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E D I T O R I A L :

As deciduous trees begin to bud-up and sprout,  colounng prevrously barrenscenes a vibrant shade ot light-green, the days become notrceab.ty warmer and ronger.There's a teeling ot rebirth in the alr, a renewal ot -tandscape and spint. A ground-swell
of optirnism sweeps the communrty and even grumpy people start smlrrng again. sacred

! ,(rngrtsners mrraculously appear on teJ.ephone wires as ilycatchers, cr.cadabirds and-drongos return trom their winter soJourns. crrsp mornrngs, enriched once more with thecal ls e1 koels ancl orro-tes, encouraqe early mornrng launts -  not s leep-ins. Birds arenest ing, f lowers are blooming; there's no need to check your caLender,  Spring is here!

Feel I rke camprng'? Don't  torget the Toowoomba Bird club campout at LakeBroadwater, end ot this month,' it 's sure to be a beauty and wi-Il more than make up torIast month's outing (Prince Henry's Drive) which was canceLted due to inclement weather.some western birds are assured and entertarnment is guaranteed. our A. G . M. eveningon 5 october will incLude either tilms and/or a guest speaker (as yet undecidecl), andrikewise promises to be entertarning and educauonal. Be sure t. t"x.-"o"i"a"g" ft theseorganrsed T.B.c. events as weLl as the beauutul  Toowoomba Spring weather.

We have ( at J-ast ) recerved our grant cheque from the state government, which wi_t1be employed in the purchase ot display noaros, to be used at Toowoomba Bircl clubacuvit ies. By the way, this is our two-hundredth newsletter.  cheersl

\ -  YTOP PRESS:  THE WADERS ARE BACK

oh joyous days I those Lttle brown and grey mud-ilatters are back on deckearly thrs year '  on the al ternoon of 18.u/ r  drove to seven Mrle Lagoon to check on theFreckled Ducks whrch have plunged this quiet backwater r.nto ornrthologicat uproar rnrecent months'  The F' .D- 's were absent but the srghtrng ot tour Iv larsh sandpipersworking the shorelrne gJ-addened the heart, especrany in that these northern hemispheremigrants are not due back into Austrati3 srr11 Iate August at therr earllest. And herethey were, six weeks early, probing away, unconcerned and oblivious to the reacuonstheir presence was to ehcit within the wader vratchrng f raternity.

The tol- towrng day, wrth an rncredulous P.Mcc. in tow, we returned to thearea and recorded an addrtional seven ot the type at nearby Kentvil-Ie. on the 'ztJ.o./, 
onableak and inhospitab-te day, r visited tne area in the company ot two Belgianbirdwatchers, Phj-Iip Theunissen anci Gr-lles Deltorge ancl thelr hostess, Ann shore. weagaLn recorded Marsh Sandprper and, ot an equal s igni t icance, a , , t rrst  ot  the season , ,



-

Sirarp-Lai led Sartdpiprer.  Slrarpies, aiso, dre rr t-rL due back here unl i l  AugusL- I  have
visited Severr Mile four times since to ciate, recording botir species ori All instances with
the number of Sharp-tailed Sandpipers rising to ?k ten individuals on JuI.28. It appears
that the waders are certainly back early this year with sightings of c.10 Marsh
Sandp ipers  a t  RedcL i f fe  on  19 .07- , (R.Dowl ing ,  pers .  comm.) .  On the  ls t . ins t .  I  was
assisUng Peter Driscoll anci rnernbers of the Queensland Wader Studies Group to
canrror]-rret arrd balrd Pied Oyslercatchers aL Bisirop Island wherr a dozert Sharp-Lails flew
onto the beacir. This sigltt was grediiy excLa-irrred aL irr reiai-ir-lr Lo Liris srtrtli .[iocks' ear]y
Season dppedrcrrrce. i  L lrerr  reialed oI nry recenl s igtr l i l rgs and a discussiort  errsued, i : t re
outcome of wiricii was Liial said sigiriJrigs, given iiieir number and diversity, nrust be of
early returning bir<is rather than overwirrterirrg specimens. Certain references state that
very smaii riurrrbers of these birds may overwirrter but tire gerrerai consensus among the
pundits (C.Corbin, P.Driscol i  et  aI)  with whom i  i rave communicated is that the waders
have returrretl exLrerrteiy early this year. This is exl-raordinary in that there were tirree
Sharp-t .r i led Sandpipers on the " Boxmore " water-meadow, Granthaf ir  on 08.04.92 and
40+ of the species or1 Ket-rrrg 's Dai i r ,  Oakey or i  20t i r .  oI  LhaL nrorrth.  There must have been
incoming and uulgr.ring waders in a troldirrg patterrr over the equator which would have
giverr a i"lascot air-corilroiier apopiexy.

The cr.rrrlinuation of dry conditions, Lhe preserrt nrild Winter and the early
appearance of Lliese wondrc-rus globe-troi-Lers bcrdes wei-l ior arr exciLirrg Spring and
Summer. "  Away! You Winter Gloom", grab ycrur Lelescopes and let  us take lunch at
Seven Mile.  Hi ho!

R.  Hobson,
WOODLANDS.  >
0 3  . 0 8 . 9 2  - J

t  UFDATE:  Approx .  twet r l y  o - [  eac i r  spec ies  cuur i led  i ie re  o r t  05 .0E.92.  The
area observed, oll ^11 occasiorrs, is the shorelirre from the swampy SW end of the lagoon
unto the intervenir tg cirarrrrei .  urr  Lire rrort l rern end of the waterway. Joineci by 16 Curiew
Sandp ipers  and 30+ La thanr 's  Sr i ipe ,  10 .08 .92 ,  15  B lack- ta i led  Godwi ts ,  14 .08 .92 .  Smal l
fiocks of Red-capped Picrver of up tc-r i5 irrdividuais }iave afso beerr present throughout
tirese observaUorrs. A pair of these IitLIe plovers rroted with a single, and very young
chick at heel,  06.49.92. Red-necked Avocets, varying i rr  number from single birds to
c.I2 have beerr preserrt for Lire full Lime. By the end of AugusL, the Sharp-tailed
Sandpipers rturnbers liad increased into the 2/3 huridreds althougtr Black-tailed Godwit,
Curlew Sarrdpiper, l"larsh Sarrdpiper, i?ed-catrrped Plover arrd Lattrarn's Snipe numbers
remained fairly corrsLarrt. Ori 3ist. Aug. a sirigie Greerishank was observed on tlie
rrorthern extremity oi l-ire iagoori. Twcr Re<l-rrecked Slirrts joirred the throng, 04.O9.92.

Orr 2Otir. Aug . , i ericr.rurrlered two Austriil ian FraUrrcoies here, a very
easterly record for tliis species aithough it iras l:een recorded at Seven l"Iile at least once
in the past (C.Corbin, pers. cornni.). A tlrird pratirrcoie was noted the folLowing day but
did rrot stay. Arr aduit  bird was iast recordeci i iere on the 5th.Sept. , '92 but Lhere has
been no sightirrgs of Liris species since. Heavy rains on the AiiA2-09.92 inundated the --l-,i
foreshores witere these birds were errcarripecl arrcl Liris probably forced thern to seek the
trigher, driet irabitat wlrictr they prefer. Latirarrr's Srfpe rrumbers reducecl to 3/4
ir i t i iv i r fuais by yester-, iay -  (  R. i i .  i i l  .A9 .92) .

DOWii Ai.iD OUT AND FAR Fiioi,i HOI"JE?

On a r-ecerrt Ei:isbane peiagic ir-ip (5 September-), we ha'i the unusuai experience of
sighUng a small passerine, dislinctiy pipit-iike, some thirty kilometr-es out to sea.
Although no land was in sight, the bird was determinedly heading west; towards the
mainland. As to its reasorr for being thirty krlometres out to sea we could only speculate.
(Maybe it was speculating on what ten humans were doing thirty kiLometres out to sea?).
Perhaps the bird had "jumped-ship" from one of the several large cargo vessels visible



on,the eastern horizon. If so, the bird may have been foreign, a true boat-assisted
vagrant, Who knows? It was fr6ve:lling at a height of approximatety two metres, a
bobbing fiight pattern with white outer tail feathers. At one point the bird was only
metres from the boat. Guesses on species by;those on-board ranged from the familiar
Richard's Pipit to some obscure type of North American Buntingl It is destined to remain
a mystery. Many unusual vagrants to our:shore are thought to be boat-assisted. :

Other notable sightings far out to sea'irlCluded a single Whimbpel heading West and
a group .of small unidentified waders triivellihg south down the coast, presumably
retqrning,frgm their breeding g-rounds in the Northern Hemisphere.

BEYOND THIS POINT THERE BE DRAGONS.

So stated the charts of the early navigators. Dragons, and other imagined terrors,
ensconced in the superstitious minds of early Portuguese seamen, must have given them
cause to dismiss the majesUc bird following in their wake merely as an " alcatraz ". This
was the encompassing cognomen which they applied to all such large seabirds, especiany
pelicans. No room for the romantic when, at any moment, you could be sailing over the
edge of a flat earth. The word albatross is believed to be an English corruption of "
alcatraz ". Linnaeus, steeped in classical lore and with fertile mind, placed these

. impressive creatures within the Family Diomedeidae, named after Diomedes, King of'v-Argos, 
who, aside to Achil-Ies, was the bravest.of the Greek heros at Troy. On Diomedes'

death, his companions were so distraught that they were metamorphosed into birds -
aves Diomedeae, a fitting epithet for these lovely animals.

Now, off the coast oi wouo.tgong on the 26 Aug., a merry company was gathered
upon the heaving deck of the good ship " Sandra K ". " Heaving " deck in more ways
than one, as the pummelling of the two metre swell, sent more than one distressed Jack
Tar to the gunwales, there to contemplate the oceans' awesome depths with jaundiced
eye. And feed the fishes. No OId Sa]ts on this crew, and as to students of the Classics, I
know not, but a common denominator attracUng those assembled was the rich aburidance
of seabirds which congregate off this coast every winter, especially the various
representalives of the Warriors of Diomedes. Don Gaydon and I were on this trip.

We set sail f16p Wollongong Boat Harbour at 7.30am, under a glowering sky, upon
a tumultuous sea; not a promising start. Within minutes of clearing the harbour,
however, our forebodings vanished as the first " rea-I " seabird hove to, a Black-browed
Albatross, and another, then another.. The smoke stacks of Wollongong were but
a stones' throw over our stern and we had albatross in our wake! And Silver Gufl,
Crested and White-fronted Tern, and Kelp GuIl. The barren, '"vave-thrashed Fi-re Islands

o-'s.-Uroup which we had just buffeted past is home to the only breeding population of this
Iast species in New South wales. Another ten rninutes voyaging and -e -Lre joined by a
second mollymawk, the Ypllow-nosed Albatross whjLst flocks of Fluttering Shearwaters
hurtled by, at a distance frustrating clear observation. Off, on the sea surface we were
treated to resting Wandering Albatross, the princes of the day, white and majes6c,
riding the swells with haughty mien. White, plump and ovine when viewed from afar, it is
plain to see why early seamen called them Cape Sheep. Now the throng was joined by a
fourth Diornedea, the Shy Albatross, not an appropriate name as this bird readify joined
the melee around the boat, compet-rlng for the chum of animal fat and chopped pilchards
thrown to attract them. So the day proceeded with appearances by Fairy prions,
Providence Petre]s, thuggish Great Skuas and White-facLd Storm-pe1rels, the Utile
wave-dancers. A passing White-headed Petrel caused great consternation. This is a rare
species to Australian waters breeding on the subantarcUc islands of the Indian and
south-west Pacific Ocean. The only breeding population found in l\gsflalisn waters
occurs on Macquarie Island. To many this was the bird of the day. The gdls, being



essentielly land-Iubbers were to leave us about half way into our outward journey but the
true-blue pelagics accompanied us throughout, afmost unlil docking.

We were unable to travel the usual distance from shore that these trips are wont
due to the heavy seas. This was a disappointment to the seasoned sea-birders amongst us
but, to the tyros - Don and I incl,uded, the day was shot through with magic. To watch
these wondrous birds, Literally within touching distance, would rank as one of the great
pleasures of ornithology. Complete masters of the air, skimming the surface without wing
beat then, wittt a minute flexion of wing tip, soaring in rnighty arcs across the sky.
These d,batross attract the birdwatchers to wollongong but what lures the albatross to
their winter quarters? In a word " food ". Superabundant numbers of the Giant
Cuttlefish, Sepia apama congregate in the inshore zone off Bellambi, about 6km. north of
Wollongong every winter. These cephalopods are said to represent the greater majority of
prey items in the diet of the Wandering Albatross which they catch, in most cases, by
surface seizing. Moribund and dead cuttlefish also feature predominantly as a food. The
other species of albatross mentioned eat a greater percentage of fish but sUlI take large
numbers of cephalopods. A-Ll albatross will scavenge readily, the Black=browed especialy
so, and an abundant source of such food is discarded by the large fishing fleet deployed
off Wol-longong. At one stage a Fairy Prion alighted near our vessel arrd began picking
over the putrescent carcass of a cuttlefish, unusual(?) for a species which takes,
primarily, euphausiids (krill) and other small crustaceans. Closeto shore, on ourinward
journey, we were to encounter the great scavenger and pillager, Macronectes giganteusi
the Glutton, the Giant Fulmar, Vulture of the seas, the Bone-shaker, Nelly, SUnXer, att
eloquent synonyms for the Southern Giant-Petrel. Five birds of the species were sighted
including a rare white morph, said to be present in only 15% of some giant-petrel \
populations. This was my bird of the day. In this area, aLso, we hand-netted a femaLe -,
Wandering Albatross, " Iess than 10 years old and of the New Zealand race, Diomeda e.
exulans ", decreed the sage heads gathered. The bird was so gorged with cutuefish that
she was unable to take flight thus making capture easy. On deck the massive size of this
species could be greatly admired. The beak was tied closed, not in the fear of human
flesh being rent, but to discourage the vomiting of copious amounts of semi-d.igested and
putrefying cuttlefish over all and sundry. The great bird was very placid thror:ghout
these indignilies, even when being thrust unceremeniously into a bag for return to
shore. The object of all this ado was that she be measured and weighed, then fitted with
a radio transmitter prior to release as part of a long term study of the species' biology
being conducted from Wollongong.

The albatross carried the day with their majesty - easy to be anthropomorphic
about these creatures. A pilchard pilfering ftssfsalisn Sea-Lion, NeophocJ cinerea,
distinguished from our fur-seals by its tightly curled ears and blunt n1uzzle, claimed
centre stage for a Ume but failed to oust the a-lbatross from the limeright. In all, a day
which wiLl rank as one of the best, hopefully to be repeated again next year. Who's
interested in making it a party ? You won't be disappointed even it yon nave- to eat New
South Wales pailr,.l3ys' food en route but that's another stcry. Albatross survive on
decaying cuttlefish ! l I As I conclude a Shy Albatross carves a leisurely arc across fls 

'--2,.-,
inward eye. Then gone. Over the edge of the Earth.

Ref :
" Handbook of Australi3n, New Zealand & AntarCtic BirdS ", Marghant S.

P . J .  C o - o r d ' s . ,  O x f o r d ,  1 9 9 0 .
" The Handbook of Austral ian sea-birds ",  serventy D.L.,  serventy V.

J . ,  R e e d ,  I 9 7 I .

& Higgins

& Warham

" SeasonaL Abundance and Spatial Distribuuon of Albatrosses off Central New South
wales  " ,  K .A.wood,  "  The Aust ra l ian  B i rd  watcher  " ,  Vo I .14 ,  No.6 ,  June rgg2-

R .  Hobson,
WOODLANDS.
r3 .08 .92 .



MEMBER'S BIRD NOTES: ALI sightings as subrnitted by members of Toowoomba Bird
CIub. Accuracy

Brolga (3)

not vouched for by TBC. Please check with observer before citing.

Blue-billed Duck (2F,214,)
Diamond Dove (B)

i l  i l  / R \
\ J '

Red-back. Button-quail
Little Button-quai1

l l l t I

Red-kneed Dotterel
ffustralian Pratincole ( 11 )

r t  
"  ( 2 )

Casp ian  Tern  (1 )
Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove
Red- ta i ] .  B .Cockatoo  (19)

'  "  ( 1 8 )
f r  r '  ( 2 )
t  r '  ( 2 )

\ le l les- fa i l  .  B.  Cockatoo (  7 )
l l l r i l

Swift Parrot (2)
Turquoise Parrot (female)
Litt]e Bronze-Cuckoo
Powerful OwI *

rvMasked Owlx't

Jimbour
Lake Clarendon
Jandowae
Ballon Forestry
Woodlands
Junction View
Jimbour
Spa Park, Hol idon
Jimbour
Seven Mile Lagoon
Hood's Dam
Redwood Park
Gi - Imour  Ct . ,T 'mba
Grantham

Blanchview
Helidon Dip
Lake Clarendon
Blanchview
Rocky Knob
Redwood Park

T . P .
R .  H .
T . P .
T . P .
R .  H .
R .  H .
R .  H .
L .  A .
R .  H .
R .  H .
P  M c C .
P . M c C .
N .  B .
B . f m . ,  J . L .
T . P .
L .  B .
A .  S .
L .  A .
R .  H .
L . B .
L .  B .
P . M c C .
L . B . , P . M c C .
R . H . , P . M c C .
R .  H .
R .  H .
A ,  S .
R .  H .
R . H . ,  T . P .
L . A .

26.06.92
20.06.92
02 .07 .92
06.07 .92
02.07.92
13.01 .92
07 .08.92
06 .06 .92
o7 .08.92
20.08.92
01  . 08 .92
24 .06 .92
L3.O4.92
04.o4.92
14 .o7 .92
19 .07  .92
25.O5.92
r r .07 .92
20.07 .92
2 r .06 .92
07  .o3 .92
24. ,06.92

29.07 .92
22 .08 .92
3t .o7 .92
14.08.92
02. ,07.92

03 .o4 .92

Marbled Frogmouth (female) Mt. Glorious
Blue-winged Kookaburra Woodlands
Scarlet Robin Girraween N.p.
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater Withcott
B1ack-chin. Honeyeater r.** Woodlands
Black Honeyeater **** Nudley Forestry
Plum-headed Finch (3) Iredate

L . A . ,  L . A t z e n i ;  B . f m . ,  B o o t h  f a m i l y ;  L . 8 . ,  L . B e a t o n ;  N . E } . ,  N . B e i c h e r ;  R . H . ,
R . H o b s o n ;  J . L . ,  J . L u n d ;  P . M c C . ,  P . M c C o n n o i l ;  T . p . ,  T . p a c e y ;  A . S . ,  A . S h o r e .

* with remains of juv. Australian Brush-turkey in tal.ons.

** a female, perched in opening in dry vine scrub canopy in dayught.

*** This bird/s has been in continuous residence from the above date until these notes
went to press, 11.09.92. 3 x this species sighted Hel idon Dip, 14.06.92, Gi js Kurst jens -
vis i t ing Dutch birdwatcher,  and Ron Dowling, eOS. (pers. comm. ).
d

*V**** 
a female, very easterly record this species. Chinchilla Field Naturalists,Club have

very occasional, single sightings of this bird as far east as Goombi, 26.4L,:I5O.24,.
Nudley Forestry record C.65km's ESE of that area.

- Records Officer
To all persons who have sent in records regarding the implosion of Red-tailed B]ack
Cockies into our area, I would Like to extend my thanks on behalf of the TBC. Ctub
members Olive and Jim Booth, and Mrs. Hazel Haak of Robert St., Grantham are
deserving of special menUon in recognition of their efforts. Space does not allow of
separate mention of each sighting but such are providing a comprehensive data base for
the preparaUon of a detailed article- at a future date. Please keep the sightings rolling
in. This is a significant ornithologicaL event " on our rnanor, Guv'nor ".

- Records Officer



HAS ANYONE SEEN.

a Channei-billed Cuckoo earlier this season than the lone
SE over Gatton this morning early,  11.09.922 I t  so, let 's know.

** * * *  NEW MEMBER , t * * * * *

We welcome the following new member to the club :

Sister Marjorie Carroll
13 Anzac Avenue
TOOWOOMBA Q 4350

*** * *  COMING EVENTS ** * * *

ilir
' "1

individual sighted flying

September 1992 Ouling :

1992  A .G .M.  :
' - - ;  

- ' !  
|  i '

l ;  i z - i \

October 1992 Outing:

Bird Week 1992
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Lake Broadwater Camp-out
Date: 26-27 September 1992
Leader:  Terry Pacey, Phone (076) 685582
Please bring own drinking water.

C-W.A.  Ha l I ,  Wi thco t t
Date: 5 October
T i m e :  7 . 1 5  p . m .  f o r  7 . 3 0  p . m .  s t a r t

Annual Bird Count
Date: 25 October

Dates: 24 October - 1 November
We will present our usual display at the Toowoomba
Library.

P. I \ {cConnel l
17  George  S t ree t
I{:OITInN QLD 4344
(


