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TRDIIORIAI: Whaf a great f inish to the year for TBO members I

A rather hot. br:t,  rewarci ing day on beaut, i ful North Straddie for our November
Outing.

Then good rain , t .he best, in years
drougi r t -s t , r icken farmer f r iends .  Good a lsc

This edit ion c,: 'nt,ains for.rr very cl i f ferent report,s , something for al l  budgets ,
t ime constraitrt ,s and of course birds to be observed . Rod has a report of the recent
Straddie Trip , Ann's writ ,es of her small alternat,e outing at Flagstone Creek and
Nicci gives us her impressions of a September iaunt to Cameron's Corner Then
Michael  g ives us some Grasswren genre.

Finally, I  would l i l te to wish a]l  TBO members a Happy ancl Safe Christmas and
natural ly "May the birds fol low you".

TOQI{QQI'IBA BIQ OBSERVERS NOVE}IBER OUTING : Brisbane southern bayside and
-I;;Ebro'k. 

-r"r."a:-p"i 
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Campotits atrd overnight- t ,r ips are becoming a regular acl ivity on the Toowoomba
Bird Observers i t inerary and,  iudging by members ' responses,  a  very welcome addi t ion.
The November out, ing proved no exception wit.h members from Warwick, Helidon,
Toowoomba and Er isbatre at . tending.  As ide t , , :  seei r rg  species rare ly ,  i f  ever  recorded in
the Toowoomba area frrc'st att.endirrg wel 'e r:ble tc, obtain " neer " birds for their
Austra l ian l is ts .

Saturday-s evenls  were centred around ihe wader  spots in  the Wynnum, Thorns ide
and Well in€ton Point distr i , : ts. Mud f lats. rocky outcrops, sand bars and mangrove
habit 'ats were al. l  visit .ed throughout the day anC a very good l ist of bi ids ,
especial ly waders culminated t-. l ' re day. N,: sl.ecies ,: f  part icr-r lar r.eri ty were recorded
but'  a good represent.at. i .ve l ist.  was prodr-rcer1. The high l ide roost at the hlynnum marina
produced hoards of  Bar : - ta i led ( lodwi t  and Grey- ta i led TatL ler ,  as wel l  as Pied
Oystercat ,cher ,  Cur1ew Sandpiper ,  Eastern Golc ler r  P lover ,  Red-necked St in t ,  Terek
Sandpiper ,  Large Sand Flover ,  M,rnEto l ian Plover ,  Ruddy Turnstone,  East ,ern Cur lew,
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and Whimbrel, numerous Great Knot and an occasional Red Knot. Addit, ional species\
recorded at the Lytton high t ide roosL included Greenshank, Sharp-tai led Sandptper ' .

and Marsh Sandpiper. The Lota mudflal species rrere represented by Co}lared
Kingfisher, Str iated Herdrr, Mangrove Gerygone and l langrove Hc-rneyeater. Other blrds
of note in transit,  between sites includeel B-ratrminy Kite, severaf Ospreys including an
advanced young in nesf, Crested, Litt le, GulI-bi l led and Caspian Terns, Chestnut Teal, \
Brown Ouail,  Lit , t le ancl L.erge Egret. and Soot,y Oyst,ercratcher.

By the end of the f irst day part icipants were "birded-or,rt" and most retired to
Don's place to watch crickef and re1.ex for an early start next morning. Three carloads
and two push-b ikes assernbled at  the Cleveland Ferry  terminal  for  a  6:45 am depar ture
for  St radbroke Is land.  Fai r  weather  and ca lm seas greeted the arr ivaLs and such
condit ions persisted t lrroughout, t ire day to fol}ow. Across the bow of the ferry, close
in on the is land passed a cont inual  s t ream of  Shor t - ta i led Shearwaters,  in terspersed
wi th occasional  F lut t ,er ing Shearwaters.  I t ,  was unusual  to  see these species so c lose
to ]and above such calm waters but very welcome to excit,ed TBO'ers l ining the
gunwales and raising many an eyebrow from the "ordinary "passengers" upon the deck.

On reachirrg port f"ai l  we pr' f ,ceeded by roany and curious a ronte to our destination
for the day - the rocl<y headlands of Point Lookor-rt.  Comfortable viewing platforms
were selecfed and teles' lopes were erected fc:,r t .he day's ocean watch. It  wasn't long
into the morning before the sulprises arrived and by midday watchers were quietl ' -  ;
smug having added some impressive sighLings ttr the weekend's tal ly. Common Terns*/
more Short-tai led Shearwaters, Brown Booby and single sightings of Tahit i  Petrel and
Providence Petrel effused birdwafchers wit,h a feel ing of a morning well spent. These
last two species were part icularly well  met as these open water birds are rarely
sighted so close t,o land and under such idea] condit ions. AlI the writer 's previous
experience of t .hem has been whilst vainly trying to keep a footing on the sl ippery
deck of a lurching boat nri les out in the briny. Midday saw a return to the welcoming
shade of the Banksias near the vi l lage for l ' -rnch, ir l le chat,ter under the ever-present
Whif e- cheeked and Browrr Horre ye.r.t ,ers .

The affernoL)n was whiled away back at the headlands but wit,h l i t t le addit ion to
the tally. The higilighf of the afterrroon watch was the appearance of a pair of
Wanclering TaLflers among t,he =pume over the wave-washed rocks below our vantage.
Ornithological hishlights were enhanced throughout the day by appearances of
several pods of Bott lenose Dolphin and Gree4 Tr-rrt les- below the crag faces. The
appearance of a pair of maiestic Mantas eaiiffiE-mSFning held, aII in th"ir thra1l.
These great f ish continued lheir ethereal patrol along the el i f f  edges throughout the
day, sometimes deep as great diamond-shaped ghosts, at t imes cutt ing the surfacfi /
with upturned "wing-l ips" or i :ol l ing over to expose white bell ies. To the writer. anoV
to many others preseut he suspects, al l  the petrels combined did not manage to
relegate these wondrous f ish to seconrl place - truly a magnif icent spectacle and, in
itself,  worth the efforL crn the day.

I would l ike fo thank Ken Wells, Ken McKeown and Graham Thompson for the kind use
of their cars for the weekend, also Don Gaydon for handling the bookings and for
accommodat io t r  and for  Wendy McKeown for  her  def t  d isp lay wi th  the mobi le 'phone.  To
all  who attended t,ha.nhs for maki-ng this Lrip one to remember:, easi ly a contender for
Best of '93. Ancl t , |rank y<,,r. i  [- jLra,: ir l ie - may yc'Lt ne.,ver: be bridged.
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SHORT MORNING OUTING Lq the FLAGSTONB CRBEK AREA. 28.11.93

.  Four  members met  at ,  the junct ion of
i /  Roads for a l i t t le quriet birding on

adventurous members were sampl ing ocean

the F lagstone and Upper  F lagstone Creek
Sunday morning 28 November while more

bi rds at  SLradbroke Is land.

C

There were plenty of bush birds around as the sun came over the hi l l  on what
promised to be a very warm day. However, most were identif ied by calls g:iving our
newest club recruiL a ]rard t ime as she tr ied to learn some of the famil iar sounds of
her  nat ive Iand af ter  many years of  absence and b i rd ingoverseas.  A hal t  fur ther  down
the valley r ielded more impressive results when a pair of Pacif ic Bazas obligingly
circled around and landed nearby.

By the next stop, where the Stockyard Creek Road branches off,  we were looking
for shade in earnest, Lucklly f inding both i t  and plenty to observe. BeautiJul Rainbow
Bee-eaters were haid to  beaL but  a  pai r  o f  Kestre ls  c .aught  our  at tent ion wi th  one
visit ing a nesting hollow in an ancient eucalypt. A f ish-tai led Spangled Drongo was a
good bird to identify. l{agpie-Larks at their mud nest; Superb Fairy- Wrens;
f inches and a pair of Rufous Whistlers plus numerous others kept us busily on the
watch.The cooing of Spotted Turt le-doves sounded famil iar to ears aLtuned to Engllsh
birding. A brief siop io the Stockyard Road for necessary refreshments and to check
lists complet,ed a satisfying morning.

Ann Shore
SHORELANDS

BIRDING irr INLAND AUSTRALIA

In early spring Ken McKeown and I ioined a private group who were travell ing
through south-western Queensland and nor th-western New South Wales wi th  the
avowed intention of birdwatching. We were away for two weeks and travelled
approximately 4000 lsn. Our roufe took us westward along the rnain Sor-r i lr-we=tern
highway - Roma. Mitchell ,  Charlevi l le and al l  points in between, south to Cunnamulla,
west again to EuIo and south to Currawinya National Park and the border town of
Hungerford. From Hungerford we travelled west to Wanaaring and Tibooburra - gateway
to Sturt National Park and Cameron Corner. The return tr ip took us north through the
Wampah Gate to Bulloo Downs, Thargomindah and the Dynevor Lakes before t,racing our
outward bound steps along the highway as far as Roma where we turned south to
Surat, Glenmorgan and home.

1

We experienced a iange of habitats - suffering in varying degrees from the
-,bvages and stresses of ihe proionged drourght. There had beJn =Jre ra:.n in the

south-west about a fortnight before our tr ip which had greened the country and
sett led some of the dust, but had dispersed the birds throughout the area to take
advantage of every swamp, lagoon and puddle that had formed. Good for the bjrds but
not  for  the b i rd-watchers.The over- r id ing impress ion of  the country  west  o f
Char lev i l le  is  o f  grey mulga on f la t  red p la ins that  seemed never  ending.  This  is  o f
course,  qu i te  wrong as both f lora and fauna and the ter ra in  vary consider .eb ly ,  but
the f latness and redness do tend to l inger in the mind's eye. West of Wanaaring and
the l ignum swamps of the BuIIoo Overf low the country changes again to shiny gibber
p la ins in terspersed wi fh  c lay pans,  sa l tbush and samphire,  buL few t rees,  except
a long the water  courses.  Nor thwest  of  T ibooburra,  on the way to  Cameron Corner  the
traveLler again makes the acquajntance of red sandy soil ,  but here i t  forms long red
dunes that run mainly norfh - south and have been stabil ized by sparse vegetation.
The road to  Cameron Corner  does nol  run due nor th f rom Tibooburra so these dunes
have to be crossed qui te  of ten and they have the abi l i ty  to  deter iorate in to some of
the worst  road corrugal ions I  have ever  encountered.

H:wino r lo : ] l  w i th  the When and the Where,  how about  the Who and the What  - the
avian fauna -  our  pr imary target .



Despi te  t , i re  r l rc iught ,  He d i , l  see a io t .  o f  b j . rds -  m.any species comfor tab\
famil iaf fr j .en,-- is lrrown al.so jrr t .he east - nr.rrry n.::w ,rJld excit ing species endemlc to th\
wesl and specif ic ] iabit, . :rt ,s. Most. of t , tre wet.e.rbirr ls we see re6fularly in the east witn*' .
the exceptit>n of the Freckl-ed Drrcl< (Sti-ct,onett,a naevosa). Raptors appear to be oor€ .
numerous t lran in Lhe east btrt i f  is much easier to spot a raptor over 360 degrees of
unobscured sky thal among t,he hi l ls and forests of our enviroumettt,  so maybe they're
more visibte, nof more common. Black Kites (Milvus migrans) were very common and
competed with crows and ravens for road ki-II and pickings at urban garbage dumps. The
most, spectacrrlar raptor of the t,r ip for me was a Black- breasted Buzzard (Hamirostra
melanosternorr) leisurely quartering the blue skies over Lake Numulla - i ts dark
underbelly highl. ighted by the whiteness of lhe "window" patches on the underwing.
Interestingly, we did not sight a single B1ack-shouldered Kite G1anus notatus)during
the tr ip.

Beaut i fu l  Parror .s  were a feature of  the areas we t raversed.  I l ie  saw f locks of
Galah (Cacatua roseicapil ]a). Sulphr-ir-crested Cockatoo (Cacatua galerita) and
Cockatiel Geptolophus hc,l landi-cus) simil iar t ,) those of the east, but the fast-
wheeling green,and yel. low f locks of Budgerigars (Melopsittacus undulatus) r ising from
the ground or de,--oraLing the bare branches of a clead tree were cluite special. So too
*erJ the f loc:ks of Lift le ( lc,rel l-.a ( i j3,151f-r-ra pastinator) as they f loated into r iver red
gums a long the waler-cc,Lr ] 'ses and iap=oons,  annoLtnc ing the i r  ler r iva l  in  quaver ing,
mournful cries - girosts ,: ' f  Aust,ral- ia's F,ast, ? !^Je enr: ' :)Lintere(i other parrots in twos
and threes as we moveti thr,:".rgh t. ire s,,rrr-rb - r- inbelievely delic:at,ely coloured Pink
Cockat,oos (Cacr-rt.ua ]eadF-,e.ater: i) whcr t.c,,--rk tc, +-Lre s}. l ies c'] t  lar '€ie slow wings; f lashes of
red and greetl heraldecl Rerl-winged F;rrr,: , t ,s i [r,1,,-,sp1i,:Lr-ts ert,hropterus) feedirrg high in..
the fol iage; mr.t l t :--cc,L:urretl  Mr;.- lga Parrots (Pse;, jr,1t-,115 varius) bri l l iant against tL-,/1
grey fol i .age orrce located, but. strange).y diff i , :rr l t ,  to f ind init , ial ly; elegant Mallee
Ringnecks (Banardiris barnardi) with t,heir l,rng dipping flight and the charming Blue
Bonnet (NorthieLl" l  h,r.aerrraiogast.er) r,rhose plr.rmage became progressively duller as we
travell-ed west and t,he er^qr-:. isi te Br-,urke's Pa.rrot (Neophema bourki i) Iocated feeding
among the samphire anrl s.alLbu:;h at Ciurrawinya on a very fresh morning when cold wind
ruff led i ts basical ly brown and pink plunrage to reveal the deep blue underneath.

Bourke's Parror- was reve.i. Ied as we fol lowed f locks of Crimson Chats Gphthianura
tr icolor) and Whife-winged Fairywrens (Malurus ler.rcopterus) through the saltbush.
Vibrant Orange Chats (Eplrthjanura aurifrons) were seen regtt larly on the saltbush and
gibber  p la ins of  SfurL Nat , ional  Park.  Fai rywrens were reasonably  common.  As wel l -  as
the White-winged Fairywren we saw shr-immering blue Splendid Fairywrens (Malurus
splendens) and ricl i ly cr:r1r,rr-rred Variegated Fairywrens (Malurus lamberti) - seemingly
more r i .ch ly  co l , : r r - t t 'ed L i ia t r  t ,h t i r  east , . l ln  re la t . ives.

Other  spe, t ies noi : ,  r - ' f fen seen here were t , ] re  In land Dc ' t t .ereI  Gel tohyas aust ra l is )
running ancl posing "1n)ong 

+-he gibbers; Er:,.r1.8;ar (( irus rubiclrndus). strutt ing along sandy
ridges and wadirrg rrr t l ie r- 'cer: iy s'I 'aI l , :ws,rf the iakes. t,he:-r deel-, red facial mas|
bri l l iant.ae;ai,u:rt e,rey f,1r- inr;- igt:;  Kori [ l ' . . tst;rrtJ: i  (Arrlec,t, j-s kc,rr). pacing regally througJ
low open veget.at. ion or cr,: , :---sing, the,:1-,err 1: iains in slow cumbersc,me f l ight - No wonder
they have been decimat,ed - They make it .  al l  t ,c-ro easy; graceful Austral ian Pratincoles
(Stit t ia isabelia) starrdinq tai. 'L,rn the grcrund or circl- i .ng bouyantly over lhe plains on
long e legant  wingsi  t , iny Diamorrd I )oves (Geopel ia  cr , rneata)  the i r  red eyes very obv ious
against  sof t ly  spangled gr :ey feat ,hers;  Crested Bel lb i rd  (Oreoica gut tura l is )  not
often seen. but announcing their presence with disLinctive and melodious calls;
Chirruping Wedgbil ls (Psophc'des cristatus) perky brown birds who obligingly sit  on the
top of availabl.e bushes for bird watchers to observe; Cinnamon Quail Thrush
(Cinclosoma cinnamomeum) runningly secret, ively through the salt bush on rocky r idges
only  fo  pause and peer  about ,  when t .hey fe l t ,  they were no longer  being observed;  a
plelhora of Ttrcrrnbil ls - Irr l .and (Acanthiza apical is), Chestnut-rumped (Acanthiza
uropygia l is )  a t id  Slaty-backecl  (Acant ,h iza robust i ros l r is )  as wel l  as many of  the
species r:egularly seeri irr the east,; many honeyeaters including Singing
(L ichenostr , - )J l l t rs  v i rescerrs) ,  f - i rey- f ront -ed (L jcher- rc ,s tomus p lumulus) ,  P ied (Cer th ionyx
variegatus) ar,, l  a,5u Llf ir l ' -r j tc 'r-rs Whi]-.e-plr"rnred H,-- ir i€yeat.er (Licl ienosLomus penici l latus);
r l ' r a  Qnnr r ' :A  p ' 'we lb i rd  (C l i i amy . l L * t ' a  rnac t - i . l  a ta )  i ea l - c ' L i s .1y  g t ra rd ing  h i s  bower  i n  t he  samey . J  L '  e ' -  L {  L . \ - ' l

vray  as  h is  eas t ,e r 'n  cons i l i s  an , l  r r j y  fa - " 'o r r r i t ,e  b i rds ,  the  Babb lers  -  Grey-c rowned
(Ponralosl :omr-ts feioFc- '1 ' ,3l i "s);  LIal l 's (P,)mat, t-rst ,rr , rrrLrs i ia l l i ) ;  Chest,nr-r l --crowned (P. ruf iceps)
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I  o f  whom bear  a c lose v isual  resembLance to a
I by t,heir incessant chattering, whist l ing and
yperacLive bnt  fami ly  or ientated I ives.

r a large bearded member of the TBO who was

;ff =ffi 'j;i= Jfl=" Ili.T,ITf#i""ff. lxx1,
:Id has claimed me and like A.B. .Paterson I too

think of Clancy who

"... .sees the vision splendid of the sunli t  plains exbended
and at night the wondrous glory of the everlasting stars."

Nicci Thompson

TRIALS TRIBULATIONS and GRASSWRBNS .

Butchers Creek,  15 }vn west  o f  Cloncurry  on the way to  Mt .  Isa -  a l leged home to
t r . ra  =pt , : i ra  r ' f 'ErE=Er-r r -En -  Dr- r=ky and Cer-pxntar ien.  Thxr-x f ' , r r -x ,  dxat ins l ixn ' t {umxr ' :
Uno" and genera-uor of soaring hopes and much excit,ement for four very grasswren-
depr ived b i rders.

.  We arr ive mid af ternoon.  Rufous- throated,  Brown and Grey- f ronted honeyeaters
\L-are busy along the dry, gum-Iined creek. Varied lorikeets screech and wheel overhead.

Two spinj-fex-clad rocky hi l ls, one each side of the creek, seem the obvious place to
look. We can almost smelL our guarry. Boiongs in place to ward off spinifex spikes, we
trek off expectantly, scanning al iead for any tel l-tale movements, ears pricked for
any wren-l ike cal ls.

As t ime rol ls on, "Over hiLl, over dale, they're here, we cannot fai l  !" becomes our
unspohen motto thaf sees our search broaden exponent, ial ly and our morales sag at a
similar rate. For, aparl from fleeting gl impses of Black-footed rock wallabies and an
equally sure-footed Euro, the only srgn of birdl i fe inhabit ing those hi l ls is a
sol i tary  group of  Var iegated wrens.  They cause a f leet ing adrenal in  rush in  the
interval between hearing and seeing fhem as we think we are f jrral ly onto our quarry.
By th is  s fage,  a t  least  75 % of  us are convinced there are no grasswrens in  the
area - no calis, no bjrds bobbing above the boulders or spearing into the spinifex
clr.rmps. Everr the habitat had starfed to look " wrong" and several frustration-borne
theories, jncluding the presence of catt le, were tossed into the ring as to why but we
agree to fry again at f i-rst l ieht.

.  Next, morning unveils nothing again and we are Ieft scratching our heads. Then al l
.  bt a surdden, one bright spark (may have even been rne l) suggests that we drive down--the 

road, f ind another spinjJex-c1ad tr- i l I  and make our own luck IStamp our mark on
grasswren Imowledge by f inding a new site. His words were to be prophetic for 2 hours
Later, 1.7 km further west and seveial hundred met,res from the road, the Magnif icent
Four were enjoying a fantastic view of a pair of Dusky Grasswrens that obligingly
perched in ful]  view on and off for several minutes. This fol lowed a couple of f leeting
glimpses in other areas.

I badly gashed my thumb on a rock that day when I tr ipped whjLe clambering to
where we f i rs t  saw the grasswrens. I  now lookat  mylegacy -  a  d iscoloured sect ionof
my thumb nail  - and fondly remember traeking down grasswrens, no matter which
species, has always been both an exasperating and exhilarating experience for me.
Yes, we dipped on the Carpentarian grasswren, but that makes it  a1l the more
desirable and challeng:jng nexb tirne.

l^ihat did we learn from this singular experience with Dusky grasswrens that may
aid locaLion in the future ? Certain features of the landscape seem important. The
birds were only seen in areas of dense spinifex in the higher regions and where rocks
were sa lmon-coloured rather  than the b lack rocks that  dominate much of  the area.



searching in areas where cattre had been grazing was aoparentry
as there were no sightings in grazed areas with Butchers Creek being
On the other hand there's an awful lot of spinifex out there and the
be local ly  nomadic.  Cohclus ion:  we have a lo t  to  learn.

s ight ings.

The Execut ive Commit fee
typine the Master List.

a waste of tjsne.  - -
a prlme examplet
grasswrens may
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Location: Lake Maroon
Date:  30 Janurary
Leader :  Ken  McKeown (076 )  30  3  77  4

at  Lake Maroon near  Boonah.  I t  has a patch of
cleared picnic areas for lunch. BYO everthin-e.

' o

tocation : Brisbane Foresf Park
Da te :  27  Eebrua ry

Leader : Mick Atzeni. 392 761

Michael Atzeni

SUBS ARE NOW DUEJf not paid soon, this w-j-IL be your second last newsletter !

IOST:  Three RAOU CALENDARS were misplaced at  the recent  AGM. IF you lmow of
Lhem,  p lease  con fac t  Ann  Shore  303  209

RECORDS OFFICER : Rod liobson, wottld Like nnre rnembers to suhrnrt interest-inq

- ::,; mr'c1'*

would like to thank Alex Fredericks for his kindness in

**x* NEW UEIfBERS xxx*

l^ le welcome new member, Adele Warburton, from England, to the club:

May our Austral ian birds fol low you.

**** coHING EVENTS ****

Januarv 1994 Outins:

Info: This outing
Vine Scrub,

Februarv 1994 Outine:

wiJl take place
rugged hills and

In-fo: More in the nerb newslet ter .
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