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" To encourage the observation and study of the birds of the Toowoomba area "

NEIISLETTER No. 2L4 - NOVET'IBER 1993

EDITORIAL:

,  The A.G.U. has been and gone. A new President and Editor (see above) have been
\zlected and thanldully the executive has retained a very experienced nucleus to

oversee proceedings. A n':Le found in my letter box said i t  al l :- Ann Shore would l lke
to record her appreciation of everyLhing that Pat Mc ConneIL and Don Gaydon did for
the club during their t ime on the Execr-rt ive Committee and to thank them for al l  the
he lp  g i ven  he r  as  Sec re ta ry .

I 'm sure aI l  members echo these sent iments and wish the hard-work ing pai r ,  "Good
birding in t,he future", or perhaps a more interesting benediction I 've heard
somewhere- "May your l- ine of sight frequently coincide with the location of
fascinating birds",or perhaps the boys m.ay relate to this quote from Leonardo da
V inc i  ( c .1500)

Cheerfulness is prc,per t,,:, thx ,-tr,trit, r.rhinh rx.j':ixx= x'vr=t' xv':f y llttlx thln6.,
and crows wi th  var ied and l iqe ly  movements.

This  edi t ion has repor ts  of  the recent ,  A.G.M..  the Pres ident ,s  Repor t ,  the recent
state-  wide TwiLch-a thon and deta i ls  o f  and in terest ing overseas out ing.

a Finallv, I  would Like thank Don for al l  his helpful suggestions regarding the
-_- ,bnember newslet ter .

REPORT oN QUEENSLAND TwrrcH COMPETTTION 30/3toctober 1993

The TBO once again err tered a team in the Twi tch-a- thon.  An exper ienced team of
Michael  ALzeni ,  PaL McConnel - ,  Les ley Beaton and AI  Young f rom USQ had good and bad
bj rd ing on the Saturrday 'end Surrday.  Whe:n i t  was good i t .was good and when l t  was bad
i t  was very bad accord ing Pres Mir :k .  The team regis tered 123 on Saturday and a
pal t ry  35 the r rexL day.The ex-cr , lses were rnany and var ied for  the surpr is ing ly  low
ta l ly  on the second day.  Try Lhese:  - ra in ,  fqg,  more ra in  and a k ing t idJ whlch
cer ta in ly  made t ,he wadi r€ b i lds rnore d i f f icu lL to ' f ind.

The TBO team deserves our  congratu laL ions because th is  year  they came a
credi tab le seventh overa l l  in  the s tafe 'and second in  the Br isbane/ Ioowoomba area.

These results.folLowing on a j i f lh'placing-i l  1992 show we certainly havea some excel lent  b i rder .s  in  our .c1ub.J.  ,

:



NATURE SEARCH 2001 CONFERENCE 23 and 24 October  1993

As many of our members are keen naturesearchers. here is a short report on a
conference Ann Shore and I  a t t .ended at  the Maroon Outdoor  Educat ion Centre south of
Boonah.

HeId in a bear.rt i fr-r]  area below the rurgged grandeur of the mountains of the Senic
Rim in  the Mt  Barney Nat ional  Park the conference boasted a galaxy of  wel l - lmown
Ig:town natural ists and appearently i t .  is quite rare for them to be found together.
It  was quite interesting hearing them comparing notes or disagreeing for instance -
the mer i ts  o f  on ly  us ing J .aLin when naming specimens.

Although the conLributors were al l  incredibly well  quali f ied and experienced, Ann
and I  came away wi th  the impress ion thaL a l l  o f  them shared the same common passton
whatever  the i r  in terests .

I t  soon became obvious that  most  o f  them possessed an a lmost  miss ionary zeal  in
trying to convert the maiority of the 'birdos'present to become fervent believers in
whatever  persuasion they represented.  In  Lhe shor t  space of  two days we a l l  s tar te*
to en-joy frogs, foads, bats, repti les and dragonfl ies and anything else as long as J
moved .

In fact  Nic  Natrass ex i  ) .a ined thaf  every waterhole we've explored for  b l rds
should a lso have rJrasnrr f l iee T ve checl<ed recent ly  and he 's  absolute ly  correct .

Two days was a l l  Loo shorL to  take i t  a l l  in ,  but  we t r ied,  such was the qual i ty  o f
the speakers.  The b i rd  f ra terr r i ty  was weI I  represented wi th  Greg Czechura,  Graham
Pizzey, Glen Threlfo and Glen Holmes Graham is a conservationist f irst, and blrdo
secondly. GIen TLrrelfo is well  }arown for his videos and work at O?eil ly 's and
shaltered any i l lursions we had abor.rt f i lming with a hi larious i l lustrated talk
regarding fhe Jacana and of course the Lyrebird. GIen Holmes is an outstanding birdo
currently working on a recovery plan for the endangered Coxen/ Fig-Parrot.I t  seems
things aren't looking too good for' this shy bird as Glen has ixvestigated aII possible
s ight i lgs over  the lasL twenty years.

GLen then presented a very sobering explanation of the work done by the Rapto/
Association's Rehabil i tat ion Unit.Tn-jured birds go through a 10 step process to fd'-,r
recovery. Unfortunalely Lhe magnif icent Brown Falcon and Brahminy Kite exhibited.
could never  be re leased becar lse some unth ink ing person 's  in tervent ion

A hect ic  two days and I  ur rge aL}  Naturresearchers to  at tend i f  he ld again in  1994.



-

Hinutes of the A.G.ll.of the Toowoomba Bi:rd Observers Inc-
held on 11 October at the Q.C.W-A. Hall ,Withcott.

l  Oper l i ry  o f  Meet i lg :  The I ' res idenL,Pat  McConnel l ,opened the meet ing at  8 :45 by
wel-coming a l l  those preserr t ;  16 members ancl  4  v is i tors  (as per  At tendance Book)  who
had iust  l isLened to a most  i4 terest ing ta lk  g iven by Dr  Ian Gynther  of  Nature Search
2001 on b i rd  nav igat ion and migraLion 

\

_2.Apologies: Received from Lesley Beaton, Frank and Nancy Belcher, Olive and Kaylene
Booth,  Lorra ine Wi lson,  Janice Lyons,  David Cleary,  Laur ie  Atzeni ,  CoI  Dol lery  and
Be t t y  Hobson .

3J:linutes of the t992 A-G-M.: The President explained that these had been
approved,moved carried and signed the Executive Meeting on 27 October 1992 and were
printed in fuII in the Nov.1992 Newsletter. They were now tabled for members to vlew.

4Susiness Arisi-ng: Nil.

5.Correspondence and Busjness Ari.sing: Nil.

GPresident's Report: Pat reported on the
separate repor t ) :  He moveci  that ,  t .he reporL
in favour .  Carr ied.

(-.Treasurer's Report: Nicci Thompson circulated Lhe Auditor 's Report whlch she
advised was more deta i led th is  year  in  order  to  comply wi th  the Associat ions
Incorporat ion Act  (QIc i ) .Cr t r renL Balance is  $268.19.  She moved that  i t  be accepted.
Seconded  by  Ann  Shore .  Carned .

club's activit ies in the past year.(see
be accepted.  Secondeci  by Rod Hobson.  AI I

B.E lec t ion  o f  Of f i cers :  The Pres ident  was  no t
the  Cha i r  to  conduct  the  E lec t ion ,  as  fo l lows: -

a. President -  Michael Afzeni
nominated  -  Pat  Mcconne l l ,  seconded N icc i  rhornpson.

b. Vice Pres ,/ Records Officer - Rod Hobson
nominated  -  N icc i  Thompson,  seconded pa t  C1eary .

c.  Treasurer -  Nicci  Thompson
nominated  -  Ann Shore ,  seconded pa t  McConne l l .

d.  Editor -  Ken McKeowrr
nominated  Don Gaydon,  seconded Rod Hobson.

\  - . ,
*_ '  e.  Li l r rar ian -  Sharc-rn Frederiks

norn ina ted  Ann Shore ,  seconded pa t -  C l_eary .

f .  Commi t tee  member -  pa t ,  C leary
n o m i n a t e d  N i c c i  T l r c , r o p s o n ,  s e c o n d e d  A r r n  S h , r r e .

g- Auditor -  BeLts and Dight,c,n
nominated  N icc i  rhonrpson,  secon, led  pa t  Mcconne l l

There  be ing  no  o ther  nominat ions  fo r  anw r r f
nominated  were :  du ly  dec ' " r .d t : l : Ja : :  

anv  or  Lhe above pos i t ions  the  persons

9. Close of l{eeting : Pat NcConnell closell
Michael  Atzeni  chai red an ord inary Genera l

S igned :  Ann  Shore ,  Sec re ta ry  1S .10 .g3

Michae l  ALzen i ,  Pres ident  15 .10  .g  3

.)

seek ing  re -e lec t ion  and so  remalned in

thx A.t_1.M. at g:00 pm then the neu preeident
Meeting, as recorded in the Minute Book.



PRESIDENTS REPORT (  Toowoomba  B i rd  Observe rs  A .G .M 11 .10 .93 )

I have great pleasure in gi.ving the President's Report tonight. Not only has i
been a successfu l  year  for  Lhe c lub but  i t  has a lso been a year  of  change.  As was the
case last year the club f inances have f inished on a healthy note mainly duo to our
realist ic subscript ion fees and our fund raising evenings at the Repertory Theatre.
The theatre night was well attended and'very enjoyable and I encourage aI[ memberg
to attend t,hose in the future. Special thanks to the organisers ls due.Thls is also
our  f i rs t  A.G.M. as the Toowoomba Bi rd Observers. I  fee l  that  the name change f romthe
Toowoomba Bi rd Club was long overdue and our  new name now t ru ly  re f lects  the c lub 's
aims and obiectives

The Toowoomba Bi rd Observers has a heal thy 54 memberships and conta lns
approximately B0 individuals. This is a healthy sjze for our club and is much the same
as recent  years.Size a lone is  noL Lhe only  ind icaLion of  a  good c lub.The enthusiasm of
i ts  members is  the most  impor tant  cr i ter ia  and going on the at tendance of  most  o f  our
outings enth'-rsium is someLiring we certai-nly have plenty of. The outir igs thls year
have d iverse and have inc luded Perseverarrce Nat ional  Park,  Coasta l
Br isbane,Cnnningi ran i 's  Gap, t ,he IL- 'swich Bcr tan ica l  Garc lens,  Spicer 's  Gap,  and our  usual
array of  l -ocal  out ings.  This  year  Lhe c lub has a lso run a l ternat ive out ings when some
of  our  fur r ther  ranging t r ips we, l 'e  be ing he1d.  This  enabled a greaLer  var ie ty  of
members to  at tend and were usura l ly  organised by the t i re less Ann Shore.

The c lub arrd i t ,s  members have a lso been involved in  matry  outs ide but  re la t  q i
act iv i t ies.  These have inc luded Nat .uresearch,  Wor ld Envi ronment  Day,  B i rdweek,  a l rd
The Redwood Park Envi ronmenia l  WaIk jLrs t  t ,o  name a few.  I  wor . r ld  I i I<e to  thank a l l  our
members who have cont , r ibuted t ,o  these and other  events.

The a im of  the c lub is  "To encor- r rage the observat , ion and the s tudy of  the b i rds of
the Toowoomba area" .  Looking at  the qual i ty  o f  our  newslet ter ,  our  member 's  b i rd
notes and our Annual Sr-rmmaries we are certainly achieving yhis. Along these l ines we
have added four  new species to  the c lub l is t  s ince our  last  A.G.M. These being Black-
eared Cuckoo,  St rperb Fru i t -Dove,  Red-winged Parrot  and Black-breasted But ton-
qua i l .  These  take  ou r  t o t .a l  l i s t  t o  278 .

Last, ly I would l ike to say special thank you to a}l those members whose support
has made my job th is  year  en joyable and easy.  Rod Hobson,  Ann Shore,  Nicc i  Thompson,
Don Gaydon, Sharyn Frederiks, and PaL Clealy my fel low club off icers have al l  worked
extremely hard throughout t.he year and have kept the club and its associated
act iv i t ies running smooth ly .  Barbara Wi lson 's  he lp wi th  the mai l ing of  our  newslet ter
is  very much apprec iated and I  would a lso I ike to  thank Graham Thompson and AIex
Freder i l<s for  lhe suppor t  L i iey have g iven t .he c lub LhrourghouL the year .  To the other
members  w i ro  have i -n  any  w; ry ,  t - ]1 ;1nkyor . r (

I  am reL i r ing  f lonn  Lhc , l ( )mmr tLee t ,h is  year ,  and wou ld  l i ke  to  w ish  the  incoming
commi t tee  a l l  the  bes t  fo r  .a  success fu ]  vear

DANGEROUS TIMES AT WITHCOTT Ann' ih , : re  16. I0 .93

Ann Shore reported being disturbed during several nights recently by the raucous
calls of Channel- bi l led Cuckoos as they leasted on-her mulberriei.  During the
daytime they ' : t^ten remain qr-r iet ly in the treee for hoursl jLret eoft murmuri lg and
movements of Lhe fol iage giving their presence away.
On 15 October whilsL gardening Ann heard unearthl.y cries coming from these same

!Iegu_.Looking up she saw two Channel-bi l ls f leeing across the garden with a furious
Pied Currawong in hot pursnit squawking loudly and att t tying so low that had there
been any pass ing t ra f f i -c  on the h iEhway Lhey must  sure ly  have been h i t .



GREAT EGRET Joe  Deub le  25 .10 .93 .
This  is  par t  o f  a  le t t ,er  f rom Joe to Ann Shore.

. .Spent  t ,he week-end of  the 16th ln  Br isbane wi th  my Son Peter  dnd h is  fami ly ,
v is i t ing the Qld Rose S, :c ie ty  Spr ing Show at ,  Lhe Botanica l  Gardens,  had brealdast  a t
the restaurant  wb- ich is  a  covered,  open f ronted sun-deck over look ing the Lagoon.
They have a Bi rd Feeding Stat ion.  Would you bel ieve a Whi te Egret  came t t  t t re  feeahg
Stat ion and stood there not ion less abor- rL 2 metres f rom our  tab le for  up to  hal f  an
hour  awai t ing a hand out .

I 've done a lot of Bird Watching ever] before I Imew what Bird Watching meant, but
to see that Egret in ful l  breeding plumage, spotless and motionless near our table
for half an hour was the hieilieht of my Birdwatching Career. Even my two little Grand
Ohildren were fascinated, they eventually fed him with what seemed to be salad

,7 ?m8ins.

BLACK GATAH Ken McKeown

On a recent  b i rd ing so iourn fo  Cameron's  Corner  I  d iscovered fhat  road near  the
Corner  was very rough. In fact  i t  turned out  the last  50 krns were badly  corrugated.
Having a neck which rebels against prolonged rongh jarr ing I resolved to stay ln
Tibooburra the only  town around wi th  a pub and a TV d ish.  By some chance of  fa te the
NSW Rueby  League  Grand  F ina l  was  to  p layed  tha t  VERy  c lay .

On hear ing the reason I  was s tay ing in  town,  two fe l low t ravelers  a l .so decided to
abandon the day's tr ip." I t  had nothing to do with a chance of enjoying hot showers,
co ld beer ,great  restar- r rant  food AND t .he footbal l , "  they earnest ly  to ld  me.

, Whilst we sat on the veranda eating cold ice-cream and watching a Black
Voneyeater work over a huge Torquata, a ]ocal asked if  we had seen the rare loca}
Black Galah. When we said, "Don't be si l ly, there's no such bird.", he pointed to the roof
of  a  beaut i fu l  o ld  sandstone hal l  and sure enough there sat  two b lackGalahs.

- Realizing we were birdos, he told us many tourisLs were completely hoodwlnked and
photographed the birds atrd promised to contact nesrspapers to report the new
species' The reason Lhey were black he explained was to do wittr the lack of old dead
trees around the town. Lacki-ng a nesLing place they cl irnbed under the eaves and
nested in  an o ld f i re-p lace.  Sure enough,  they were ie t  b lack.  A lmost  sooty.

I f  you don' t  bel ieve nLe,  I  vB Br l r l  the ph, : , t , l rg  l r l ,  prove i l  .

5



**** NBW MEIIBERS ****
{

c
t

We welcome the fol l -owing ner^l

.  R i t a m a y  R o b e r t s
4 /3  Herber t  S t
T o o w o o m b a  4 3 5 0

M.ay  the  b i . rds  fo l l r :w  you.

**** couING EVENTS ****

November 1993 Outi le:

Please contact Rod as

December 1993 Outj lgl
Christmas Break-up:

members  to  the  c lub  :

John Had ley
M s  5 4 6

PO Fores t  H1I I  4342

i , .  ca ' ion:  St radbroke Is land Campout
Da  3 :  27  /28  November
t_g '  .J :  Rod Hobson (07 4)  627 364

Irrfo: This ouLing wil- l  corrsi.sL of one day spent watching waders along
foreshores of  , :oasta l  Br isbane.  fo l lowed by the nexL day at  St ra
a f te r  wha les ,  c l c , l ph ins  eLc . ,  and  waders .

Past  -  Edi tor  Dc,n has generously  of fered those going O.S on Sunday the
oppor turr i ty  Lo carnp aL h is  humble abode on Saturday n ight .

I ,
the

ddie

soon as possible ne flslsilq and tranelrcrLation-

Location : Lockyer Wetlands
Da te  :12  December
Time :  07:30 Lake Apex,  Gat ton
Leader  :  Mick Atzeni .  392 76L

Irdo : An enjoyable jaurrL in t l ie Lockyer. BYO everyttr- ing.
More in  t -he next  newsleLter .
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