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'To ct rcot t l ' : tgc t l r c  o l tser  r i r t i t l t r s  and studr of the birds of the Toolvoomba area'

EDITORIAL:

Goocl thincs coll le to those ' 'vho wait and haven't we waited' Incredible storm rains have at last

put smiles nn ,,. , ,-, i .  fa' 'er.s ancr clef rr i tely TBo members. Karrasch's Lagoon on the otcl roowoomba Rd

via Gatton ls worth the detour. Lak: Apex has water once more, wivenhoe is at 82% capacity and even

Leslie is reported at 20'/" As well nany small farm dams are brimming'

Did sonreone nre't io. Murpi-rv's Law or deja vu? Do you remember February 
'94? If you can't '

i t  was the f irst ancl last clecent rxi; i  for the year' By the way I enjoyed the Toowoomba Chronicle's

art icle (14 oz95) on I{cclrvoocl Parit  leaturing a natty PresicJent Michael. I  won't comment on the other

co r responc l cn t . s l - r t l t . l i r t t l r r l . t | l c s t i l t ' , t l t he r t han l .Veneve rhadany t roub |eaccess ingRedwood ,dayo r

"  ,n isht !

NE\\ SLET'IE,R No. 229 - FebruarY 1995

t l 1 2 r  r r k s  t r r  I r , c r r  l r n r l  l ] , t r r r a  w e l l s . , \ t t t t  S l t i 1 t ' c  a t t d  v c r a  s i t t t t l t t  l t l t ' t h c i t ' i t t t c r c s t i t t g  s t ( ) r l c s

p l c t t t r  r r l  l ' r , t ' 1 1 1  ! o 1  1 1 1 r '  i l l  l t t t t t t ' e
Mar t l

' f h e r c ' s  s t i l l

JANUARY OU-l ' lNG to Lb'SLIE [)ANI - 29 ' lanttar)

' f  
he  Lcs l ie  [ )anr  s r - t t ' t ' o t t t rds  looked p leasant l l '

however.  the st i l t 'aQc rr , 'as t loul l  to \% capacity '  at  the

Me'r5crs r r rcr  i . i t i ; r l ly ,a t , l re  nra in p icn ic  area below the dam wal l ,  anc l  before inspect ing th t

storage area, rr *,as fclt  a shot' t  v,,r lk clorvnstream along Sandy Creek could be rewarding; this proved tr

be the case. Surphr_rr_crestetr Cc;karoos, Galahs. Rainbow and scary-breasted Lorikeets, Red-rumper

parrots. ancl Irastern R.scl las w( r 'e obser*ecl. along with Sacred Kingfisher, Cicadabird, Dollarbirds

Friarbirds - I_it t le ancl Norsv. Blue-faced. Striped and Yellow-faced Honeyeaters' White-throate'

Gerygone.  yc l lo$.  - l 'hur .nb i l ls .  a l t :  an o l ive-backed o l io le .  among others.  A Brown Goshawk c i rc l in

overheacJ cr r l ryc lcc l  t l te  h i r r ls  u l . , \u l r ( l  L ls  f t r r  scvera l  l l l i l l t l tes A cute ancl  t idy mud nest '  w i th  th

green. thanks to some recent useful rain' Sadly

t i rne o l ' the out ing.



A p r t s t l c b i r c l  o v v t t c t .  : t c l t t : t l l v  t r t  r e s i t l e  r r t - .  \ \ / i l s  : r  l r ; r p p v  t l i s c o v c r . v  ( ) n  i r n  c r t c r t c l c r l

O v e l ' a  c u p  o l  t c i t  i t t  t l t c  p i c i r r c  a r e a .  n r o l e  A p o s t l e b i r c l s  e n t e r t a i n e d
s c c k i n g  h z t t t d o u t s .  u t t r l  o t l t e r . w ' i s c  l c t t i r , e  o r r  t l r c  b u s i n c s s  o l ' t h c r r - l i v c s .

Iow bnrnch l t y  t l r c  c rcck .

us at very close quarters

On to the darn proper ancl the \vater habitat - the bird l i fe was a l i t t le disappointing in numbers of
both specics and bi lcls l l 'oni pr-cviousl,r ' .  at lcast as far back as October 1994. Even so, apart from Black
Swans and Pelicans. Whiskered Terns and Silver Gulls. the waterbirds included Red-capped Plovers,
Royal  Spoonbi l ls .  B lack-winged St i l ts .  Dusky Moorhen and L i t t le  and Great  Egrets .

Areas that have hitherto been mudbanks, ideal for waders, are now clothed in luxuriant green
vegetation over a nteter hish lt is quite probable that many waterbirds, hearing of the good rains further
west ,  have movcd thcrc to  seck a bet tcr  l 'or tune.

A Brown Iralcon ancl a couple of '  Whistl ins Kites patrol led nonchalantly overhead on the early air
streams, and closer to eal ' t l t  Grel '-cro'"vned Babblers. Brorvn Songlarks, White-winged Choughs and Fairy
Mart ins were secr l  r i , i t i r in  the pror imi tv  of  the water

After returninq to thc picnic area ancl the clay being sti l l  young, the group set off fbr the banks of
the Condamine River at Dwan's Lane near Pratten. While the bird l i fe was not prol i f ic, we had a moll ,
pleasant meander anton-s some trulv magnif icent old r iver gums complete with interesting, often t inf
wildf lowers. Antons the birds lccorded here were White-plumed Honeyeater. Rufbus Whistler, Lit t le
Lor ikeet ,  Whi te- throated Needleta i l  and Fork- ta i led Swi f t .

The rivel i tself is presentlv a chain of murky waterholes and high steep banks with many fal len
trees and brush plus other debris. longing fbr a f lood. A water dragon showed off his swimming and
diving prowess beforc assuntins u rnotionless pose on a dead branch and practical ly becoming invisible.

Just away from the river anrons the river -qums seemed an ideal place for lunch. Birders ate and
chatted, and some gained valuable rnsights into the art of entering a car without a key. Presently, "t ired
but happy", they conttnued north via Pratten and lryburn back to Toowoomba.

All in all an enjoyable outing. and a respectable final species tally of 78.

MID-JANUARY oUTING to RAVENSBOURNE NATIoNAL PARK 15 January

Thc  I ' a i t t f i r t ' c s t  c ; t t t  hc  l . r r r l l t  l t  f ' l ' u s t l t l i r t g  l r r c l  i r  r - cwup l l i pq  p l : r cc  f< t r  b i r c lw : r t c l r c r - s .  Nu r ' c rous -V
tan ta l i s inc  ca l l s  c t t t r  t rc  hcu lc l  i t t  t l t c  cunopv bu t  i t  i s  o f tcn  in rposs ib te  to  loca te ,  le t  a lo r re  see the  ca l le rs .
Even when seen thc  h t rc ls  n tav  bc  t le re  s i lhouet tes  f l i t t in { r  about  aga ins t  a  b r igh t  sky  above;  the  dense
canopy a l low ing  on ly ' f i l te red  l igh t  to  perco la te  th rough to  the  ground w i th  smal l  c lear ings  here  and there
where  a  fo res t  g ian t  has  c ras l tc r l  ro  i t s  doom

At  p resent .  c \c t t  i l t  t l te  N l r t t , ,n l t l  Park  a t  Ravensb l ru rne  wh ich  be ing  h igh ,  ca tches  more  ShowerS
than most of the sul t 'ouncl inu arclr .  thc cl ' l 'ects of rv ide-spread clrought are very evident.  The cr isp and
crunchy  lea f  l i t t c r  u t tc lc t ' foo t  l s  l cn t i r r i seent  o f 'dec ic luous  woods in  au tumn and the  pa the t ica l l y  th in  canopy
a l lows l igh t  to  l looc l  i r t  to  I 'ep lacc  thc  usua l  g loonr  A  changed scene cer ta in ly .  and a  sad one,  bu t  no t
w i thout  i t s  compensat ions  to r  b i rders  as  ex t ra  l igh t  leads  to  easrer  iden t i f i ca t ion .

I t  was overcast and pleasant lv cool as we set of f  down the track from the lower picnic ground: a
mixed group of young and old. l0 members and 3 vis i tors.  St i l l  and mainly quiet unt i l  a smal l  and
colourful  f lock of Austral ian King Parrots f lew into a low tree nearby A portent of  things to come?
Maybe - short lv af ter came an exci ted cal l  of  "Catbirdl"  Yes a Green Catbird which we also heard i ts
cat- l ike cal l



A Cicad:rb i l 'd  ca l lcc l  fur - t l rcr  o l ' r ' .  i t lso Wl t i tc -browcd' l ' r 'cccrccpcrs anc l  thcn thc cr ics o l - "what- is- i t ,
uhat-is-i t" announcecl the presencc o1 Brown Gery[ones al l  around us. Next cafi le a Spectacled Monarch

.,s/ i th i ts bold patterninq and rich colour fol lowed by the dart ing movements ancl squeaky voice of a/Rufbus Fantail. Sl-rarp eyes spotteil where the Monarch hacl clisappeared - to sit quietly on a beautif'ul
little cup-shaped nest decorated with lichen and moss and half hidden under overhanging leaves.
Throughout the morning rve heard and saw Monarchs frequently, with perhaps a preponderance of the
Black- faced var ic ty ,  two o l 'which werc a lso scen s i t t ing t ight  on the i r  t iny nests .

Moving slowly down the Palm Gully Track, we soon had a rather special sighting - a Noisy Pina -
but i t  f lew off too quickly for most 01'us. We waited quietly but although it  cal led later,"walk-to work",
tantal isingly close, i t  didn't show itself again. Our f inal certain "special" was a White's Thrush - a
plump brown bird with beautrful brown scaly markings, often merely glimpsed as it scurried away or
foraged busily amongst the ground litter. With patience we all had good views when it ran a few paces
or flew onto a log, only to disappear again seconds later.

After this, rnorning tea became a priority. Then a short walk around the picnic area produced
Red-browed Firetails near the road. As the temperature had risen considerably, we decided to call it a
day. 38 confirmed species hut rvith our special sightings more than making up fbr orher unseen birds.

,r1.-,t Shore

THE SAGA OF THE SHAGS (Litt le black cormorants)

I would be the f irst one to admit that shags have never done that much fbr me. The quote,'sit t ing l ike a shag on a rock", is so appropriate as they are usually doing just that - sit t ing soli tary on a
rock in  a somnambul is t ic  s tate.  ' fhey 

do l i t t le  for  the landscape.  or  the imaginat ion.

But  a l l  th is  has chanqed . .

A recent trip to the Gold Coast found us stopping at the usual waterhole for lunch, the Currumbin
Hotel. The t ime approximately 12 noon on a beautiful,  shining day. The view from the Hotel, beautiful,
as usual. On the Currumbin inlet. 80 black shags. I counted them. Fishing en-masse. The black f lot i l la
was similar to a well organised military drill squad. With soldier-like precision they glided across the
water, al l  eyes front. al l  heads held hrgh. THEN THEY WERE GONE AS ONE! Not a splash. Not a
,l  _t.y. No rvidenins circles on the water. Not even a r ipple cl isturbed the surface. Just gone! Two
r iT inutcs la lc I  t l tev t t l l  s t t l l l tcc t l  r rs  ( )NI : : t t t r l  cont inr rcr l  t l rc i r  wl ry  r rpst rc : tn t  I r ivc  nr inutcs Ia tcr  thcy 4 ivec l
as ONE i rga in.  ihc l l  t 'csLt t ' l ' i tccd as ( tNI : .  s t i l l  in  the i r  squad l i lnnat ion.  This  rnanoeuvt 'e  was of ten
repeated as thcY sai lcc l  l t t t ' thcr  i t t lc l  l ' t t t ' l i tc r  up Currurnbin Crcck.  l ' ina l ly  d isappcar i l_ t  l ) r lp t  v icw.

Now th is  is  nrv  c luest ion.  F lorv 'Who' j  Or  what  tok l  each and every b i rd  in  that  f lo t i l la  "Al together
now. One. 

' fwo. ' f  
hree. ..  DIVI-" ' ]  There had to be communication. Someone in charse of such

orderly conduct. And such precisiort r i , i th never a splash needs practice, surely!

Whilst having lunch 30 shags f ler.v south and the rest f lew north. No doubt they went back to
their favouritc rock and rcsunrcd theil  somnambulist ic pose. Now how did they come to this decision?
And who or what cal led the sha-s meetrng in the f irsr place' l  The mind boggles!

And so I 've chanqecl  t ry  op in ior ts  on shaqs.  Who cal lec l  thenr  un interest ing? Not  me any more.

Vera Simon

f-



SPECIES

DATE

TIME

LOCALITY

OBSERVER

OP"TICS

CONDITIONS

HABITAT

FTELD MARKS

COMMENTS

GRIiY F \I-CON Falco hl,poleucos

l7 Aug 1994

Approx 12.50 pm est

Over car park near Sir Leslie Wilson Building, University of Queensland,
Gatton Campus.

Rod Hobson. PO Box 416, Gatton Q 4343

Carton 20x60 telescope

Unseasonably warm and humid, no breeze. Build up of storm clouds to

N/NE Cloud cover approx 30%. Clear overhead. Visibi l i ty very good.

Open fields, cultivation.. $cattered groups of Eucalyptas spp. University
infrastructure. Central campus area well vegetated.

Faiconifbrm, size hard to . ludge as bird very high against clear blue sky.
Very t ike Peregrine Falcon in shape, heavy chested. Pale underparts, l ighter

on chin. throat. Wings long, fair ly broad, pointed wing t ips, pale

unclerneath rvith black t ips (reminiscent of wing t ip markings of Austral ian

Kestrel). sl i-ehtly bent at carpal joint, straight along trai l ing edge. Tail

nroclerately long, appeared sl ightly rounded, hard to judge at height. Bird

circlecl and able to get gl impse of srnoky blue-grey upperparts, crown onto

napc darker grey (uvenile ' /).  White cheeks proceeded by darker area
(nroustache ?). Unable to dist inguish colour of legs, soft parts, tai l-bars.

Alerted by alarm calls and panic flight of Galahs, Noisy Miners, Pied

Butcherbirds, Australian Magpies and Feral Pigeons. These species

extremely agitated by raptor's presence. Falcon soared, circled area for

approx. six minutes ihen went into glide, raking wings further back than
when soaring, disappeared towards Laidley area. Maintained height

throughout

' l 'elcphoncd Greg Czechura (Queensland Museum) 1.30 pm. Discussed and

clurzzed Gleg agrees with identif ication. Much movement of Western

spccrcs in Lockyer area of late; Diamond Dove (01126.01.94), Western
Ge I r ' sone  (29  01  94 ) .  B lack  K i t e (04 .08 .94 ) ,  L i t t l e  Bu t t on

Quai l (08 i  l0  08.94) ,  B lack Falcon (09.08.94) ,  Red- ta i led Black Cockatoo
(nrany records) Also big inf lux of Spotted Harriers, Litt le Eagles and

Bror,vn Falcons of late. Cther eastern movement of western species into SE

Queenslancl recently includes Budgerigar-Dalby, Goomeri (G. Czechura, C.

Ecldie pers. comm ), Blue Bonnet-Kleinton, Diamond Dove-Crows Nest
(pers obs ). Grey Falcon previously recorded in Lockyer by Chris Corben
(Da te ' l ) .  Seven  M i le  l . agoo t t .

R .Hobson ,  17 .08  94



NEW TOOWOOMBA RIRT)

Tinre/Date
PIace
Observers
Optics

Weather Condit ions
Distance to Subject
Comments

Field Marks :
S:1i lar Species :
\-/'

:  No.280
DIAMOND DOVE, Geopelia cuneata
9 .45  a .m. /21 .08 .94
Helidon Livesrock Dip, FIel idon, e.
L.& M.  Arzeni
I lar tman 10x40 b inoculars
Zeiss 8x30 binoculars
Fine.  V is ib i l i ty  good.
10-12 metres. Two birds on qround.
Implosion of this species_into sp eueensrand rately, most probably
drought induced. other sE eueensrand sightings as under:

Jan. /Feb. '94 (60+)  Langlands T.p.
01.07.94 (1)  Pechey Swamp J.H.  er  a l
10.07.94 (3)  Crows Nesr  R.H. ,  L .McG.,  S.McG.
24.07.94 (1) Hetidon Livesrock Dip p.McC.
04.10.94 small f lock Goomeri C.E.
* ,09.10.94 (6)  Tal legal la  R.B. ,  G.L.
x  15.10.94 (1)  Haigs lea G.L.  e t  a l
x  15.10.94 (ca l l  heard)  Malabar  G.L.  e t  a l
16.11.94 (2)  Woodlands R.H.
Dec. 94 Lake Broadwater M.H. (C.E. pers. comm.)

This species has been in constant residence at the Helidon Livestock
Dip since P.Mcc.'s init iar sighting rhere, 24.07.g4 to the present
having been observed by numerous TBo members in the interim. upto seven birds have been reported.

R.B. ,  Richard Brown;  C.E. ,  Cra ig Eddie;  M.H. ,  Michael  Hi rs t ;
J H- John Hadley; R.H., Rod Hobson; G.L., Graham Leach; p.
McC., Parrick McConnell;  S.M.G., Shane McGuire; i . fU.C., LisaMcGo'uvan; T.P., Terry pacey.

Conspicuous red eye-ring. Small white f lecks on wings.
Peaceful Dove, G. striata, also common in the arei. Field marks(see abovc) casiry dist inguish Diarnond Dove frorn this species.
Diss imi lar  ca l l .

* f rach, G. (1994. '  Diambncr Doves in oosl  Newslet ter  Vol .  25,  No. 10, p.2,  Nov rgg4.

Records Officer, 09.12.94



" * *  COi \ l l \G I i t - I iNJS * i . * , *

Locat ion:
Date:
Lc:rder:
T ime :

Location:
Da te : ,
Leader:
T inre:

, ,  
i

at the \\'esl-.rn end of Burrarva-v
before vou descend steeply

Crows Nest
26 February
Lcs ley Beeton 308 481
7:00 am

Glen Lomond Park
12 March
Ken Mc Keown 303 774
7:00 arn

Court r,vhich is rhe last street on right o _)

Meet at the Vil lase Square in Crorvs Nest and fol low Lesley ro rhe properry of Rodney Kerr of
Greening Austral ia. Address i: ,  "Orion", Pierces Ck Rd. BYO everything.

Mid-IIarch Outine

Meet at the gate

Flagstone Ck Rd

March Outine Location: Coastal wader outing, Brisbane
Date: 25126 March
Leader: Don Gavdon. Thorneside

a : iunday jaunt but fbr anyone interested in making a weekend of i t ,
in a visit to Stradbroke Is. on the Saturday and can provide
hir'r know by 18 March so the ferry may be booked. More in next

Th is  annu ; r l  t l u l i r r g  r s  usu t r i l r
Don is  wi i l ing to  work
accommodation Please let
newsletter.
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:t3- ,9?5l f  undel iverable rerurn to

Toowoomba  B i rd  Obsene rs  I nc
PO Box 67
DARLITT*G TIEIGHTS Q J350

i ' .  l , lcConne11
l7  Georg re  S t ree t
1 l ! )L I  DO l i  QT ,D  4344
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