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NEWSLETTER No. 258 - August 1997

EDITORIAL:

Talk about a coincidence, BOCA features the Bush Stone-curlew as endangered, Sharyn Frederiks writes about
seeing them in her article and now Toowoomba has been home to one for at least a week, with several lucky
members having good views of it ... eventually. There are only a handful of records for this species in our survey
region and this is the first record for Toowoomba itself. This most welcome visitor is in a paddock in suburban
Harlaxton, about 0.5 km along the Goombungee Road on the way to Wetalla Sewage Treafinent Plant. The
paddock has houses on the southern side and a grove of Camphor Laurels in the adjoining paddock. The bird is
often seen sitting along the fenceline but has also been seen in the paddock on the opposite side of the road.
Anyone interested can contact me or the Records Officer for further details.

Nearly as exciting last Sunday I took my wife and her mother, Dawn Allen, to JC Slaughter Falls Park in Brisbane
r-. and linked up with Jan England from QOSI who kindly guided us to see the two Powerful Owl chicks we missed

seeing in July as reported in the last newsietter..

But wait! There's more interesting members' bird notes, especially from Rod Ilobson, still based on Fraser
Island. What a list!! Closer to home Jack Lund reports on his Helidon Outing complete with Platypus, whilst
our other Helidon birdo, Records OIIicer, Pat McConnell provides an update on our area check-list in line with
the new taxonomic changes. As previously mentioned, Sharyn Frederiks recounts the trip she and Alex took to
Carnaryon Gorge National Park last year.

Many thanks to all correspondents but we still need more articles every month. Remember the newsletter is your
forum and is only as good as its contribritions.

BIRDING OUT WEST AT CARNARVON

Our bird-watching hobby has resulted in us visiting many different places an4 in October 1996, Alex and I went to
Carnarvon Gorge National Park north of Roma.

I had no idea what birds we'd find, but Carnarvon did have a few interesting sightings in store. Our first such
sighting was seen while driving on the dirt road into Carnarvon. Here we made several stops for birds. One such



stop revealed a pigeon in the middle of the road. This was the Squatter Pigeon and was the most exciting. This
sighting was the first of many, and it was seen a few times in the camping grounds as well. Even though the
Squatter Pigeon was not a new species for ug (we had seen it at Helidon Dip back in August l99l), it was great to
see it again. This pigeon is rarely seen in the Toowoomba area.

One thing I learnt from Carnarvon is that you should never underestimate camping grounds - you never know
what you might find. On the first night there, we heard the call of the Boobook Owl. We also heard another
strange call which we could not identifo. The next night while we were sitting outside our ten! I looked up and to
my amazement saw two medium sized birds stroll past and with the aid of a torch identified a new species for us -
the Bush Stone-curlew.

Apart from being a new species, there was another rcason why I thought it was special to see them there. The week
before our tip to Carnarvon, I had set up a display on ground-nesting birds for Bird-Week, and as a result received
information from the "Bird Observers Club of Australia.' From this I learnt that sadly the Bush Stone-curlew's
status is vulnerable, and therefore a "Friends of Stcne Curlew" group has formed to advertise the plight of these
birds. I was so thrilled to see these birds here and I had a talk to the Ranger who informed that recently.a pair
nested and successfully bred not far from the ranger's station, and also at the present time a pair lived up the road at
the Oasis Lodge.

Carnarvon Creek provided our first sighting of a platypus in the wild. Not far fiom the camping grounds there is a
walking track called the Nature Trail. We went on this track early one morning and had good views of platypus
feeding in the weeds. Other birding highlights of Carnarvon were finding Common Bronzewing and Wonga
Pigeons neiu our tent, seeing the Rainbow Lorikeets drop in to drink from the taps in the camping grounds, and
watching the Apostlebirds' adorable behaviour. A number of times these birds were seen sitting side by side
preening each other.

While travelling out west I was hoping we might see the Ausffalian Bustard again. In September 1995 Alex and I
saw one between Morven and Charleville. Fortunately we weren't disappointed when one appeared in front of us
on the dirt road near Camarvon, before slowly disappearing into ttre long grass.

Well that w.ls our trip to Camarvon, and remember if you happen to be up that way and haven,t ticked off a
Squatter Pigeon or Bush Stone-curlew ye! Carnarvon is the place to go.

Sharyn Frederiks

NEOPI{YTEI\INOX

Last Sunday, Wendy, her mother, Dawn, and myself met up with Jan England fiom QOSI at the JC Slaughter Falls
Park hopefully to view the chicks of the Powerfrrl Owls we viewed with Pat Solomon last month.

You can't keep a determined birder down. Over the years Dawn had often been on the trail of the Powerful Owl
but had somehow missed ou! often because the going was too steep. This time, she was in Brisbane to see her
heart specialist. She also suffers from chronic arthritis and has a very stiffright leg. Lucky she isn't a horse! As
the trip was twice the distance we joumeyed in July, those who know the terrain will realize what this bird meant to
her.

Sometimes in birding, the script goes according to plan and this night, all went well. On the way in we saw the
unusual sight of a Fan-tailed Cuckoo nearly on the ground harassing a Large-billed Scrubwren. As we waited for
the young owls to appeil, White-throated Nightjars b"gan calling as they flew up and down the small valley we
had visited. Then in the distance, we heard the wailing of a solitary Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo which actually
flew up our small valley probably looking for its mates in the darkness.

As we sat waiting, we heard a shrill tremulous call coming from across the valley. A white bundle plopped in to
view and sat on a branch bobbing up and down. The chicks are now about 45 cm long, snowy white and have
speckled wings, back and face. This particular chick kept up his bobbing act with vocals for twenty minutes or so
then came and sat in the tree directly above us. Soon after, the other one joined it and gave us wonderful views.
Great rejoicing, a new bird for both Wendy and Dawn! Thankyou Jan.
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What a great night forbirding. No one seemed too disappointed that the adults hadn't shown up. At last Dawn had
seen the bird at the top of her wish list. Now has anyone out there seen a Black-breasted Button-Quail within close
walking distance to a road?

Ken McKeown

MEMBER'S BIRD NOTES:..AII sightings were seen by members ofthe Toowoomba Bird Observers. Accuracv
not vouched for by the TBO. Please check with observer before citing.

Brush Cuckoo
Brolga
Beach Stone-curlew
Sanderling
Black Kite
Black Falcon
Black Petrel
Li ght-mantled Sooty Albatross* *

Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove
Hutton's Shearwater**
Wandering Albatross**
Logrunner
Little Corella (4)
Eastern Rosella
Powerful Owl (2 imm)
Fan-tailed Cuckoo
Yellow-tailed B lack Cockatoo
Latham's Snipe
Bush Stone-curlew

2312197 Puzzling Ck., Iredale M.A., L.A.
2ll5l97 SaltrryaterCk. R.H.
23/5/97 Orange Ck., F.L+ R.H.
2515/97 Wathumba Spit, F.I. R.H.
116197 Keong?sDam R.H., M.M.
116/97 - Dalby- R.H., M.M.
516/97 Govi Ck., F.I. R.H.
9/6197 Indian Head, F.I. R.H.
18/6197 Dundonga Ck., F.I. R.H.
2016197 Dilli Village, F.I. R.H.
23/6197 Eurong, F.I. R.H.
l0l7l97 Lamington N.P. A.S.
25/7/97 Helidon P.M.
2517197 Black Gully NT, MT
25107/97 JC Slaughter Falls K&W McK
25/7/97 JC SlaughterFalls K&WMcK
2517197 JC SlaughterFalls K&WMcK
16/8/97 Gowrie Junction GG
2318/97 Harlaxton PM. KW

*F.I. Fraser Island +* Specimen held at Queensland Museum
L.A. L.AEeni; M.A. M.Atzeni; G.G. G. Glass, R.H. R.Hobson; P.M. P.McConnell; M.M. M.Mathieson, AS.
A.Shore; N.T.N.Thompson; M.T. M.Thompson; K&wMcK.K&wMcKeown,K.w. KWatson.

CIIANGES TO TIIE LOCAL SPECIES CHECKLIST

As mentioned in a recent newsletter, taxonomic changes have taken place with respect to Australian bird species.
These changes have meant a change in the listing order of Australian bird species as well as a number of name
changes. These changes have been accepted by the RAOU and are in use in recent Field Guides. The Toowoomba
Bird Observers will now follow this new taxonomy and accordingly I have updated the Club's checklist. The
following list now has all 283 species confirmed by TBOI in the local area as well as the taxonomic changes.

In the list you will notice certain species have been asterisked. Sightings of these species will need to be
accompanied by an Unusual Bird Report Form which are available from me. Not only does this enable the
Record's Officer to veriff the sighting but it also means a more complete database of unusual sightings can be
maintained and collated. The list of unusual birds has been reviewed. Little Bittern for example still has an
asterisk because, not only is it rare locally it is also rarely recorded in south-east Queensland. The Marsh
Sandpiper has lost its asterisk because it is very common in the rest of the Lockyer Valley even though sightings in
our study area are infrequent. I have not asterisked Little Corella despite the fact that it has only recently been
confirmed in the local area. The reasori for this is that they now seem to be established in both Toowoomba and
Helidon, being reported in most months.

Monthly recorders should familiarise themselves with the new lising. If you have any questions please do not
hesitate to contact me. The more people providing monthly sightings the more complete our records are. All
records have been kept and are held by me. With the help of Club members these will be added to the master copy
and yearly reports updated.

Pat McConnell. Records Officer.



List of species confirmed by TBOI in the Toowoomba/Ilelidon region (Total: 283)

Ausralhn Brush-turkev Sclu:rr"*+ailud Kitc I Rutl<apprd Plor'tr
Snrbble Ouail Bl:rck Kitc B lack-fronted Dotterel
Brown Quail $4ristlins Kitc Red-kneed Dotterel
Kine Ouail t N'hi rc-bcl I icd Sun-Eaele Banded laprtinq
Maepie Goose Sponed Hanier Ivlasked l:psing
Plumed Whistline-Duck Ssuno Harrier SiharGult
Wanderine Whistline-Duck Brosn Goshas'k Gull-billed Tenr
Blue-billed Duck t Gn:r'Coshas* Caspi:rn Tenr
Musk Duck Col l:r ru{ S uarrorsharrk Soon'Tenr #*
Frcckled Duck * RedGoslurs,k * Wlriskcred Tern
Black Ssan Wed.ee-ail€d Eagle \l'lritc-rr-i nqed Black Tenr
Ausraliari Shcltiuck *' Llttle F"ete Rixk Dorc
Australian Wood Duck Brosn Falcon Writc$u:rded Pieeon
Cotton Pvqrnv-goosc Australian Hobbv SDoned Trrrtle-Dore '!

Mallard Black Falcon + Brosrr CuckeDove
Pacifrc Black Duck Peresrine Falcon Enrcrald Dove
Austrakrsian Shoveler Nanken Kestrel Corrurron Bronzerrins
CrctTeal Brolco * Crested Pieeon
Clrr:stnut Teal Buff-bandcd Rail Souaner Pipeon *

Pinkrarud Duck l.esin's'Rail * Dianrond Dove *

Hardhu::rd Baillon's Crake Peacefril Dove
Australasian Grebe Australior Spotted Crake Bar-shouldered f}ove
Hoanlreaded @ Spotless Crake WonqaPiqeon
Great Crested Grcbe Pumlc Srranrolren Womuoo Fruit-Dove #*
Darter Duslct'Moorhen Suoerb Fruit-Dow#*
Linle Pied Conrrorant Black-teilud Natire-heu I Rose<rorrned Fnrit-Dow
Pied Connorant Eumsiau Coot Tooknot Piseon
Littlu Black Conuorant R,rd-backed Button<uail * Red-tailed Black-Cockato
Gmt Connorant Linlc Bunon<nrail * Glosw Black{ockatoo +

Austmliarr Pelican Red-chested Button<uail Yellos'-ta iled B lack-Cockatoo
\\'hitc-fecurl Heron Painted Bunon-ouail Galah
Littlc Ecrut Black-brsrsted Button-quail * Linle Corella
Write-nrrked Heron lath:rm's Snipe Sulnhurrrested Cockatoo
Great Esret Black-rrilcd Godwit Corckrti.:l
Intennediate Eqret Whinrbrel * Rainbort Lorikeur
Cnnle Esret lvlanlr Sarrdpiper Sml*bruasted Lorikeet
Nankeen Nieht Heron Conunor Greenshank iUusk LorikL\-.t
Linlc Bittcnr * Conunon Sandoioer Linle Lorikeet
Black Bincm I Red-lrr-.ckcxl Stint .{ust ral iatr Kine-Parrot
Glossv lbis Sharu-nilcd Sanduioer Red-win-eed Pnrrot t

Austnlian Wlrite Ibis Curlcrv Sandoioer Crinrson Rosella
Strarr-necked lbis Red-necked Phalarope * Erstcnr Rosella
RoralSooonbill Painted Sniue * Pale-headed Rosella
Yellor.billed Spoonbill Conrb-cnxted Jacana Srrift Plrrot +

Black-neckcd Stork Bush Stone+urlerv t Rud-nrnrucd Parrot
Osnrcr'* Black-sinqcd Stilt Budierisnr *

Pacific Bazr Rr:d-neckrxl Avocet Turcuoisc P:rrrot *

Black-slrouldcred Kite P;rcific Golden Plover Oriental Cuckoo I



Pallid Cuckoo Striated Thombill Ground Cuckoo-sluike
Bnrslr Cuckoo Red Wanlebird Wlrite+rinced Triller
Fan-taiM Cuckoo Sninr'-chrr:ked Honcr€atcr Varied Triller
Black-qrred Cuckm I Strioed Honer.eater Olirr-b:rckcd Oriole
Horsfi eld's Bronre-Cuckoo Noi.sv Friarbird Ficbird
Shlninq Brona:-Crrckoo Linle Friarbird Wlritr:-brtnsted Woodsrallorv
Linle Bronzu-Crrckoo t Blue-hced Horsrstter lH:skcd Woodsuallorv
Conumrr Koel Noisv lr{irr:r \lft itc-b ron€d Woodsrvallorv
Chmrrcl-hilled Cuckoo Lerrint Flolpsmter B lack-faccd Wmdssallov
Phrnsant Coucnl Yellos.faced Honc!€ater DuskvWoodsrvallorv
PolerfirlOn{ | Fuscous Honeveater Linle Wodslrallorv
Barkine Os'{ | Blackdrinned Honeveater' Gn::r' Butcherbird
Soudwnr Boobmk B rosn-lreadd Honettater Pied Butcherbird
Socv Orri + Whiteduoarod Hqrcveater Arrsir:rlian Maurie
lvlasked Orvl * Write-n"lned Horereater Pir-d Currasonq

B:rm On{ Brosn Honer'ealer Australinn Rawn *

Tanuv Frogrrrouth Erutenr Spinebill Torn-sian Crorv

White-thro:rted Niehtiar Bleck Honcrutler I Wlritu-rrin!$:d Chouch

Suon'rl Nichtiilr' Scerlut Honqultcr Aoostlcbind *

Austnliarr Oslct-nightiar Jackv Winter Rceent Boscrbird

Wlrite+hrqrted Needluni I Scrdct Robin ! Satin Bosrrbind t

Fo*+ailr.d Swift Rcd*aprjcd Robin Sinsine Btrshlnrk

Azure Kinqfisher Rcrse Robin Riclnrds Pioit
L:ruchinc Kookaburra Eastcnr Yellorv Robin House Spnrrors

Fonst Kirrefisher I Grcr'<rorrnrd Babbler Zcbra Finch

RedSackcd Kinsfisher E:rstcnr Whipbind Dorblc-barred Finch

Saced Kingfshcr Srxxtcd Ornil+hrush Plurn-lxrdcd Finch

RainborvBeeater V:rrir,'rl Sitr:lln Rutl-bros'od Finch

Dollarbird CiEsted Shrike-tit Dianrond Firetail r

Noisr-'Pina Clold:n \l/histler Chestnut-brcast€d Mannikin

Whitethrooted Treecreeper Rufotrs \\lhistler Nlistletebird

Sunerb Fain-rrren Grw'Shrike-tlrnrslr White-backed Ssallorv

Varircaed'Fairv-sren Black-Grccd Monarch \telconr: Ssnllos'

Red$acked Fairv-rvren Spr:cticbd Mornrch Tru: N'lnrtirr
Susttrd Pardalote . White-cared Monarch Fain'l\'lnrrrrr

Suiated Pardalote kaden Flrrcatcfter Clanronrts Rud-Wa rb lur

Wlrite-brosrd Scrubnren Satin Flrratcher Tarrnv Grassbird
L'lrre-bil led Scnrbrrrcn Restlcss Flrmtchcr Little Grassbird
SD€*MWarbler MgloieJark Rufors Sonelark
WeSill Rufous Fantril Brosn Sonqlilk

Bronn Genqone Grw Fantail Goldcn-hsrd Cisticola
\V'txtenr Gengone WillieWastail Silverqe

\Mritc-thronted Gerreprc Spancld Dronqo Bassi:ur Thruslr
Bronn'flronrbill Black-hccd Cuckm-shrike Corurnn Sarling
Brrff-nrrrtpcd Thombill Bared Cuckoo-stuike Comnrcn Mrrna
Yel lorv-nrnrrrd Thonrbill Whit+bellied Cuckoo'shrike
Iblloiv Tlrombill Cicndnbiid

+ Requires the submission of a "New or Unusual Bird Report Form"
# Record is of a dead specimen only



Ausust Outine

COMING EVENTS

Location: White Rock
Date: 31 August
Leader: Pat Solomon
Time: 7:30 a.m.

076303 774 (McKeown)

Info: Refidex 235. J 16. Follow Redbank Plains School Road 4 km south from Redbank to its end
where there is a carpark. White Rock is the major feature of the recently declared White Rock
Conservation Park. This park boasts impressive flora and fauna and requires a 50 min walk from the
carpark. There are no facilities so BYO everything- Here's a few avian morsels to tempt you:- peregrine
Falcon, Grey Goshawk, Powerfrtl Owl, Glossy Black Cockatoo, Black-chinned Honeyeater and Spotted
Quail-thrush. For more details consultyt/ild Places of Greater Br pagel27.

September Outins: Withcott area
Sunday,28 September
Pat Cleary 076303 352
7:00 a.m.

Info: Meet in the withcott Hotel car park on the Warrego Highway. Byo everything.

Annual General Meetins: Withcott CWA Hall
Monday, 13 October
7:30 p.m.

25/26 OctoberAnnual Species Census:

Reminder to Leaders

Leaders should take the Attendance Book and First Aid Kit on all Outings. All attending members and
visitors should sign the Attendance book for insurance purposes.

If undeliverable return to
Toowoomba Bird Observers fnc
PO Box 67
DARLING TTEIGHTS Q 4350

Locaiion:
Date:
Leader:
Time:

Location:
Date:
Time:

Date:

SURFACE
MAIL

PMcConnell*
17 George Street
IIELIDON 4344
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