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The Clubts A.G.liI., held. at Ylithcott on 20th October, :..gl8, was wel-I supported. by
club nembers a.rrd our thanlcs go to Marilyn Jacobs for her excellent bird. slides and
to Eileen Jolly fon provitling the tlelicious supper. Officers elected for the year
1978/79 are Bill Jolly - hesitlent; }Iike Russell - Secretarry/Treasr.:rer; a.nd. Sue
E1ynes - Editor/Librarian. Ore inpontant deoision to cone out of the meeting is the
incr-ease in menbership fees fo fi4 for AtluLt/f'amify membership, with Student member-
ship remaining at fir. The rninutes of the A.G.llr Bppear later in this nerm-sheet.

The Thirtl Annual- 3ird. Count on 22nrt October, 19?B al.so proved to be a successfuL
day. The Cowrt providetl covera€e of the same a.rea^s as in 1975 and 1977; by
approximately the sarne number of people as in these past cowrts. This sllould provid.e
comparable results over these ygars. A fo::nal Surunary and Report of the Third Annual
Bi:rd C-owrt w:iIl be printed vrith the Ja.nua.:ry 1979 News-sheet. The total number of
species seen for the ttayms 128, corprising 6O1t inaividual birds.

l,lenbers are renintled that there is a regular infomral outing to Redwood Park at
7.00 a.m. on the first Sr:nday of each month. EVeryone is rvelcome and at least one
executive rnember wiII always be the:ce. This nonth the snaIl. group who braved. the
weatherr rta^F rewa^:id.ecl tV a Powerful Ovyl, vrtrich bod.es well for the December Outing
to Redwood.

Subscri.ptions for IV79 ate novr being received and. rnay be paid to the Treasr:rer
either in person or per post c/- Post Office, Darling Heights, Toovroonba, 4)50.

Sue Elnes,
Editor.

I-IEIT TOCiTOO,iBrl BIRDS.

1o7. Ejlggg h:st{ark (Uirafra javanica). 22,IO.78. Shorelands Drive, r ' ,r t thcott.
Jotm Shore, Bil l  JoIIy, Ei leen Jo11y.

Good vi.eus of a smalI long;legged 1ark, rather blunt bil1, showing white outer
tail feathers and d.isplaying a distinctive ascend., drop, ascend., drop routine d.r:ring
songfl.ight.
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The 1//B Annual General MeAting of the Tooroomba Sird Club was helil atr irRingr.n€r@rr,
Withcott. al 7.J0 p.m. on 20th October , LyT9.

1. I,iinutes of Freviou.g Meelingt

A. Iricoallun read the ninutes of the'Iast A.G.}I. There was no d.iscwsion.
Hopkinson proposed that the minutes be accepted as a true and accurate record

the rneeting. David Newlands seccfided this and the meeting accepted it.

2. The hpsident presented his Rgpet:

TRESTDn{T IS REPORT.

Ey traditicar a report such a,s this has several purposes. ft serves to review
the year pst, it allom one fo:maIIy to place on record. a statement of gratitud.e

to those nho have made contributions ch:ring the year and of course it is w:ide\y
used as a platform fYorn rvhich to nake encor:ragilg noises about futwe trends antl
direct ions.

Although I've nevel been cne for following stereotypes, I do believe it is J
entirely suitable that something should. be said. in each of these three a"reas,
and accordingly I for:nd qyself la.st week engaged. in the exercise of reviewing
this past year W meEuls of consulting nervs-sheets, qy own bird notes, d.iary
entries and the 1ike, with a view I confess of producing evidence to substantiate
the claim of "a suecessful  yearrr .

I was delighteC of course to find that the evidence is most certainly there. I
can confid.ently assert (a^ncl show support for rry a.ssertion) tfrat the year just
gone has been our most successful on an3r and every cowtt,

Drring tire year we have gainecl l! new members. I should erplain how I arrive at
that figure.'!?e charge only one subscription per family, but come along to a.r1v
field da,v and you rv:iII find that husbands and wives and family gEoups, for the
nost part participate with equal enthusiasn and I believe it is realistic to
recognise that in rnany fanilies we have not one but two active and involved
members nho share one News-sheet t

So, whi le f  havenrt  cotxrted 2 nenbers per receipt issued, neither have I  in al l
cases counted only 1. If we d.o corurt receipts rather than heads it vril l shov; in
fact that more than 20 indivicluals or fa.mily groups have joined the club since J
our last A.G.lri. However we choose to add it up it stil1 represents a very
significant gain to the cIub.

Every bit as satisfling is the realisation that witn the exception only of a verv
fevr mernbers who have movecl out of the axea, all of our members of a year ato axe
still w:ith us. Tirat constitutes, f suggest, a realistic inclicator of a successful
year .

',?hat hc-s this growing membership done during the past 12 nonths?

Thirty members and. friends applied their energies to our Second Annual Bird Censr,te
on 2Jrd October, 1977 and placed on record. the p?esence of 5947 birds of 1J0
species vrithin orrr newly enlarged Local Stu(y Area.

lilonth try nonth throughout the year nernbers cornpleted and forwarded to our ilecords
Officer lists of all species observed rvithin that area during each month. This
information has been reliable and regulair. As our Annual Report for 1977. shovred.,
a-nd a^s orr:: Report for 1978 will show, we axe now in possession of seasonal base-
line inforrnatiorr regard.ing bircl statu.e in this area that has never before been
gathered., ',/hat do vre do with this ba.sic information? 'i/e disseminate it through
our liere-sheet afid our Armual Sunmaqy, md cqntinue to build up our ovrn month by
rnonthr year W year pictr:re of wtrat birtls are here, where artd ldren. fur Record€.
O{f iqeq also consol ida'r ,es this t lata for forwarding to the R.A.O.U. At las Schene,
in drrich every club rnember wtro completes a month\y checklist is participating.



,,/psromrpF n@cnn (cont/d. )
/ Drring 19?B or.c clubrs well-developed Fglrrpb-vinert ha.s mad.e it possible not on\y

for members to catch up with new bird.s in the fielcl but on sorne occaqions to share
the e:rperience of close views of bird.s in the hancl - notably a Litt1e Bittern and
a Red-crowned trbuit Pigeon both of rv?rich were released at Ringrnere folloning their
capture in unfortwtate circumstances. It is hoped that mernbers will continue to
share these exciting moments rith a fbiend, (rvhicfr usr:ally means up to ten 6. a
d.ozen).

. Field. Trips have offered. u.s all some re'rard.ing e:qreriences. f wonrt list all
venues d.uring the year, but riIl point out that again we have tried to wrtiertake
at lea^st half otr trips w:ithin our local- study &r€3.o

lTe rvere very happy to receive a vigit from l,lr. Don Ver':non in Decenbet, L977. Don
offered rnuch encor:rag:ernent to the club in its infancy a.nd. his talk on end.a.ngered
species, well supported, as alwatrrs, tV a coLlection of specimen skirrs fron the
Queenslancl Musqun xras uncloubtedly a highlight of ors f,€&rr
The club orga.nised its first of,ficial camp-out in Fehrua:ry , 1978, md such was
the response that we have aow enjoyecl three such ventures.

The early part of llJB saw two changes to the nake-up of the clubts executive.
Or Secreta:ry, Robert Shaw, forxrcl himself shedd.ing loads as his invoLvement in
both career stud.ies and other axeas continued. to increase.r,ye were very fortr:nate
ind.eed. to have been able to fintl a nost conpetent a.nd active replacement at
exbremely short notice, when Alison lic0allurn stil l new to Toowoomba, md to Bird
Clubs, agreed to take up the reins. My thanks go to Robert for his considerable
servj.ces at the start of the yea.r, aJrd rV sincerest gratitud.e is ertend.ed to
Alison rvho stepped in when she nas most needed and proceetled to manage the
secretarial a.nd accounting affairs of the club in the most capable possible way.

At about the same time the rna.n who had been responsible for the growbh of or:r
nens-sheet over nuch of the previow two yeaxs, Ron Hopklnson, fowrd j-t necessr-:ar
to step down for rea.sons of health. Ronrs contribution to the club and in
particular to the consolidation of our Nens-sheet into its present rvell regard.ed
format and content has been of major value to our growbh and developrnent. I confess
it vras a great d.isappointment to lose Ronrs services at that tirne, but again ve
struck gold. when Sue Elmes agreed. to undertake the responsibilities of Editor a:rd.
Records Officer, md I am sure you will all agree that our ]rlews-sheet has main-
tained its already high stanttard since Sue took over in L,larch. 'i'Ie have been
fortrrnate to retain the involvement of both Robert and Ron as club members virile
at the same tj-me gaining two new executive officers of the calibre of Alison and

(.r,,Sue. Iifay I fonnally exl]ress ny thanks to them both.

ft woul-d be remiss to leave out two other importa.nt expressions of gratitude.
Eileen has been reguler\y chasing r:ncatchabte dead.lin"s r" she attelnpted to turrr
copy into I' lews-sheet sornetines within 2{ hor:rs. Oe behalf of a1l of r:s Eileen,
thanks a lot for yotlg long-srrffereu:lce.

The final thank you is to eaeh and every club nenber for their 'support, 
in t5e

f orra of pllysical attendance on fieId days, of copy for the }ieurs-sjreei and
especial ly for Sird i {otes and yel low Checkl ists.

'ie have groYrn becar:se of yqur, interest a"nd jnvoLvement. It is our increaslrrg
strength in nr:nbers and accordingly in interest arrd involvement thet yrilL enable
u.s to r:nd.ertake'"he Black-shouldered Kite Stu(y proposed by John Coman, anri to
nove on to saiisfy in other vrays the airns of our club as set dor,.rr in our
const i tut ion.

ft is nr"v firr'r belief that rnuch of our present strength nray be attributed to or:r
success during the three years of our existence in maintaining, despite or:r ErovLh.
a ouality of efficient inforrnality. The Annual General }leeting rernains our only
forrnal br:siness neeting each year, such bu,siness a.s'axises at other times being
disctt-ssed over lunch on f ie ld tr ips or raised in the editor ial  sect ion of our
i',evs-sheet, v,'ith members' input invited. ft is ny nost sincere hope that through a
continuation of this policy our club will sueceed. in meintaining the interest and
involvement of people rLro want to get on vdl,h the job of finding out, and enjof ing,
u&.at is happening alound us.



The Ed.itor presented

EDIIORIS RBOilT.

The Editor, Sue Elmes, thanlrctl members fo:
both in the forrn of a.rticles for the Nem-
of Yel1ow Check-lists eaoh ncnth. The Edit
Ijotes now appearc toward.s the latter part c
ferv ertra days after the qr(t of each ncmth
iione-the-less the plea was nadle for nembers to a^ssist by returning their cheek- ,
iists as close as possible to the first of each rnonth.

Tha-nlcs were also extended to [ileen Jolly for her valued a.ssistance d.r:ring tne
year in typing the clubrs Ner*s-sheets.

,4. The Trea^surer presentecl her Report:

TNEAfiTIRffiIS RPC];IT

The Trea^strrer, I'liss Alison Mc0a.llumn delivered the foIlow:ing staternent of the
ciubfs acoounts for the period 2lrd October, 1977 - 22rd October, 1978:
,l:-. n in hano, 2 ird October , 1977 t fl42 ,55

Income. Subscript ions: $t4t,OO
Donations t fi ?.OO

Tota l  Income:  FI4g.Oo

Paper and printing: $. 79.76
Posta6e z fi.. 2r.52
Miscella^neorr.s - (nSfn subscription,

$ 1t .oe
Total Expend.itrne: fitl4.OA

Dcpenditure.

Receipt & Account Boohs,
AGiri refreshments ):

The President vacated
posit ions were to be
a c c e p t e C : -'  yosr l ] -on

Pcesident,-.
Edit or/Rec olds Off icer
Seeretary/Treasr:rer

These thrree off icers were

Nominee

3i11 Jol \y
Sue Elmes
lr{ike Ru.ssel1

elect ed unanirnor:s ly .

fitt.64
ir6. t9

Norninator

Robert Shaw
Alison l lcCallun
Bil l  Jol1y

Balance of Income over Drpenditure:

Cash in hand, 22nd Crctoberr l t l8:

q.

l, i iss lr{cgalLurn noved that the statement of accounts be ad.opted. The motion v.'ao
second.ed W }tc. Robert Shav antl carried.

Business arising from the ldi4utes.

The freasurer pointed out that although the Club had a cred.it balance, rising ;
costs part icular ly of rncreased postage would necessitate a r ise in subscript ions.

l,.iss Alison I'Ic0allunr. tire retiring Secretary/Treasurer, noved. that the nernberslrip
fee be increased to $4 per arulun. This motion wa^s seconded. by lrb. Ron Hopkinson.

J,{iss Liarilyn Jacobs asked t}rat an amend.ment to this notion be accepted to the
ef f  ect that the membership fee be r6duced to Fl  f  or ful l - t inre stud.ents. i , - iss
l,'cCallum accepted this amend.nrent and lrlir. Robert Shaw seconried it. After sone
discu.ssion the;lotion and the amendr,rent were put to the meeting a:rd each w:*c
passed maninorr-sly.

E lec t ion  o f  Of f i cers .6.

the chair wirich wa^s taken W Ron Hopkinson. The follo',nn5
filIed. and the following eandidates had been nominateC a-nd



J lr.siness.

lie President suggested that the CIub roove trr v$.th the Black=shoulclerett Kite
members, SilL JoL$, Jotur Csran, bvitl ffope and Mike Russe11,
a^s A CLass bantlers and then other nembcrc could. beccrne 3 Class

Club woulrt then be in a good pmition to start trapping.

project. tr'or.E?
could qualify
members. The

John Conan said that applicatioo had bean nade to the State National Parks anct
Wil-dlife Service. Grce a penn:it had ffi,bou€ht from them, C.S.I.R.O. Div. of
lyildlife Reseaxeh Sird Sandiru: Schane ;DdXd reg:iSter the project ancl Iend us
band.s and equipnerrtr

L,iari:3.n.tacobs extrlressed concertr that bird-band.ing requ-ires skiIl to avoid undue
harassment of the bircls, a view supported by other menbers, a,nd suggested. that
there 

-be 
a rae-eting of pnospectlve bird-baJldens for a talk on tbe process.

The presirlent asked the Secretaqp to arrangie for a eunpetent bird-baJlder to talk
to the Club.

John Cor,ra:r esked vrtrether it would be of benefit for the Club to becqne affiliated'
with a co::r:servation group since crre of the Clubls ai"ms is the conservation of
bird^s and" their habitats. It ra-s suggested that Miss Barbara Darrett night have
relevant inf,ornation. The Secretary, ntro is a membel of the Australian Conservation
Found.a'r,j.on, vri11 nake the necessarJr investigations.

Al.i.son i,icCallurn, the retiring Secreta:ry/Treasurer, :*eported. that there had been

LA4 "uoponses 
to the recent questS.onnaife. She asked fcn gluidance and cliscu.ssion

fr,cm the meeting since some resporutes hatl been rath* equally d'iuid'ed-.

The question as to uhether menbers wished to take a part in clecid.ing the venue of
field neetingB had prod.uced responses, from 5 nenbefs wishing to clo so a.nd ) nernbers

not so wishin€:'

the F.*esid.ent pointed out that cu:rently the exeoutive nakes venue d'ecisions based'
on informal input frora club nembetrs.

Sue Elmes said. that there is a g'eneral list of'venrres. If a new venue is suggested'
the sgglgestor rnust check thie out not on\y for bird^s but for accessibility, vrater,
resting spots and leng:bhr'and. maybe be prepared to lead the wa1k.

Alison Licqallurn said that the next question, as to *trether there should be norr-
fiefd, meetings with speakers or filns or slides, rnet with six favourable respori^ses
ard two anti responstesl

I'he Fresiclent pointed out that Dm Vernornts tso meetings had been well attend.ed.

It was generally agreed that sueh neetings be held. tisee or four tirnes a year a.nd

a5.!hat the first be on birtl-bancllng. A sr:ggestion that such neetingB be open to the
tftiublic was srrongly endolsed..

Alison i'lcgallun said that the question on meeting tirnes had. given the follov:ing
resul ts : -

Fe Satlrday - 5 in favorn. For Sundqy - 6 in favour.
For morning - B in favour. For afternoon - 4 in favour.

Iia-rilyn Jacobs eu$gested that fc specific objects an early start could be made
lqg some people and thme r:nable to start eax\y could meet at the norrnal tine and
.1oin up w:th the early PartY.

It wa^s thorrght that this cou1d. lead to organisational problems'

'16r. John Shore raised the point that birds are mwt active at dawn. He quoted the
a,Jage tThe early bird. catches the ycrrmr (althoWtr, for a bird-cIub, one mu^st
a,ssune the reverse). He sr:g:6eetecl eaxly starts to noetings.

trhe lyesid.ent reminded members that there is a regular inforrnal neeting in Redwood
park at ?.00 a.n" on the firet Slnday of each nonth'r*rfeh he always attends. He

suggested that this should satisf! earlier risers.

L,!r. Robert Slraw pointed. out that at week-end canrps nernbers have the oppctunity

for pre-daut ?ising,

(cont/d. )



General- Btrsiness (ccnt/d' )

The president sqggested. thet, Tfith these opportwrities for early observation

avairaure, 8.JO i.'. o', a surraar'should continue to be the rneeting tine.

lg,. Jobn Cor,arr suggested tbat visits to lakes and. such like copld. be nade on

,  S& tuxdaYa f tannoonso  .  ' , . :

, ,M". ShifUp Elurgs nentioned the very poor attendance on the Queensland- Ilr:-seum

+=if:despile a good initial re€ponse fron me::rbers'

The fresiclent said that it had been quite enbaragsing in view of the Cr:rator I's

w:illjrrgness to sacriflce a Satrcttay {o the club' ,

It was suggested that t5ere night have been a better response to a Sr.md'ay visi-t '
j

Hiffln,s a brls rca^s discussed' but nergbers fe}t that thev prefe:red the freedon o{

the*.F ofin cars, a.nd John cqran clinchs the argunent w quoting the hire costs

;;;-lil; - Eiia for a d! seater end t9o ror a $ seater'
':. _

Itiiss ]ria,rilyn Jacobe suggeotedl an evening exPedition to stu{y nocturnal birds '

lleiL l{cKilligarr mieht be able to supp\v }ights'

rns seen at Le.ke Clarend'on and' Sue Elmes

fore. I' iari\yn also reported' Black-biceasted'

John Conrarr confi::rned' manlr recent

.lr l

Eill Jol1y told rnernbers that, on the Brr4la lfiountai.rrs week-end, a male Parad'ise 
<t)

Rif le Bisd had been lratched dipplaying on its territory near the Rangers hut '

Iie also feported. a Stone Curlew (musir Thick-haee) at Chermside Hmpital'

Someor-te in Toowoomba bas an inir.red Eneral6 Dove (Chalcophaps indica) in a cag;e

u*rieh he is prepared' to let nefrnbers see'

John shore recor.mted his e:rperiences as a long-time resid'ent of this area

i;fih;;;lj. rn""" are nary qr:air ugp wreat Quail and Button Quail, and a

pointeq dog is weful for finding then' ' t

The meeting closed at ! .00 P'm'

after the fo:rnal nreeting liarilyn Jacobs showed slides of her participation in

the 3ird. school at Heron Island. laSt December rwt ty Peter slater, vincent

serventy, Peter Ogilvie, etc. lier photogaaply is first-cIa.ss and' members were

thrilled to see rrsy s"i birds and waders, as well as ullusual birds such a's the

Banded. Iarrd'-rail-r and' some excellept in-flight shots'

Arrang€ments were then finalisecl for th9 Thltg Annual^3ird Census by the club

to be held on the following sr:nclay, 22nd October, 1978. \,

lfirrrE-TiIRcATp/WIITE-NAPED HCI{,trl4qqs .

Two honeyeaters in the genust }telithreptrrs that are both present in the Toovroomba

Grj-os, and can be confused, a9 ln" Vn"it"-naped Honeyeatlr (me-fitfrreptus lwratus)

and the vllaite-tfrro"iea Honiyeate= lUefitnreplu.s albogular|!). lotfr have a blacf:

head, olive back with vd:ite wraerpits. The- observable differencobetween the. two

ajre: I. The crescent in the lyhite-throated Honeyeater is much more distinct thart

in the 'flLrita-naPed HoneYeater.
2. The Patch of bare skin

1/hite-throated HoneYeater and
above the eye is white with a.tinge of blue in the

""a 
1,, Tfiite-naped Honeyeater (in irnrnatr:res it cart

cap does not extend below the

Iloneyeater it extends to the

be of f - rdr i te) .
1. In the r/hite-throated Honeyeater' tl9 black

ievel of 'r,he upper naldible nhile in the l$nite-naped

described as a pi-pi=pi or pi-pi t  repeated

calls being rasping and mewing notes'

:gle high pitched' rising vdristle'

T h e c a t l o f t h e i f h i t e . n a p e d i g . d e s c r i b e d a s a h a r s h g r a t i n g s h e r p r e p e a t e d ' -
a lso  t .s i t - t s i t .
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Booklet, No., 5r,:..19!!8.,;,., :0,, ,

Reade:rs Dlgest, "Cornplete Book Qf Alstr 'r, Readersi_Digest
Serviqe Pby, Ltd. ,  1976.

UI{T'SUAL FINSii BEIAWOIIR.

I'Jhen stopped for lrmch about ha}f lay dorn the Fla6stone Creek Road on the day of
{it" f oo*'oomba Bird. Cor.urt, re rete intrigrred }y the clqseness with nbich a pair of
Chestnut-breasied. lriannikins approachedl orr resting p1ace.

lie vere w:ithin about J netres frcm a rrater pool at wtrich the'two birds appeared to

be drinking. After several minutes, investigaticr indicated that'the birds were no'u
in fact orinking, but puLlLng pond;fite froi thc rater and eatine it. For bird.s
that are s.tpposedly secdl eaters, this secmed rnusual beheviour. Svcn though we
clisturbe4 these birds several times, a pair con^sistently returned. to continue feeditii:.

PhiIliP & Sge Flnes.

@ |

PE. SE.
I I€g:oon. PE. SE.
bhcott. E*I. WJ.
nererr, Withcott. AI . l',rJ.
BC.
IF?il. EJ.
g IIighYraY. E*I. VfJ.
f  Bar.  JEC.
owo JEC.

22.10.78. Ocean St.  JEc .
Thtout 0ot.  Gatton. PE' SE.

'vlhite-tit.roated lrleedle-tail. JI.IO.?8. Ra.ng:e Highway. E I.

Yel low-faced l ioneyeater '  ? '10.78. Qynarcl  St.  MGYI.
bstern SpinebiI I .  7.10.78. Wrnard St.  l lGYf.

. . . .Ahd some h igh l igh ts  fbour  the  l l l rd .  Censr rs ,  (a I I  necorded on  22 .10 .78) . . . .

JD, BK, i i^{, DN, } iS.
REl , AP.
RE l , . {P .  (? )  Sec to r  20 .  Rg{ ,  AP .

AP.

D, JD, Bir, i l l r l  ,  Di, lr 'S.
JC, ID, JD, 3K, l l i l i ,  Dj 'J, L'uS.
R, I,tR.
MJ,  SP,  VS.  (2)  Sector  }J .  Rj ' i ,  AP.

,E.

PE,  SE.

t t [ ( l ,  DN, IS .  (2 )  sec to r  10 .  Gc ,  J , t c .

T'P: Lesley 8a11. lviS: I,largot Sarrett: PB; Peter Bostock. GC: Gratrarn Corbin.
JC: iohn Comatrr. JEC: Jirn Corbin. ED: Ed Diertf. JD: John Duff. PEt Phillip Elmes.
SE: Sue Elnes. nSI: Ron Hopkinson. EI: Ei leen Jolly. I i lJ: l ' lari lyn Jacobs.
.iJ: 3i11 Jo11y. BK: 3e-rry Kenway. NM: NeiL lIcKilligan. Irn'i: 3i11 lvicKenzj.e.
DN: lavid. l{ewlands. AP: Alrryyn Porell. SP: Sandy Pottinger, m,: Elizabeth Russel}.
LR: l i ike Rwsell.  l , iS: ] , tark Stewart. VS: Vera Simc,n. W: Ja"n Veacock.
3iV: Brough ,r9atren. l,lrf: }Iargnret War:cen. ]ilGfl l.llax llood.

Ref erences:-
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