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"To encourage the observation and study

of the bivds of the Tocwoomba area,”
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Ringmere, Withcott, 4344,
Ph: 30. 3206

Secretery/Treasurer: Robert Shoy,

¢/= Yost Office, Darling Heights,
Toovioomba, 4350,

Bditor/Iibrarian: Ron Hopkinson,

50, Bass Street, Toowoomba.
Pht 35,4952

NEWS-SHEZD ¥o, 20 - AUCIBT, 1977,

Over the wregk—end of 6/7‘0'.1 August the State High School Field MNaturalists condusted
a camp-out at Bunya Mountains National Park, They were accoupanied by seversl menibers
of our Club vwho zssisted with identifications and in a gensral woy established the
begirming of o spirit of co~operation between the tywo Clubs. Several of the students
have asked to Join us, This raises the possibhility of conta ¢t vith other High Schools
which moy have like-minded students.

With the sighiing of a Noisy Pitta and usaly Thrush it wms, all in all, a most
successiul veel~end. Your Bditor would like to thank John Coman for his invitaition
to participate.

Several of the student members will be taking part in our Second Annual Bird Count,
set dowm for Swnday, October 23rd, They will be of much value with several of the
common species.

In response to our letter to RAOU regarding the Atlas of Anstralian Birds, the
following reply vas received,
119, Inyburgh St,,
North lMelbourne,
Vietoria, 3051.

Dear Mr. Shaw,

Thank you for your letter of 5 July and offer of help with the Atlas, MNine
Atlas kits are enclosed 25 requested, If members are porticipating as individunls,
could you please let me have their names so that they can be sent the Newsletlers,
In any case you will be on the mailing list as secretary, Record -Sheets put in Wy
the Club as a unit, should have soneone's name on them as o contact in cose any
records have to be queried.

" We would be most interested in any old raconds you hove for the Historical
Atlas including thase from arowd Teowoomba itself, leld trips to watlassed arcas
would be very useful indeed for the Field Atlas. Bill Hoxton wili have the moat
up-to-date information on <nich these creas are.

Thank you for your help. ’

Yours aincerely,

Margrret Blakers

Atlzs Teld Officer.
Elsevhcre in this Issue is an article vhich sets oub the arrongsronts made for Club

participation in this most worthwhile gchene, Gol.omoution to the ml:‘.s sl give
added interest to your birding, boith on Club level and personal. Join in.

Finally, this month, here aore two move dates and events for your diary, The 2,0.8.
is conducting a canp-out ot U:Llrymple Creel in the Goomburra avea on 10-11/8/77 arnd

their Annucl Bird Count is to talke place on Qctover 1Léth, 1977.

Ron Hoplddnson,
Bditors
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RAOU TLAS OF ATGTRALLAN BLiS (cont/d.)

anavering membersa! queorics wo., and 25 such it will Dbe sy nane that vwill appear on
the sheet os the ¢lub's nominee, (although, a3 already stuted, nones of all portici-
pating nembers will be forverded to the A..xOU). Information 23 to laotitude and
longitude of arcas on the Dovms may be rendily obtained from either myself or Bill
Jolly, hovwever, if menbers wish te procure maps for their onn UsS the very wseful
National Teposgraphic Series are availsble fron the Lands Office in the Court House
bnildlng in Margaret Street, Theze are to o scale of 1:100000 which gives a wealth
of detail and they show Intituds and longitude in 10! increments. They are priced
at #2.10 per sheect,

It hes been suggested by several membors thai in view of the steadily increasing
nunber of observers who are conbributing to our activities this might be an appropriate
time to consider the expansion of our local study area from its present 10 km radius
to an area comprising the two 10' blocks referred to earlier, in effect oné block
Uprange, coinciding closely vATh Gur present area, and one block Downronge, incorpor—
ating oll of Flagstene Creelk Road and some way beyond Heliden towmship,

This would open up sone interesting new areas for us, at the came time providing
scope for an interesting comparative study between adjacent Uprange and Dommrange
areas of identical size, and will doubtless be o topic for discussion on our next
Field Day s

Ron Hookinson,
A WHITE-BLACK BIRD,

Further to Rp{; Eley's corment (Wews-Sheet No. 19) that many birds have beem recorded
with some vorintions of whi te, I would like to record the presance of a Torresian
Crow (Corvus orru) of this type which is vesident 2t Chcrlion, I have seen this crow
many times over the last six months and have observed it to have some vhite neck and
breast feathers, some vhite upper-wing coverts, 3 or 4 whits secondory vwing feathers
on the left wing and one yiite tail fecther. This pattern of white feathers is perhape
the kind of thing you would expect from randor.; mutation.

John Coman, By

(Editor's footnote: Two days after recciving the above note from John Coman I
received the following from Shone Xennedy. )

BUS_BIRDING.

Among other things, one of my daily duties here at Dovnlands College is a bus rTun to
Kingsthorps each morning and zaftemmoon. These trips provide me most of my bird-vatching
outside of the Downlands crea. Identilication cannot 2lways be positive and many is

the time that I have zoomed pact a U.F.0. without having the time to stop and check

it out, One such tims was 5/7/77 when I saw o Torresian Crow on the road ahead - I

gave it little attention witil it spread its wings to flee from iy approach, Its

flight uncovered large patches of white on both wings, ond on the tail, Vas it a Crow?
Curravong? White-winged Chough? ZG00000000CO0L, too late.

Three trips later, I glimpsed it aspin, I wos ready for it this time, so I slowed

dosm a Jittle seasvesaeees Y5, a mutated Crow, Mutations are not all that cormon and

although this one is not all that spectacular it would be worth keeping on eye out g
for it if you are heading townrd Ockey. Both sightings wers about two hundred metres

west of Charlion,

hane Kernedv.

1]

OBSERVATIGIS & TP BLACK~-SHOULDZRED XITE
(#lenvg notatus),

Thaitk you Rod Hebson for your corments on the prey of these kites as this nokes some
sense of ry observation.

Sone months ago vhile owr house wns being built at Ookey I made prolonged observotions
on our pair of resident kites. They were seen several tinmes having nock fights and
chasing one ancther through their territory. Then cne ofterncon I observad the smallex
male hovering over the fenmale who tme perched on top of a telephone post. She flew
off and was follewed by the rmale, Thin btehavicur continued fox avout half an hour to
the accompaninernt of much screeching from both birds, IJY"‘"ly‘ the fenale rencincd
verched on o *‘elep‘lono wire cnd the malec hovered over h» 1'\‘;(3_&13. on hex b:lbb.. Tm‘
ncle recected this o few i and then the loe

ing their cloocas to be cdpressed briefly. Loting ovcr, tuc Yirds
in sone cerchatics,

-»1f.

As a sequel to this story the birds have siuce roised a pair of young birds tmi(_:h
stoyed '--'it"‘ the porents for about three weeks afber leaving the nest and have since
disappscred,

John Cor
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LROVE: BITDIR ,,,. OR TMAATURE RSN HIGITD-MERGI,

i e

that makes a Brown _Bi'ttem(?) tehave in & most w~Bithtern-like manmer ... and so
contrary-vwise to TAE Bird Books?

On a recent weel-day visit tvo Cooby Creek lower Picrdc avea, we were itrcated to ths
rare sishiing 18 on z dead byanch one foot over wvater at
the bullrush ares near the Heho Tumsl, e all walked 4o within & fest of him or

her for closer inspection throughout the afisrnoon, and apayxt from tieming the head

and locking straight at us, the bird at no time showed zny visille sign of fear,

=i {80

ng of a Browm Bittem(?) sitti
)

When first viewed the besutiful lags were entwined one above the othor on an angled
branch, but later on the bird stood on one leg for well over half an howr, The vellow
green bright face patches were clearly visitle, and the legs, which were & beautiful
blue green (almost an aqm) were fully eight inches in length and the feet guite large,
The head, opart from turning to view us or the dartings of a necarby hzure Yingfisher, :
ves set well dovm between the shouwlders, and ot no time did the bird stretch the neck
(wmfortwiately). The plumnge from sbove the bill to the tail was brown mottled and
under the bill wes buff. The only featurs ich differed to the Fyowy Bitlemn's
description in both Slaters and the Readers Digest waa the eyes, which I paid partic-
wlar attention to, end they were dark brown ..., very similsr te the eyea of the
bittern in the Readers Digest photo. The body was atocky with the hezd recessed and

approximately 12 to 14 inches in lengin ... the legy were at least 8 inches ... and
overall hei:

LA

vt would have been about 22 inches, The bill vwas motileda.

We viewed the bird quite ovanly for about cne and three quarier hours. Pantasticl
rare sighting of a Brovm Bittern{?) or an immature Wighi-heron(?) or a (7). ‘-.iha‘bg&'_;:
~it was, "IT" really made my day. :
Vera Simon,
REPORTED SIGITITIG OF PARADISH DARROTS.

In a conversaiion with M. Damien licGreevy, a research technician wit®h the Mational
Parks and Vildlife Service, lix. McGreevy 1o0ld me of a reporiled sightizg of Paradiss
Parrots (Psephotus pulcherrinus) near Kingaroy recently. Although the sighiting is
not substantiated, the observor is regarded by National Parks and \ildlife Service
as reliable, So maybe it!s nct too much t0 hope weesvsveses?

¥ S .

ohn Coman, o

el e e e

FIELD DAY REDOLT - 24.7.97,

¥y hopes had momentarily diminished on first encounter with the clear blue, but i
blustery cold morning. However, as we set out 2long 0ld Goombungee Road in convoy &

it poon became evident that cold wezther could do little Yo deter the general
enthusiasm held by the group,

w-Or some tima now we have been only too aware of the need to investigate the regions
of our local study area vhich up to now have not been explored as fvliy oz others,
One objective of the July Field Day vos to cover as much of the Uesterm perimeter
as possible in order to guin an idea of the inhabitant birdlife.” '

We hzd not ventured far along our route before a vhoeling flock of Straw-neclied lbis
with the occasional thite Tbis ond White-faced Heron took owr attenticm with the
exception of one member whose bincculars choese to £all spart at this tims. Fucther
on, numeronts stnllous werz observed flying over the sewmge irentment pond at nllay
Vera adeptly located the presence of & suspectéd Dotlerel~like form on 11 Lerts
edge. On further inspecition by nll members, this Lixd, along with two othcers, proved
to be a Black-fronted Dotterel, A new zighiing for ovr Toowooaba list, bringing the
total ur to 180, Little could these delightful birds have been aware of o plossure
and evcitement their presence gave to a line of keen cbservirs,

Just outside Gowrie Junction having previowly sio
Banded Plover feeding in an open field. Uaxmih and she!
rrovided by oz sloping creek
wve varmicd oursclves in the sun, & bond of 2ot

playfully in aad out of a small, ncurby tree.

bonk wms mest wele

RO Y

lMoving on once wore most of the group goined ihe £irat of o fow s
to have of Brown Falcons, one of these being wiihin the boundsxy
Between Westbrook and Lion's_ Park, our lwiching vamnic X
Cockatiels high up in 2 decaying trce proved to be our only siop

/

(cont, d. )
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Speaies Tisgt — - 24077

Litile CGrebe Redaranped Parrat
Little Ficd Jorsorani Hookaburra
Ul te-necked Heron ite-backecd Swnllew

White—-faced Heron seleome Swailew
B whdte Jble Tres lartin
Strav-necked Ibis Fairy Mortin
Bleck Truck Richnandte Tinit
Wood Imck Plock~facan Cuskoo~-shrike
Black-=rcouldered Kite Tillie Taguall
Srotied Clamorouws Rued linrsler
2rewn Falcon Goldeu-hzodad Cisticola
Nenkeern Xeatrel Superb Blug Tien
Y HMoorhen Noisy Kiper
asd Tlaver Striated Izedzlote
ﬁf"—"“i""‘ Plover Zebra Tinzh
Hlnck- frontad Dotterel srmen Sterling
Domeatiic Pigeon Tomaon Fynohy
Galak Australian Pngpie-laxis
Scaly-trensted Torikeet Pi=d Butc
Liti Lorikeex Auvstralian |
Cecxniicl Pled Curmuviend
Pale~iczded Rosella J'orresicn Croi.
V4
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VYT DAY QR AUGLEST

et
Duts:  Swndnv, Zlst Augost, 1977,  Flece: Redwood Paxk (top end).

Lezader: Rill Jolly. Assembly Point: Rigoblls ooy puxi Time:  6.30 a.n,

The ¢lub iz plensed to welcowne Lealie Bovse, 6 Range Street, Toswoondao.

PULLL L,A“‘IO‘ 5 RACHLVE

0.:0.8, Neyelettor., Vol, 8, Mo. 6, Junz 19(7. Vols 8, Uos T, July 1977.
Oarling Downs Naturalist, sugoest 2377,

Tne pird Observer, Wo. 947 June 1977. Mo, 548 July 1977,

Catologun of Me 3ird Ovoervers Clud 1dbrary L97/.
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