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Ii,DITOII.IAL:

For those of y'ou unabie to atte-rrcl the AGM, tlris neu,sletter will deal rvith reporting the details of
the night. By larv, the Financial Reprirt must be included. ancl speaking of money, subscriptions are due
by 01 November at thc rates shorvn on the cover.

As contirruing lrcl i tcr ' .  I  rvish t.r lhank sevcral menrhers f,r ' their valued help in the production of
the newsletter. Irirstly. President artli ri-qorous proof'-reader, Michael, Nicci for those deft touches on
husband Grahartr s photocopicr and cr:llation. Barbara fbr collation and posting and of course the small
band of members who have shared therr avi iur experiences u' i th us. Remember i t 's your club so please
help kecp the rteu'slcitsr al ive r,vith 1'csh idear; and storics and wc are ahvays open to suggestions fbr

={ut ings inc luc l i r ig ,  r ' i -s i is  t , '  r r r i r ' ; t t t r  prop. : r tv  i f 'permiss ior r  i lan be ohta ined.

QUflN(iln HIGHIU'I.D.t_-_ t_6 QC ,QBnlI

t l ighf ie lds l ra l ls  is  a  uc l l  i r r r idcn spot  where,  arnazingly ,  the Fal ls  s t i l l  run.  A p leasant  surpr ise in
these dt 'oughtV t inres ztt ld crlnsequettt l l ,  a haven for a large variety of birdl i fe.

ihe lo.ul environmental group rvith some outside lielp is continuing its efforts in clearing Privet
and l-anrana front t l-rc heavily inl 'estec hi l lsicle. leaving fal len bushes and t imber to protect the slope and
provide sltelter 1'or far:na and emergin.r nzrtive saplings and creepers. A network of pathways with steps
and easy gradients enables n,alkers'r,-,  make ful l  use of the area. Seventeen TBO members and three
visitors met therc and cit jor,ed a nrrrst pleasant nrorninq's birding as they wandered along the tracks with
many stops along tl.tt: ,.r"'211' l'he hislr but broke:n canopv covei provided plenty of clappled shade u'ith
nri ld ternperarures and a l ieht bleez.e

The strr i l l  voiccs cl  l - i t t lc l -ol l t  ( jet : j  u 'et 'e frequent l t '  i rcarcl  f rom aloft  rvhi lc:  White-throated, Whrte-



\

t r .

naped, Yell t lw-l 'zrcccl l t t tcl Sclt l ' lct I lot lc.r 'cl t tct 's wcl 'c obscrvccl l 'ccdrrr{r in thc blossonring Eucalypts. t5er,},, 'was nruch acti l ' i tY f l 'ort l  IJI:rck f;rcctl  Cuckoo shrikcs srvoopirrr l  rhrorigh ( lrc 5l-:yrclrcs: I)6l l1r.5irds cav<lrtcct
above and l -ewin 's  I lonevcatcrs  cn jovccr  wi rcr  chascs around us.

In and just above the thlckets of f 'el led Lantana, small bush birds were busy; si lvereyes, Red-
browed Firetai ls- Brown Thornbil ls. White-browed ancl Large-bi l led Scrubwrens, Whipbirds and the odd
Fairy-wren. Grey Shrike-thrushes added their clear notes to the bird chorus, together with the calls of
White-throated Treecreepers. Olive-backed Orioles and Spotted Pardalotes, with soft coos emitteO by a
pair of handsome Brown Cuckoo-Doves. Definite highlights of thb morning were the sightings of the
beautiful Yellow-tufted Honeyeater and a crested shrike-trt.

Most members rounded off the outing with morning tea at nearby Williams park where a number
of different species were added to the l ist. total l ing sixty-four, inctuding a Rufous Fantai l ,  several
Australian King Parrots and a Common Koel. Six nesting boxes have recently been installed at suitable
heights in creekside trees so it  u' i l l  be interestins to f ind our in vears to come just what species are taking
adva.ntage ol '  thcnt

Ann Shore

))

utes of t of the T
held on l7 October 1994 at the OCWA Hall,Withcott.

l .  Openine of N{eeting: fhe President, Michael Atzeni, opened the meeting at7:40 pm, welcoming
those present: 1-5 rnenrbers and 7 visitors (as per Attendance Book).

7. Apologies: Received from Irsley Beaton, Laurie Atzeni, Olive and Kaylene Booth, Marilyn Lund,
David Cleary, Don Gaydon. Col Dollery, Wendy Mc Keown, Barbara Weller and Julie O,Connor.
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J .
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Corrcspondcncc  i tnd  l lus i l rcss  r \ r i s ing :  N i l

Minutes of the 1993 AGM: These had been printed in the November 1993 Newsletter and were
duly moved and approved. They were tabred for members to view.

Business Ar is ing:  Ni l .

b

President's Report: Michael reportecl on the club's activit ies during the past year. (See separate
report). He moved that i t  be accepted. Seconded .Iack Lund. All  in favour. Carried.

Treasurer's Itenort: Nicci rhonlpson gave detai ls of the Auditor 's Report
status for 1993/94. (See separate reporr). Nicci moved that i t  be accepted.
Wi lson.  A l l  in  favour .  Carr ie i l .

Election nf off icers: As Mrchael was seeking re-election he vacate4
temporari ly occupied by Rod Hobson and the election proceeded as fol lows:

a.Pres ident  -  Michael  Atzeni
nominated A. Shore. seconded N. Thomnson

b.Vice-Pres/Records Of'f icer - Rod Hobson
nonrrnated M. Atzeni. seconded N. Thompson

on the club's financial
Seconded by Barbara

the chair which was



scc()rxlc( l  N Tlrornpson

c l .  Secrc ta rv
ncminated P. Clearv. seconded S. Frederiks

e. ' I ' r 'c i tsure r  N iccr l'h,turpScln
ncrninated A Shore. seconded K. Mc Keown

f  .L ibrar ian - Sharl,n Frederiks
n( 'rrr inatecl  R. [{obson. seconcled A. Shore

Al i  the above norniuntrons werc received in advance and al l  elect i , tns were carr ied unopposed.

g.l94rgr!!q_t' )_LefUlfcr I)at (llcarv
1r,1'p!1r;11s{ frirqr f. l-:c [ lC',-y. h:, A. ShC'r:r:. s;tr:11d<:il B. WilSOn.
() t  l ' r '  n( ) r .n lnat ion-s Declared e lected.

9

tUAU_drlpf - -[onv 
l lor] i .  r ' .  I lctts an(l Diehton

r,t rnrnated NI Atzeni. seconded R. I-Iobson. All  in favour. Carried.

QLtXg_O_[ MSqIUlgi 
-l-h':r'e 

being no othel husiness, the President closed the meeting at
8:00prn.  iv l . tc r t  r t tc r t tbc is  lc rnained to  l is tcn to  an in terest ing ta lk  g iven by Dr  Michael
I lutchison. RAOII Co-i;rdinator of t lre Murray-Darl ing Basin Waterbird Survey, a project
i r t  r i ' l r i c l t  u  r t L rn )bc l  o l ' r l r c  c lub ' s  rnc r r rbc rs  u rc : r l r cadv  p : r r t i c i pa t i l t q  a t  da rns  and  we t lands
w'est  o1 ' the Great  I ) iv idrns I {anse.

The President introduced Dr l lutchison explaining that he was a biogeographer working fbr the
RAOTJ on this important proiect. sponsored by the Murray-Dalling Basin Commission. Dr Hutchison
opened his address by' thankrng the TBO fbr inviting him and Nicci Thornpson in particular for showing
him around Toowoornb:r and i ir i-  t ;rkin r hinr to Coohl, I)anr [Ie outl ined the project ( i l lustrated by sl ides)
as fo l lows:-

At least c\ /el ' \ ' thrce i t tonths r  r lunteer ' .s should go ancl coLlnt waterbirds. Some 200 hundred are
a l ready  tak i l tg t 'pa t ' t  i t t t c l  thc  s t t t ' r , l ' r '  , ' i l l  co r r t in r - rc  l i r r  a  rn in imunr  o l - th rce  vears .  Approx imate ly  140
sDgc les  are  lo t rnd  r , ' i t l t i l t  thar ' . ; t t t . ' . ' c )  i l i . . ; r  l ru t  no t  a i l  spec ics  have been recorder l  ye t  ' l ' hose  

invo lvec l  send
. - ,  c i ; t t i l  r vh ich  i : .  5 l t l ) sc r ' t t ( : t r t i l  r ' n ie l t - " . r  in to  a  r i i r t ; r  l i ; r se  ( - i .nur r r :n ts  l t r ' c  ac ldcd .  rv i i i t  t le ta i l s  < ln  b reec l ins
and feedins.

The s t t t ' r ' ev  l \  ln tp { ) t ' t ( i  r . t t  l c r  l ,  i ru l l )b r : r  r t t ' r ' eas( - ins  \ /a t . t r rus  migra t ing  b i rc is  corne  f rom a far  in
sunrmer  and i t  i s  in tp r t t  l i l n t  i i )  r t J t r r . r l  r f ' r  t l re  a r ' : ; t s  ihcv  arc  us ing  and par t i cu la r ly  thc lse  tha t  serve  as
re fuges  Popu la t i i r l t , -1 , ' i ' ! r r t cs  n t i l i t l  l ' r r  r - !c t r - rc ted  ( )v r l ' t i t ) le  ( ) t l re l ' sc ien t is ts  w i l l  be  ab le  t r l  re f 'e r  tO the
studr,.

The MLrrral - l) i tr l inr: i lasin Su;' , 'ev covers a \rel 'v t , ide ar-ea from Augathella in the north to Lake
Alexandrina i ini l  thc Crrolong rn thc sorrt l t .  ancl clst to thc SniLwl, Mountains where a f 'ew species are
found. In hetrveen arcj i l  r ' tnse of 'ut:t lands. some with verY Complicated systelns which support many
specics. Sotttc of '  thc e phcnteral lakt s can bc vcry dlr '  l i tr  mallv years but clnce f i l led may be use<l by
Freckled Duck. r.r 'aders and others. 

' l ihen,lrv 
they accunrulate nruch orsanic rnatter and so become qood

feeding areas vn,hen [her, :rrc rvet agai '

i l r :n t t i t tg  \ . \ / l t t c is ; t t , , :  l t l s t r  i t i tp l r I  t .n t , rnc l  a r t i l i c ia l  q 'e t ia l ' r c ls  a re  he ing  tooket l  a t  as  rve l l .  The sha l low
par ts  o f  t 'e -se t ' r ' l l i t ' s  a l ' c  r i i t i l , j  g r io t i .  i t l :  ,  t - iee l ie ic ls  u 'here  Pa i ; r tcc l  Sn ipc .  c rakes  er lc i  ra r l . s  n ray  be  foupd.  In

Ncr



cotton growing,arcas in thc wcst thcrc lrc s()nrc important shallow storage areas. On the f lood plains of
the Balonne River, Magpie geese are found. Dr Hutchison is waiting for his first report from the.Darling
Downs of this species. In the past they were seen in the south of the country.

' At the conclusion of Dr Hutchison's talk, Michael Atzeni rnoved a
members and guests to join him in a social get-together and refreshments.

Secretary

vote of thanks and invited

24 October 1994Si-sned Ann Shore

PRESIDENT'S REPORT.

The year has been fairly quiet with most of the executive being heavily committed in other aspects
of life. Nonetheless, there have been plenty of interesting sightings and a couple of major events. As at
911.0194 the club had 56 financial mentbers and had its head above water.

Early in the year I suggested a new project may stimulate the interest of members otherwise not
actively involved. One possible joint project was a survey of the species in Redwood Park in areas where
clearing of lantana and privet is proposed by the Friends of the Escarpment Parks. After lengthy
discussions it was decided we did not have the resources to carry out such a survey. We also believed {
would not shed any light on the rare and cryptic species. It appears that the outings, newsletter anJ
monthly survey are sufficient and I think the pimplicity of our activities is why so many enjoy the club.

Outings were generally well attended despite the drought conditions. It was apparent that some
members preferred the short local outings while others liked the full-day forays further afield. Therefore,
from May we have had two outings a month, one of each, and this seems to have been well-received.
Several memorable outings were conducted at venues such as Stradbroke Island, Boonah, Killarney and
Lake Broadwater and locally, Stockyard Ck and Highfields Falls.

In February, Pat Cleary and Ann Shore tabled the Club's comments on a draft plan for
management of the escarpment parks. The club supports the promotion of the parks but not further
development of thern. We felt the parks were being overrated as a tourist attraction and their significance
as fauna sanctuaries. especially Redwood Park, was being underplayed.

I never joined the club to become involved in environmental and political issues but sometimes it
is unavoidable. The proposed burning of Redwood Park without any form of fauna survey was a ,"+
concern, as several uncol-nrnon and pouriy understood species such as Sooty, Powerful and Masked Owl.-,
and Black-breasted Button-Quail occur there and may be threatened. We voiced our concerns both
through the paper and to the Toowoomba City Council (TCC) and discussed them further with Paul
Lloyd, the TCC environmental officer, and staff of the Department of Environment and Heritage (DEH).
The burning went ahead, nevertheless, and its effect long term will remain a mystery. We are currently
discussing the possibility of funding for owl research in Redwood Park.

Nicci resigned from the Special Environmental Advisory Committee (SEAC) in February leaving
the club without a representative. Her departure reason goes back to the club's aim, namely, to
encourage bird observation, NOT stress-inducing politicking on environmental matters. The Executive
fully endorsed her resignation. This led us to review our involvement in environmental matters which
has increased markedly in recent years. It was agreed that we had spilt energy, sweat and blood
unnecessari ly and should be more selective in future. The club has very l i t t le clout and should probably
remain that way since it's a club fbr those interested in birdwatching. There are many other clubs that
can provide for those also interestecl ir i  environmental rssues

The ntonthlS, neu,sletter is a rcal team effort. After teething problems with word-processors,



ere producing the mastercopy on time and of the
)n. Thanks to Ken. Nicci and Barbara for the
:er each month and to all contributors. Thanks
with Wordperfect and to our ever-tolerant spouses
was I'that time of the (TBO) month!"

quality
editing,
also to
whom I

The club recehtly upgraded rts display at the Waterbird Habitat in time for the Carnival of
Flowers. David and Pat Cleary, Nicci Thompson and Ann Shore all helped in its refurbishment. The
TCC will replace the perspex cover. This upgrading followed on the heels of an unsuccessful bid for
funding for an improved display but thanks, nevertheless, to Karen Smith of DEH for helping with the
application r i

As usual, we were involved in a number of public relations exercises tliroughout the year. Some
members are involved with NatureSearch and the Murray Darling Waterbird Project. To everybody that
contributed or participated during the year and to my fellow executive members, my sincerest thanks.

Michael Atzeni.

ACTORS'STUDIO

\-, The Actor's Studio will presen: "Halfway Up A Tree" by Peter Ustinov on 06 December. Starts
at 8:00pm. This is a fundraiser for the TBO and always good fun. Admission price is $10 which
includes wine, tea/coff'ee and nibbles. Contact Ann Shore 303 207 for tickets.

ANNUAL SPECIES SURVEY. 29130 OCTOBER

Welcome rain ruined our chanr.es of a thorough survey this year as it deterred most people getting
out on the Saturday. Sunday was fine and to mitigate Saturday's setback, I've counted any sightings from
both days and ignored the 24 hr (noon to noon) restriction. This time there was also a shortage of
participants (14), not all sectors were covered and some of the better areas were only visited late in the
day. Nonetheless, members recorded an impressive list of 145 species.

Most of the survey concentrated on the more interesting areas around Helidon and Lower
Flagstone and Lockyer Cks. The llelidon region (Sector 7) landed the highest tally (108 species),
followed by Sector 4 (SE Toowoomira including the Waterbird Habitat) with 70 species and Sector 8
(Qgrpendale and I-ower Fla-qstone Ck areas) with 68 species. Unfornrnately, no team visited Redwood
*-,'k eariy Sunday morning; resulting in a poor Sector 3 list of 47 species and some glaring omissions
such as Wonga Pigeon, Black-faced ard Spectacled Monarch and Large-billed Scrubwren. My team saw
the majority! ot. ils species within thc fiist hour 6-7am. We started on Lockyer Ck near Helidon and
finiShed at {edwobd..Park takin! in the Helidon Dip, Lockyer Siding, Postman's Ridge, Flagstone Creek
areas along the way. ;

Below is a breakdown of th su, vey into sectors with the number of species given in brackets and a
list of the more interesting sightings ibr each sector. Many thanks to all who participated. I know you
enjoyed yourselves.

Sector
1 (30)
2 (0)
3 (47)
4 (70)

s (47)

Red-rumped Par:ot, Rufous Fantail

Catt le Egret, Va' ied Tri l ler
Rufous Night Hr:ron, Hardhead, Australian Brush-turkey, Eurasian Coot, Southern
Boobook, White.backed Swallow, Spangled Drongo, Satin Bowerbird
Pallid Cuckoo, l.rstralian Orvlet-nightjar, Restless Flycatcher



6 (2r)
7 (108)

8 (68)

. Total number
' 1 .

Michael Atzeni

{.,F{<{. COMING EVENTS t.t*,*,

Location:
Date:
Leader:
RSVP:

Stradbroke Island
26/27,November
Rod Sobson (074)
19 November (074)

\

C

627 364
627 364.

Australian Pelican. Brown Goshawk I
Australian Pelican, , Little Egret, Rufous Nigl,ft

I

E
F ,

ft Heron; Pacifi0 Baza, Collared
Sparrowhawk, Buff-banded Rail, Spofless Crake,iDiamond Dove, Azure Kingfisher,
Crested Shrike-tit, Black Hdneyeater, Plum-headed Firlch, White-winged Chough
Australian Pelican, Great Corr+qfdqrl, Magpie Goose, Pink-eared Duck, Eurasian
Coot, Red-kneed Dotterel, Sha$-1si1gd Sandpiper, Cicadabird, Bro'wn Songlark
of species: 145

...1t
i  , , t  _ l  .  t t  l  r , y ' -  

' .  , . , . . t ,
t a i ill' /n' "r"!:'it

This outing will possibly consist of one day watching waders along the foreshores of coastal
Brisbane, followed by the next day at Straddie looking at whales, dolphins, rays, turtles, and mor i,
waders and seabirds. A great weekend always. BYO everything. It is essential that you notif>/
Rod if you are attending as we need to book the f'erry and co-ordinate cars.

December Outing Location: Coal Creek
Date: 18 December
Leader: Ann Shore , 303 207

of accessible habitats. BYO everything,- More next newsletter.An interesting variety

Mid-January Outine Location:
Date:
Leader:

t l  , '  
f l

Ravensbourne National Park
15 January
Michael Atzeni

IMore next newsletter.
:  , ,  l ,
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