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Vlith regret vre mr:,st advise that phillio
-;This of cor:rse means that we have lost i

As laid dovm in our constitutio4, the vacancy has been fil1ed ry an hecutiveappointment. Itfy tha^nks to them for the invitation wtrich r an happy to accepr.

Another invitation given anil accepted was to member Graham Corbin to assist withthe orga.nisation of the clubts growing library or ex"trarrte puurications. I.iernbeisdesirous of borrotTing copies shoufd contact Graham at thE r|"tirf*-fi;il-ily or at10, Ocean Street, Toovroomba.

The CIub norv ha^s the beginnings of a collection of skins. John Coman has agreed
to prepare thern so if  you come.across a specimerr, col lect i t ,  freeze it  an[ pass
it to any Executive rnember. In this way we couId build up an interesting an6 u.seful
collection vdridh wil1 be of value to a1t rnembers. 

-

s'-'There are in the Club several memberg vftro for a variety of reasons (geography for
one) do not submit a nonthly checklist. 3ut as this ltit also provides a section
for I'lembers t 3ird. Notes, we are deprived of lmowing their sigtttings. To encouraEe
them to share their bircls rvith other mernbe?s vre are preparing a s-parate licmbcrs r
3ird. iiotes pro forma, rvhich will acconparry tire Nevn-sheet to those menbers. In this
vay lTe hope to nake simpler the sharing of bir:d sightings. The sightings need not
be of ra.re oT spectacular species but siraply a bird. which you enjoyed seeing. To
maintain topicality it is importent to transmit your lists a.s soon as possible
aftel the errd of the month.

Ron Hopkinson,
Ed.itor.

I{Er/ T00r{0q,I3A 3IRLS.

198. Hoa.ry-hoaded Grebe (lod.iceps poliocephah:s). 8.12.78. rt l l inginererr, iYitheott.
3 i11 Jo1ly ,  E i leen Jo l1Y.

A suruner-plumaged bird, clistinctively clifferent f,rom our regular Little Grebes, with
d.ark crown, seeningly longer, pale neck. Face had noticeable wir i te,streaks. l ie
stayed, ort the dan for about dB houfs nhich gave r:s the opportr-rnity to observe hirn
rea11y r,,'e11.



clsl-{GES Fqq THE BmTFR.

Tno yea.rs agio rvben ree calne to live at
tfpilal of most frequented try stock -

marsins. In that cornparatively short
deviees, vith cattle and horses g:onet
various kind.s of vater-weed, aquatic
substantial reed-bed.

'rRingmere", ifl rTithcott, the dan here vlas
devoid of vegetation and heavi\y down-trodtlen

time however, being teft very much to its own
it has replenished itself with water-I i1ies,

grasses and mosi significant of aII - a

Tiitjr our hor:se sitr:ated. only sone 18m from the dam we find it se]rres eo-ual\y vrell

a^s a large a.nd perrnanent hide and the activiiies on and atowrd the d.a.n are'constant\ri

before our. eJres. ovel this period. itrs been particular\y interestj.ng to note the

d.ifferent trends in the nunber and. nature of tire birdlife arrd ihe d.ifferent species

it attracts according to its fullness or otheruise and most irnportantly the effccts

of the increa^sed vegetation.

Fo:: cxarnple r',.e no longer seem to get as many of the probing and fishinS-type brl'ds

such as itis, egrei;s , spoonbills, herons and corr.rorarrts of Ydrich there r,t:,s no

sho:tage d.rring :-977 anrl the eaxly part of 19?8. Snipe also comes urder tiris ca,te8olX'.

This c6u1d of lor.rrse be accowrted for by seasonal dispersion of these birds but l

rathe:. feel  i ts mor:e a case of the condit icns here not being quite to their  l ik ing

no.,,,,. About a J'ear ago we for.:nd it necessary to provid.e an overflovr fo: ihe CaxI uirich

has jrad the effect of  staUi l is ing t i re volwne of water,  previowLi 'al lowed io srep

thror:*,ih the c:,;:l r.,all. Thr:s the mud.{v margins a.re norl covered vrith rnter or gror"th.

lioreverr ,,,.,e irave occasional visits from varior:-s interesting d.ucks .such as il:ldhead.- I

(t,tri*ue-s1,ed nuck),-il; T;;f La Pluned iii lristling Duck. The Aus'uralasian G::ebc (iitYre

Creoe) ptp". , . ,p r igular ly and at the t inre of ur i t ing we have a most exci t inS r ' is i to:r  -

a -*orr, , r-hea-deC Grebe. ' . rn-r ich is also a nelT bird on' the Clubrs Toovloonba l ist .

Al .  - . r :c t ine t i rat  t , ,etve l ivcd here l re 've had certain arnbit ions regardinC t l :e ] : incis

of bi l . r i .s ve hoped might one d4y drop in.  Some of thcse anbit ions \ ' , 'e 've reaf ised and

sore l ikc t i re plrn-headed, l inches vere a Cel ightful  and urexpecteC bonw, especia. l ly

r,,iren 'uhey aplealed. to take up residence and huge flocks roosted. regulerly in our

ru.eds from las*u rip:.il for about six non+'hs. The arrival of ihis spccies accentua'uei

fo: u^q tire chan3:ing habita'u and narked the begirueing of a series of nevt visiJr,o::s to

1.,:rat is rapicily beeominE: a haven for a rvid.er variety of birds.

Then in October ]asi a spectacular Pwple St',e-rnpiren arrived and stayed for about a

non,r,h in rrricjr tine he si,'stematically uprooted. Srasses a::d reeds bo-ri-er.ing t'he den

and became sujf ic ien' ,1y bold- at i ines as tc venture close to ihe house or joying t i re

seeds on our ve:y 1ong, unmolvn 6Tass. IIe i,es joined. aftcr a neek o: so by a Duslqy
j , .cot ' i :en al i  these tvo very simi lar rai ls appeared to be::ather conpenionable.
Shortly after this v,a^s r',{ren our first Plrrned 

'',histling 
Duck arrivecl a-nd'che vcr;'

nc:.:t day a sruxong, nelod.ior:s song attracted r:s to ihe reed,s t',ttere r';e observed. a
l-on.: hoped for .tra ,tory rvelcome Clai,rolous iteed-|7o.rb1er.! -'

C'r:r species risi fo:: this cotrparatively snrall prope:ty non stanris at 11! and is
gJ:ror;ing steadi}-y, and the w-ay things a::e going one could reasonably expect to 5et
suci-r  birds as Blacirrvdnged St i l ts,  Eurasian Coot,  ai  leasi  one of t l re dctterel-s,
ee:tain l,;:Cc::s apC r,nybe one day a Dlack SrrlJt. Sonething else wirich hes irclped- to

boost 'ul : is l ist  is ' i ;he natur ing of the(mar\) 'nat ive trees ancl shru' .rs r ' . ' l : ic i r  na,ve
nr..-r^r,d r.o srr.vive in this poor soil of ot.ns aitd r',p are at 1on6: las'u be;'i l- '::in,1 '"o

:ru*,l.ACt the sn:llf p::sserines into the 6;:rrd.en especially honeyeaters ul:icll i ' ie:'-'e
-- . , r1" ' l  -^1- i--  ' - . -he.:  ' , . re f i rs 'u arr ived..J c ; t i  r . r  I . - V  i + f  i  ;  \

. ,a i :c ; - : . : : -a  I ' ihofe ve feef  that  in  j r :s t  t r ' ;c  sho: t  years f ron v, 'hat  r , 'es ' l  a  bare,  -u:ee- fc i l

n^ i , . 'oe i '  : rn . r  r  r r , rcr { '  ' ; ,a terhole tn is  l i ' t t fe  patch in  l , i thcot t  ha^s.  nol le  o: :  les: :  o f  i ts
i  - . " " ' -

o ' , ' . - ; :  ' . 'o i i - , :oi : .  becone an ecological  success story.

E i feen Jo1]v.

rllIi*l J-ifS .POi 1979.

is a l ist  of  provisionzl  dr: tes for nert  yeax. I f  yon have a

ninc and vould f.ike to sl:*e it vitir oi;her nenbers plea^:e }e^u

If  you would be vdl ] ; in6: to lead a rr iefd Day'rhere, so nuch t i " ie

1..or yorr diarl', her:q
gocd. bird.ing alea in
the D.;ecuiive !nor','.
be i -uer .

(cor : t /C .  )



FIELD DiyS FC[t lcr7o (cont/d.)

Dear','a heavy ring arowrcl the October d.ate in
is DIITD COUi'l' D.{Y.

yor.r dia:ry. October, 21st. 7979

2r"r .79.

!8 .2  . 7  g .

18 . j . 79 .

22 .4  . 7  g .

Chris Bia:rchi
D. & li. l l lackburn

Jin a,no Jane Corbin
liick anc Co:anne Dolley
John iuff
Phillip and Sue D1nes
Pc-ull" and llazer. Green
i.oc - .obson
iton l ;opl inson
J ::i!.;*n Jacobs
! i11, anC Eifeen Jol1Y
!^r .n r  

- fnn- rV
J ! + 4 J  r l v r r , r r {

l l i l I  l , .c l icnzie
t:vii l.ei;fands
S:nd.ra Fotiinger
ilobert Sirav
Vera Sinon
John and Luth iralter
Rob ;.:eis

i'!ax and Sylvia ilood.
Paul and Betty Gredig
Ron and Lorna Skilton
David Hope
),iike and Elizabeth Russell
Jirn Syme
liark Stewart
Louise RurnseY
I,[argaret and hough :i,ta:=en

Brian a$d Xath Fow1er
l,eith and Alison Herbertson
l{ei1 ancl Helen }'lc}lilligart
Betty Ca:rlisIe
Gordon iGng:
Pat Patten
I.larSo Sortlett
Grahan 

-,Teidon

3T1D COTII;T DAY.

Amongst other ihing: ti-is
I{ature in general. li 'or +uhe

Atvyn Porzell
John and .Ccrne Sho:e.

27 .5 .79.

24,6.79.

22.7 .79.

?6.8 .79.

21.  9.79.

2r. lo.7g.

18 .  1  1 .7  g .

]-.5.t2.79,

Ron Ilopkinson.

IJ,PITTiTIIG.

Ore of the nen t','ho vrorlcs w:lth ne breeds King quail and. he has relaied some
intcrestin5; observations to rne. Fernales do the incubating but just beforc the

"^"+^1' 
+': nele sits on the nest ruith the fernale. Soth nale a..ncl fer,raLe findJ  V q r . l  : l - i  l  L ;  j  

'  
u l t c

f ood ior tire I'oung r*ro follov both birfu arorxld. This coniinual food. find.inn ta]:es
i ' i ,s tol i  o, . i ' -hc adul- ts 

" ' ,ho 
lose a lot  of  rveigir t .

ly e:<planl. t io:r  of  this is that in response io some st imulus, possibly t i re checping:
of t l :e chicks ;r ior ' to i raiching, the male si ts on t ,he eSSS. C'r ' r  hatching the cir ic l -s
t l te: :  i r , : r int  on both naje and female arrd so fo11ov, 'ei ther.  Since food. f ind. ing fe
ii:e yo.::ri is :uch a strain on ihe aCults, tlris behaviour has an obvior:s ;-dciptive
vi : l -ne. rroth bi : :ds voul i  then be at^rLe to hcl_t ln rais ing t i re brood and ensur:e a
hi6;he:: :rri ' ivril rate oi the chiclcs.
-' '- 'e 'n1'n!1 d 'rr1' o=eher su6gestions or observa'iions rvhi.ch vroul-d. throvl fr:rther liEitt
on -"iris'i

John Conan,'

f t  is sai isf .v- in5 to see Club menbership on the increase.
i'e,flects ',hc 

6rowing interest in birds in particular and
recorCs here i:; a crrrent list of menbers:

Ron ancl Yiv ;riiLson
Rheta i'nciSht

L.: i .  Soycs -Al ison ] :cCal1' : , r
Susan ]riSht Rob Robertson

John Cornan ; 
Peter Bostock

;-auric and T,ia:f Conart Peter lialar
Graha-n Corbin Dan }?ebster

Ed.itoT.
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B]3D BOOK.

A terb for use in schools is ln the lrocess
are required. for inchsion. BiII JoUy tlas
have photographs of bircls or bird. betlaviou
eould be suitable fc inch:sion.

FIELD DAT RE@T - Iq.11.78. - OAIPY.

of publiaation. Certain photographs
a List of rhat is neqrired so if you

contact 3i1.1. Perhaps yotur pictr:re

trXl:itor.

The grosp r*rich assernbled at the Bernborough statue, Gkey, even thor:gh the skies
$ere overcast, nere rewe^xded with sorne good sightingp and some nerv birds for some
menbers "
A galk along Oakey Creek vrith its fringe of River Red Gtrrns and bottlebrushes tr-orned
up several Little Friarbirtls ancl a pair of Striped Honeyeaters. i!filile lratching the
birds so that the calLs of the two could be sorted outr Vera Simon loca.ted the
Striped Honqleaterrs nest - almost perfect\y camoflaged. in a pendulor.r,s branchlet
of a wi ld apple tree.

A iiillie i?agtail v,,'as seen feeding its young in a bottlebru^sh tree rhich overhung
the creek vrhile a nesting Crov eyed the proceedings frorn its nest high in a River
ReC Gutt.

At Schultzrs lagoon large nr:mbes of water birds were seen at fairly close rang:e
includ.ing Grey Teal, B1ack Drrck, Black-nlngerd Stilts and. several Pink-ei:red DucI:
tzrich \l'as a nev,'bird for some members. A snalX seJtdpiper was observecl rvith interest
ald afrr,er d.iscussion r.ras id.entified as a ].[arsh Sandpiper. l,,Iain itlentifying fea'vurcs
irere the 1on5 straight bill, vhite runp and lorser back and no wing stripe. These
featr:res vere clea:rly observed. by all rnenbers as the sanclpipers were cha.seC froin
one section of banl< to another'by protective Bl-ack-winged Stilt mothers. Lunch was
taken at Brookvale Park.

The record. for lateness in turning up for exctnsions (forinerly held ty a certain
rnember of the Erecutive) fr"" now been surpa^ssed W the Club member vfio arrived at

) a.m. sharp --- one rveek 1ate.

John Conan.

Snecies l ist  -  Oa.key. Schultzrs le.goon. Brookvale Parlr  -  19.11.78.

. - , - : 1
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Hoe^qg-headed Grebe
Austral-a.sian Grebe
Little 31k. Cormorant
'iihite-faced. ileron
Catt le Egret
Sacred, fbis
Stravr-neci;el. IUis
Plurned lil, istling Duck
Pacific Bl-ack Drck
Grey Teal
Pink-ca.red Duck
I iened Duck
Australian Kestrel
DuslV I'ioorhen
E\:ra^sian Coot
I,lasked. Ic,prring
Black-rni-nged Stilt
I.larsh Sandpiper
Feral Pigeon
Crested Pigeon
Galah
Scaly-53. Iorikeet
Pale-head.ed. rl.os e1Ia
Red.-rurnped Parrot

Ilelcome Sm.l1ow
Blacl<-f . Cuckoo-shrilie
'J?i1lie ',?aetail

Gold en-headed. Cisticola
\ftrite-throated. Gerygone
YeIlow-rumped. Thornbi 11
Striped. lioneryeater
Little tr'riarbird.
]'Ioisy J'iiner
Fown i{opeYeater
],iist let oebird.
Striated Pardalote
llouse Spanow
Ze\ra Finch
Dorible-banetl Tinch
Corrnon Starling
Conmon li[ynatt

. Ofive-backed Oriole
Ar.stral-ian IiaEBie- lark
31ack-fac ed. r,/oodsv'e.11ow

Pied Butcherbird
Au,s tralian I'.'Ia€Bi e
Torresiart Crow.

a '



Brailninv t$-ie. 16.6.76. Cr.urumbin. JI{iC.
seo@' _12:11.79: Hre T1*: 1gr.

ME{BERS' HTRD N@ES.

is t l

FIEI,D D.Iff F.Oi DWB,.3ER.

late: Strnday. .&&th Decenber. 1978.

5-

1?.8.?8. Itrurilgpreebatr. JI{C.
4.11.78. Leke 0laren{m, }EW.

11.11.?8. ' lRingperer' ,  ] l f i the ott.  EI. ] ' fJ.

Effion iioef. L0.11.78. "Raveaswoodil, Southtrook. BF. KF..  
18.11.78.  Tonnson.  t rm.  ER.

S
L_ 5.11.78. Redsood Faxk. 

'lVJ. 
m,. 3Jll, MW.

hlg!!- J.1].78. "Sh@e1ands", Withcott. AIIS;
C ic 9,11.78. .g;nard St. *!SW.

J'IIC: Jol:n Cqnan. tr: Brian Fowler. KF': I{ath Fowler. RIII: Ron Hopkjnson.
F^I: Eileen Jo11y. WJ: Bill Jol\r. Efi,: Eilizabeth Ru^ssell. [fr.: ]tike Russe1l.
AiiS: Anne Shore. VS: Vera Si.mon. BW: Sror:gh i/a.rren. I'iiV: I,iargarbt ;Ta:ren.

\4

PIace: Redrvood Park.

Leader :  B i l l  Jo f1y .

l-rl3rJ C.ttil I(1. ;S J]ECIIIVED.

Assembly Point: Pigott rs Car Park. Time: 8. J0 a.:r.

3 i rds,  Vo1.  7,  i ' Io .  J .

I lr imbirra, Vol. 12, No. 10.

The Bird Observer. November, 1976.

Ecos, AW:r:st, 1978. l ' Iovenber, 1978.

Darl ing Do'. ' ,ns Natucalist, Vo1.1, i{o. J, December, 1978.

!2 Q,.o.S. l ' trewsLetter, Yol. ^9, l io. 11, i{ovember, 1978.

ooo O0O ooo

SIESCRISTI$S F(B 1479.

iny menbers i*ro have not yet renitted their subscription for 1979
io conplete'"he slip below and fcrward it rvith their subscription
Treasurer at 'uhe earliest oppetrnity.

are requcsted
to the Secreiar;'/

To r Tire Secretarlr t
Toovroomba Bircl Clubt
P.0. Dexling Heign*ts,
fOor ioG,GA, 4150.

I arn encfosing herewith the'srn of
subscription to the Toowoqmba Bird

fi+ $l for students) uelnE;
CIub for the calender Ysa:r'

nnr mernbcrshiP
rg"l9.


