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F:RCM TtlE EDIITCIR:_ The dr1' weather is continuing with rlcre rnovefitents of bj-rds i-n search
ffi. rorest Kingfishers have been sighted in the coverage area - this
species is norrnalty quite rare in our study area. There have been npre retrprts of
Red-tailed Black Cockatoos around lleJ-idcn/Iredal-e and I had the pleasure of ttusk
Lorikeets visitJng the callistemon in my garden.

A new bird has been added to our Toowoomba coverage area checklist with the sighting
of a White-winged Tern at Helidon Spa in late Septenrber. A fuJ-l report wiJ-l be given
on this in the next ner^rsletter.

Nqnilations trave been received for most of the office bearers for the coning year;
however the positions of T5:easr:rer and Librarian are still to receive ncnr-inations.
Please cone to the Annual- General- meeting to be heJ-d on T\:esday 15 October at the
Education Centre in Baker Street and hear our very special guest speaker - the Hon-
ourable Pat Cornben, Irtinister for the Environment and lbritage.

I wil-l- not be standing for the position of editor for the next year. I woul-d like
to take this otr4:ortunj-ty to thank alJ- those people who have assisted me in any way
to carrlz out the task of producing the monthLy nevasletter for the lnst three years.

SEPTETIEER CT}TTIG: 29 Septefter 1991 at Coolnurda Hn, Ing:Lerrnod.

"The best laid plans ofmice andmen. ...", the tjnre of the yearwas right -
nuigrration tirne, there is a drought on, ergo, pienty of expose<i mr.:d so - where were
the waders? A few Black-winged Stilts, an occasional Black-fronted Plover but naraT
a sandpiper or stint to pr:nctuate the nnrd banks. StiJ-J- we saw sone good regnrlar
residents, different frorn thre Dip or around the Spa. IVo Red-winged parzots or Little
Corell-as there. And the seige of the Night He::ons below the dam waIL in the wiJ-J.ows
and eucallpts was a sight to beholdi along with the red-bell-ied Black Snake skirrming
the surface, and the creat Cormorant with the Tandan jmpal-ed through the gill :slits.

The drive arotmd the dam was weIL lrcrth ttre dtrst and semi-trailers for the Spiny-
cheeked Honeyeaters and Crested shrike-tits and the Southern w?ritefaces. Confiding
bi-rds are ttrritefaces and they didn't rnind close scnrtiny at aIlt the five of them
the seven of us, €y€ to eye, alnxrst - "newr s5:ecies for npst of r:^s, a rare treat for
al l .

So wkrat of the other seventy-nine species of tlre day?- there were the flocks of
Whiskered Terns, many in breeding plunage, wheeling,and plunging; aIL the cormorants;
all the egrets except the Intermediate; a brooding ftestless flycatcher jn a delicate
cup over the water; Clamorous Reed-warblers, the flutey piping of Little Grassbirds
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in the Juncus, B1ue-faced Honeyeaters, Atrnstlebirds and Choughs, Red-n:ryled pa:rots
and Fan-tail-ed cucl<oos and fiftv- five nrcre.

Lesley the nroths were Utetheisa pulchelloides .and Cn:ria sp?, the latter one berng
the one in Balmain colours. Nanes slipped me on the day. Sincerely hope I can rernernber
them vhen we visit Coolnn:nda next year as we a-l-l decided r,rlcul-d be a very good idea.

R.G.Hobson

ON @REIJAS: A few years ago I rnanrelled at the clouds of Little Corellas on the banks
oT-the-GTiver in Western Australia, never thinking that we rryrculd h,ave or:r own cloud
in our Mount Colliery Va1ley. Whereas il previous years eight corellas sighted in the
area (and thrat was only during the last couple of years) was rernarkable, this yeetr,
beginning in l4ay the nrrnbers quickly bujl-t up to over a 1000 birds, probably over 1500,
ccrning in to camp il the forest along the creek. A great cacophony of noiise would pre-
cede them as they approached, veaT late irr the evenilg. We ruculd dash qrt oide to ratch.
Soretines we tere favoured with a great srirl of birds, turning over the houee ar they
noisily sorted out where they were going to canp that night. Ia ras alrays in the saae
general area and it was alrays quite dark before the noise dilinished and spall floekc
ceased flying arounti to settle elsewhere.

through the nightar particularly on noonlight nights, they could be heard occacionally,
seeringly conplaining querulously, and at the first pale daylight they rcre off in ful
flight and voice. Soretires a fer cane around the house in dayiight hourc, and on one -/
rerorable norning there rere four long bil1s in the top of the tree near the house.
?hough we werc incredulous at first, re had plenty of tile to observe ther as they talked
to Roars longbills in the aviary. lYe never did find out where the nain flock fcd iaII
dayr though they seered to break up into snaller flocks and head for the plain country
only gathering again in the evend,ngo Then, ia earLy June, everJr one raa goleo

Nancy Gooding

BIRD WATCHING TOURS AI{D PI,ACE,S OF ACCOilMODATTOH:

Every year nu.eroua brochures arrive on these alvertising forth-coning trips or places
of acoostodation. Most are held by the eecretary. Sone we advertise in the-newsletter,
but tbe uajority are just kept. If you need nore infornation on these things, please
contact Ann Shore.

The latest one to arrive is fron JUIATTET{ where the Kingfisher Caravan Park is reknorned,
for the' nany birds that freduent the nearby rainforest and other varied habitats. Don ,.
Gaydon recently hed article in the nersletter describing the narvellous bird-watching ,/
be eacountered while staying at the caravan park.

A r e a  1 .

Area  2 .

A rea  3 .
A rea  4 .

A rea  5 .

K ing f i she r  Pa rk
and  w i t h i n 'wa l k i ng
d i s tance .  Some  b i r ds
a re  seasona l  r  som€
ra re  v i s i t o r s  . l  unmaa i zed t
M t .Lew is ,h i gh  l eve l
r a i n fo res t .
Abba to i r  swamp .
Mt .Mo I l oy  and
Sou thedge  Lake .
Mary fa rms  and
Mt , .  Ca rb ine .
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The piping shrike is deadl Long live the piping rhrikc!
Tbe erotically nared official bird cyrbol sf Soutb lnetralia
existe not in natnrc, onJ.y in legislation. The piping ahrike
ir oely a ryth! In reality the badge of South Australia ie
a colrol backyard ragpie. It war ornithological ignoranee
rather than sSnbolisr that lead to the terr I'piping rhrikerl
becning enehrined in the atiter heritage.

Although it rar evideat nany year! ago that therc tar no
piping chrikc, aad that the terr ras a colonial colloquial-
irr, tbc fact was ignored. In 1979, thc invention becarc
fact rhen the State Governrent paeted legiolation naking
tbe non-eristent piping shrike the official- state elbler'
The story of hor an ornithological atchaisr becare thc
strnbo1 of a state hae never been fully told" Sore official
governtent parphletr on the state badge attribute it ar
the sole rork of the leading artict of the periodr Robert
Crai6, while others say it wae initially designed by Craig
but later altered by Art Gallery director Hamy Pelling
GiLl. Hore recently, it hae been clained that the oriEinal
design nas nade by young Adelaide artist Frances Jane
Warhurst, and Later copied. It is said she copied her
ilesigo frol the eagle seal of the South Australian counsel

-of the king of Prussis.

The nearest South Auetralia hae to a full hietory of the
piping shrike enbler is a paper prepared by University of
Adelaide careera adviser l '[r Mileg Kerby. He arrived in
South Australia about 20 years ago and was fascinated by
the eable!. Mr Kmbyie reaearch shors that the story of
the piping shrike badge began in Downing Street, Londont
on Noverber 29, 19@t when the Secretary of State for
Coloniec, Mr Joseph Chanberlain, rrote to the Australiaa
governor-;caoral elect, Lord llopetounr pointing'put that
the Cououwealth of Australia, due to be proclaired five
reeke later, would require a net great seal. Following
thia, the piping shrike prbtrcr was created in January
1901f rhen State Governor Lord Tennyson couissioaed
a ner state badge. UJithin a fel reeksr apparently with-
out public consultation, it had bcen designed and approved and raa on its ray to London

for the royal aeal of acceptance. A nodern trnnphIet, published by the South Auetralian
Governrent printer, rhich gives a brief history of the eeblen saysr trthe origtnal draring
rac carried out by Robert Craig of the School of Arts in 1!O4t and a later draring by
Ilarry P GiIl, who ras the Princitrnl of the School of Artstt. A South Australian Museul
infogation sheet sayasrqlbe artist of the State badge raa Robert Craig of the School of
Artc, rho radc the origninal in 19O1.rl

Born in Scotland i;n,18?1, Robert Crai6 anived in Adelaide in 18?4. He taugbt all brancher
of art, including aculpture, and sore of his rorks are not held by the Art Gallery of
South Australiar

While therc ray be doubt about on rhose work the design is basedt there ie no doubt about
rbieh bird the pipiag chrike depieto. AI1 rodern rcfcrencec refer to it aa bcing the Whitc-
backcd }tagpie, thich is corron throughout eouth-eartern Auctralia. The eoafueior about itc
nale cale fror early coloniets likening it to thc Europcan ehrikc and ita loudr distinctivc
call lcd to its being eaLLcd the rrpipiag shrikorr. Hr Kerby discovered thia dcacriptioa of
thc piping ehrike in the Noverber, 19olr edition of the South Australiaa Education Depart-
reattl publication, fChildrenrg Hourr3"Arong the root plentiful of the eiaging birdr in
our country are thosc knorn as thc White-backed Cror-shrike or tVhistling Cror-ehriket but
rc knor ther bcst ac Auetralian Ha6piesj'A South Australian Museul infonation leaflet
describes the piping shrike as being the nare given to the Slhite-backed Hagpie (Gyrnohina

tibicea leuconota)r-a eubspecies of the Australian Hagpie (Gyrnorhina tibicen).

The Pruss ian  consu l  sea l ,
claimed to be the basis of the
modern pipins shrike seal.

Sourh Aurtralie'r oricin l oftcld lcd. rlth thc oioinr rhrr
rbovr irTtr rrd lr freturcd la r Goviraocnr Hiur iirao

Adapted fron The Advertiser, Saturday, August 1!1 1989 by Barbara Wel1er.
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runnE EVHfTS - Iooroorba Bird Club

"1,492, 1,493. . . This people'count Sets more dfficult
every year."

Annual Generar ileeting at Educatioa centre, Baker street.
l,lerbere are asked to amive about Z.oo pr and to bring a
plate. lhe talk by our guest spcaker pat corben rilr comence
about l .JO pl .

Bird-a-thon. A sponoorship forl is enclosed in thie neralcttcr.
Arrangerents for this ril1 be rade at the A.G.l,[.
on the day re riII be nceting for lunch at Ann shorere prace,
Withcott at about 12.OO Roonr

Lockyer Yietlands. Heet at the Aper Iake, Gatton at /.OO a;.
PI"EASE NOIE THAT THIS oItTINc UENUE H s BEEI{ CHANGED DttE To Tm
COIITINIIING DRT WEATEER.
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Tueoday, 1l October

Sunday, 2/ October

Sunday, 24 l{ovelber

IEE TOOI,IOOMBA BIRD CIUB NEI.'SIJETTER
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ff und.eliverable return to
Toowoonba Bird Club Inc,,it'*.
P.O. Box 67
Darling Eeights. Qld.. 4W
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Pat M-@neIL,
8 Richardrs Court,
TWffiMBe. 4350 c


