e encourage the observation and (*‘i:uri:/
of fhe birda of the Toowoomba area,”

Presidents Bill Joliy,

"ﬂin{.;mere ", Witheottd,
Phe 30,3206

Secre tory/Trveasurers  Roperd Shaw,

o/~ P23t Office, Darling Heignts,
Toowoorba, 4750,

Miter/iibravian: 2Ron Hopkinson,

50, Base S ty Toowoomba,
Phs 35,4952

NEWS-SHENT No. 24 - DEC

Much to everyona's rzegret the Nevember camp-out to the Swmiya Mountains “-'xd te be
called off because of the wet, windy weather which had prewvailed s% the tine,
However a small group conpensated for the deferment by venturing to the Norih
Coast for the weecke—and, Their report on the trip corries = suggestion for a
larger party of Club members to make the journcy. This could well be a rvefreshing
change of pace for we Jand bound birders so if you would be interested in a
week-end at the Noxth Coast let ws know, please, and perhaps early in the Hew
Year we can make it,. .

The ]O‘/ Jctjwlt on hird books st 11 applies for members shopping at the

Que ianc Pook Depotl in eet. This is & good opportimity to fill
some ¢f the Spaces in your bird 1 rye ALl you need do i3 produce a curverd
copy of this Mews-shzet,

i

Kenber Ainne thite has retvrned to Kiwi country, She takes with her ovr bhest
wishes and the hope that cur paths: will cross again some day,

The visit by Don Vernon on Friday svening Decemter, 16th is schedwled for the

Teachers! Fducation Centre in Baker Street, Don will speak on endangered speclies S———
as well as showing slides of the Wildfowl Trust taken on his recentirip. I would

wge nembers to lalte adventage of this Club activity and attend what will be a

most interesting avening.

/ Ve are 'J”bll.-l'm"‘ a list of financial members in this isswme, £z will be szen the
\ Club hos growm during the 1asL twelve menths and hopefully will continue to do

7y ;50. It migh% be apovropriate hers to vemind members that swibscry riptions for 1978
{‘, ‘]are now belng received. Payusnt could be mdd° at the meeting on the 1éth, the
PN Field Day on the J18th or seat per post to Club Secretary, cf- FPogt Office,
LW QL l Daxrling Heights, Toowoomba, Sk
Sy -
s As this ig the final Editorial for 1977 we iake the opportunity to thank thoze
menbers who have supplied gold « } c“...lq’ts through the yea:a:. This is a most
important Club activity and it is satisfying to have this feed-back of observa-

tions each montih. A]qo tharks go to tﬂose people who have supplied contributions
te the mes-—-sneft Thig is a Club fchtin“l and provides a chance to record your
cbhservations for others to read., With the hope that vouw will continue to supply
Us next year ve wish sll members "Good Bivding® for the hlidays,

Ron Hopkinson,
Editor,

NI TOOUOGIBA BILDS,

In lzet ponthis News-shee® the diagnostic details regsrdimg the Vnite-throated
,:‘

i
Honeyenbter were inadvertently omitted. The entry shoul rave read:
v o182,

te~throated Honeyeater {Melithrepius 2lbogularizl. 23.10.77.

Tt T < Rogay Tylvem

%he J‘.&ubﬁ tone Oresd hu -
rark on nape. Identificaticn
1 ogkin of the otherwize

; pessible oo

on of tne white—sved

{cont/de)

Three of this spect
(Doismange blook),
baged o white 21 ove eye 98
zimiloe Vhi te«r"g’ Icnp foater
erxactly debemnine extent of vhit

Ry
= .

r"e; tm .b vnatu:s




NEW TOQUOQMDA BINDS (cont/d.) *

form of the Vhite-naped Honeyeater would preclude this being considered.l

Also last month we were wnable to supply details of the two species identified by
Rod Hobson and Rheta Vright., However this is now to hand and these entries now
read: '
" 183. Top!mot Pigeon (Lopholaimus antarcticus). 23.10.77. Redwood Park,

Rod Hobson, ERheta right,
Two birds. Grey with black band near end of tail, Swift, powerful flight high
over treetops. "Toplmot" evident on leading bird.
184, Barking Ouwl (Minox Qomzivens). 23,10,77. Redwood Park,

Rod Hobson, Rheta Vright.

Single bird, Upperparts browm with white flecks on wings, Underperts boldly
streaked, Dull yellow feet, Large conspicuous, yellow eyes,

MEIBFRS ' BIRN NOTES.

Correction: John and Ruth Valter apolégise to members for a slip in last month's
Bird Hotes. The Regent Honeyeater reported at:Blaclk Duck Creek was in fact
Auvstrelian Regentbird.

Crested Havk, 23.10.77. Stenner St, IN.
Scrubfowvl, 14,9.77. Cardstone. RH.

Channel~billed Cuckoo, 30.11.77. Bass Street., REH, b
Dollarbird, 20.10.77. Prince Henry Drive. RW, A

Growngd, Cuckoo-shrike.. 17.11.77. Ringmere. BJ., WJ, (Three birds),

Grey ~histler. 13.9.77. Cardstone, RH, )

Bover's shrike-thrush, 13,5.77. Cardstone. RH.

Little Triarbird, 8.10.77. Esther Street., Ii.

Graceful Honeyeater., 13.9,77. Cardstone, RH,

Yellow Oriole, 12.9.77. 3Bilyame Creek. RH,

RH: Rod Hohson., REH: Ron Hoplkinson, WJs: Bill Jolly. EJs Eileen Jolly.
¢ David Newlands. RW: Ron Wilson,

BLUB-WIHIGED KOOKABURRA.

We have had another report of this species, following on from the note in last
month's Hews~sheet. This sighting was by Rod Hobson and Rheta ikight, near
Grantham on October, 24th,

Ron Hopkinson,

BLACK KITE,

My daughter Sue and I were in the garden on Wednesday, November 23rd vhen the
~ birds began sending out a "Red Alert". A quick upward look and we saw a bird of
prey being harried by the usual Crows, Magpies, Butcherbirds and Magpie Larls,

Leaving Sue to keep an eye on the bird I dashed inside for the binoculars. Sue.
claimed it was a Black Kite (Milvus migrnns) and inspection proved her correct.
The derk bird with, flat dihedral and lititle widerving pattern and the forked
tail always swishing this vay and that, rode an updraught to escape its
tormentors.

Ruth Valter.

BLACK~TATLED NATTVE-FI,

On Hovember 25th at MacQuarie Dovms, near Ieyburn, a party of 20 plus of this
species was sighted in a swampy area below the wall of the dam. We would be very
interested to hear from members of any other sigh tings of this bird, on the
Downs or Lockyer Districts.

An interesting point is that MacQuarie Dowms is mow owned by King Ranch Pty. Lid.
Their palicy is "o Shooting" and therefore the birds on the dam were very much
quicter,

John and Ruth Valter.
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INLARGED LOCAL STUDY AREA.

Ae notified in previous Hews-sheels, as from Janvary
Study Area will be enlarged from ‘he present 1C0km.
Street Post Office.

978 the Club Imeal
ircie of the Mawgaret

The area vill incorporate tro 10! blocis which willi co-incide with the require-
ments of the RAQOU Atlas of Australian Birds schems. The reference 1o 107 blocks
is of course 10 minutes of Latitude andfor Tongitude, The blocks vill be lmown as
Uprange and Dovmrange for checklis® purposes and ths dividing line between the
{wo is the line of 152 degrees Best longitude.

It is our purpose here to define various landmarks locoted on or near where the
border lines crose roads and highways passing into or out of the area, beginnin
with the line of separation common to the two blocks (the above mentioned 152
degrees Fast Longitude).

&

This line passes a little Dast of Katoomba Point. and crosses the Range (Wa:cxego)
Highway about two hundred metres Fast of the Yukana Vale Camp sign. This means
that all of ltedwood Park is included in the Uprange block. O the Flagstone Creek
Road the line crosses at the jmecticn with the Blanchview Rozd.

The Northern boundary of the Uprenge block crosses the Crowa Nest road one kilo-
metre North of the Murphy's Creek twmeff. Morris! Road and Gowrie Junction are
just within the bowmdary.

The Western boundary line crosses the following roads at the points given.
Varrego nighuay: Immediately Bast of Govrie Hountain (m_rts the lover slcpes ).
fecil Plzins Roads One kilometre West of the junction with O'Mara's Road,
Pitisvorth Read: Immediately West of Bunkers Hill (near Westbrook Treining Centre
Wyreenma-Unbiran Roads Two kilometres West of Wyreema.

Southern Bovndary.

Wyreema—-Cambooyz_l Road: One km_. South of Wvreena.

l?rayton Co>.31’1e?tlon Road: One km, South of Vale View School.

New Englamc nghwayz.At the point where the Hodgson Vale rozd crosses the highwey
(approximately two kilometres South of Lion's Park).

The only major road leaving the Downrange block is the VWarrego Highway.

The Eastern border crosses the highway about three kiiometres beyond Dinuer
corner ait a point where the road and the rail line are closely parallel., The point
is marked by a small gravel side track which turms North off the highway and
passes wncder the rail line.

Members wishing to enlarge on this detail are welcome to view the maps held bty
Bill Jolly or myself. The maps used are the National Topographic Series,
scale 1 : 100 000 available from the Lands Office, Toowoomba.

Ron Hopkinsone

REPORT OF ANNUAIL GENERAL MORTING.

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Tccwoomba Bird Club held at
"Ringmere", Withcott, on Friday, 2lst Cctober, 1977.

The meeting opened at 7.30 p.m. with colour films.

Attendance:s Chris Bianchi, John Coman, Veronica Coman, Mick Dolley, Johm ff,
Phillip Elms, Ron Hopkinson, Rod Hobson, Bill Jolly, Eileen Jolly,
Roger Livesey, David Newlands, Lyn Newlands, Mariiyn Jacobs,
Sendy Pottinger, Margaret Robinson, Robert Shaw, Anne vhite,

. Rheta Wright,

Apclogies: The Corbin family, Vera Simon,

Minutes: e minutes of the previous annual meeting were read snd accepted,
Moved: R. Hoplkinseon

Seconded: E. Jolly.

There being no business rsrising from the minutes the meeting moved on To the

President!s report,

President's Licports The Presid
and reviewed the Clubls pr
Club's participation in th

b oublined the simz end objsciives of
along these lines sinee it began.

33 i
as of Australisn Dipds® ‘the new year wil.
{cons /.
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REPORT. OF ATNUAT, GRVUFRAL MEETIHG (cont/d.)

.se¢ the original area - a ten kilometre r2dius from the Tooweomba Tost
Office -~ enlarged to two ten minute blocks %o coincide vith the Atlaz's
requirements, This will give additional ares and with the different habitat
club members can look forvard to adding neu varieties to the already
extensive list of birds under study.

Editor's Report: The Editor thanked contributors for their bird notes oves the
Year and made some general remarks on the growth of the Club,

Treasurer's Report: The Treasurer advised that +he bank balance of the Toowocmba
Bird Club stood at $41,15 with one subscription for 1978 te¢ be banked and
one account outstanding #1.60 for printing.

Amual accounts accepted, Hoved: R« Shaw,
Seconded: A. White.

Election of Officers: The first nomination being that of President, the President
left the chair and the Secretary took over proceedings.

President: Bill Jolly nominated by Chris Bianchi,
There being no other nominations for the position Bill Jolly wes elected
wmopposed,

The President having been re-elected, resumed the chairmenship of the mecting,

Secretary/Treasurer: Robert Shaw nominated by David Hewlands.
There being no other nominations for the position Robert Shaw was declared

elected. :

e
Editor: Ron Hopkinson nominated by Bill J olly. "J%
There being no other nominations for the position Rom Hopkinson wes declared
elected,

The election of Officers completed the President offered a vote of thanks to the
Secretary and the Editor for their work during the year. The Editor thanked
Eileen Jjolly for the typing necessary-to produce the monthly news-shect,

General Business: The cnly item of general business was the Second Toowcomba
Bird Count to be conducted on Swnday, 23rd October. Full discussion and
details to follow the conclusion of the fermalities of the meeting.

There being no other business the neeting was declared formally closed at 8430por,

Robert Shaw (Secretary),
Bill Jolly (President),

4
i
LIST OF TFINANCIAL IIRMDRRS AT S5TH DECHIBER, 1977 ..
Chris Bianchi Maree Jenner
David & Kath Blackburn Bill & Eileen Jolly
Leslie Boyce Shane Kennedy
Susan Bright Barry Kenway
John Coman Rogex Livesey
Maurie Coman Bill MeXenszie
Graham Corbin David & Lyn Newlands
—Jim & Jane Corbin Jefi: Holan _
Miek & Goranne Dolley Sandra Pottinger
- Jom Daff Hargarst Robinson
Reg & Chris Eley Robert.sha.w
Phillip Flms Yera Simon o
Alan & Sylviz Graham John & Ruth Walter
Paul & Hazel Green Beb Wels

Rod Hobson - ince White
Ron & Dawn Hopkinson “‘?C’n & Viv Filson
Warilyn Jacobs Rhota Wright,

¥ . ) i R i e
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LAGHIINLDS SCRUB,

After being disappecinted at the washout of the Thwyas decided fo meke
a txip To Highfields scrub at 4.30 p.ne In the short 't, ) WS were thore we had
a very close view of two Rui‘ous_' RPantailes and z Crested

Gicadabirds were heard colling through the trees aad a few fle efing glinpses of
them in the treetops were seen, Several Satin and Teaden F..yc%t‘ zhers were observed

flitting noisily through the trees during the whole visit,

.0n the way home we were rewarded with the sight of a Charnel-bitied Cuckoo being
chaged by several Cu:r:r"“’one,g which gave up when it landed in a nearby trea.

Species list -~ Highfields - 19.,11,77.

Wankeen Kestirel Ruf ous Tantail

Galah Grey Tantail
Scaly-breasted Lorikeet Tnornktill spp.
Chamnel-tilled Cuckoo ¥hite-throated Treccorseper
Kookaburra Nloisy Ifiner '
Sacred Kingfisher Lewin's Honeyeater
Dollarbird Brown-Honeyeater
Cicadabird Mistletoebird

Crested Shrike-tit Red-~browed Fivetail
Golden Vhistler Aust. Magpie Lark

Leaden Flycaticher Pied Currawong

Satin Flycatcher Torresian Crow.

The Torbin Family.

SORTING THIT OUT - RAVENS & CROWS.

RBack in Novemba“ 19’[5 asked members at an early Toowoombz Bird Club meeting
if they would consider the question "In our area do we have only Torresion {rows
(Corvus orru), o“ly Australian Ravens (Corvus coronocides), or hoth?"

A short item discussing some of the field characteristics of each species was
published in Neus-sheet Mo, 4 - January 1976 together with a further plea for
membters to gather any evidence as to the status of each in our local study area,
but we uvere a smaller ¢lub in those days and very little information came 1o
hand.,

Barry Kenway's recent item concerning a pessible Raven's nest alongside Rifle
Range Road has however prompted the inclusion in this “Sorting Them Qut® zeries

of a resurrected version of that earlier item in the hope that our larger vresent—

day membership will feel encouraged to do just that, i.e, sort them out.

The Torresian Crow (Uorvus orru) is widespread scross the WHortheru regions of
Australia, its distribution overlapping with that of the Anstralisn Raven in
Queensland, East of the Divide end in Zastern parts of the Northern Territony.
Toowoomba thus falls well within the recorded range of the Torresian Crow, whiie
being at the Tastemrn edge of the lmown distrihution of the Avstralian Raveil,

How then may these tvo birds (whw h are the only crows at all likely to cccur
in Toowoomba) be told apart? e should first ocrhaps state their obvious
similarities, i.e. they are much of a size =nd cgrally bluck, each with a
distincetly white aye. There are however ihrse observable characteristics which
will enable the careful observer to separste Corvus orru from Corvus coronoides
in the field:

fustralian Raven soe conapicuovsly

i) The throat feathers (hackies)
¢ 1. ncet the case with any other

=)
“’"g‘ and fon ags the bird call
Australian crow.

The base of the body feathers
visible vhou the brecze Ul _‘;s
is winite in the Tormesian Jrou,

fe
=
~—r

iii) fT‘he 0' 11z of the twe Lirds cre held to be distinotly 4ifferent
of the Australian Jeven being gencr 1lly desceribed zs 2o poweriul

{euni/jd.)




SORTING THEM OUT — RAVINS & 5 (CGout/dl)

"anh-acn-aahaah™, the Lozt note tailing
whereas the czll of the Torresion Crov
repeated "uk" or "ok', with the Readerts
Australian Birds cmphasising that this i
as does the Australian Ruven,

There are several other points of difference m othe sunie
Judgement of the observer, such as the T"T“?‘eﬂ 1 Crow's 1‘:-7 i shuff i i
wings on landing and its practioe of Lreeding one or two & t]“: iater 1
Australian Raven, but dependence on these could Jead us into ihwe comer a
occupied by the Inglish bird-wotcher who, when trying %o sepersise Corivion
(Corvus corone) and Rooks (Corvus frugilegus) on the basis of their diffe:
social habits, vwrote:

For these vho really reed to know

One single rock's a certain crowe.

thilst rows of crows, despite their losks,
Are rocks,

Three club members have thus far suggested, independently, that Ravens do occux
in the Iit. Lofty/Rifle Range area of Toowoomba,. The club would wzlue gv greatly ony
and all Crow/Raven observations from members, in order tc help e:tlbl*sh ana
record the local status of these two species. (Don't forget road casuvalbiss you
may see. These could allow a closer leook at the throat and base of other feoatham: ).

References.,

FRITH H. (Cons. ed.), Reader's Digest Complete Bock of Austrelisn Birds,
Reader's Lig gest, Sydnhz;ﬁ,f, 1976.
MACDOLALD J.D., Birds of Australia, AH. & A.W. Reed, Srdney, 1973.
ROVLIEY I.C.Re, A fourth species of australian corvid., _@1;%. 06 oR 151-210.
RO‘,FLEY I. (‘.R., Fir t record uf the Australi

Bili Jolly.

NEXT FIELD DAY,

Date: Swundey, 18th December, 1977.

Place: Dyer'!s lLagoon -~ Lake (larendon ~ Apex Lake.
Leader: Bill Joliy.

Asgembly Point: Pigotts car park. Times 8.30 a.m.,

PUBLICATTIONS RECELVED.,

Urimbirra, Wovember, 1977. Vol. 11, lio. 10.
Q.0.8, Newsletter, October, 1977. Vol. 8, No. 9.

Darling Downs Natuwwalist, December, 1977,

SPECIAL VISTT FROM IO VETMON.

Mr. Don Vernon, Ornithslogist at the Queens]_ard Nugeuv: mll te coming to
Toowoomba in oxder to address the Club on F: 2 e

specimens with him, He v'ill alse be Sho*m:) 7
trip to England and ]
of his booklet "Birds of Bris 1\_‘.,'.

Don will be talking on the topic of endangered species and wiXl bhe
taken durimes P*:Ls 70
vl arg 2@ new editd

T e

lre Vernon's previous visit 40 vs has remo,i,r torne of the h
Club's early sctivities, Those atte 2ndinig Friday will be
informative and thoroughly enjoyable ¢ 'veimmfo (Bring o friend
ard biscuits aveailable),

Coffen/Tr
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