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EDITORTAL:
Hol Ho! Ho! Merry Christmas! Is it really that time of year already? The

festive season always seems to sneak up on me like a twitcher on.a Wood Sandpiper.
Statements Like "Hurry, only five shopping days Left until Christmas! " always seem to '-
erupt out of the blue, catching the unprepared and turning even the most cool, collected
people into blubbering panic-merchants. Still, once al] the pandemonium is over and the
big day has passed, its great to head out with your new binoculars/telescope/field-guide
and indulge in some summer-time birdwatching.

The unusual climaUc conditions are set to initiate more unusual movements among
bird populations thris summer, with water-birds Likely to be of particular interest. Who
knows what may roll on into Hoods? Since the last newsletter another new bird has paid
Hoods a visit (details below). Summer is the time for watching wading birds in Austrilia,
and what a fascinating time it always is! There is a certain mystique and charisma
associated with sandpipers and their kind, appreciated only after one learns of their
remarkable lifestyle. Wader-watcNng is in a bracket all of its own, and is certainly an
intgrest which can become a passion. Rod Hobson's November outing (see report, this
isSye) gave members a chance to view severaL inland wader spe&es, and a great
e{gcational tjme was had by all. Don't miss our February coaitat wader outing in
Brisbane for a chance to see many more species. Remember, most of the waders that are
now occupying our mud-flats and beaches will be off to Siberia and elsewhere to breed
come late summer, so now is the Ume to catch up with these little globe-trotters.

Time ,/ Date
PIace

Observers
Optics

On a more administralive note, a rerninder is hereby issued that subscriptions aret -
\* now d.ue and payable to Treasurer Nicki, and, for all you "culture-beasts" there's a

coming treat detailed in this issue.

Finally, from everyone on the executive, Merry Christmas and Happy New year!

NEW TOOWOOMBA BIRD No.271
GREENSHANK, Tringa nebularia.

8 .15  a .m .  (E .S .T .  )  /  30 .11 .91 .
Hood's Dam via He]idon. O.
A .T .S . :  9342  1 .24539 .
E.  & R.Hobson.
" Zeiss " 10 x 40E} Binoculars.
" Nikon " 10 x 25 Binoculars.
" Carton " 20 x 60 Telescope.



Weather Conditions

Distance.to Subject
Comments

Field Marks

Similar Species
considered

Extremely humid - post thunderstorm, no, breeze, 7.5*
cloud cover. Visibility very gooo.
Variable - see comments.

r Flushed initialty from eastern shoreline. Bird took flight,
.uttering loud " tew, tew, tew " afarm calls the while till.
Ianding on the opposite bank. Ftight with dipped
wingbeat comparable to that of the Marsh Sandpiper,
Tringa stagnatalis, but not as fast. Bird nervous and
hard to approach, easily flushed. Good views only
obtained through telescope. A solitary but Marsh
Sandpiper, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and Black-winged
SUtt all closeby for size comparisons. Watched bird for
approx. 20 minutes after which time it took to wing
Ianding on small dam to the north on explosives factory
Iand. No evidence of bird following morning -
9 . 3 0  a . m .  ( E . S . T .  )  R . c . H .
A large wader. Long, dark, slightly upturned bill.
Grey-green legs flailing beyond tail in flight. Wtrite rump
onto Iower back distinctive during flight. No wingbars.
Marsh Sandpiper, Tringa stagnatalis, a smalLer: species
with a long needle-Iike biX (also present this day'for
compariscln ) .

l 9 F ,

R . G . H o b s o n  r r : '
GRANTHAM. I
3 0 . 1 1 . 9 1 .

)

TOOWOOMBA BIRD CLUB NOVEMBER OUTING _ LOCKYER WETI,ANDS.

One of the more esoteric " advantages " of the recent drought was capitalissfl upon
by,Tciowoomba Bird CIub members on the November outing. As a direct consequence of
the drear conditions the executive had previously decided on a change of venue from
Redwood Park, our usual " end of year " birding destination. There had been a general.
shift in bird populations because of the harsh r-lim3f[s condiUons. Redwood Park was
desolate of its usual frugivores and, ;conversely, the local wetlands had a concentration
of waterfowl because of the general dissipation of surface water occasioned by the
drought. It was of this situation that we were able to take full advantage, recording 77
species for the day, with approximately 50% of the species sighted being waterbirds. As
Toowoomba is land-Iocked with an absence of suitable habitat, especially for wading birds
many members had a unique opportunity to observe such birds with quite a few " firsts
" being added to many personal lists.

The out ing commenced at  6 .30 a.m.  E.ST. ,  24.LL.91 by Gat ton Apex Lake
where a rewarding hour was passed with the observing of such as Glossy Ibis, Wandering
Whistling-Duck, Latham's Snipe and Marsh and Sharp-ta:led Sandpiper. From here we
lr6vollsfl directly to the backwaters of Atkinson's Lagoon recording Pallid Cuckoo and
Australian rB-nUsh-turkey en route. The receding waters of the lagoon had exposed
extensiVe mudflats, those areas greatly beloved by " waderphiles ". Here we weren't to
be'disbppointed, recording eleven species of this type; Red-capped Plover, Red-necked
Avocet, jMafbh, Sharp-tailed and Curlew Sandpipers, Red-necked Stint and Latham's
Snipe being the more noteworthy. Sandpipers were particularly abundant probing the
flats, a:tlevring clbse scrutiny by binocular and telescope. Large flocks of Whiskered
Terns in every aspect of breeding plumage wheeled the waters and a single non-breeding
White-winged Tern was noted 'midst their complement.

The highlight of the day was our sighting of a lone Bar-tailed Godwit, an unusual
species in-iand but prevalent on coastal mudflats. The closely related Black-tailed Godwit
is more likely to be encountered here, several sightings of this species having been

)



report€d tOCaLy of Iate. Searching available hteratur.e, Storr and Roberts, I can find no
reference to the Bar-tailed Godwi[ having been recorded in the Lockyer Valley previous.
" The Atlas of Australian Birds " does record this species in the self same area'of which
I writd but the"records are scant, the reporting rate being Iess than 11* i.e. I'the
percentage of 'record sheets in the Field Atlas on which a given species was recorded. "
This was'ia' good'record for members who summonsed the ene.gy in the, by then,
oppressive mid-day heat. Lunch was taken in the picnic area ind events curtaited
thereafter..;Qn the homeward bound journey an.unusual sight presented itself in a smatl
farm dam adjacent the picnic area entrance,. Telescopes revealed a wisp of 20+ Latham's
Snipe festooning a rocky islet in the middle of the dam, a fitUng end to the day. Now that
the rains-are upon us it may be several years before such an opportunity again presents
itself to us in the Lockyer Valley.

R. G . Hobson
GRANTHAM.
1 5 .  1 2 . 9 1

UP',DATED CFTECKLTST AND "NEw oR UN.u\quAL BrRD REpoRT FORM"

Due to the influx of new species recorded in'the Toowoomba district this year, the
decision was made to update our area check-Iist. A copy of the new check-Iist is
enclosed. As you will see, the new check-Iist retains the format of the old check-list with
one notable addition: The introductjon of a "New or Unusual Bird Report Form", tobe
submitted in conjuncUon with certain sightings, indicated upon the check-Iist by an
asterisk. These forms, obtainable from the Record's Officer when required, are to be
submitted along with check-Lists in the usuaf fashion. The new or unusual sightings will
then be assessed by the RariUes Comrnittee and either accepted or rejected from inclusion
in club records

".: i : : ;  This may sound very draconian, but i t  wil t  bring
nation's most respectable ornithological c]ubs, and serves
reEard.to our own clubrrecords :

.  
t : '

' i '  :"1. It wiII ensure that false identifications of unusual birds do not,enter,club
,, i .  'g ir€cords, and just as important ly:

i); ,,12- WiIl facilitate the colfection of interesting data relating to the sighungs of
2j'; I unusual birds by our dub over the years. For example, instead of our records
3r : simply indicating that a Black-tailed Godwit (eg) waJsightedin February 19g3,

they will in future indicate that the bird was alone, that it arrived in dry weather
{:':" conditions, that it appeared nervous and edgy, had worn feathers, and *as gone
.o n r .il, iafter .thr,ee. days rgsrflgncy ( 13-15th Feb ) at Hoods Dam . The forms .may even note.^-'"how the bird .tnras,{eeding,.-interacting,with.other waders etc,. : . ..-: ,._ :..1

)^1

Assessment by the Rarities Committee will apply to new bird sigh6ngs ag.wdl as
the unusual sightings indicated upon the check-ljst. This shoutd in no way discouragle.;
members from indicating an unusual bird upon their monthly check-Iist if lney believe,
they have seen it. Conversely, this form provides us all with a chance to describe ouT
great sighting in detail , and contribute to the club's data-base on birds of the Toowoomba
area. Any members wishing to, but currently not receiving check-Iists for monthly
submission are invited to contact the Editor.

our dub into line, with the
two important purposes with

The RariUes Committee
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New or Unusual Bird Report Form
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"OVERSEAS TRIP 1991 - Part 1"

Forewarned that the English summer was wet and very cool, I stuffed my bags. wittt
rainwear and warm clothing before leaving for the U . K . in mid August. However, I toqk
the sunshrine with me and wished I hadn't taken the Jeremiahs quite so literally. : ii:t,

Spending most of my Ume deep in the country there were ample opportuniU." tot
birdwatching in odd. moments wherever I went. Ouiet walks in the Sussex woodland
laetrQediChiff Chaffs,.Tree Creepers, ,BIue and Great Tits, a Blackcap and a Nuthatch
crac,\ing nuls it had wedged into bark qrevices. An ancient woodland of Sweet Chestnut,,
Oak, Alder and much else, now bearing scars and open spaces, sad reminders of the
fearful Autumn storm of October 1987 which wreaked such havoc in South-eastern
England. The open glades replanted with Oak saplings amid other signs of rejuvenation'
and,the whole wood ativs with sound of acuve wildrife and birdsong. 

. 1
Early mornings from a high window gave glimpses of Long-tailed Tits, perky Robins,'r:-r
Greenfinches searcNng for Blackberries and seeds; the twittering of tiny brightlyr I'
coloured Goldfinches as they hunted for tilstle-heads, and Blackbirds, head on one side, 11
listening as they inspected fresh mole-hills for worms, while plump Wood Pigeons flew ,'i
over or'satinthe tall ,frsq.$ uttering their well-remem-bef.ed "Don't scold so,:sukey. Don,'S.
scold so.,. sukey. Donlt. l'. O.n the nearby pond one day were Mute Swans.and alwalzs,
numbers of Coots;.a pg.l.Froj handqgrne Greatrcrested Grebes with their stripy youngsters
and several Tufted Duck giving diving displays while Maltard families sunned themselves
on the bank.

Visits to other parts of the country brought sightings of Swaltows, House Martins
and ,Swifts; the flash of a Kingfisher darting up-stream; a Mistle Thrush, Garden
WarbLenr Dunnock and Spotted Flycatcher. Elsewhere it was the unmistakable laughing
call of the Green Woodpecker (supposed, Iike the Koel here, to herald the much-needed
rain); a pair of red-Iegged Partridges perched atop a straw bale high on the South Downs
and gulls at the coast, or: following the plough, just to name a few.

t ' ! i

- '1 . -  :  - - l  .

qUfu

, . IW.:

i r ; ,
,  ' I t  !

Ann Shore



MEMBER'S BIRD NOTES
' AII sighUngs as submitted by members of Toowoomba Bird Club.

not vouched for by T.B.c. Please check with observer before citing.

Hood 's  Dam,  Ho l idon.
Jandowae Town Dam.
Lake Bindegolly.
Lake Bindegolly.
Burleigh Heads.
Redwood Park.
Li t t le Desert  N.P.,  V.
T r c u m w a l ,  N . S . W .
Jandowae Town Dam.
Jandowae Town Dam.
Bridge, Raff  Sts.  T'mba.
near Helidon.
Grantham.
Iredale "
Helidon Dip.
Toowoomba.
Mui r  S t . ,  T ' r i rba j  '  '  :

T o c u m w a l , N . S . W . '
Bruny Island, Tas.
Kooranga Nth.S. Schooi.
10km.  N.W.  Jandowae.
Un i .  Cent re ,  T 'mba.
Bedourie.
Jandowae Hospt. Grounds.
Jubilee Park. ' 'ra

.Refwood 
Park.

' 
Goondiwindi.

'koonchera Sandhi] l ,  S..A: 
. ; ,

t t i G l e n g y l € , " ,  S . W ; Q I f r ; , " '  i ,
iUn i .  Co l lege,  T 'mba:
C r a d l e ' M t n . ,  T a s .  j  '

rSpreyton, Tas
Devonport ,  Tas.
Bruny Island, Tas.
Mollongghip, V.
T r c u m w a l ,  N . S . W .

Plum-headed Finch
Spotted Bowerbird St. George.
Masked Woodswallow . t:,ilydale i -
wtriteEbro'wFidru/"icodswalrow;.: . Lilyd"ale ,,. , ,. ., ,i,: .!.. . ,r;,,
Dusky Woodswallow (30+) r " Sylvan Court "') 'T'rmba; , j:,

* both sighUngs of dark form bird.

Acburacy

Black-necked Stork

Freckled Duck (2)
Blue-billed Duck (3)
Osprey ( nesting )
Black Falcon
Malleefowl ( 3 )
Spotless Crake
Black-tailed Native-hen (2)
Red-necked Stint (2)
White-headed Pigeon
Red-tai]. B. Cockatoo (5)

Yellow-tail. B. Cockatoo (3)
Musk Lorikeet 

,r' l ir., | .,
Superb Parrot
Swift Parrot
Mulga Parrot (2)
BIue Bonnet (2)
Barn OwI
EaStetn Grass OwI
Re'6-Dackbd Kingfisher
Noisy Pitta
* Wh.-bell. Cuckoo-shrike
a  : ( l :  ' r ' r i l ; :

Rdrll-dapped Robin :;i '. i '

Eyteali Grasswren ,,: )F
Gfey,icfassw1gn ';irr i l.;, ,";
Spirly-cheeked Honeyeatef
Y ellow*throated H oney'eater ;
BlBck-.headed Honeyeater ' ,
Crescent Honeyeater ! :
Forty-spotted Pardalote
European Greenfinch
Tree Sparrow

08 .09 .91  K .T .
02 .10 .91  T .P .
18 .09 .91 'RH . ,P . I r 4cC .
18.09.91 R.H.,P.r\tC.
22 .08 .9 r  J .D .
19 .06 .91  A .S .
19 .10 .91  R .  H .
22 . I 0 .9 r  R .H .
12 .11 .90  T .P .
12 .11 .90  T .P .
21 .09 .91  J .D .
17 .08 .91  K .T .
18 .08 .91  B . fm .
30 .08 .91  L .A .
08 .09 .9 r .  K .  T  .
7 /5  .O7  . 9L  K .  T .
3 *15 .10 .91  E } .W.
22 . r0 .9 I  R .H .
21  . 09 .91  D .c  .  ,  D .  H  .
24.L0.9L T .P.
24 .L0 .9 I  T  .  P .
20 .09 .91  B .W.
09.09.91 RH.,P.l/rc. ,
31  .10 .91  T .P .  ,  , ' ,
25 .08 .9 I  B . f ru , J ;O 'C . i
27 .07 .9L  B .W.
30 .08 .91 '  L .A . , ,  , . ' , ,  .  ,
' 30 ' . 06 .9L "  'C .A .  ; ' 1 "  i : : :
15:09.91 RH.,P.lqff, .
13:09.91, ;: RJ{.,P.l.r,.tc'l
20 .06 .91 ' :  P .MbC. -  i ' t
13 .09 . ' 91  " ' .  D .G .  ;  D .F l r
09 : , 09 .91  D .G . ,D .H . :  :
09 .09 .91 . , '  D .G . ,D :h .
20 .09 .9L  D .c . ,D .H .
18 .10 .91  R .H .
21 .10 .91  R .H . ' 1 ,
17 .10 .91  T .P .  ,  :
30 .06 .91  C .A .
22 .09 .9L  " .P .McC.

"  22;09;9I  .  .  "P.McC. . ' . , , .
21 r  09 .91  M .J .

" . , r l  , . 1  , , i  
: : .  ; l

c -A . ,  c  Anderson ;  L .A . r : I= r .A tzen i ;  B . fm . ,  Boo th  fam i l y ;  J .D . ,  J .Deub Ie ;  D .G . ,  D .
Gaydon ;  D .H . ,  D .H i l l ;  R .H . ,  R .Hobson ;  M .J . ,  M .Jacobs ;  p .Mcc . ,  p .Mcconne [ ;
J -o ' c - ,  J .  o ' con r , r o r ;  T .p . ' ,  T .  pacey ;  A . s . ,  A . sho re ;  K .T . ,  K .T reschman ;  B :w . ,
B .  Wel lg r  i

Records 'Officer.



' 'B IRDS AND BUGS' '

Working in the more isolated regions of Australia does have its advantages. Very
early one morning (3 a.m. ) the Lights around the drill ing rig were engulfed by insects.
Thousands of insects. When the sun came up, the insects hit the ground and about ten
minutes later, the Fork-tailed Kites (and a few Brown Falcons and Ravens) hit the bugs.
In an area the size of about 2.5 football-fields would have been close to five hundred
Fork-tailed Kites madly picking away at this feast upon the ground. An hour later the
kites had dispersed and the usua-I number of up to fifty were beginning to ride the
thermals above the oil field. Other interestjng sightings recorded in the Jackson area
were Chestnut-cror^rned Babblers, Brown-headed Honeyeaters , and Singing Honeyeaters.

David Hill

*** COMING EVENTS ***

January 1992 OuUng : Dwyer 's Scrub 26th January 1992
Assembly Point : JuncUon Flagstone Creek/Stockyard Roads

7 . 0 0  a . m .  ( 6 . 0 0  a . m .  E . S . T . )
Leader : Lesley Beaton

Hobby'n'Craft  Spectacular 2I-23 Feb 1992 Volunteers required, contact Ann

February 1992 Outing: Wader OuLing (Brisbane) 23rd February 1992
Leader:  Don Gaydon

rr*** CULTURAL FEAST *****

Our own Toowoomba Bird CIub, together with the Withcott P&C and the Withcott Progress
Associatjon, is presenting a night at the Repertor:ir Theatre for a performance of George )

Bernard Shaw's classic, "Pygmalionn'. $[e show ',.^ri-l] he performed by the Young Actors
Gujl.tl and in addiUon to raising mof\eq'{y our club, the nigttt repr:esents exceplional -
value at ( probably ) $g per ticket 5'i./0,tt (or someone you know ) are interested, please J 

I

contact the treasurer, Nicki Thompg'6y{i
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