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''TO EI$CIIJRAGE TliE OBSERI/ATIO\I AI{D STUDY OF THE BIRDS OF THE TWVMMBA AREA. ''

N O .  I 8 7  -  A U G U S T  1 9 9 1

FROM THE EDITOR: The .Annual General }leeti-ng of .the Toowoomba Bird CIub will be hel_d
on T\resday, 15 October at the Toowoonrba Education Centre, Baker Street. 9111. special
guest speaker wil-I be the Honor:rable Pat Comben M.L.A., Minj-ster for Environment and
Heritage, who is coming to speak to us as a fel-low, keen bjrd-watcher. Ttris address wi1l
ka :pen to mernbers and invited guests only as it is in no way a political tal-k but of
ah-avian bent. Drinks and nibbles wiIl be senred at 7.00 p.m. followed by the guest
speaker at 7.30 p.m. After Pat's tal-k we wilL hold our A.G.M. A nqnination form for
trlosi-tions wiIL appear in the next newsl-etter. Please nnrk the date on vour calendar
as we woul-d J-ike a good roll-up of rnernbers.

This montkrs outing will- be in the Mr.:r5hy's freek/He1idon area. Les1ey, who is leading
the outing is optornistic that we may see Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters on the harder country
around lrturphyrs creek. This bjrd is not at present on our check-list.

It4ore artic.l-es are needed for the newsletter. If you have anything of interest frorn a book
or magazine or a personal account, it r,rculd be appreciated.

I'ASKED o{L FUUND TffALLY: on May 7, 1991 a dead Masked or,.il \zto novaehollandiae was
found dead on the warr:eg" nighr"ffio Red-

wood Park. Ttre bird was a large fenral-e of intermediate color.:r phase i.e. off-white disc
darker near the eyes; upperparts blackish-brown with a yellow wash and strntting on back
of head, nape, back and wing coverts; underlnrts off-white with dark spoiti;rg ind sma1l
anxeunts of rufous wash. Ttre legs raere feathered and the tal-ons were laige. ttti= was a
. \g",powerful bird reachilg forty-five centjnretres in length vtrich:-s L j-arge as these
br.ds gLow on the mainland. Sqne other measurements were: weight - 656.2 gnanri; wing-
span approximately 84 centirretres; longest talon - 3.7 centinretres in l-encrth.

Reference: Sjmpson,K. -& Day,N. ( 1984 ). The Birds of Ar:stralj_a Lloyd OrNeil Pty. Ltd.

Pat McConnell

q}TIIre FEPORT:

Gir raween Nat iona l  Park 28  Ju l y  1991

T h e  J u I y  o u t i n g  w a s  b r i l l i a n t  i n  m o r e  w a y s  t h a n  o n e .  I t  w a s  o n e  o f  t h o s e
c l e a r ,  s h a r p  m o r n i n g s  t h a t  s p a r k l e d  a n d  c r a c k l e d  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  s u n .  I c e
m a d e  p a t t e r n s  o n  t h e  f e w  p u d d l e s  t h a t  w e r e  l y i n g  a b o u t  a f t e r  m i d - w e e k
r a i n .  1 3  m e m b e r s  a n d  2  v : - s i t o r s  m e t  a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c e n t r e  t o  b e
g r e e t e d  b y  t h e  c a l l  o f  t h e  R e d  W a t t l e b i r d .
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I t  i s  a l r v a y s  a  d e l i g h t  t o  m e  t , h a t  w i t h i n  a  t w o  h o u r  d r i v e  t o  t h e  G r a n i C r
B e I t  t h e r e  i s  a  w i d e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  b i r d s  t o  t h o s e  i n  T o o w o o m b a .  T h e  f i r s * .
o f  t h e  s p e c i e s  n o t  s e e n  a t  h o m e  w a s  t h e  E a s t e r n  R o s e l l a ,  a l w a y s  a  g e m  w i t h  '
i t s  s c a r l e t  f a c e

W e  . I e ' f  t  t h e  p a r l i  a n d  t r a v e l l e d  o n  t h e  o l d  W a l l a n g a r r a  R o a d  h o p i n g  t o  f  i n d
W h i t e f a c e s .  T h o u g h  t h e s e  w e r e  a b s e n t ,  g r e a t  v i e r r ' s  o f  B r o w n  T r e e c r e e p e r s ,
W h i t e - p l u m e d  H o n e y e a t e r s  a n d  a  C r e s t e d  S h r i h e - t i t  m o r e  t h a n  m a d e  u p  f o r
t h e m .  R e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  p a r k  w e  s t o p p e d  o f f  a t  a  c r e e k  k n o w n  a s  t h e
h a b i t a t  f o r  W h i t e - b r o w e d  B a b b l e r s .  T h e y  t u r n e d  u p  o n  c u e  a n d  t h o u g h  n o t
e v e r y o n e  h a d  g o o d  s i g h t i n g s  t h e y  d i d  h e a r  t h e  c a l l s  a n d  n o t e d  t h e  m o r e
e l u s i v e  b e h a v i o u r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  G r e y - c r o w n e d  r v e ' r e  u s e d .  t o .

L u n c h  w a s  e n j o y e d  a L  t h e  p a r k  w h e r e  w e  w e r e  e n t e r t a i n e d  b y  a  p a i r  o f
S c a r l e t  R o b i n s .  T h e n  i t  w a s  o f f  f o r  a  w a l k  t o  T h e  J u n c t i o n .  T h e  b i r d s
w e r e  f a i r l y  s c a r c e  b u t  t h e  r v i l d f l o w e r s  a n d  s t r i k i n g  s c e n e r y  w e r e  s u p e r b .
T h e r e  w a s  p l e n t y  o f  w a t e r  i n  t h e  c r e e k s  a n d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  g r a n i t e
r o c k  o f  t h e  a r e a  m a d e  t h e  w a l k  t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y a b l e .

5 3  s p e c i e s  w e r e  f i n a l l y  l i s t e d  p l u s  a  S u g a r  G I i d e r ,  C o m m o n  R i n g t a i l  a n d
B r u s h t a i l -  P o s s u m s  a n d  p l e n t y  o f  R a b b i t s  w e r e  s p o t l i g h t e d  b y  t h e  i n t r e p i d
c a m p e r s .

L e s I e y  B e a t o n

I4EIGERIS BIRD Tirc[ES - ENDITG fiJLY I-991.

Btm
Great Crested Grebe
Brcwn Goshawk
Little Eagle
Spotted Ha:=ier
Black Falcon
Peregrine Fal-con
Painted Button-quail
Pied Oystercatcher
Red-necked Avocet
Brcad-bil1ed Sandpiper
Hrera]-d Dove
Red-winged Parrot
Budgerigar
Masked GnrJ. (road kill)

Australian Owlet-nightj ar
Red-backed Kingfisher ( fenale)
White-tailed Kingfisher
Noisy Pitta
Noisy Pitta

Ground Cuckoo-shrike
AustraLian Fernr,vren
Western Gerygone
Co1den bowerlcird
Satin Bowerbird (5)
Spotted Ekrwericird
Great Bowerbird
Crirnson Finch
Blue-faced Finch
Black-backed Butcherbird

Jimbour Plains through JuIy

Jimbour
Hoodrs Dam
Jandowae Town Dam
C'nantham

Redvood Park
Jimbour Plains
Grantham
Redc]-iffe

Westrnar
K]-einton

Cranley
Ju]-atten
Redvpod Park
Redwood Park

Richardrs Court
Mt. Bartle Frere
Flagstone Creek
Pa]-urna
l,tujr St; Toouioonba
Westnar
Mt. Carbine
Eubanee Swaml>
Mt. Lewis
Laura

T P

R . H .
T . P .
R . H .
T D

A . S .
T .  P .
R . H .
c.A.
P.Mc.et al-
D . G .
M . J .
c .A.
A . D .
P.Mc. f ,

,9

R.H.  P .Mc.
D.G.  B .W.  e t
D . G .
D . G .  R . H .
B.W.
B . W .
P.Mc.
D . G .
P.Mc.
D . G .
B . W .
c .A.
D . G .
D . G .
D . G .
D . G .

- Rod Hobson;
- Ann Shore;

Helidon S1n June/July 9L
Cajrns Esplanade 14.3.91
Sylvan Court, Trmba 3.5.91

May-Ju Iy r9 l

6 .6 .9L
3 /5 .7 .9L

l_8 .7 .91
17 .7 .9L

19.  6.  9 l_
26 .7 .9L
2L .7 .9 r
13 .6 .  91

30 .  6 .  91
15 .  6 .  91

15 .3 .  91
30 .  6 .  9L
27 .7 .9L
27 .7 .9L

1 .4 .91
9 .3 .  91

28 .4 .9L
L7 .3 .9L
9 .6 .9 r

30 .6 .91
12 .3 .9 r
17 .  3 .  91
16 .  3 .91
13 .3 .91_

Redv,ood Park (botton 8.5.91
entrance )

Seventeen l4i]'e road 30.7.91

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike (dark phase) Redviood Park

C.A. - Clare Anderson; A.D. - Allan Davidson; D.G. - Don Gaydon; R.H.
M.J. - It4arilyn Jacobs; P.Mc. - Pat l'lcConnell; T.P. Tel=y Pacey; A.S.
B.W. - Barbara Weller.
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IIIE mNmnG AIE4XRES (Diomedea exculans )

"God save thee, ancient rnariler!
Frcrn the frj-ends that plague thee thus!-
Why lookst thou so?"
"With my cross-bow I shot the

ALBATRGS ! ''

Thus did the ancient nnriner bring bad l-uck to his ship. Everyone else soon trrerished from
thirst after the albatross had led them north out of lne i-cy perils of the far southern
ocean. There is no doubt that albatrosses can fj_nd their wa1.a-ross thousands of rnil_es of
featurel-ess ocean. A recent radio-tracking study by French lcientists has shown this.
The Wandering Albatross, Dionredea excul-ans, is the v,rorldrs largest flying bird with a wing-
slnn that can be over three netres and a weight of mcre ttran tin kilo$an6. It is found
only in the southern oceans, right down to the Antarcti-c contj-nent.It eats cuttl_e-fish and
she]-l-fish form the surface of the oceErn.
The Wanderj-ng Albatross nests on land., mostly on the oceanic isl-ands. The Ftench scientists
caught six rnaie albatrosses as the bjrds sat on their nests on ti:ry Crozet Island, half way
between Southern Africa and Antarctica. Tftey stratrped radio transmitters weighing lg0 g.urnl
on to the birds and then put them back on their nests. Soon the nrales r,rere rlplaced on

rfh:T 19sts !v 
tneir nntes, and they took off on foraging trips of frqn three to thirty-

\.-.t?"_days. In such a broad expanse of ocean, the only practicable way of following tha
birds' path was by satel-lite tracking. This is whrat the Ftench rrcrkers d.id.
Jttst how far did the birds travel? Male D traveLled the fi:rtherest - over 15 000 kilqretres.
He took a great looping lnth down to Antartica and back to Heard Isl-and and trnst Kerguelen
Isl-ard on his way honre thirty-three days later. The birds often averaged speees of 50 - 60
kilqnetres per hour and flew day and night.

The most imSnrtant factor for the flight plans of these huge birds was the speed and direct-
ion of the wind. By noting accurate records frcrn the br:reau of Meteorofogy in lblbourne,
it was clear to the scientists that the albatrosses flew out using tajl-winls. lrJtren they
returned, they tracked jlto the wind jr:st like a yacht. If it was cal-m, they rested on the
sea sr:rface- such a large, heavy bird cannot expect to obtain sufficient fiit trqn flapping
its enornrous wings - it reU-es greatly on the w:ina,s energy to keep it a1oft.
These careful- scientific measursnents have confirmed that albatrosses can cover huge dist-
ances of ocean and can find their way wi-th une=ing accuracy. The Ancient Marjner'i al-bat-
ross was indeed unluc\r to nreet such a gruesone fate. Tlee i,vorld i,rould be a trnorer place
without these glorious biJds griding over our southern oceans.

'Iapted form Biology in Action, i{o.31, Jufy 1990. Rrblished by the Australian Academlr of
Science.

BIRD MTGRATTCT.I

rs bird migration geneticat'ty controlred or a rearned behavior:r?
The cuckoo l-eaves us in no doubt: his parents flee the restrnnsibility that cqnes with trnrent-hood and head south, long before the youngster has taken his fjrst ir-rrp ton the foster
nets. But the story isn't always so clear and sornetines it is hard to determine the relative
importance of l-earned and genetic behaviour.

Take the case of the warblers. Sqre species undertake long distance migration, others only
loca] , sone try partiai- migration wtrjl-e others have given up the vrtrole idea as altogether
too nmch. What is it that determines if and how far the birds wiII migrate?
sorne cl-ues have corne frcm captive bjrds artificially raised frcrn the egg. By keepillg the
birds under constant conditions of light, terntrnrature and so on, the birrds do show cJ_ear
seasonal- deposition of fat, a prelude to migration, and the extent of mignratory behavio'r
of the captives is related to the duration ind migratory distance of the wild foptrlationfrsn which they came.
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When a sedentary population of warblers was cross bred with a @rman migratory one, a bit
l-ess than half the offspring extribited signs of migratory restlessness, and clearly were
trying to head off in the same direction as their @rman parents had gone! C].early both
their r:rge to migrate and thejr direction of rnigration r,vere inherited.

Adapted frorn Biology in Action, I\b.31, July l-990. Pubtished by the Austral-ian Academlz of
Science.

NEIY ME!,!BERS: We welcorne the follcvuing mernbers to the cJ-ub and trust their stay wj-th us
wfnTtmhg and f:rrittuJ- one.
l.{:rs Jean Skinner, Gracets Road, via Bowravi-l-Ie, N.S.W. 2449

Susan Audet, 2/58 Ipswich Street, Toor,rconba. 4350.

FUTT'RE OUTTIG

TOChIOO,IBA BIRD CT.UB

\
\

065 647795

39L492

Sunday, 25 August

Sunday, 22 Sept.

QUEEI\XSLAND ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIET{ (07 26L

Saturday, 24 August Tarnbourine Itbuntain

}4:rphyrs creek and HeLidon. vleet at the l4:rphyrs creek store over the
railway line at 7.30 a.m. Leader Lesley Ebaton - 308481

Fiel-d Outhg to near Inglewood. l4eet at the rnairr picnic
g::ound at the dam at 9
(Coolrnunda Dam is abou

Leader Rod Hobson - 075 661379
drive fron Tooranonrba ) .

)

Sat 14 - Sun 15
Septernber

Wednesday 18 Sept.
Sunday, 22 Sept.
Saturdayr 23 Sept.
Saturday, 12 Oct.

Sprj-ngbrook

I'lorning Bi-::dwalk at Thrornlands
BeILthorpe
lrloosa Heads
Mt. Cordeau<, Cunninghamrs Gap

ATT{(AL GENffiAL MEHIIIS

the Annual- General Meeting of the Tooruconba Bird
CIub will be held on T\resday 15 October 1991- at
the Toowoonba Education Centre in Baker Street.
The neeting is open to menrbers and invited quests
only. Nibbles and drinks conmencj:ng at 7.00 p.m.
Guest speaker at 7.30 p.m.
**#s****#*##H**ffiffiffi*H**************#**********

{
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Pat Mc0onne1l,
I Richardrs Court,
TWnI€MBA. 4350 c


