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" To encourage the observation and study of the birds of the Toowoomba areatl

NEWSLETTER No. 211 - AUGUST 1993

EDITORIAL:

\v' Weli, the last month of Winter is upon us already leaving most wondering whether the cold
weather is still coming or not. They used to say Toowoornba was a cold place in winter, but after this
season one wonders whether they were talking about the same place? As the El Nino effect shows
signs of breaking down, maybe we can look forward to good rains through Spring and Summer. It
would certainly be welcome in the parched Lockyer landscape and Toowoomba City, not to mention
further west.

This newsletter contains the Annual Species Summary for 1992, and details of our upcoming
AGM. The 1987 Annual Species Summary, which was never completed and published, has been
diligently compiled by President Pat from old checklists in the interests of completeness of club records.
This document will soon be available from Ann, upon request.

TOOWOOMBA BIRD OBSERVERS JULY OUTING No.1 - Spicer's Gap, 24-25 July 1993.

t Spicer's Gap, like all of the main range national parks, has much to offer visitors. Splendid
\cenery and an abundance of wildlife induced seventeen members and three visitors to attend what

turned out to be a most enjoyable weekend. Seven people ended up spending the night at the Pioneer
Picnic Area and after setting up camp on Saturday, headed for the magnificent views of the Governor's
Chair Lookout. The scenery wasn't all that rn'as impressive. While making our way up the mountain a
Pacific Baza entertained us with its aerial antics. From very close quarters we observed the feeding
behaviour of one of Australia's more interesting raptors. Feeding just above our heads, we watched as
it crashed into the foliage with wings spread hyiog to flush its prey from cover. It was also on this
walk that we saw White-headed Pigeons feeding on the track in front of us.

The spot-lighting that night proved to be well worth the effort. The raucous calls of distant
Yellow-bellied Gliders had everyone running towards the spot. As usual, these vocal but very active
gliders were difficult to find. But persistence pays off and after the initial frustrations good looks at one
individual were obtained. We were even lucky enough to see it glide several times. Also seen that
night was a magnificent Mountain Crayfish and on several occasions when the spotlighb were out,
luminous fu^gr could be seen. To top off the evening a Sooty Owl serenaded us to ileep, ib voice
being not as musical as that of Don who had previously kept us entertained with some campfire songs.



The following morning saw the Toowoomba B
Moss's Well prepared us for journeys to come. We tac
us through to mid-afternoon and provide us with
Crested Shrike-tits quickly showed themselves to the
were new. Birds became a bit scarce for the next hour or so but the scenery did not disappoint. Those
leading quickly alerted the others to a snake-Iike creature crossing the track. The Common Scaly-Foot
though not a snake, superficially resembles one but differs externally in having external ear openings, a
long tail a large hind-limb flaps. Further along the hack as we entered some tangled vine scrub keen
eyes spied a Woompoo Fruit-Dove who co<rperated fully, allowing good looks. Now homeward
bound, we saw a Pale-yellow Robin and once again the Pacific Baza feedir,g it the same trees as the
day before. What a nice way to finish up.

Pat McConnell

TOOWOOMBA BIRD OBSERVERS JULY OUTING No.2 - Stockyard Creek, 25 July 1993.

A.s.rnall band of members met at the junction of the Stockyard and Flagstone CreekRoads for a
chilly start to the day's alternative outing for those not feeling adventurous enough to travel as far as
Spicer's Gap or not having that much time to spare. While admitting that our birds were more of the
home-grown variety, we still found plenty to observe and enjoy as we relaxed in the early sun which
strengthened quickly to give a surprisingly warm mid-winter's day. From the bird movement aror,rrd
us we were not the only ones to appreciate this with obvious signs of mating and nest-buil.-/.9
activides.

Stopping at frequent intervals as we drove up the peaceful valley with its scattered farms and
small areas of cultivated land below hills clad in remnant scrub and eucalypt woodland, we amassed a
total of 55 species before clur return to the city. It was especially good to see some of our less-often
observed birds including Black-shouldered I(ites, Red-rumped Parrots, Chestrut-breasted Manikins,
Zebra Finches and a surprisingly large number of Bar-shouldered Doves. Several species were new to
some members.

Ann Shore

VIEW FROM A WINDOW

Although of late various people have said, "Therb are no birds about - it must be the dry", I have
been rnole tl-ran fcrrtunate irr nurnbers and diversit,-)r of birds at 'Shorelands'. In the short space o[.J_,,
extended lunch-hour in mid June I saw many comings and goings from my viewpoint in the house.
Great activity was centred on the birdbaths and the surrounding bushes. MagpieJarks, a WiXy Wagtail,
Peaceful Dove, Crested Pigeons, Brown and Lewin's I-loneyeaters and the Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater
who has recently been a fairly frequent.visitur since he fust appeared in late March - just for a start.
From the other side of the house came the strident voices of a 'parliament of currawongs'; all bying to
make their points at once. Another day brought a different selection including three Shiped and three
Lewin's Floneyeaters.

Yet even this assembly seerned tame when compared to the unexpected pleasures of another
week. Again observing from my kitchen window 'front row of the stalls', I noticed a grey-backed bird
at the birdbath and when he turned saw him to be a male Rufous Whisfler. Maybe a common visitor
to many backyards but another first for mine. The next day the big honeyeater was back, bathing, but
harassed b.y an aggressive little Brown relative and a Lewin's. Then, a little later, on the hand-rail by
the front door another strange back-view - black with an almost crimson flash of breast colour. Ah h;,
a male Mistletoebird thought I - but wait - he had a respectable tail, half cocked! Alas, just a flick of
wings and tail and he was gone. I chased outside and hunted madly through trees and shrubs but he'd

continued on final page



M E M B E R S '  B r R D  N o r E S  :  A r l  s i g h t i n g s  a s  s u b m i t t e d  b y  m e m b e r s  o fT o o w o o m b a  B i r d  o b s e r v e r s  r n c .  A c c u r a c y  n o t  v o u c h e d  f o r  b y  T B o .  p l e a s e
c h e c k  w i t h  o b s e r v e r  b e f o r e  c i t i n g

E } I . - b r o w e d  A l b a t r o s s  S p i t  p o i n t ,  V .
G r e a t  C o r m o r a n t  ( c 1 O O )  H e l i d o n
A u s t r a l i a n  S h e l d u c k  E 1 m o r e ,  V .
O s P r e y  ( i u v .  )  p e r s e v e r a n c e  D a m
W h i t e - b e l 1 .  S e a - E a g l e  *
P I a i n s - w a n d e r e r  * * * *
L a t h a m ' s  S n i p e  ( 2 )  * * *
T o p k n o t  P i g e o n  * * * * *
P a I m  C o c k a t o o
M u s k  L o r i k e e t
P u r p l e - c r o w n .  L o r i k e e t
S w i f t  P a r r o t
C r i m s o n  R o s e l _  l a
B I u e - w i n g e d  p a r r o t
O r a n g e - b e l I i e d  p a r r o t
T u r q u o i s e  p a r r o t
C h e s t n u t - b r e a s t .  C u c k o o
R e d - b a c k .  K i n g f  i s h e r  * *
Y e I I o w - b i I t .  K i n g f i s h e r
R e d - b e l l i e d  p i t t a
N o r t h .  S c r u b - r o b i n
F I a m e  R o b i n
G i l b e r t ' s  W h i s t l e r
Y e l l o w - 1 e 9 .  F l y c a t c h e r
R u f o u s  B r i s t l e b i r d
S h y  H y l a c o l a
Ca l  amanthus

S p i n y - c h e e k .  H o n e y e a t e r
W h .  - s t r e a k e d  H o n e y e a t e r
C r e s c e n t  H o n e y e a t e r
Fawn-breas t  .  Bowerb i  rd
Grey  Cur rawong
Fores t  Raven

H e l i d o n
h J a n g a n e I l a ,  N . S . W .
F r e e m a n ' s  h l a t e r h o l e
Gat ton  Un i
Bamaga
C u m n e r ' s  R d . ,  T ' m b a
Y o u  Y a n g s  S - F . ,  V .
Y o u  Y a n g s  S . F . ,  V .
M t .  L o f t y  H i g h  S c h o o l
L a k e  C o n n e w a r r e ,  V .
W e r r i b e e ,  V .
H e l i d o n  D i p
Bamaga
C r a n l e y
Bamaga
Bamaga
Bamaga
L a k e  C o n n e w a r r e ,  V .
W h i p s t i c k  S .  F .  .  V .
Bamaga
S p i t  P o i n t ,  V .
W h i p s t i c k  S . F . ,  V -
M u r t n a g r h u r t  L a g o o n ,  V .
W e r r i b e e .  V .
W i  t h c o t t
J a r d i n e  R i v e r
A n g a h o o k  F . p . ,  V .
Bamaga
P o i n t  A d d i s ,  V .
A n g a h o o k  F . p . ,  V .

11 .07 .93  R .H .
24 .07 .93  p .McC.
12 .07 .93  R .H .
01 .04 .93  p .McC.
18  . 07 .  93  p .McC.
12 .07 .93  R .H .
15 .08 .93  R .H .
03 .08 .93  R .H .
06 .01  .  93  p .McC.
06  .  06 .  93  N .  T .
11 .07 .93  R .H .
11 .07 .93  R .H .
06 .  07  . 93  K .  B .
11 .07 .93  R .H .
18 .08 .93  c .D .
08 .08 .93  M .&  L .A . , p .McC.
09 .01 .93  p .McC.
14 .08 .93  N .T .
10 .01 .93  p .McC.
09 .01 .93  p .McC.
09 .01 .93  p .McC.
11 .07 .93  R .H .
12 .07  . 93  R .H .
09  .  01  . 93  p .McC.
11 .07 .93  R .H .
12 .07 .93  R .H .
10 .07 .93  R .H .
18 .08  . 93  c .  D .
16 .06 .93  A .S .
08 .01 .93  p .McC.
11 .07 .93  R .H .
I  I  . 01  . 93  p .McC.
11 .07 .93  R .H .
11 .07 .93  R .H .

D o l l e r y ;  R . H . ,
. T . ,  N . T h o m p s o n

L . &  M . A . ,  L . &  M . A t z e n i ;  K . B . ,  K . B o o t h , .  C . D . ,  C .
R . H o b s o n ;  P . M c C . ,  p . M c C o n n e l l ;  A . S . ,  A . S h o r e ;  N

r *  T w o  b i r d s  o b s e r v e d ,  d D  a d u l t  a n d  j u v e n i l e .
* *  T h i s  b i r d  s i g h t e c i  o n  s a m e  a r e a  o f  c r e e k  b a n k  a s  o n e  o f  t h i ss p e c i e s  i n  r e s i d e n c e  f r o m  I v 1 a y  u n t i l  A u g u s t ,  r g g r .  p o s s i b r y  s a m e  b i r c l l* * *  A  p a i r  o f  s n i p e  f e e d i n g  o n  e x p o s e d  m u d b a n k .  F i r s t  o f  t h e  s e a s o n ?D o  a n y  m e m b e r s  h a v e  a n  e a r r i e r  r e c o r d ?  r f  s o ,  r - e t , s  k n o w .* * * *  S i n g l e  m a r e  s i g h t e d  j u s t  b e f o r e  1 1 p m  a f t e r  3 . 5 h r s  s p o t l i g h t i n g .A r s o  i n  s a m e  a r e a  p u t - u p  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d s  o f  s t u b b l e  Q u a i r  a n d  a  p a i re a c h  o f  L i t t l e  B u t t o n - O u a i l  a n d  R e d - c h e s t e d  B u t t o n - O u a i l .  A  f e w  B a n d e dL a p w i n g s  a l s o  

a s s e d  b y  N o i s y  M i n e r s ,  p i e d
r s i t y  g r o u n d s  j u s t  b e f o r e  m i d d a y .
c i e s  o v e r  o p e n  a g r i c u l t u r a l
0 7 . 9 I ,  R . H . ,  w h e n  a  s i n g l e  b i r d  o f

over  open euca lyp t  fo res t  a t
Los t  o r  young b i rds  perhaps?

-  Reco rds  O f f i ce r



made a clean gct-away. lkrwcvcr Lhc ncxt day ldisl.urbcd a bevy o[ small birds from the birdbath'"area'f
and among them was n1y black and rose/crimson stranger. Just enough of a sighting to confirm my
suspicions. Yes, i t  real ly was a male Rose Robin!

Two days later it was not one but three Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters at the birdbath. From the
generally softei coloured plumage, most noticeably the apricot bibs of two of the trio, I assumed them
to Ue immatures. While the supposed adult splashed about with abandon the other two remained on
the sidelines, advancing cautiously to the water, standing on the edge but not daring to go further. To
date I have seen one have a hasty and timid dip but have never again observed all three around at
once.

Due to the recent mild weather there are various signs of apparent Spring - like activity with the
little Brown Honeyeaters singing agaiir - a pleasant change after their persistent scolding calls -- and
erratic chasing flights of these and Lewin's Honeyeaters and much posturing and fanning of tails by
the Crested Pigeons. With all these fascinating things to watch is it any wonder that the home chores

are again suffering! And what may I expect to see next?

Ann Shore

**'c* coMING EVENTS 'e**'r

Aueust 1.993 Outine: Location: Mulgowie/Blenheim area
Assembly Point: Lake Dyer, Laidley
Time: 7.30 am
Date: 29 August
Leader: contact Ann Shore (076) 303 207

Location: Withcott area
Date: 26 September
Leader: cclntact Ann Shore

September 1993 Outing:

)i

TBO Annual General Meeting:
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Info: Local bush-birds expected.

Location: QCWA I lall, Withcott
Date: Monday, 11 October
Time: 7.30 pm
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