ave a 340" field of view (the'hr-rnan
one is 2000), and can see al-l anound ept innrediately behind them, but the fields
of left and right eyes overlap by only 24" to give a srnal-I binocuJ-ar field of vision to
the front. Sqne biids raise their head ard trndr under their bil-I to get a bettqr view ahead.
When bitterns "freeze" with their bil-Is pointing slcyward and the streaked neck p}-rnage
blending with the sunroundjng reeds, they can fix an appr@ching predator with both eyes.

Birds which hunt have eyes placed to the fnont of the head to give increased binocul-ar vis-
ion. Hawks have ovenlapping fields of 30 - 50 degtrees, and the ord-s with their very forvard
Iooking eyes have binocular vision covering 60 - 70 degrees. So far is as lrmown, owls a:re
the only btds with true steroscopic or three-dimensional vision. Ttre sensation of depth
through stereoscopic vision to a huntjng anirrnl is a very r:seful attribute, because Jsolid
irnage wilJ- stand out from a rnatching background and its trnsition wilI be easier to ccnpute
for an accurate strike. Htrnans and other anirnals exlnrience stereoscopic vision because the
slight diffe::ences between the position bf the irnage on each rretina can b€ corqnred. To do

( this, nerr/e fibres frqn both eyes nn:st link up on each side of the brain, instead off all-
:fibres frqn o:re eye going to only one side of the brain. Anmg bi-rds, only owls have this

alTangelnent of the nervie fibres

BiJds other than owJ-s have to judge distances by a nr-rrber of tricks, such as using pers-
trnctive and the relative size of irnages. Bobbing the head.gives vierus frqn different angleis
ard makes objects nnnre in relation to the hori-on so their position can be judged. EVen
owls bob or nod thejr heads frqn side to side to assist range-finding. When pigeons and
Peacocks walk, they nod their heads to and fro, but this has a different function frqn head
bobbing. Itey are stabilizing the head, ttrrowing it forvard and theg keeping it steady
while the b@y IIEr/es. With the head steady, the eyes are better able to pick out tiny ob-
jects and slight nrlrernents. Anyon6 whro tlas tried to spot birds tlrrough binrcul-ars on a
heaving ship will alpreciate the need for a steady platfo::n! Head stabilizing can be dern-
onstrated by holding a bird by its body ard gently tilting or rolling it: the head rernains
fixed in s1nce. Hcvering bi-rds, such as kestrels, also need to keep their heads steady
wtt-i-Le aloft. A sr:nreyor.once lined up the cross-wires of his theodolite on a kestrel's head
wtrlle it horrered in a strong wind- Itre head was heJ-d rock-steady wtrile tQe body pitched
ard yavrcd anound it. , 

,,
blr Barbara Weller

\*,ldapted frcrn "Bird Behavior,rr" by Robert Burton, @anada Pub]-istr-ing 1985:

JANXmE BIRD tllIES : FEBF[,nRr 1991.

February brougtrt much needed rain to the Jandorrrae district but it also meant fever.bi-rd-
watching excursions. I-bnrcver the strecj-es total- is npr.rntj-ng and has no$r reached 96 $r ilie
district tlrough the rhonthly total was down to 79. l4y yard list has also increased'# a7.
The rncnthly awards for F, bruarlz are: i.t'

Ttre Bird(s) of the nrcnth: T\tuo new species for n
was found in'a c}-unp of trees wLrich se€lns to be
eaters. Stotrping to watctr a flock of Zebra Finc
It didnrt stay aror:nd for long but certainly Ic

The I'Ioise of the ltrnth: the Corellas h,ave arrived. this tirre it is a fl-ock of 70-80 birds. I
One of the dead trees cloqe to us was their hqre for ttrree days. I have been told that l-ast'
tine the Corellas a:=ived, there h€re over 250 in the flock. Apparently sore people took
a few days to avoid the noise. 

.
PuzzLe of the }bnth:_ Can anyone tell- me how 20+ Wtriskered Terns can appear within lO'rruin-
ffin:-ng ana disappear again withjn trrc hours? no silirtjngs before or since.
There elre no other large areas of water within 30 lsn at least. They spent the 2 hours skinm-
ing over the fl-ooded paddocks of a farm near the town darn.

Terry Pacey ( 076685582 )



MEMEERSI BIRD TWIES:

Streaked Shearwater
Bullerrs Shea::uiater
Little Egret
Vtrhrite-bell-ied Sea-eagle *
Vrledge-tailed Eagle
Black-breasted Button-quail( 3birds )
Bail-Ion's Crake

Bush Hen
Painted Snipe ( rnal-e )
White-winged Tern (non-breedi.g)
Rose-crowned Fruit-dove
Littl-e CoreILa (7 birds )
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo
Red-winged Parrot
Ground Parrot
Littl-e 

"1""r. 
Cuckoo (pair)

t"*T""t::*t

r r  r r  (pa i r )

Tawny Frognouth
BIue -winged Kookaburra
Al-bertrs Lyrebird
Rufous Scrub-bird
Ground Cuckoo-:shrike
CLes tnut-nnrfd HylacoJ-a
White -throated C;erygone
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater
Regent Honeyeater (l birds)
Diamond Firetail-
Plun-headed Finch
B]-ack- f aced Woodswallow

L.A. - Laurie Atzeni; F.B. - Ftank
Be.l-cher; J.D. - Joe Deuble; D.G.
Hobson; M.J. - Marilyn Jacobs; P.M.
Keith Treschman; A.S. - Ann Shore;
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on"* ,uo",Laaon
Hoodrs Lagoon
Toowoornba
Ravensbourne
Jandowae
Apex Lake,Gatton
U K i ,  N . S . W .
Karrasch's Lagoon
Alnx Lake,C'atton
Ravensbourne
Boondal-l-
Toowoornba
Jandowae
Cooloola
Flagstone Creek
Cooby Dam
Table. Tbp
Ravensbourne
Glen Lsnond
Redvood Park

Funders St; T'mba
Glenore C:rove
O'Reilleys ,Lamirgton

West Toowoornba
Girraween
Harristov;n
Withcott
Broken Head, N.S.W.
HeJ-idon D, p
Jandowae
Hodgsonva-Le

Belcher; L.B. - LesIeY
Don Gaydon; E.H. - Betty

- Pat M-Connell; T.P.
B.W. - Barbara Wel-]-er

f
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1 7 .  1 1 . 9 0  B . W .
4 . 2 . 9 I  M . J .
L . 2 . 9 I  F . B .

2 9 . 3 . 9 L  D . c .
J a n  r 9 1  T . P .
27. r .9 r  R .H.
L 9 . 2 . 9 I  R . H .

2 9 . 1 2 . 9 0  R . H .
3 . 1 . 9 1  R . H .

3 0 . 3 . 9 1  D . c .
1 8 . 1 1 .  8 9  T . P .

2 5 . I . 9 I  F . B .
F e b ' 9 1  T . P .
9 .  1 . 9 1  R . H .

2 . r 2 . 9 0  R . H .
J a n r 9 1  L . B .
6 . 2 . 9 I  R . H .

1 8 . 3 . 9 1  R . H .
2 I . 3 . 9 L  R . H .

5 . 3 . 9 1  K . T .

N . B .
R . H .  P . M .

P . M .

E . H .  P . M .
K . T .
R . H .  P . M .

N . B .

P . iV .
E . H .
A . S .
E . H .
P . M .
P . M .

2 9 . 3 . 9 L  L . B .  A . S .
T 4 . I . 9 L .  J . D .

1 8 . 1 1 .  8 9  T . P .
2 3 . I . 9 I  R . H .  P . M .
23 . r . 9 I
I I . 2 . 9 I  L . A .
I L . 2 . 9 L  R . H .
2 7 . 2 . 9 I  L . A .
2 4 . 3 . 9 I  K . T .

9 . 2 . 9 1  R . H .
3 . 2 . 9 1  L . B .  M . J .
I ieb '  9 l  L .  A .
I  .  2 . 9 L  L . A .

' 2 2 .  
2 . 9 L  L . A .

Beaton; N.B. - Nancy.
Hobson; R.H. - Rod
Terry ?acey; K.T.
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r r  r  L . r  L ' -  + 4 ' e  J U

of Idaho Biologl' Grou-:
********
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