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iogether with tiris issue we are presenting the report of the Clubrs third errnual
tira censlls. This is the result of mem.berst laborrs last October and we hope it is
&s satisfyingl to you a.s it is to the Executive. Tha.nk you for yor.r participation.
3

$ext nonth we will bring you the Annrral Afea Sird Sunnaql, anrt it may be aplropriaie

to nention here that there are several species which have been sighted. in the area

{lu.u ;r4rich have not as yet been ccnrfirmed. ty the requisite two menbers. They are

lol1are6 Spa.aow?rawir, Dlareh Halrrier, Peregpine Falcon, Squatter Pigeon, Red-capped

lobin ana f^fttfe Woodswallory. Ornl toonoqrba list is W no neans static and could. be

1nfarg,ea at arrybine W the atlclitim of tbese or other species..{s sho'wn by this list

ih"""-"r" nev d.isco.reries awaiting us v:ithin the club 1ocal stu{y errsar Eith this in

*,irra it is still Execrrtive policy to plan Field Days on the ba,sis of approxirnately

half with:in the 83€&r

- ta

, is an informal CIub look at this nost''
r well established.. At /.00 a.n. on the fjrst
'.ited. to meet at the entrance oppmite Yulcena
r (in more Eairs than one) to Toowoonba a-nd. it
;o have a-reguJar look at wtrat birClife is

there.

Apart fron gai-ns to orr Club bird. list ve also continue to gain add"itions to ot'u
nenbers list, This is very satisfying becau,se, apart fim other corrsiderations, it
mear,ts rnore observers contributins to our reoords.

. fn an effort to retain cr.rrerrt members may tre renulfld. yorr that subscriptions for 1979

are no!'r due. plea^se forsard. thsr to the Club Secreta.r/freasueer wirose address

?ppears above.

Ron HoPkinsctt t
E&itor.

]:{E-YT TOOiTO0.BA BIRN '

I9q. Spotted Quail-thrush (Cinclosona prrnctatrmi). U.L2.?8. Reidrs Rd'.' 3a11ard-.
Jim, Jq.rie and Graham Corbin.

A fe.maie wi*uh long cr:rned nbite eye stripe, rufous crowtr and. d.eeply rnottled =ufow

back. Lcrrg drooping tail rith one njeite feather each side.
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EOr,IrlaY B4?D NqES.

^[fter tloe Dece;rber bird outi,ng olr fagi]V still fe]t fresh enou€h to go to Ballard
to clinb up to the lfleilge-tailed. Ea€lesr test. Althotrgb the two bird,s rve:re in
resid.ence last visit. nest builtling has now been abandoned.

Or tbe way hone we tu:rred. on to. Reiclts Roadl at 3a1Lard bridge and clrorre to '"he encl
of the road. 0rr the vay back up the h1.11, we $ere surlriseil to see a bircl later
id.ecntified a.s a fernale Spotted Quail-tlrrush finning up the hill in front of otE car.
;ie followe6 it foi scme tlistance befme stopp,i.ng the car, a^nd Dad and I followetl. it
for sone d.i,stasee cnr f oot hrt it travelled. very sriftly a.nd on\y flev in short bwsts "
Finaltry, it hid urd-er a clunp of ]antana and lr1rln joined. w to obse:rrre j.t frm aborrt
ar,ir€I1t-v f eet. -:

This bird::r:ns quick\y, f'lies li.ke a quail, EP l netre, fast forvrard., a.nd tlrotrs
straight dor.rn, {hen runs Like xnadt tlhe Spottetl Quail-thnrsh is a trrretty bird read'i\t
id.entified by the }cnrg errrred. r,irite eye stripe, eesily seen f,rom a d.ista^nce, hen
r-,riou,s cror,rn a.nd tteeplJ mottled. *uf,otts baok, p1r.s a very 1*rg drooping: ta.il wiih one
r*rite featner on each sid.e, naking this a ver:y ttistinctive bird. This is the first
time this bi::d has been seenr W org family. ' ,'

inothcr interesiina find during rv holidaVs p?s a neeting pair of Pacific Bazes . 
- 

t'

rwith.r,wo chj-cirs on Decenber, eLt. I acctamtly fornd, the location of the nest vtlen

oneo f t hepa ren t s f1ewac rogs the roa ,d .a t$1nesThonpeaged 'hone (s tenne rs t . ) f f i t h
:a green t\:tg. A clqser investigation shoned a neet, simila.r-in shape, size e'nd'
cmposition to a tidy croqs net vith the tno chicls, 9le alnost all dorvn but fairllr

larse in size and the other aknost fulJy feathered.. 3oth parents bro'u6:nt back cicacias'

to lhe chici.rs but the chicks d.id not beg in a.rty fclr but just sat anc the parent 5eve
the cicada to one or the other, qsqal\y the srnalLer bf the tvo.

Another visit a seek later showed the srnaller of the two chiclcs had gSovm most of

its feathers so that it wa,s ind.istinguishable from the old.er chick. h this visit the-

parents v,ere no'r, seen lnti} we treft the nest area stren se san one of the parents f1y

to 6le nes.b, apparently nree cautiou^s nos the ctricks wene old.er and. able to be }eft | '"

alone.

Gra.bam Corbin.

BF..D ]iOIES FF.G'; EMVEY &IY.

All yea^r: orr fanily has looked f orward,. to orr holidarv at HerYe$' 3qy f or variorls 
- V

, rea.sors. Fotr Phil and I itts a ehance to get to hcor nad.ers a.nd sea birds a6a.in.
' 

Th:is year on our very first visit to the beach in front of org flat in the heart
of Scarness, !!e were d.elighted. to see an Gp,rey eircling oTer USo

Tn fW we had to drive sweral niles to quieter lodations to find. Gpreys. This
year wetve courted /1 m sne occasion a,nd. bave been practically ilive-bonbed by one
while taicing our norning syim. I wish I wore ry gla.qses Eriruningl I 3nahrairry Kites
antl rilrite-brreasted Sea,-eagles aEe also veary cordoil and Wtlstling liite have been
sighted. twice.

A pair of Aus'r,ralian 1;iaepie-larks are nesting in fuI1 view of otr balcorqr and a
pair of ilutrneg iienr1.iki31s built a nest in a lnangd tree in orr bac$ard.. Itsrforturate\Yr
lhe tree llr,s chop::ed clonn wtren the nest was jnst nearing cmpletion.

As u,sual, after a 12 morths break, the yq{grs have provid"g gs with narry ictentiftqatlcF
riddles. Those lve have corrficlently identified are Pastern Goltlen PLoverr'Ivlongo1ia.n
Dotterel, Red-capped Dottenel, Eastern Crriew, 

-,lhimbrel, Gl9enreha.nk, Ear-tailed'
Godw:it ana inot. ,I" thitrk werve seen tattlers, but are rrrable to confirmll

Bee-eate=s in fLocis of 10 plug a.:re present on the ma,rgins of na.ngtrove and nud-flats

and Rainbov; Lorikeets ajr'e also present in large nunbers.

Ore sighting we f elt wa^s rather unusual sas a lqre female Red-w:inge4 Pas, of r seen

sitiint in a pine tree beeicle the beach at Burnn Heails, about tO lcn north-west of

Eervey tsay.

lue nLnee.
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.,1 ]i$tEl{Bm ffiD sn$tr.

I have recently been so ftrtimate as to obEerw e iafaftfo:icfi€f displry

sta6ed. by a paer of Ccruru f,oel. CEre .ctrased, the othec rltb'," irry l,oqll9 artl

roii"-"f"-ilst-naking a trenendous din. 0n this occesLdt the"ancsu naLe ca-ught
si,eht of qhat he thorUht to be a rinal for hin partner.. nayills e\T the flsrry
oi-iris mating instincis i.rr nindl, he ai.ned idngelf o e eolliaLo oourse tofiards
the inperti$A$ intrrriter. Sqreeti''g tbe otber bird to f4ltcsn Ir at tle *T=l-t
a fea.Lhery twaoil to imlness his nate, b.e accelmted, to $s top speed., and. then
cof Iid.ed..

$rfortrnrately I was occupiea at the tfure sf, this e*clting enEounter ancl nas ucable

to jnvestigBte the outcme. Anazingly the rriador ras rmlrobnt f@ is you may have

su:rtised., the bird. had attacked' its olur reflectf'm'

Soretine later 16r attatio was drasn to s@e sbrrrts close to the loeatisn of this

incid.ent. A gror4r of rpeeveesi were nobbing: *rat appeared to be the gromcled Koel.

lecid"ing to g,o to tfre rescue of a bird. that va.g obviorrs\y f,igbtilag aga.inst all the

odd^s, I f llsied the forlc belligprent a€i€fessorst. The rnale rns \yittg helplss r rirgB

askew and erid.errtly paravsed. an<[ these in frcnt of sv veqr elr€B t standing

resolutely with cnl feg fit:nly plarrterl on each side of h:in, the fe;laEle EoeI ms

fendi.g off alL-cdlersr

U

tr'IET,D N.[Y REP(RT - 1?.12.?8. - REDI'IOOD PANK.

:Fe the thlrd. successive year olr Deceqber ffl.eld trr*ip took uE to Eetlrood' Park.

\his large tese:nre, partly open eucaltr4pt forost and,9ertly,d.$sgcrub cLingin€: to

the esca.ipnent a.nd'aiong ihe-creeks, is vtrsited bI a nrnber'of e aL odtt times

,drring tfre year, but usr:a{y_fe cn\y a.n hour tr trc et a tflp. OIE field' trips
,t o*g1ri" rrs11ally al1ow 

" 
g*d\y nr.rnber of menbers to take a lcngrr look at several

a.spects of the paf,k W speneding a mortting in the qpp€r fcE*St tith an after-]urch
.investigaticna oi tne tften exciti4g area of vine-scnrb *ricb edJoil}s its Ea,stena
:bor.mda.:iy.

,j' fn previous years December lnoved. to be a good. rnmth fe ftniU-ag euckoo-shrikes

,i' n"ai*oa with both Cicad"abirtls antt Yellom-eyed. crckoo-sbi-kss d'eoanding our

:attention i-n contrast to the nar4p other species rihich flitted. c claabered abortb

:;;;;&l at best mty ha"1f-hid.aen rrcrn ulew,:ancl frose id.enttty needed to be

gfad.ually teased orrt.

.AIthoWb at least sevef,ir cLub rnenbers hare nor met with Redloodrs lorerful Otrl since
'it" 

f:i+t sigiltirg :in 1fl5 , that bird. has noyer leen gt hqne q a fieLil daV anil

.o""" re"i" ri 
"orrla 

do no nore than indicate his/her favorrite roost€'

,In this cEner of Redrrood *rere l{oiay Plttas, Fush trrkefs an'd other rainrfeest
'"p""i"" are fronr tirne to tine reccdeet the nitrralist ie wetl-adv:i.sed to greeed
:siealthig and orr this occasim our carlti'ats Frogressrallored. ell tnesett_to obsenre

for scme rnilutes an unaw€rre antl aceertlin€:ly urconcfuid' rqgp Pigeoa strolling aboub

,lir" 
""""r.-tort 

. so often alr crre sees of a Sqrga is a:.€r€trls'b reanr-enrdl disappearing:

l;;;;l; i"to tit" foliag:E; but this tine a1l lreoent lce a3.l,srcd' to take in the

iinest ietail of this bird.rs nbite forehmd, ntr"ite broklaoen and generalSy srnart
:dress-suit ph:rna€e. 

'

DLlJ Jsllv,.

Bar-shoutd.ered Dove
iion€a Pigect
Pale-heacl.ed RoseLla
ISt.-thro. Neeclletail '
Fork-tailed Svift
Ie.udring F'ookabu-a
Sacred I'"ingfishen

Gord.o Einn.

Slaok- f rocal Grlokm-glcLke
I.-€fed Grckoo-ohrthG
Gicadabf,ril
Ea.ste!:tl tello Sotll
Rufotls Sristld
G!€y SlEtke-tffib
I€aden Flycatcbe

(Emt/d.)
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Species tist --Redrggd Park --1?.12.79.

Rufous Fanta-il
Easiern rtdpbiril
l,{e:l . Failv-Tsren
iikr.it e-li'roweo Scnrbnren
Brown Thornbill
'r'rbit e-ttroat ed. lbeecreeper
trcwJ.nrs SoneSreater
Y ellon-faced iloneyeater',&ritr, €-Dap e d lloneYeat er
Brorrr Boneyeater .iq

(contl0.)

ScarLet Foeyeator
Spotted. Pardalote
Striated. Parda.lote
Silverqle
Red-tnrowed. Firetail
0live-backed Giole
Spangled. Eonep
Grey Butcherbird
Pied. Curaroqg
Tqnresian Crow.

-

Enu. 1.I.79. Cqrda.srlne. EI. trJ. C3'
Bl-a.ck:necked Stork. tL.Iz.7B. lfarlbehi€h. 1.I.79. Tonnsrllle. REI.
l la oie Goose. 1.I.79. Townsvil le. REItr.
,Iarrderins ilriEtlin*cluck. j.L.79.- Tomsville. RIE.
-:l-u'ned. ''r'lnistling-d.uck. 

1O.L2.78. rtRingmere", lTithcott. BI. WJ. RGH.
two chicb| zt.tz,7ai stermen st. Gc. JEc.

i3ro1-a. i . I .79. Torv:nsvi1le. REItr.
Red-taile4 31ack Cockatoo. 28.L2.78. Stenner St. GC.
.l i t i le Corel la. , . I . '19. Condamine.. HI. tYJ. C3.'3W. MW.
Charurel-billed. Cuckop. 9.1,2.79. tRitr€pere", ifithcott. EI. YfJ.
Sineins Su.shlark. t/28.I2.78, Shoreland^s Drive, Withcott. AH.S.
P.ed. rfattlebi-'d. 7.I:19. Picnic Point. Il{.

CB: Chris Sianch-i. GC: Grahan Coabirr. JEC: Jim Corbin. RGH: Rod ilobson.
REi: Ron Hopkinsorr. HI: Eileenr JoI\r. r'{J: SiIt Jolly. DN: }avitl New1and,s.
AitS: Anne Shee. BS: Brough Wa.men. MW: Isargaret llia.Een,

Edi;ors norr,es Members bird. notes this nonth reflects the fa,ct that this is the
holiday period. and. sone mernbers are still awatrr. Hopef'r.I1y, ne:rt month will see a
selecticrn fron a1l parts of the cor.urtry.

FIEI,D IAY FCR JAI{UARY.

Dat e: Sr:nd.ay . 2lst- Januaqr . 19-/q.

I-iEitsaqS' SIBD NCtrES.

Leader: Roo. Ilobson. AssenbJy Point:

Pface: Goonbr:rra.

Pigottts Cai Park. Tine: 8r'p'-i.m.

i
I

, i

PIEIICAT I-CiI';S JiICETUED.

Habitat, 1Fo1. 5. No. 5. (t'tagpzine

.{r:rruaI Report 1977 /78, -4,u^stralian
i^iewsletter. VoI. 10. Nos. 10 & 11.

q.O.S.  -1ens1et ter ,  Vol .  9 .  No.  9.

of the Australian
. Conselrvation Fcn#frrr).

C ons errration Fowrdation.
Aus'u. Cons orvation Forxrdation;

September, 1978.
' 

i]rinbima. VoI. L2. No. 11. November, 1f18.

The Bird Observer. No, 56r/65. December, 1!J8. Janury, L/19.,

The Darling Dowts Natrralirct. Vo1. I. No. 2. Septanba, Iff.8.

ligti I':I'{3BS. -

Tire club is pleased to relccnne thii foltouirrg new !0€mbsa3

Victor l',[cNamara & fani\y' P.0. 3ox ]0, Jand'ofee.

i,lathuen llega#, "Arubi.aln, via Condamine, 4416.

ooe ,0OO ooo
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13IRD AN}IT]AI BIRD CENSUS . TOOT.I@MBA BIRD CLT'B - 22.10.78.

Ttre ar66 over ohlch the Tootloornba Blrd Clubrs ThLrd Anuual Bird Cengus was
cooducted $as, as on the occasion of our L977 2nd Amual Oensus, thet
contal.ned nithin the tuo l0 mloute bloeks on either slde of the line of
152 degrees East longltude as it passes alougslde Toolvoooba. A detalled
descrlpt lon of these blocks Ls to be for:ad in T.B.C. Nerrs-sheet No. 24,
December 1.977. In the follou1ng breakdoso of specles obsenred the Westero,
upr:rnge block ls denoted "Utt, and the Eastem, domrange block ls deooted "Drr.

The census thus encoryassed two blocks of equal ara lyLng adjaceot to each
other on the same llre of latituCe, but for the nost part somewhat dlffereot
ln character by vlrtue of theLr separation by the Toosoooba Range.

Agaln this year, the Census was conducted over 20 seetors (T.8.C. Nerrs-sheet
No.  22  -  October r  1977,  T .8 .C.  News-sheet  No.  33  -  Septeder  1978) .  No
atteDpt was -ade to lncrease our coverage this year but Lustead to replicate
as far as possible the study shlch se undertook on tbe 1977 census.

Ttre accorupanylng stattrstlcs w111 shov that having put approxlnately the saoe
ntober of partlclpants into the eaoq sectors for approxinately the satte
perlod of tine as we dld last year, the nuobers of specLee and indlvldual
blrds recorded was ln fact very close to our prevl-or.rs fladlngs. In order to
reduce varlables stlll further, lt le proposed to provLde a set of gul.delines
ln respect of each sector in order to ensure that the aoouut of tlme gpent in
varlous habltats and at particular locations r,'tthln a sector rercLns
approxlnately constant fron year to year.

It ls stlll too early ln the hlstory of the Toonoonba Bird Club Anaual Blrd
Census to endeavour to draw cooparisons between the records ue have obtalned
thus far. For exanple, uhereas in 1977, 27 specl.es sere recorded which hed
Dot been noted on Ehe day of the 1976 ceasus, there are 19 species recorded
for  1978 nh lch  d ld  no t  appear  in  1977,  ye t  the  toca l  o f  5011 lnd lv idua l  b l rds
of 128 specles observed on the day is renarkably close to the 1977 f lgures
of 5947 and 130. Clearly lre need inforoation from several uore years before
we can overlay our annual results !n order to ldenrify any nonDs. As a
further exanple - having nade the cor@ent last year that sightings of rrater
blrds were unlformly lower than ln 1976, we find that thiq year they are
conslderably lower agaln.
llas 1975 a t'goodtt yeat? Was 1978 a ttbadtt year? Such assuuptioas caonot be
nade frou only three sets of f lgures.

Ooe feature whlch nay validly be cornmented upoo at thls stage ls the
proportion of introduced species present ln the up-taoge block, rrhlch Lncludes
Too\rooloba Clty. lJtrereas the. five Lntroducedjspecieg Feral Plgeon, Spotted
Turtle-Dove, House Sparrow, Cormon Starllng and Comn l{yoah represent less
than five percent of the specles observed, they none the less account for 422
of the lodlvidual blrds recorded. By couparison lntroduced species provide
for only twelve percent of che dorm-range sightiags (less than four perceot
of specles). Thls relatlonshlp (I hesltate to use the rlord balance) betueen
natlve and lntroduced species w1.11 bear watching la future ceffruses.

Sincere tbanks are exteoded to the 34 partlcipants tristed below for thelr
valuable contrlbutlons on the 22nd October, 1978 vhlch, coobiaed, allot us to
present the substaatlal quaotity of lDfofiDatlon whj.ch follows.'

l -

Partlcipants: -

. 
BTI-7. JOLLY.

Lestey Ball, MargofBertbtE, Peter Bostock, John Cooao,
Grahao Corbln, Jane Corbin, Jin Oorbfa., Coranne Dolley,
ilick Do1ley, PhLlllp Elnes, Sue Elues, John hrff, Ed. Dtery,
Ron Hopkinson, llar1lyn Jacobs, Bill Jolly, ELleen JoLLy,
Barry Kenway, Neil l{cKllligan, B11l l{cKeuzie, Rlchard Mann,
Sue l{ann; }rvl.d New}ands, A1'wyn Porrell, Sandy Potthger,
Ellzabeth Russell, lfike Russell, Anne Shore, John Shore,
Vera Slnon, l.lark Sterart, Brough lfarrea, Margaret lfarren,
Jan Veacock. -



LIST OF SPESIES AI{D NI'MBEfiS @SER'IIED.

U .  D .  T . T .D .u.
'Aust. Grebe
Xlarter

..Pned Coruoraot

.E{-ttle B. coroorant
Ltttle P. CorEroret
Whlte-faced Eeron
Sacred lbls
byal Spoonbtll
Plurned WhLst,-Drck
Faclfic Black Duck
Grey Teal
Maaed Duck
B1. -Sh.  K i te
Paclf lc Baza
Ifbist l lng Klte
l{edge-talled Eagle
Brocn Falcon
Aust. Kestrel
Stubble Quall
Dusky Moorhea
Purple Srtaaphen
Euraslan Coot
Coinb-cr. Jacana
l.laslced Laprlng
Baoded Lapntog
81.  f r .  P lover
Lathaurs Snlpe
lftrlte-headed Plgeoo
Feral Plgeoa
Spotted Turt le-Dove
Br. Cuckoo-Dove
PeacefuJ. Dove
Bar-shouldered Dove
Euerald Dove
Comon Bronzerrlng
Cresced Plgeoc
Galah
Sulphur-cres ted Cockatoo
Raiaborr lorikeet
Scaly-breasted LorLkeet
Lit t le Lorlkeet
Australlao King Parrot
Cockatiel
Pale-headed Rosella
Red-ruryed Parrot
Orieutal Cuckoo
Fan-tailed Cuckoo
Shluing Bronze-Cuckoo
Comoo Koel
Channel-bil1ed Cuckoo
Pheesant Coucal
Laughiag l(ookaburra
Sac-red Kingfisher
Ralnbow Bee-eater
bl larblrd

. Singlng Bushlark
t tJhite-backed Swallov

I{elcome Swallow
FsLry Martln
Rlchardrs Pipit
Black-f aced Cuckoo-Shrlke
Y.-eyed Cuckoo Shr.
Rose Robia
Eastern Yellow Robtn

L7 Jachy lllrrter
2 Goldeu llhistlet
I ftiftrus l{hl.stler
I Grg$hrike-thrush
3 Black*f. ltbrarch

18 Spec. Honarch
7 Leaden Flycaecher
I Rufous Fantail -:
4 Grey Fantall

49 W1111e liagtalJ.
20 Easterir }lhipbtrd
42 Grey-cro*ced Babbl-er
11 Clanorous Reed-I.larb1er
3 Tawny Grassbird
1 GoLden-headed Clsticola
3 Rufous Songlark
I Brown Sooglark

35 Sup. Fa1,ry-wren
2 Var. Fairy-wren
I Red-b. Falry-wren

3i l{hite'broeed Scrubwreo
43 Speckled Warbler

4 l . lh"-rh. Gerygone
24 Browq ThorflbLll

5 Y-ruuped Thornb1l1
9 Yellov Thorobill
5 Str laced lhornbi l l
I  Var .  S t t te l la

Z9l White-throat.ed Treecreeper
6 Red t latr lebird
7 Str iped Honeyeater
5 Notsy Frtarbird

52 Llt t le Friarblrd
I Elue-faced lloneyeater
5 Noisy Hiner

57 Lerrlots Honeyeater
236 Yellorrfaced Eooeyeater

I White-throated Honeyeatser
5 Brown Eoneyeater

tO9 Eastern Spinebill
ll Scarlet Eon.eyeater

5 l{ ist letoebird
155 Spotted Pardalote
83 Str iated Pardalote
22 S l lvereye '

I Eouse Sparrow
5 Red-browed Firetail
1 Zebra. Finch

17 Double-barred Finch
'6 Ptueheaded Flnch
7 Chestnut-br. t{anoi}in

83 Comon Starling
38 e6rnrmsn ltyr-rah
36 Olive-backed Orlole
29 Flgbird

I Satin Bowerbird
L2 

' .. Regent Bowerbird
98 Aust. Magpie-lark
54 Grey Butcherblrd
11 Pied Butcherblrd

124 Australlan l{agple
I Pted Currawong
I Auetralian Raveo

15 Torrestan Crov

4 1 5
4 - 4
E 2 l 0
5 - 5
6 - 6
1 - l
t - l
7 - 7
1 - 1
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