Crgeen JAauc;y

NEVS-SHEET No. 4 — JANUARY, 1976.

Firstly, thanks are duve to Betty Temple Watts and Colin Kent respectively for the

© T wek~shouldered kite and the acconpanying lettering above, Members will surely
v ~ee that they have together produced a fine letterheading of which the elub may
be proud. : h

Several new birds-have shown themselves in the Withcolt area since Alan & Sylvia
Graham moved down the range, and a few also from Flagstone Creek Road where Rod &
Kerrie Hobson have been doing some watching recently, As a result of activity in

these vicinities our Toowoomba list now stands at 146 species, These are both areas
where we are arrahging future club outings,

Alan & Sylvia are at present in North Queensland and reports have been reaching us
of sunbirds and cassowaries, Perhaps we can look forward to an interesting item from
them for our next news-sheet,

Thankyou to members far consideration of the crow/raven question. Paul Green has

kindly picked up a few feathers which have been passed on to Rod Hobson, Others

bave their eyes on a possible stronghold for local ravens and are hoping to come.

up with a tape~recording for our mutual consideration., The matter is also being taken

up with the Brisbane Museum and we hope to be adle to report on their understanding
.77 Yocal distribution of thess birds, ’

Incidentally ths new R.A.0.U. Checklists have now been published and we find that

the bird we have been referring to as Australian crow is now to be considered the
Torresian crow, These new publications must be regarded as superceding the C.S.I.R.0.
Index which the club had hitherto taken as the model for nomenclature both scientific
and vernacular, but at least we may now be fairly certain that we have a work of
reference upon which we may depend for at least the next twenty years (hopefully).

If members would care to tring their field guides to the February 9th club meeting
we shall be able to jointly notate the numerous changes . made, including the lumping

. together of several aspecies which while showing geographical sepsration and now
considered not to have sepprate standing (e.g. the sittellas),

Our secretary has written to the R.A.0.U., offering them owr recards and owr services .
in eomnection with their proposed atlas of Australian birds. More details at the Feb.
nmeeting, '

Acting Editor.
(G Editor has been temporarily indisposed
but expects to be with us again by next month).

NEW _TOOWOOMBA BIRDS.

)39 Brush turkey (Alectura lathami). 7.12.75. Mr. Spring Biuff, Chris Bianchi & Bill'Jolly.
) One good looking almost black bird with bright red and yellow neck,
strolling around clese to the Murphys Creek Road grunting gently to
: himself, . : TR ;
,40 Mhite-throated nightjar.(Ewtostopedus mystacalis), 13.12,75. Flagstone Creek., Rod &
Kerrie Hobaon, Hawking at’ dusk this falcon~like nightjar showed only

srall gpots on the primaries, separating it from the spotted and whitee
: taile_d nightjars. .




KER ROOWOCRBA RIRDS {(cont/d).

If.“' Agre kKingfisher {iloyons azm:ea,) 13,12 ‘75. Flagatore Creek. Rod & Xerrie Hobson.
Urmistakeable small kingfisher identified Uy his deep blue upperparts ang
hiz rich rufous underparis.

140 Beush ouckoo {Cacomantis variolosus). 26. 12,75, Withcott, Alan & Sylvia Grahan. Small
“brownish cuckoo, unbarred and uniform. belcw, Fats) yellow around the ef:,'m

43 Rufous songlarlk (Cinclorhamphus mathewsi). 1.1.76. Withcott. Bileen & Bill Jolly. Paler
than the brom sanglark, with a distinctive rufous rump and a less hawrsh
more liguid songe

i

|44 Czestad havk {Aviceds subr«rlstata) 4o1. 76 Flagstone Creek. Rod & Kerrie Hobs 1.

Ma’rw:e. bird showing crest and compicuoqs ba:zmg beneath, being harassed
by noisy miners,

]!1!5 Restless flycabcher (Myiagra inguieta). 10.1.76. Wlth"ott Rod Hobson & Bill Jol);,.

All vhite wnderpartd, no white eyestnpe, gloosy black head. Distinctive
haxsh grinding call.

JH Striped honeyeater (Flectorhyncha lanceolata). 14, 1.76. Withcott. Eileen & Bill Jolly.
Showing boldly streaked black and white head, <

MEMBERS'! RIRD . HOTES,

o

Halla.rc’iﬁS 12,15, Flagstone Creelk. Rod & Kerrie Hobscn. A fine drake keeping compary

with several black duck. ~

Wmtmwmged trillex. 9.12.75. Tlthco’c'k. Eileen & Bill Jo]ly Several. recent local bit ‘= )

Fellid cuckoge T.12.75. Murphy's Creek,. Chris Bianchi & Bill Jolly, ~

Ca'tt g egrets T.12.75, Lake Glarendon. Numea.o..s nembers saw numerous cattle ecgrets in

treeding plumage, .

White-heoded plgedn. 10.12,75. Baat Street, T‘m‘r.a. Alan G:caha.m

Little Wottlebird, 13.12.75. Flagstone Cr.eer., Rod Hobson, ’ " B

Austraiian nratincole. 20,12.75.. Jimbour, Rod & Kerrie Hobson, Eileen & Bill Jolly. g
(Refexr Ao iitem below by Rod Hobson). o

Tawny erassbind, 28.32.75« .rlagstone Crcek, Rod & Kerrie Hobson. (Only Just outside
our 10km area).

ﬁiorsheld Feonze cuckoo. 31. 12.75.. Withcott. BIill Jolly. ;

”L:Lt"ln falcon., End December 1975. Pittsworth. John & Ruth Wa.lter. (S;Lttlng on the
back fénce and then battling with a pair of pied butcherbirds). B

Black bittern. 4.1.76. Flagstone Creek. Rod & Kerrie Hobson.

Paradise o viflebird. 4.1,76. Ravensbourne. Marilyn Jacobs and Dianne szqen.

No:.w‘z' pitta.4.1.76, Ravensbourne. Marilyn Jacobs, .

Superd blue wren. 1ll.1.76. Oakey. Steve Temple Watts. At least four wrens in an area
on Stevels property where they had not been seen before and where thexe is
only low grass, no other cover whatsoever,

Sacred kingfisher. 16.1.76. Cecil Street, T'mba. Kath & David Blackbmm. Very much j
an Inner-City récord for this blrd.

Iittle thornbill, 16, 1.75, Oakey. Steve Temple Wauts Again a first for Steve's
property giving cause for optinism as to what might eventually tumrm up.

¥hite pyoay goose. 18, 1.76. Iiyers Lagoon. Rod & Kerrie Hobson. A female bird with
six accempanying ducklings, (Does this evidence of breeding by an uncommon
bird strengthen the case for protection of this avrea from intrusion by
beats "and waler~skiers? Rod Hobson). .

Squatter pigeon. 19.1.76. Withecott, Bill Jolly,

.

¥.B. More birds have been seen by individual members this month which regquire to be
verified before being admitted to owe list, They are Horsfield bronze cuckoo and
sguatter pigeon to which we may addthe pxnnom Tonthls unconfirmed, smghtln,@ of
ErEng R Engd” colla:red spa.r“owhawx.

————
———— e

CROWS AND/CR RAVEIS.

T asked members at our November meeting if they would consider the question "In our
area Go we have only Australian crows (corvus orru), only Australian ravens (ecrvus
co;ronoi&es), or both?? We triefly discussed some of the aspecis of identification
which I am now setiing out for memberst® further consideraticn. To the best of my
knowledge the extent of the Avstralian ravents distribubtion in ocur area has not been
placed on record aad X should like again to ask cach and evory member o gather any
evidence which comes his or hey wey and to pass it on Yo Rod Hobson who as our
Recerds Officer will be conmolidating whatever information we are able to accumlate.

(oont/a),




e
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CROWS AND/R RAVENS (cont/d}.

DNifference between the two species may be identified in the following areas:

Corvus_orry (Australian crow) Corvus coronoides (Aust. ravan)
Base of . A
feathersee» grey coe white
Throat short (21-32mn), conspicuous, long
hackleSeeoo unspecialised. cor (41~59mm), lanceolate. .
(Refer pp 82/83 of Slater's Passerine Field Guide)
- . Bawewts Cave : CREWS O
Calloeeoons azh,ash,aah, asasaahh, ces [asal, hign-pitched,
(with 2 terminal long j&——— staccato, .
drawn-out gargle). h=oheoh~oh~oh.,

The following distribution map of the Atstralian raven was produced by Ian
Rowley and published in The Emu,<Vol 69, P 3, October,1969.

50
Fia 1. - Distnibution of the Australian Raven, Corvis coronoides. Th
numbers refer to localities where th ies gdes- ggine,
Northern Territory . — iere the species has beca collected in the
1. == Brunette Downs - . o

2. 2= Nicholson River
3. =z Andado Station,
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Rill Jolly.

THE AUSTRALIAN PRATINCOLE (COURSER) AT JINBOUR.

The morning of 20th Decomber 1975 arrived, heralded in by heavy, widespread rains
such as had been the case for several days previous. Around Jimbour they had
received heavy rain the day hefore and there appeared no indication of it
abating on the 20th December, this being the day Bill Jolly and ryself, families
alsc consenting, had set aside to travel in search of the Auwstralian Pratincole,
Stiltia isabella,., Steve Temple Watts had heard of their prescnce in that area, s0
we decided, despite the appalling weather conditions, to set out in search of .
these birds. .

Portunately we did so, for having reached the prescribed ares ‘without mishap we
were lucky enough to encounter owr quarry. Along a black soil frack three birds
were ohserved standing in 2 rain filled derression in the road. On fosusing ’
binoculars they were observed to everyone's delight to be Australian Pratinccles.
Our goal had been achieved. Later in the dey we were again fortunate enough to
dicover enother four specimens, one being a perfect bird with ideal body colour-

ations,
(cont/d).
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THE AWSTRALIAN PRATINGOLE ( COWRSER ) AT JTMBOUR (cort/a).

" The Australian Pratincolec belongs to the family Glareclidae and along with the
(rilental Pratincole, Glareola mratincola, a non=breeding wvisitor, comstitutes the

gum total of this family's representatives in Australia, There sre seven species of
pratincole ranging videly over the 0ld World and all have long pointed wings and a
deeply forked tail. A1l that is, except the bixd in question. Although it has the long
pointed wings, it lacke the deeply forked tail, In fact the Australian Pratincole hes
a short, square tail,

The family Glareolidae is separated into two well defined sub~-fanilies, Pratincoles
and Couwrsers, except for Stiltia isabella which has features common to both sub~
families. For present purposes it has been lefi with the pratincoles and placed in
a seperate genus, Stiltia,

Without delving too deeply into descriptions (they are well described by Macdonald &
Slater) the more conspicuous featwros noted by us were the long pointed wings, which
when folded extended well beyond the tail tip. The upperparts were nankeen and- we

were struck by the near resemblarzce in colour dersally, to the Nankeen Kestrel, Falco
cenchroides. Indeed cne could *e forgiven far confusing the two birds in flight were
it not for the Auvstralian Pratircriols bold white rmp. The reddish, black tipped bill
was also predominant.

The Australian Pratincole breeds izom October to January, lining a depression in the
ground with sticks and small pebblos. Two eggs are usuvally laid, being pinkish~brown
mottled with grey and darker browi. The birds in question were believed to have been
resting in the area where they were sighted. 3

37

Stiltia isabella often kecus compreyy with the Oriental Pratincole and the Ausiralian
Dotterel, Peltohyas australis, but despite owr diligent search for these other species
neither were sighted. The only other bird we obscrved utilising {the same habitat type
was the beautiful Banded Plover, Vanellus tricolor.

Rod Hoboon,

DECEMBER OUTING.

Our outing to Oakey had to be cancelled owing to the weather, but Steve Temple Watts
is plamning to take us there in the near futwre.

MERTING FOR PEARUARY, 1976.

Monday, 9th February,l976.~ 7..30 p.m; at 22, Isabel Street, Toowoomba. (Vera. Simon's
home), Marilyn Jacobs will be showing some of her first-class bird slides
and the new R.A.0,U, Checklists will be available for members? perusal,

OUPING FOR FEDRUARY, 1976. - .
Sunday, 15th Petrvary, 1976. Flagstone Creek, . j
Meet at 9.00 a.m. at the corner of Stenner and Mackenzie, Streets, Toowoomba.,

(Expect channel-billed cuckoos, several apeciés of finch, multifaricus small birds,
Plus one or two exciting possibilities we'd better not promise).

NEW MEMBERS, .

The cliub is pleased to welcome the following new membersi—

2

Rey Trevett, 41, Leysyring Road, LONDON, E.11,

A SUNMARY OF MEMBERS® SIGHTINGS IN TOOWOOMRA DURING

L DECEMBER 1975 IS ATFACHED,

CLUB_CFFICERS 1~

President = Bill Jolly, (Temporary address: ¢/o Alan Grahan, 2s below).,

Secretary/Treasvrer ~ Alan Graham, "Naliandrah, Stanley Park, Withcott,
M,3. 224, Helidon, 4344. (30.3138)

Bditor ~ Steve Termple Wetts, M.S. 918,.Toowoomba, {91.1616)
Records Qfficer/iibrarian - Rod Roboon, 8, Sir Streaet, Toowoomba,

202 000 000

o



TOOWOOMBA~BASED CHECKLIST,

ete.. 255 AL
Location: fL);oo..lntqn.unt;

B sseceomiICBOSLS

C tessoRbGOsnOBEY

A B|C
Aust, pelican | - Totus bird
Darter [ Spur-w. plover J
Black cormorant Banded plover /
Little bl. cormorant J Red-kneed dotiorel
Pied corncrant Hed~ceppad dotieral
Little p. cormoran N Bl, fr. dottercl
Thite-headed stilt
Little grebe
Hoary-headed grebe Womnoo pigeon
Greal crested grebe Poplcnot pigeon
White-toaded plgcon v
White-necked heron J/ Domegtic pigeon i
Vhite-faced heron v Brown prgeon i
Cattile egred Spotted turtle-dove
vhite egret Par-she. dove v
Little cgred Peaceful dove Vi
Plumed egret Green—ringsd Digeon
Hankeen night heron Common _trolzewing
LittIe biftemm Crested pigeon J
Jabiru
Wuite ibis ._.." Rainbow lorikeet
Straw-nccked ibis o Scaly-br. lorikset /
Glossy ibis HMusk leoeikeet "
Royal spocnbiil i Little iorikect S
Yellow=billed sploill ¥.-%. black coclatoo
; Glossy wl. cockatoo
Grass whist. duck R.-t. bizck cockatoo
Black swan Sulph,cr, cockaioo i
Black duck -/ Galsh Y
Grey toal Cockatiel i
Chestnut teal King paxrrot J/
Pink-eared duck Crimson rosella v
White—-oved duck : Faster= rogella
Vood duck 74 Polc~ie rosella J
) 3 % Reod~-r. marrol /
Black-sh, kite o)
Crested havk Oriental cuckoo
Hhistling eagle Pallid cuckoo . 3
Grey goshawl Brush _cuckoo 7
Auvst. goshawk sn-tziled cuckoo
Coll, sparrow=hawik : Hors . bronze Cuckoo Vi i
Wedse—tailed eagle . * | Gold., bronze cuckoo
Vhite-br, cea-cemle Koel v
Spovted harrisr Ch, bililed cuckoo v
Svomp harrier Pheasant coucal v
Ocorey
Black falcon Powerfuwl owl
Peregrine falson Porling owl 7
Little falcon Booboox owl /.
Nanioen Kestrel 7 Barn owl
Broyn hawk
Tayny Lrogmouth v
Brush turkoy o7 Oxlct mightjay
{h. thorost. nigntjan /
tubble gquail
Trovn quail Spe-tziled swift J
King quail Forlk—tailed swiit :
Painted quail Amure idn v !
Little guail L. ko VAl |
] N
Dxolge 0T VR l
Panded landrail Rainbow bee-eatler Lo {
Tusky moorhon > i Dolizz pird / I
Swamphen P i v I !
Coot ] I . i :




(@

Noisy pitta

Th.-~headed sittella

Singing bushlark

Brown tree-creepex

Vin.-thr, tree-craesper

Yhe~backed swalloy

Vi

Red~br, tree-creaper

Yelcome swalloy

Tree martin

Fairy mextin

Mistletoe bird

Spotted vardalote

RBlack~h. pordalote

&‘:\<\

Aust, pipit

Gr. cuckoo-shriXke

ik,

Bl.-f, cuckoo=ghe

V4

Lit. cuckoo-shrike

Cicada bird

Wh,-winged triller

Gr.~br. silversve

~

Brovn honeveater

Scarlet honeyeater

Lewin honeyeatar

v/

Y.~faced honeyeaier

Varied triller

<N

{h.—eared honeyestar

Y.~tufted honoyeater

Augt. ground thrush

Grey-~cr., babbler

G.~h. fan., warblier

Tawny grassiird

Reed warbler

Brown songlark

Rufous songlark

Supert blue wren

Variegated wren

Red-bacled wre

Vh., thr. warbler

Browm warbler

Weebill

Striated thornbill

Little thornbill

Brown thornbill

Buff-r, thornbill

Yellow—x, thornbill

Whe~br, scrub-wren

NNENE S

Yellow-th. scrub-wren

Large-b, scrub~uren

Speckled warblenr

C\

Jacky winter

vV

Vh.-naped honey:

Blue~-f. honeveatem

Little friexrbirad

Neisy friarbird

Striped honcveater

Bastern spincebill

Noisy miner

Spiny-ch. honeyeater
S

Little vatlle-bira

Red yattla-bird

Red~browed finch

Banded finch

Zebra finsh

Plum-headed finch

Cheatout=br. finch

Heouse sparrow o
Stariing W/
Indian rymnah W

0live-backed oricle

Southeon fighird

Srangled drongo

Rose robin

S. vellow raobin

Grey fantail

Rufous fantail

Willie wagtail

Leaden flycatcher

Satin flveatchier

Restless flvcatcher

Bl.-faced flycatcher

Crey butcher

a

uie lark

Yh,=breasted wood-sw.

lizaked wood~swaliow

Write-browed wood=sw.

Black-faced woud—si,.

Dusly wood~gwalliow

B

Pled currewons

Pied butcher-bird

SNES

a

Spec. flycatcher

Golden *:igtler

Rifoug whistler

Grey shrike-thrush

Shrile~tit

Bastern whivbird

Rlack~backed magpie

NS

Legent bower-"ird

n bower-

Avstralian raven

hralian cron




