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I'TEITS-SJ{EET Nq. 21 -,_NQVH,LBtrE __1qT7_r

The Clubrs Annual General hieeting took place-.on Frid.ay, 0ctober 21st ancl vras
veLL attend.ed., with nineteen menbers present, The Secretaryts report on the
evening appears in this issue. All three Officers have been confirmed for a
fi.irther twelve months.

Our Seconcl Anm:al Bird. Census nas taken on Slmd.ay, October ZJrd as nembers
who participated. can d.oubtless confizm. i.[any thanks to those who took part in
this rnost useful and. informative e::ercise. We can now begin to relate this
informa-bion with last 1'gs3ts and make interesting cornparisons between the
Upra;rge arrd. Dovnrrange blocks. Th:ee neul bird.s r-rere added. to the lOlcn circle
list as a result of the d.ayts observati-ons and. the exciting prospects awaiting
us next Jrear when lve chamge to the larger area lrere nad.e evident with sightings
Iike }l-ack Si'?an and Tflristling Kites. A fully detailed report will be published
with the Jarn:arf issue but at this point vre can say that a total of 5947
inC.ividuaJs were record.ed. comprising 4259 Upra.nge and. 1688 Dor,vnrang:e. 0nce
again, thairk ]rou for your effort,.

The next event in our Club life will be the camtrrout at Bunya Mor::ctains
Na'l;ionaL Parlc. Assembly point will be the Queents Park l(iosk in lrindsay Street,
This change is in cleference to the Satr.rrd.ay traffic in Pigottrs car pa.::k. As
mentj-oned. last nonth if you have equipment problems let us lmow arrd periraps
some help can be arranged. See you there.

J,Ir. Don Vernon, Curator of Birds at the Queensla.nd i.'luseun vrill be a guest of
this Club on Frid.ay evening December, 15th. Don has recently returrred- from
overseas and will talk to uE on end.arrgered. species as vuell as sho\,iring slides
of the lYildforul Trust at Slimbridge. AlI in all it should be a most interesting
evening. The venue for the night will be arLvised. in ou:r next issue.

It is pleasing to amnorxrce that Bill Jo1ly has been abLe to arrange a Club
discount on bird. boolcs purchased from Queensland. Book Depot i.n lJargarent St,
If you are planning to give (or hoping to receive) Uira books this Christmas,
p::od-uction of this issue of the i{ervs-sheet at the cor:nter of Q.3.n. vri1l gain
a ten irercent d-iseount. A d.etailed list of books in stock at the rnoment follows
in this sheet.

As will be seen frorn the section on ll{ew Toowoomba Bircls some exciting even'os
have occrrrred in the past fevr days. 1{ithin tvro clays last weeh we had access
to bird.s, in the hand., which are not verlr oftell seen. Not all Club membe:rs
coulcl be given the opportunity to view them ancl this points to the need for a
Cl-ub chain of corumnication vrhich could be employed in such cases. Yor:r
officers have ag-reed. to wrclertake to notify nembers who would lilte to be
advised. if a bird- comes to hand.. To this end. it is proposed to establish a
list of names and telephone numbers. If )'ou r,.roul-C. like to be on the list
please aclvise us. Thoug:h you nay not have the phone connected.r perhaps there
is a neighbor:rrs nurnber where you could be reacheci. You can p1-ay a part too
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The C1ubrs Arurual General- }ieeting took place on Frid.ay, October 21st ancl was
lrell attend.ed., with nineteen rnerabers present, The Secretarlyrs report on the
evening aptr)ears in this issue. All three Officers have been confirmed for a
further tv'relve months.

Onr Second Annual Bircl Census nas taken on Sund.ay, October 21td. as members
lvho participated- can d.oubtless confirrn. liany thanks to those who took part in
this rnost useful- aird inforrnative e::ercise. Tfo can novl begin to relate this
informa-bion with last ;'s23ts and malce interesting comparisons between the
Uprange arrd. Dorvnrange blocks. Th::ee new bird.s rrere addecl to the l0lor circle
list as a result of the dayrs observati-ons and the exciting prospects awal-ting
us next year when ',,ve change to the larger area t?ere rnacle evident with sightings
l-ike 3l-ack Swan and \lhistling Kites. A fully cletailed report will be published
with the Jarmarf issue but at this point vre can say that a total of 594'7
ind.ividuafs were record.ed comprisin1 /y259 Uprange and. 1688 Dor,vnrqrrge. Olcce
again, thank you for your effort.

The next event in our Club life will- be the canp-out at Bunya l,Iormtains
Na-i:ionaL Parlc. Assembly point will be the Queents Park l(iosk ir: L,:indsay Street.
This change is in cleference to the Saturd.ay traffic in Pigottts car par:k. As
mentj-oned. last nonth if you have equipment problerns let us larow and perlups
some help can be arranged.. See you there.

1,1r. Don llernon, Cr:rator of Rirds at the Queensla.nd. Liuseurn vrill be a guest of
this Club on Friday evening Decernber, 16th. Don has receirtly retuezred- from
orerseas and. will talk to us on end.a^ngered species as vrell as shov't'ingl slid.es
of the lTildfowl Tn:st at Slimbridge. All in all it should be a most interesting
evening. The venue for the night will be advised. in our next issue.

It is pleasing to airnounce that 3i11 Jolly has been able to ar::anEp a Club
d.iscount on bird. books purchased from Queensland. Book Depot J-n I'.iargarent St.
If you are plamring to give (or hoping to receive) Uira books this Christnas,
p::od.uction of this issue of the idews-sheet at the cormter of Q.3.D. will gain
a ten percent d.iscount. A detailed list of books in stock at the noment fo11or'vs
in this sheet.

As will be seen from the section on New Toovroomba Sirds some excitin6y even'os
have occurred in the past few days. trVithin two d.ays last week we had. access
to bird,s, in tire hand., which are not very often seen. }\ot all Club membe:rs
coulcl be given the opportrttity to view them arrd. this points to the need for a
Clr-rb chain of commrxtication.urhich could be employed in such cases. Yor:r
offieers have agreed. to und.ertake to notify members wiro would liite to be
arlvised if a bird. comes to hand-. To this end it is proposed to estabfish a
list of names and telephone numbers. If i 'ou v'rould. like to be on -bhe list 1
please advise us. Though you rTray not have the phone connectedr perhaps there
is a, neighbo'.lrrs number where you could. be reachecl. You can play a part too
by promptb. advising any Club Officer if you come across a rare species or
something of unrisual interest involving a more comnon one. ny d.oing so you,

ca3 set the telephones ringing and share nore of orr great common interest.

Ron Hopkinson.
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UEl{--p.or.{q()[EL-3Tn}s_.-
/ 782. l ' ltrite-tlFq4te{ (t,ielithreptus albogularis) , 23.L0.77,

Flagstone Creek. Ron Hopkinson, Roger Livesey,

,'LBJ. 3lo:l+q,!-P-fge-g. (Lopholaimus antarcticus). 21,l:o.77. Redwood Park.'
Rod Hobson, Rheta iilrigi'rt.

Detail-s fron Rocl anC Rheta of d.iagnos-bic features supporting this sighting
to be suppl ied in reext issue.

J LB4, Ie!1kiIrp. 9v{-1 (tli irox connivens). Z|.IO,TT. Redwood park.

Rocl Hobson, Rheta Y/right,

Detail-s from Rod. ald. Rheta of d.iagnostic features supporting this sighting
tc be suppl ied in next issue.

/
" 185. .Ioilrtl-e*--Di-!!e.:m (Ixobrychris rninutrrs). 3.lr,77. Concorclia College,

Or:.e mature male of this species attaclced. by Aus-Lra1ia"n ltagpies in ge.ound.s
of Concord.ia College. Bird subsequently passed. to l,tr, E. Potts (Toowoomba
Fiel-d i iats.)  and. thence to Ron l- Iopkinson and Bi l l  Jo11y. Ident i f icat ion

. agreed. by al l  observers, (Refer to i tem in this ne,rs-sheet).
/ 

te6. 4ps-!qali-ggl-Le-1i-can (Pelecanr.rs conspicillatus), 6,rL.77. Ringmere,
trfithcot-b. Vff. EJ, Al' ' i, FS, REf,il. C3.

Huge bird.. }lacle abovep vrnite beneath, massive bill. Seen in flight and. on
rnater.  (Refer to separa-be i tem in this nevrs-sheet).

uq rts:Eg:_sIFD riiorEs .

Australkur Pe_li_carl. 21"IO.77, Airbo:ne ovel llelid.on Spa, REf,I. RL.
1I.!Q.77. lesl ie Dam. JI,, IC.

$_o_vg1$j-t_t_p_ry 3L,IO,77., Go.rrie Little Plains . Jj\IC.
EgJ-q]_5eq,qr-1r-i_1_1s 23.7O,77.',;tithcott. trilJ. EJ.

jL,LO.7':1, Lesfie Dami Jl iC.
r:u.S$jia.tg 2.I0"77. Ringnere, \{ithcoti. ii. EJ.

Ir,i*lLlp_-Fgl-cSns 9.LO.77, 0cean Street, GC,
Iggte-Q-qqrf.s 2i,1O,77. Ringrnere, Vithcott. I'ilJ, HI.
.Jap.a.n5€--,3i 

'1S.. 6,II.77. l,,Iithcott. EJ. AVil. RS. (Observecl regularly sir:ce).
El e-i--tqflt - 1I.10. 77. Leslie Dam. Jl'.'lc.

3,I l .77. l . . [arbwg. C3.
Jp_.1ie+-$p.Sf_., 4,10,77. Ringmere, Withcott. \'fJ. EJ.

-  
L0 . I0 .77 .  Ocean  S t ree t .  JCC.  JEC.

DoIlarbird.. ts.IO.7'1. Ringrnere, r/ i thco-bt, i ; iJ. EJ,
2i ,IO ,7 7. l?ebb Parli, GC . JCC . JEC .
1l-,IO,7,7. Leslie Dam. J'IC.

lS*-ZT_.$L;!;ta._._ l.6,T0.77. Heifer Creek- Jl?. R!'/.
Ilp,c_k:@-@eh"- 9 . J0.77. Qcean Stree'b . GC . JCC . JEC .
Replejrt tl_onglea!_eg.- 16,10,77. Blacll D'Jck Creek. JiI. Ri,/,
$i9^en.[igb*i_q]r- 25.9.77 . Dodd Street . 1'fl,,1,
Ulg$__Uoo_ftl1:rallerq:_ 25,L0.77 . -ltrithcott. I'fJ . EJ.
AgFjg&- Ra-v._e-rf.!- 2,l.O.77. Yandilla. Jl,I. ll'!I.

CB: Chris Bianchi. JIIC: John Coman. GC: Graham Corbin,,, JCC: Jarre Corbin.
JIIC; Jirn Corbin. Rtl-H: ilon llopkinson. EJ: Eileen Jo1ly" l'Uc Bill Jo111'"
RL: Iioger Livesey. trfl',.{; Bil} ilcKenzie. nS; Robert Shaw. Rl,iis Ruth lialter.
Jl,Ic John t/a1ter. :\ll'; Ann i,hite.

SIILjS1,I-C"_E1)* IiO OIGtsunRA .

It is interesting to note that following on from possible Sightings a.i1d.
soriitd.ings of tiris species rnentioned-.in Nev'is-sheets lios. 12, 16 and lJ,
mernber ]{arilyn Jacobs positivelf id.entified. this species iir the Lake Clarendon
area vrhife -Laicing part in the Q.0.S, Anni.lal Bird. Censlrs on l-5.L0,77,

Ron l{opkinson,
l- 'd i  tor-



'.'7-Bj. *[wlg!d.-P;.gg-gg. (Lopholaimus amtarcticus). 21.Lo,77, Redivood Park"
Rod Hobson, "Rheta i/rigtrt.

Details from Rorl e.nC Rheta of d.iagiros-Lic features slipporting this siglhting
to be suppLied in next issue.

,/ IB4. IanliiqE -Q-{LI (il inox corurivens). 25.IA.7?. Redwood Park.
Rod. Hobson, Rheta lYright,

Details frorn Rocl:L:rrl Rheta of d.iagnostic features supporting this sigirting
to be supl l ied. in ncxt issue.

/' 185. !Lb'lle*-Bi!_te.i:i (Ixobrychus rninr'.ttrs). 1.II.77. Concorcha College.

One mature male of this species attacked- by Australia^r: Iltagpies in gro..:nd.s
of Concord.la College. Bird subsequently passed- to L{r. E, Potts (Toor,voomba
Fiel-d. l iats.)  and. thence to Ron iLopkinson and Bi l l  Jol ly.  fc lent i f icat ion
a.c'r .aoi l  hrr  el l  obser1ers. (Refer to i tem in this net i , rs-sheet).

./
" 186. Aup-LqA]l-a:_r P:_.e-l_r-g (Pelecanus conspicilla,cr-rs). 5.13.77. Rirrgnere,

tr'trithcot-i;. l'ilJ. EJ. Al'f' RS, Rfff . C3.

Huge bird.. 31acl< above, vrhite beneath, rirassive bil]. Seen in flight and on
vrater.  (Refer to separate i tern in this news-sheet).

},ry l}.jB$:_ r3IlD rir0rEs .

Agg.!.]ial.i-An P€li-agar 23.10'77. .fiirboine over Helidon Spa. RE[I. RL.
II-.LQ.77 . Leslie Dam. Jl,{C .

3qq-l4_*-!:-ttp,qlr 3i.,IO,77.. Go',vrie Little Plains . J\'IC.

Bgr{$ep*qe- r-LL 2J-10'77. '";Ethcott. i'fJ' EJ.
5I.l:O.1'l , leslie Dami fl,iO.

r,.r-*GoS-!igj.C!. 2.10,77. Ringrnere, lriithcoti. !i. EJ.

Ir,*jk-j!1f*Sn.'- 9.1O,77 . Ocean Street, GC'
nqqtg1-Utr- i -1.-  23.1O,77. Ringrnere, ldthcott .  WJ. EJ.
Jap.g"IrSSS-.Sr ' l#.* 6. l I .77. l ,Vi thcott .  EI.  AV' i .  RS, (observecl regular ly since),

Eilre-i-,Ai+Il,- 1L.l.0.77 , Leslie Dam. Jl'{c.
1,l I)77. l ,{arbwg. C3,

Jp-.lie+ j!ggf-* 4,10.77, Ringrnere, Withcot'u. 1iiJ. E.I.
10 . l -0 .77 .  Ocean  S t ree t .  JCC.  JEC.

Lo.!LaS.if&. 5.Io.77. Ringmerer r/ithcobt' I'fJ. EJ'
23, l0 ,71 .  t r ' Iebb ?ark.  GC. JCC. JEC.
1r- ,1O,7.7.  Les l ie  Dam. J I . IC.

l!gi*-ay_-Bi-L!9.- L6.IO,77. lleifer Creek. Jl?. R!/.
iilp-clr:laq.e4-];[glq1g9,bg 9 ,10,77 , Ocean Street. GC . JCC . JEC .
Repiell! I{_onellqAt*eg.- 16.IO,77. Black D'lck Creek. Jii. R1,7.
Gq9-e.g_1ligb=i_:;5]- - 25 ,9.77 . Iocld Street . fill,{,
qUg]g- -Uqo*4p_rtz-Ll oU:_ 21 .IO ,7 7 . 

-l'tri thc ott . VfJ . EJ .
4+pfua}i_qf- B?,y.-e-r* 2,LO.77. YanclilLa. Jl/. Ii.tI.

Cll: Chris Bianchi. J,.[C; Jotffr Coman. GC: Graham Corbin.. JCC; Jame Corbin.
JEC: Jirn Corbin. FEH;1lon l lopkinson. EJi Ei leen Jolly. lTJt Bi l I  Jol ly"
RL: Iloger Livesey. '!'il.{: Bill l.lcKenzie. RSc Robert Shaw. Rl'is Ruth l;iafter.
J\,ls John ilalter. All': rlnn l,hite.

Eqbj4li;.ql)_ IiO O]''ABUmA .

It is interesting to note that follorrring on from possible sightings a:1d.
sorir'd-ings of tiris species rnentioned-.in Nev,rs-sheets lios. L2, 16 and }J,
menber l{arifyn Jacobs positively id.entified. this species in the Lake Clareird.on
area vihi-le -Laicing part in the Q.O.S' Anm:al- Bird. Censu.s on 16.10,77.

Ron IJoplcins on,
E4i-t-oJ---
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],[ember LHck DolleJr has ::eported sighting for:r Letter-vringed ]Ctes (ntanus

scrj-ptus) on his property I'Corand-ru"1 fiithcott. They a"ppea::ed. about mid-
mo:rrring of a d.ull cloudy da'rr in Septernber.

Their appearance l'ras sufficiently d.ifferent to the Blaclc-shoufd.ered. Kite
(E. notatus), contmon in *,,he area, to cause l:Iicli to reach for his Sl-ater
and- checll the d.istinctive rinder-ving tiiarkings lrrhile the bi::d's vere stil-I

in vie'n.

Ron HoPkinsont
$cLJ.Tor.

!Iro--![ggj$1{.s

Contrary- to the long*stand.ing ad.age relating to littJ-e child.renr it is

sener.a.llv helcl that Li'r,-ble Biti;erns tend. to be heard. but not seerrr The rnost

lopular Ld.jcc'uive to be for.md. in the litera1;'.re concerning this miniature

member of the heron family is tskulkingr. And ii may be fairly expected- that

when a generalll, bro1nrn ancl blacl< shape not nuclt bigger t'hat' a butcherbird-

slcrrlks in a reed-bed- he lvill be rarely seen.

Spch is ilcleecl the case wiih Ixobry-chris niinutr.rc, amd the tnafe of the species

vilrich vras recorcled. in Toov,roomba on Thursd.ayo Jrd. i',lovember rnight veff have

beeir overLoohed as his kind- usually are, had he not come und-er at'r;ack frorn

two nagpies vihils-b end.eavo"u-ring to wal}; across the Playing fielcls at Concordia

College. IlniLer such circurnstances ad.opting a pose nhich enables a birc] to

merge inconspicuously in-bo a backg3ror::rd. of reed- stens is of no great valuet

and. -this beleagrrerctj. bitteyn r;ias suffering some damage u.ntil rescuecl through

huma;r intervention.

The cornbined. offices of Ernie Po'cts, i;iarillm Jacobs and Ron Hopkinson finall-y

brought to ',Ringneretr this selcion seen inhabitant of marshes and' reed.-irecls

acltoss mqch of n,r"opu, Africa and Asia, stil1 straining vainly to rnerge Irith

his backgrouncl, i;his time alas a canary c&$er fila.ny bird. club members hacl by

nolu- beer:. alerted and a group had. gathe=ea io observe and recorc1 his liberation

at B.lO a.m. on Saturd.ay inlo the sma1l, bu1 rapid.ly growing area of reeds

a-'l-ongsit)"e the d.am at Ringnere.

At this tiine rrye r,vere to be 6lranted- rarely enjoyed. vie'iJs of a wefl pluma'ged

mafe Little Bit'se:rt in his nat';ral envi-ronment. Once the confining cage vras

removed. -i,he bittern did ind.eed al-l but d.isappear without so much as moving'

proving dramatically the effectiveness in the proper habitat of his much

practised. reed-Iii ie stance. But v,'e lcrew ite vra's there all the tj-me' and' through

binoculars ancl camera v,re lyel,e alforved a full five minutes in r''ihich to adrlire

his del-icate buff and greenish-black colouring and. the clrama-bic yellow eyes

rvhich vp.tched us simul{aneously frorn either side of an eqr're"lly yellowt heron-

Iil le beak.

Even,cually the bird seemecl- to realise we vrerentt going to go a!' 'rayr and took

the plunge l:ir,rseff , rnaking fcr: the security of the srnall reed-forest in 'what

can onJ-y be d-escribed as a speedy skuI1c.

L a t e c o m e r . s o n S r - r o d a l . v r e r e a d . v i s e d . t h a t t o t h e b e s t o f o u r ] g l o v r l e d . g e a L i t t l e
Bi btern roras some'rh"iu r"ourld. the fringes of the dam, but lYere vrarned' in all

fairness tirat they coulci not reasonably expect to locate hiiri in his natural

envir:onment - but they d.idl so tr',renty-for.lr hours after his release he r';as

sti11 enjoying Ringrnere's hospitality, not, really I.eason enough to ad'd- hint

to our d.o1-,mrange t6t btoctc for tne R.A.O.U.3ird'  1i 'c1as, but i f  hets st i lL

with u,s in a couple of , , reeks, maybe'r .ret f l  count him for December.

3i-LLJsuY'-

N.r-!-.

Swrd.ay, 6th idovenber rras to see no" only a Little Bittern a-b Ringrnere'
?r: r t  q tqn qroor , roombars f i rs t ' recorded Austra l ian Pel ican ancl  seconcl  only
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Their appea-rance l' ias sufficiently d.ifferent to the Blaclr-should-ered. i{ite
(8. notatus),  conmon in -uhe area, to car:se I ' ; I ick to reach for his Slater

and check the d.isi;inctive rurder-wing rriarlcingF rvhile the bi:rds ivere siil l

i n  v iew.

Ron HoPkinsont
Ed i to r .

lIlTIE-I]JTTia'{..

ContrarX,- to the long*stand.ing ad-age relating to littJ.e child-renr it is

,qerrerallv helcl that Litble nitberns tend" to be heard but not seen. The rnost

lopglar Lajcctive to be forlrd- in the literat'.re concerning this miniature

rnember of the he:roii family is tskulkingr. And ii may be fairly expected- that

rnrhen n. oeneral\r brornnr ancl blaclc shape not rnuch bigger that a butcherbird
o v + r v +  

e - - d

slml-ks in a reed-bed. he urll be rarely seen.

Such is indeecl the case lrrith Ixobtry-chus rii inutus, and the inale of the species

vrhich pas recorfl.ed, in Toovroomba on Thrri:sd.ay, Jrd ''iovenber rnight weff have

beeir overl-ool<ed. as his kind- usually are, had- he not come u:nd-er at'cack fron

two magpies vil:i lst end-eavoilring to '$afli acloss the llairing fieltls at Concord'ia
ri^r'rnoa TTnrlar such circurnstances aCopting a pose which enables a bircl to
\ / \ J I a E t i E .  U I I I L 9 I  I

merge inconspicuously into a backgSorr,la of reed- stens is of no great valuet

=nrt this lrolear:lrerecl- bittern vras suffering some d.amage until rescuecl through

humarr intervention.

The combinecl offices of Ernie Potts, liarilyn Jacobs anC Ron Hopkinson finally

brought to',l1ingrnere" this selciom seen inhabitant of marshes and reed.-beds

acros,s much of tl,;a.opu, Africa arid Asia, stil l straining vainly to rnerge vrith

his bacilgrourcl, i;his tinre alas a ca.i}aTy c&$er t{a.ny bird- club mernbers hacl by

nor,r beer:. alerted anfl a group had. gBthe"ea io observe and recorcl his libera'bion

at B.JO a.m, on saturd-ay into the small, but rapid.ly growin8 aTea of reeds

a-1-ongsicie the d-anr at Ringnere.

At this .i;ine v,ie were to be granted- rarely enjoyed. vie','rs of a r,veff plumaged'

niale Little Sittern in his na,t'.:ral envj-ronment. once the confining cage vras

removed. 'i;he bittern d.icL ind.eed. all but disappear without so much as novingt

proving dramatically the effectiveness in tho proper habitat of his rnuch

practised. reed-Iiice stance. But v,'e lcrer,v he wa's there all the time' and through

binoculars ancl camera rre i,reie afl0ved a full five rninutes in rvhich to adrlire

his del_icate buff amd. greenish-blach colouring ancl the drama'Lic yellorr eyes

which r,€.tchecl us simultaneously from either side of an eqqall-y yellowt heron-

li]:e beak.

Even-br.ialJ-y the bird. seemecl- to realise r,Ie li lerentt going to go ar-rayt and took

the ph:nge irinself, rnaking for the security of the srirall reed'-forest in what

can onl1r be d-escribed- as a speedy skufk'

L a t e c o m e r s o n S r u r c l a l ' l T e r e a d . v i s e c l t h a t t o i ; h e b e s t o f o u r l c : o r u l e d g e a L i t t l - e
Bi-btezn.l.,ras somevrhu"" r"orr.d. the fringes of the dam, but t/-rere vrarned' in all

fairless tirat they coulci not ::easonaUly expect to focate hii;i in his naiural

environnent - but they d.idl so tventy-four hours after his release he vias

s-r,il] enjoying Ringnerets hospitality, no+' reall$ lreason enough to add hirn

to our aor-,nr"ang" 16t block for trre R-.A.O.U. ll ird. /itl-asv but if hers stil l

rvith r.rs in a cJuple of r,reeJrs, maybe'r,verll coglt him for December'

a ; ' 1 ' l  T n ' l ' l r r
I-r-*-* $3:i:lJl-

was to see no',; only a trittIe Bittern a'b Ringrneret

first"recorded Australian PeLican and' seconcl only
Q q i  n a
u r r ! } , v  a

1I_._1.

Sund.ayr 6th iilovenber
but also Toovtoombars
recorci of a JaPanese
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4uIBAJIAS.IIEcAT\_r

Several exciting events trarrspired. just prior to arrd over the vreek"-enci of
Idoverrber, 5/6th, not leasi of vihich lras the release of a Little Bittern
(Ixob4lchus ninutus ) into the rwh-frir:ged- ed.ge of the d.arn at t'Ringmererr,

on Saturd.ay 5th.

On the Sund.ay afternoon Robert Shar,v and fuene lftrite visited. the dan in the
hope of catching a glirnpse of the nitterr:. They were renrarded with a good.

vie'r,,r of the bird. and. ..,tere d-escribing their sighting to 3i11 Jol1y at the
house vrhen a large shape flew fou overhead.. An Aust::alian Pelica,r had. rnad.e
the scene (and the Club List) nrd provid.ed. a 1oi.r level vier:r for r,,ihich
binoculars vere not nceded.

The bird. ivas obviously a'bout to let d.ovrn so all 'ratchers retired. to the house
in the hope that i'u night choose the itRiirgrnere'r 'irater. But a d.arn on a
neigtrbou::ing property i.,ras chosen and. the Sreat bird. alightecl-.

By this tine the telephones trere ringing up the Range ancl yor:rs truly rias
on tite ivay d.o1,m arrd- a::rived just after it becane ai::borne agpin ard i,'ras a
d-ininishing spot against the grey cl-ouds.

flgr,:pev€re your average birder doesntt give u}l a,n{:l after some scaJ}ning of the
grey the flight silhouette of our subject reappeared., hearling toi'rards us
again,

You havenrt e:4:erienced. silence until you have been one of several bird.erst
qho, by not b::eathirrg, hope to attract a Pelican d.oiin frorn the slq[. But we

hacl to be content ldth severaf circuits of the area' for ot:r bird. then head-ed.

off a;nc1 d.isappeared from sight below the tree line be'bueen us and. the high',vay.

Ron Hopl<irlSorlr

fu\i/'lE] rS :iStrST?

lligh in the forlced branches of a tall Eucalypt alongsid.e Rifle Range Road a
geat uras.s of sticl';s s'1!'Iays, clangerously in the strong vrinds.

TSis strlcture is being tencLed. ind.ustriously by tvro large black bird.s (navens?)

ancl I 1vould suspect fron their coming and. going that the as yet llrrseell young

are being riell fed.

The paren',, bird.s never appear to f1y cLirectly to the nest but tLescend fron a
brasch above the nest leveL. The only call heard. from either bird. near the nest
has been the r:,sr:af rrcrotrrr call but on numeror:.s other: occasions in the ilnnecli-ate
territorn', the throaty gargle of the Raven has been evident"

Are rye :really r atching Ar:stralian Ravens at uorl< and is it something to cro'w
about?

!e41Y- KenSEiI'*

sMJ_r/iaGPIE LARK.

Early in September I observed a pair of Australian l:lagpie Larks (Grailina
cyanoleuca) nestin6 in a pine tree. The nest vras situated. high in the tree
and about twelve feet out from the trurtk.

!-lhen'] first sar:i them the male t',ias on the irtud.:nest lool<ing aboutr with beak
open, for irrtrud.ers. The female fler,r in and. the rnale left. The ferrralc woulcl
tur.r the ogrF over for a neiv sitting positibn. I ob-served. this several tii,tes
during the day.

The folloujlna clay I vratched. i;he rlaLe defendiirg its mate ancl the eggs. It stood.
besid.e the nest, vraiting to relieve the female, lrhen a ?ied. Currarrong (Strepera
graculine) appeared, He acted promptly and cliasecl this larger bird. for at
least tlve:ety netres and. retutned. to the nest.

ItIl have tnore inforrnation concerning the young l,iagBie .Larks in the next
l(evn-shee-b.



(fxobrXrchr:s ninutus) into the fi.rsh-fringed. edge of the d.arn at "Ringmeretr,
on Saturd.a.y 5th.

On the Srmd.ay afterrroon Robert Shaw a.nd. Anne 'r,hi'ue visited. the dan in the
hope of catching a glirnpse of the Bittern. They were reward.ed. with a good
.rier:r of the bird. and. vere describing3 their sighting to Bill Jolly at the

house when a large shape flev fovr overhead. An Australian Pelica;r had rnacie
the scene (anci. the Club List) ,nd provid.ed a lor"y leveI vierv for rvhich
binocu.fars rrere not nced.ed.

The bird. v,ias obvioi;sly about to let d.ovrn so aIL.;ratchers retired. to the house
in tire hope that ii night choose the "Riirgnererr 'i,'ater. 3ut a d.arn on a
neig'hbolr:ing property tras chosen and- the great bird. alightecl.

3y this tine the telephones lrere ringing up the Ra:rge a,ud yours truly '7s,5

on tite ilay do$ir-r a:rrl- a::rived. jr.:s+u after it became ai::bo:rte a6pin anrl r,'ras a

d.ininisi:ing spot against the grel' cl-ouds.

Ilo,,"rever, your average bird.er d.oesntt give up ancl after some scanning of the

B:fey the flight silhouette of ou:: subject reappealed-, heading tovrards us

aga.in.

You havenrt experienced- silence r.xrtil you have been one of several birde::st

riho, iry not breathirrg, hope to attract a Pefican dovn frorn the s1q4. But rre

had to b6 gentent r,.rith severaL circuits of ihe area, for our bircl then head-ed'

off and. disappeared. fron sight below the tree line be'blreen us and. the hi8h"l'ay.

Ron Horrl<inson.

34t-1n_r-:A*I']ST3.

lligh in |he fo:{ced branches of a tall- Eucalypt alongsid-e Rifle Range Roacl a

grea-b rnass of stic[s .slirays clangerously in the s+r,roirg r'rind.s.

T5is structure i-s being te::rcled ind.ustriou,sly by tvro large bLack birds (navens?)

and. I r,rould srx;pect from their coming and. going that the as yet unseeil young

are being 'uiefl fed..

The paren'u bird.s never appear to f1y directly to the nest but d.escend. fron a

branch above the nest level. The only call heard. from either bird. near the nest

has been the r;sr.ral I'crolrrr cal-l but on nurileroris other: occasion's in the iln::rec1i-ate
territo4., the ihroat;' ga:rgle of the Raven has been evicLent.

Are rre :rea1ly uatchinfj Ar:st::aLia.ir Ravens at vork ancl rs it sonethiug to crovr

about?
laeqv_-KenlE&t

AUSTBAI,]A|I ]!.AGPIE LARK.

Early in September f observed- a pair oLl Australian lrlagpie Larks (Grailirra
cyanoleuca) nestin6 in a pine tree. The nest v.ras situated high in the tree
arrd about truelve feet out frorn the trunli.

l,lhen'I first sav them the male tr'ras on the i,rud. nest fookiirg aboutr with beak
opellr for i: 'rt 'ruders" The fernale flelt in and the lnale l-eft. The fernale woulcl
tir,r the og'rF over for a ner,v sitting position. I ob-served. this severaf tii,tes
during the day.

The fol,lov-'rn6 clay I v,ratched. i;l're nale d.efend.irrg its mate ancl the egg:s. It stood
besicle the nest,  wait ing to rel ieve the femalel  when a Fied. Curranong (Strepera
g'raculi:ne) appea.red. lle acted. promptly and cliased. this large: bircl for at
Least trve::ty netres and. retu:rred. to the nest.

Ill l have tno::e inforrnation concerning tire yowrg lilagpie Larks in the next
l[ei"n-shee-b.

Tal^,r  T$,f4
u  v r { r  J r u !  a
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Since or.r last letter to'1'31 'we have had. a feti clunges in the garden birclLife -
our once comlron::esid.ent, the Spangled. DronE;o, has 1eft. Accord-ing to loca1
bird.os their annual rnove south comrriences arorard 12th October - our Drongo vras
Iasi seen on the lOth, rrossibly by non the Drongos are being seen in yoLLT area
againr

The Olive-baclced St;nbird. and Duslcy Honeyeater have been joined. by lfeIlow-'
spot-Lecl and 3and.ed. Honeyeaters, The Forest i(ingfisher, HeImeted. Friarbi::d-,
Variecl Triller amd Pheasant Coucal- make many daily appearances and. i-n the past
few lreeks Torres Straits Pigeons have becone far molre cornnon. Rod Ilobsonts
sight ing of the Toees Strai ts Pigeon on 28.8.7-1. ( iJeus-sheet } , io,  22.)  must
have been a.n early sighting a^s -lhe locals have record.ed. the first sighting for
this-year as 4.9,77. I i iany, maJly more aie honever nou to be seen in the Cairns
arlear The mangroves at the north end of the city seem to provide a perfect
habita-u -  on one occasion last vreel l  (6. t0,77.) I  cor.rnted.21 pa: lrs f ly ing
arourrcl the area or resting in trees.

ibrother very note-rvorthy sighting here tlas been of an Osprelr family. llear the
Centenary Lal<es at the northern end. of the cit;' are some tall, d.ead. trees one
of ivhich supports a large wrtidy raptor nest. laily I pass this tree and
without fail manage to see two arLult 0sprey plus one (tnatts al-l I can see)
imilature a'b -bhe nest. I am troping to get soile photos of tirese and if I succeed.
trl1l- send. soyne d.or.rn for the interest of members.

0n arrother occasion (7.IO.77.) I rvas Iuclq1 enough to be d.riving near Centena.ry
f,akes l,rhen th:cee Bush Stone-curlew calm1y i'"raIked. across the road", I have often
heard. their call.s but this r;as the fi:rst tir^:e that I had. seen them.

Alan _ an4 Sv l-vr a_ Grel]gnr._

&i.i.o-r-tg-l{-oigs Alan a:+d Sylvia supp}iecl a length;. list of their sigirtings for
October. Becai:se of space lirrritations this had to be shortened. to the list
given belovi,

List  of sir$l*i*rrffi-:---Qe]-- ee

Jabiru
T'ihistling Tree-duck
Brahminy I{ite
Grey Gosharvk
tr?hite-breasted. S ea-eagle
Brrsh Stone-cr:rleiv
Eastern Curfev,r
!Jhinbrel
Grey-tai led Tatt ler

Terek Sand"piper
Ton:es Straits Pigeon
Ararr Srrri ftl o*.
v r v J  v r r - +  v - v  v

Forest Kingfisher
Pied. Iltotrarch
01ive-backed Sr.i:rbird.
Yel low Oriole
Black Butcherbird"

TLE-.I,ATRIP FOR ltlOVflritlER.

Datec Saturd.ay-Srxid.ay " I9t\1/20th November, L977, Place: Bunya l,[tns. Nat. Pk.

Lead-er: Ron Hopkinson. Assernbly Pointc Queens Park Kiosk, Lind.say Street,

Tirne: B.l0 a.m. , Saturd.ay 19th.

}IgJI.Jru,IW.
The Club is pleased to welcome the follor,ving ner'r members s

Susan Bright, 728, 0x1-ey Road., Corind.e, Srisbane.
Phillip E1rns, 2Ba, T,ftritt]e Street, Gatton.
Roger Livesey & Margaret Robertson, cf-  D,D,I .A.E.
Sand-ra Pott i rrger,  e/-  D.D.1 . l ! .E.

PURLICATIO\IS RECEIVED .



last Seeie on the 10th. Possibly by nol'r the Drongos are being seen in your area
again.

The Olive-baclced. Sunhird. and. Dtrslcy Honeyeater have bee;r joined by lf elfor,r-'
spot'r,ecl and Band.ed. Honeyeaters, The Forest i(ingfisher, He1tneted. Iriarbird.,
Varied- Triller and Pheasant Coucal make many d.aily appealrances and i-n the past
ferv r,'reeks Torres S-braits Pig:eons have becone far more cor)riron. Rod llobsonrs
sighting of the Torres Straits Pigeon on 28.8.77. (iletus-sheet lto. 22) nlust
have beeri an early sighting a^s the locals have ::ecorded. the first sighting for
this-year as 4.9,77. f iany, many mo:re are however nov to be seen in the Cai:rns
area. The inangroves at the north end. of the city seem to provid.e a perfect
habita ' , ,  -  on one occasion ]ast rveeir  (6. t0.77.) I  counted.2l  pairs f ly ing
aror:rrcl the area or resting in trees.

Anotlier very note-rvorthy sightiirg here lras been of a.ir Ospre;r family. l.iear the
Centenary Lakes at the northern end. of the cit;' are some ta11, dead trees one
of which supports a large wrtidy raptor nest. Daily I pass this tree and.
without fail manage to see tvyo aclult 0sprey plus one (ttratts all I can see)
iminature a-l; -Lhe nest. I am hoping to get soile photos of these anci if I succeed.
IlIl send. sorne dor'.rn for the i-nterest of members.

On anoiher occasior (7.10.77.) I r-,;as luclq1 enoug:h to be d.riving near CentenarXr
lakes vhen tlr:ree Bush Stone-curlelr calml;r vralked. across the road. I have often
heard. their: call-s but this i 'ras the fi:rst ti;,:e that I hacl seen them.

AlAn_ end $v ]_v_i a_ Grehgrn .-

&ilpf-tglt_ojSe Alan a:'rd Sylvia suppliecl a lengtl1. list of their si3trtings for
October.  Becai:se of space l- imitat ions this had to be shortened. to the l ist
given beLovr,

List of siplhtines - Cairns area.

Jabiru
Vihi.s -t ling Tree-duck
Brahminy i(ite
ffrorz l'f nq hq rrrlr
v - - v J

' t,hite-breasted. S ea- eagle
Bush Stone-curleiv
Eastern Curlevi
lilhimbrel
Grey-tailed Tattler

rToro l , -  Sondn i  na 'v .v ! , . r * r - f  v -

To::res Straits Pigeon
Orarr Sriri ff I ot
v a v J  v

Forest Kingfisher
Fied. LTouarch
Olive-backed Swrbird
Yefloiv Oriole
Black Butcherbird.

IIF"],D _TBI-.3.FOR t$0v}f,liBEn.

Date: Sa!u4tt$r.si4day. lotll/gOlh Noveqibe&-,\971. Place: Sunya J',[tns, Nat. Pk.

Leader: Ron i{opkinson. Assembly Points queens Park Kiosk, Lind.say Street.

Tiroe : B. JO a,m. , Saturd.ay 19th.

lIlJI-Jru[PqF-i.
The CIub is pleased. to selcone the following nernr members s

Susan Bright t 728, 0x1ey Road, Corind.a, Srisbane.
Phi l l ip E1ns, 2Bar t i 'p61t le Street,  Gatton.
Roger Livesey & l , {argaret Robertson, cf-  D,T.I .A.E.
Sand-ra Pott inger ,  e/-  D.D.f  . l \ .E,

PIIBLICATIOI{S RECEIVED .

The Bird. Observer No. l !0,
Darling Do'lms Naturalist,
Ur imb i r ra .  Vo l .  11 ,  No.  9 ,

Septenber ,  L977.  No.  ! !1 ,  October ,  1977.
October ,  L977,  November,  1977,
October ,  L977,
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Euerry Australia' Bird rrlustrated. (nieuv) " tt. trq Q ,t.r r - ta ?u")
{he 3ircls of Paradise and Bower Birds, cooper & Forchaw. (corrins).

(Birds of Ar:stral ia,  J.  l / tacdonald. (Reed).

Sirds - An lllustrated. Slirvey of the Bird. Families of the l,Ior14, J. Goodets.
(Lansd.ou'ne).

3ird.s in the Lustrltian lligh Cor:::rtry, Frith. (Reea).
Sird- Life - Ar.rstralian Naturalist Library, J. Rowley. (cottins).
The Dictionarxr of Birds in Colour, Campbell. (][. Joseph).
Australia;r 3irdlife Iltustrated, L4ct{aughton. (niSW).

Ar.rstralian Sirdsr R. Hill - popular Edition. (Nelson).

Austral-ian Dirds, R. Hill - Full Ed.ition, (tielson).

Ilov,r Bird.s live, R. Burton. (Elsover & phaid.on),

li laterfoi,rl in Australia, Frith. (neea).

The ],[ondrow Yrlorrd. of Birds, Burton. (cotour life rnternational).
Field Guid.e to Australian Birds - Vols. l & 2, Slater. (niely).#r!,q,f -1o.j/o g-
Birds of Anstralia, l/torcombe. (A.U.p.) Pnsseirc ̂h it$!
Yftat Bird. is That?, Cayley. (A. & R.) =

\flrat Sird is That?, - Fie1d. Ed.ition, Cayley. (a. a

Attstra.Iian Bush Sirds in CoLour, Lforcombe. (neea).

eustralian Bird^s in Colour, Hindwood. (neea).

f Birds of Pre{ - Australian tr'ield Guid.e. (A.f .f .)
Finches of Ar.rstralia (Limp Folio Edition).
Bircls of Nev'r Guinea & Tropical Australia, Peckover & Filev,rood. (need.),

The a-lrove is a list of, bird. books presently on the
Book nepot, Margaret Street, Toowoomba,

shelves in the eueenslancl

These are available to Toowoomba Bird- club Members at a
the normal retail selling price. Just produce a copy of
Ilanager.

Happy Christrnas shoppingt

ooo 00O ooo
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discowrt of LA/o on
our ltlevrs-sheet to the

N.B .

Due to limitations on space it
the nert issue the Secretaryrs
on 21st, October, 1977.

has been for.md necessaqf to hold. over trrtil
Report on the Annual Geiieral L[eeting, irefa-

ooo 000 ooo
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{he Birds of Paradise and Bower Birds, cooper & Forshaw. (cottins).

(Birds of Ar.istralia, J. l,itacdonald. (Reed).

Birds - An Illustrated Sr;rrrey of the Bird Families of the t,Iorl-d., J. Good.ers.

Birds in the Australian High Cowrtry, tr'rith. (neea).

3ird. life - Ar.rstralian Natr.rralist library, J. Rowley. (collins).

The DictionarXr of Birds in Colow, Campbe1l. (L[. Joseph).

Au,s trali a;r Birdli f e I 1l_r:strat ed., L[cl,Iaught on " (n:i gby ) .
Austral-ian Birdsr R. Hill_ - popular Edition. (Nebon).

Australian 3irds, R. Hill - Full Edition. (Nelson).

Ilovr 3ird.s live, R. Surton. (Elsover & phaid.on).

l,,i laterforvl in Au.stralia, Frith. (need.).

The ]ilondrow Tforld of Birds, Burton. (coIor.rr life rnternational).
Field Guid.e to Ar:stral ian Birds - Vols. 1& 2, Slater. (nie$).#r!,qd_7o,/o 

{
Bird.s of Australia, l,,,Torcombe. (A.U.P.) l/osseitv 

"n! =1.83
What 3ird. is That?, Cayley. (4. a n.) 

€

Iitrat Bird. is That?, - Field Edition, Cayley. (a, a

Au,stralian Br.rsh Sirds in Col-o1r, L4orcombe. (Reea).

R . )

eustralian Bird.s in Co1or:r, Hindwood,. (neea).

f Birdsjf Prey - Australian lield Guide. (B.F.p.)

Finches of Australia (Limp Folio Edition).

Birds of Nev'r Guinea & Tropical Ar:stralia, Peckover J: Filevrrood.. (need.),

fhe above is a list of, bird. books presently on the shelves in the eueenslar:.d.
Sook Depot, Margaret Street, Toowoomba.

These are available to Toovuoomba Bird.
the normal retail selling price. Just
IIanager.

Happy Christmas shoppingl
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Club Members at a d.iscoirnt of lA/" on
prod.uce a copy of our }Tels-sheet to the

N  r B t

Due to linitations on space it
the nert issue the Secrltaryrs
on 21st,  October,  L977.

has been for.lnd. necessar1r to ho1d. over until
Report on the Annual General L{eeting, held-
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