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By nor you ane awane that Ron Hopkinson is no longer editor of this news-
sheet. Ron held the position since October 1976 but as stated last month
must no'r  g ive i t  t ry.  Dur ing.his per iod in of f ice he maintained a high
standard for the news-sheet ensuring enjqynent and en'l ightennpnt fo 

-all

readers.

I feel it is only appropriatc that it be in tl is news-sheet that we say
"thank you" to Ron for a'l l  his f ire work in the past, and that we hope to
continue to see him at future outings.

I hope in future to maintain the standard set by Ron md would point out
that success of this news-sheet depends on suppbrt giwn by you', the nenbers
o f  th is  C lub .

Fg1_those of  you who harc t r ied unsuccessful ly to contact  Bi l l  Jol ' ly  recent ly,
Bi l l  is  no longer at  Ringmsne. He is in t ie process of  re locat ing and as
yet is incqnmunicado.

As yet very l itt le use has been made of the elub l ibrary. Periodicals
regular ly received by the Club are:

The Darl ing Dmns Natural ist
Urimbi rra
The Bird Sserver
Q.0.S. Newslet ter
Sunbi rd
ECoS
Bi rds.

In future I  wi l l  be br inging issues of  each per iodical  for  the current
and preceding year m field trips. 0n these occasions renbers may borrov
crie or two issrns for a noninal period of one month.

be revi ewed.

J.  Gregor,
Edi  tor .

After a trial period these arrangerEnts wil l
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RARE BIRDS SEARCH.

Al l  mmbers of  th is Club aye no doubt aware of ,  t ' f  not  act ively involved
in,  the product ion of  the MOU At las of  Austral ian Birds.

tlhat you may not be crare of is that.during 1980 and 1981 the RA0U is
mo1nting a special canpatgn to determirc the distribution and abundance
of 45 oi  Austral ia 's rarest  b i rds.  ln t l r is  i t  is  seeking the help of  a l l
Austral ian bird watchers.

Any information which you harre m the relevant species (l isted belou,)
should be sent to:

Headquaters of t lre Royal Australian
Orn i tho log is ts  Un ion ,

21 Gladstone Street,
&'oonee Pmds,
Victor ia,  3039.

Erren unconfirmed sightings arc of use and the following is given as a
guide to the type of informatim sought.

1. Description of adults and young.

2,  Exact local i ty,  gr id reference i f  poas{ble '

3 .  Date  o f  s igh t ing(s ) .

4.  Descr ipt ion of  habi tat  -  vegetat ion,  including i ts condi t ion'
landfonn etc.

Recent weather.

Nunber of birds seen.

Breeding informat ion:  t iming; nest s i te and descr ipt ion;
incubat ion per iod;  nunber of  eggs and young; success.

Behaviour:  feeding behaviour,  food taken'  d isp' lays,
interaction with other birds of the sane or different
spec ies ,  p redat ion ,  paras i t i sm,  soc ia ' l  g roup ing  (s ing le ,
pa i rs ,  f locks) ,  ca l l s .  In  o ther  words ,  any th ing  you
observe the birds doing.

9. Ho,t you fornd tlrem: any special techniques used.

RELEVAIIT SPECIES

Extremly Rare.

2?3 Red Goshawk erytnrctriorchjs radiatus
016 Buff-breasted Buttor-quai 1 rurnix otivei
020 Plains-wanderer Pedjoromus torq'uatus
26L Double-eyed Fi g-Parrot Psittaqtlirostris diophthalna coxeni

(race on NSW/Qrcenslard border)
Night Parrot @opsittacus oceidentalis
Paradi se parrot Psephotus pu-lcherriraus
Marbled Fiogrmouth Pd.arg:gs oeTLatus pr"mifents (race qr NSW/
Queensl and border)

442 I'iorther,n Scrub-robin ongrlrlires supercifiaris colcToughi (race on
Roper  R iver ,  N .T . )

5?l Ru?ous Bristelbird aasyorris broadberzti Titoraris (race in south-
weste rn l.|.A. )

660 Blne-faced Finch Engthrura triehroa

5 .

6 .

7 .

8 .

3t2
299
314

(  con t '  d)
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Rarc.

236 Grey Falcoll Fafco hgpoTeucos
017 Black-breasted But ton-quai1 Tuznix  neJarzogxter
263 Palm Cockatoo Propeciger aterrjmus
265 Glossy Black Cockatoo calgptorhsnchus tathami
275 Eclectus Parrot Ecl-ectus roratus
279 Alexandra's Pamot PoJgteTis al-exandrae
303 Scarlet-chested Parrot Neophema spJendida
353 Red-be' l l ied Pitta pitta ersthrogaster
442 Northern Scrub-robin orgnodes s. superciTiarjs (race on Cape

York ,  Q ld .  )
416 Crested Shrike-t i t  raJ-cunculus frontatus whitei (race in north-

western Austra l ' ia)
440 Nu'l l  arbor Quai 1-thrush cincJ.osoma afisteri
518 Black Gra:-,r;ren tungtornis housei
516 White-throated Grasswren Amgtornis woo&,rardi
577 Carpentarian Grasswnen Arltgtomis dorotlzeae

i 87I Grey Grasswren Atrrytornis barbatus\? 
468 Chestnut-breasted Whiteface ApheTocephaTa pectoraJ-is
604 Green-backed Honeyeater GJgcichaera fa77ax
599 Gr-ey Honeyeater conogrcphiTa whitei
451 Yellov Chat apathianura crocea
688 Magni f icent  Ri f leb i rd pt iTor is  masni f icus

Becoming Rare.

300 Golden-shouldered Parrot psephotus chrgsophterggius
301 Hooded Parrot. Psephotus dissimifis
390 White-brqved Robin P@citodrgas superciTiosa cerviniventris

(buf f -s ided race in  nor th-western Austra ' l ia)
542 Purple-crowned Fairy-wren rrfaLurus caranatus
512 Thick-bi l led Grasswr€n Amstornis textjJjs
603 Regent Honeyeater xanthdngza phrggia
667 Blick-throated Finch PoephiTa cincta cincta (white-rumped

southern race)
658 Yellw-runped Mannikjn aoncftura f laviprgmna
670 Gou'ldian Finch zzytnrura gouldiae

Crypti c.

047 Chestnut Rai I gurabeornis castaneoventris
052 l.lhite-browed Crake Polioritmas cinereus
247 Rufous O^tl rinox rufa
250 Masked Owl rtlto novaehotrandiae (mainland forms only)
252 Eastern Grass Ow"l Tgto Tongretpbxis
253 Sooty 0lvn rgto tenebricosa
314 Marbled Frognrouth podargas oceTlatus marmoratus (race on Cape

York ,  Queens land ) .

Qnly  two of  these species ( j .e .  the Red Goshawk and the Glossy Black Cockatoo)
have been recorded in the Toovoomba area.

RARE BIRDS SEARCH (cont 'd ) .
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BUSH THIcK-KNEE AT PTNJARM HTLLS. (arrt#aw 51a^(- er-lr-)

!9.19"9 del ighted when we observed for the f i rst  t ime, a pair  of  Bush
Thick-knee in the paddock opposi te our loungeroom window. '  This was on lgth
0ctober '  1979. We had heard them cal l ing f requent ' ly  but had been unable
to locate them. From that day on we'looked for their everyday in the same
area'  and were on' ly occas. ional ]y disappointed. The paddolk is covered in
smal l  s lp l  jngs ,  t rees .and lgg  gr . rs ,  w i th  a reas  c ropped c lose  by  the
horse which occupies i t .  Al though i t  is  c lose to sevbral  houses-,  i t  is
rarely v is i ted by humans.

During thg day the birds moved around or. .sat  quiet ly,  preening or rest ing,
usual ly wi th in 2 metres of  each other.  When Masked- ia iwing oi  Noisy mindi
cane too close, t ley rygqld spread their  wings and run loraias the i i r t ruders.
9l  only one occasion did we see one of  the Uirds f ly ,  and then-only Uei iuse-
it was. extremely agitated by the pr€sence of a person. 0n other olcasions
when danger threatened they would crouch 

' lov,l 
and move off in their

character ist i  c postur:  .

In one part icular sect ion of  the paddock the birds were seen several  t imes
!9  p ick  up  s t i cks  and leaves  and]ay  t lem tg  onq s ide .  A t  these t ines  in .V
did not appear to be feeding. I t  wls in th is area that the birds f iv- two-"

9. One bird was a'lways on thL eggs,
sion, on open ground near some
did we see the birds take turns on

n frpm our lounge and we rarely
ook.

0n the morning.o. f  27th November,  I  not iced that the bird was very resi less
on the nest which was not usual  behaviour.  0n checking wi i r r  u in-ocr ' lars- i . -
could see that one chick had hatched. Dur i .ng the day lne other bird approached
the nest more of ten and at  t inres both the chick and ihe remaining egg tbuf6
be seen.  A t  dusk  the  o ther  egg s t i ' 11  hadn, t  ha tched.

Ear ly next morning the nest s i te was gmpty,  but  the birds were only two
Irelrgs away under sqrne sapl ings,  s i t t ing quiet ' ly  in some long qrasi .  Both
chicks.  and the parents could be observei  dt  int i rvals dur in!" t f ie aay. Th;birds have remained in the area since then, moving aUoui t t r iough about four
2h acre b'locks some of which are well mown. aotn yorng n".e-sEen witn
their parents. on 9th November within about 10 metrLs oi our house. When
approache.d, the young f' lattened themsevles on the ground and the parents
attempted to lead.ul away frorn them. when this failed they siooo ana
watched us at  a distance. Since then we have heard them ci t i ing a ' lmost
every night but have not seen them.

The Bush Thick-knee has apparent' ly been a ccrrnon resident in the area
between Moggil ' l  and Kenmore. Holever, as more paddocks u.. cieird for
houses their  presence in th is aFea may be thrcalened.

Susan E' lmes.

F IELD TRIP REPORT .27 .1 .80 .
Perseverance uam.

Perseverance Dam was chosen for the_January field trip because we hopedto see q !gs! ing p?ir of peregrine Falcons- there. I t  haa previorsiy 'ue"n
reported that a pair vuere nesting in the old quamy near the dam.

(  con t 'd )
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FIELD TRIP REPORI  -  27 .1 .80 .  (con t 'd )
Perseverance Dam.

Spec ies  L is t  -  Ferseverance Dam -  27 .1 .80 .

A1l  part ic ipants did in fact  get  good views of  a Peregr ine Falcon. 0n
aryival ,  onb was observed per-hed- jn a t ree above the quarry where i t
remai ned for sorne tiIIE a'l ' lowing fai r ' ly i ntensi ve study. Shortly
aiteruards it f lew round the quarry then disappeared not to be seen
ig i in . -  Wn i le  the  b i rd  was  in ' f l i gh ! - i t s  d is t inc t i ve  mark ings  cou ld  be
s6en and we also heard i ts not readi ' ly  forgotten ca1l .

unfortunately we fai led to pinpoint  i ts  nest.  Hovever,  for  two
reasons this was not total ly unexpected. First ' ly ,  the Peregr ine Falcon
dei  not bui ld an elaborate nest and secondly the breeding seasm is
nov{ over.

The day was very hot ariC possibly for this reason not a great number of
birds urere seen sn "' l€ tf iP.

0n the dam i tsel f ,  species seen were Darter,  Great Cormorant '  L i t t ' le
Black Cormorant,  [ i t t te Pied Covmorant,  Paci f ic  B' lack Duck, Maned Duck,
Hardhead and Duiky Moorhen. Hoilever, water-skiers wene also present on
ihe dam, and this- probab'ly contributed to the smal' l numbers of these
spec i  es .

: ' (..\s/

Darter
Great Cormorant
Li t t le Black ConnCIrant
Li t t le Pied Cormorant
Paci f ic  Black Duck
Hardhead
Maned Duck
Wedge-tai  led Eagle
Peregr ine Falcon
Dusky Moorhen

\- Crested Pigeon
Pale-headed Rose l la
Laughing Kookaburra

MEMBERS' BIRD NOTES.

I,'lel conre Swal'low
Wi l  l i e  Wagta i l
Superb Fai ry-wren
Wh i te-browed Scrub-wren
Noisy  Fr i  a rb i rd
No isy  Miner
Lewin's Honeyeater
Brorm Honeyeater
Si 1 vereye
Red-brored Fi retai I
Austral  ian Magpie- lark
Aus tral i an Magp'ie
Torresian Cro{.

AS.

AS .  JS .
MA. LA.

Stri ated Heron . 6 . 1.80. Broadbeach . l ' |A. SB.

FacTTic E'azf  3. !2.79. Echo Val le.y.  l , tA.  LA.
Peregl"Tne Falcm. 27 . I .80.  Perseverance Dam.
@.  19 .1 .80 .  Csrcord ia  Co l  lege .

rd 'Ra i l .  30 .12 .79 .  Hervey  Bay .  S t .
@o-shr ike .  3 .1 .80 . -  Pr ince  Henr .y  Dr ive .

.  79.  Gocrnburra.  MA. bB.
@h.  13 .1 .80 .  Crows Nest .  cC.  JCC.
@la .  Dec .  ' 79 .  Mogs i l l  Rd .  SE.r jolden:headed Ci s t i  col a. Dec. '  79 . Moggi 1 I
f f i80. I 'bmoryst.--MA.

GC.

( con t 'd )



MEMBEff i  '  BIRD N0TES. (cont 'd)

Efllplll8l.;^,39:Jl:l?: Goorburra: MA. LA. sB.
. ,.tlr;,.,,filii,il

. .  1! . t .Bo. lv lemory St.  NA.xegent Bowerbi rd. 5. I .90. pri ncb Hen ry 
-i'"i 

u. .

DN.
Rd.  SE.

JCC.

ItlA:
GC:
AS:

Michae l  A tzen i .
Graham Corbin.
Ann Shore .  JS:

LA:  Laur ie  A tzen i .
JCC:  Jane Corb in .  SE:
John Shore.

SB:  Shane  Bradev
Susan Elmes. DM-: Davi d Newlands.

FIELD DAY FOR FEBRUARY

Date: 
.

Assembly  po in t :  p igo t t ,s  Car  park .

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED

QOS Newslet ter  -  January,  19g0.

The Bird Observer -  December,  198.

Urirbi r ra -  January,  19g0.

Place:  F lagstone Creek.

Tirn: g. l l  ur for departure
o .JU  am sha rp .

t a ,



TOOII{OOMBA BIRD CLUB.

ANNUAL BIRD SUMMARY1979,

This is the fourth Annual Sunmary produced
per" iod 1st  January to December 31st,  1979.
checkl ists submit ted by members dur ing the
previous three, contr ibutes fur ther to our

The area covered by this Sunmary remains the sare as 
' last year. The boundaries

are as set down in News-sheet No. 24, December 1977. Th'is Sunnary is a
coirposite of the uprange and dovnrange 

'! ist9 provided by contributing
members. However the sepat ate 

' l i 'sts 
maintained during the year are

pveserved against the need to compare the two sub-sections.

The C lub  l i s t  now s tands  a t207 spec ies .  0 f  th is  number  193 were  s igh ted
dur ing the per iod under review. The remaining 14 species are:  L i t t le
Bi t tern,  Red Goshawk, Red-chested Button-quai l '  Sooty Tern,  Rose-crowned
Frui t Dove , Powerfu'l &v1 , Noi sy P'itta , t l lhi te-wi nged Tri 1 1er, Rufous Song l ark ,
Spotted Quai l - thrush, lp iny-cheeked Honeyeater,  White-breasted Woodswa' l low,
Masked Woodswal lo'r, White-broved Woodswa'l ' l  ow.

A total  of  8 Lew species were added to the l is t  dur ing the year" The
sight ing deETls were pub' l ished in the News-sheet as they occurred and
as-always, ident i f icat ion by at  least  two members was the requis i te
cond i t ibn  be fore  admi t t ing  the  b i rds  to  the  l i s t .  Obv ious ly  as  the  l i s t
has grown the numbeys of  new species wi l l  d imin' ish.  Hovever there are
st j l ' l  a few species which have been seen at  var ious t ' ines but not conf i rmed;
such birds as Peregr ine Falcon, Swamp Harr ier ,  Squatter Pigeon and Li t t le
t^loodswallow await discovery by two members together.

Fina' |1y,  many thanks to the members who submit ted checkl ists dur ing the
year.  P' lease keep up the f low dur ing 1980.

Ron Hopkinson
Records Officer"

by th is Club. I t  covers the
I t  is  cornpi led f rom the month' ly

per iod and together wi th the
poo' l  of  local  b i rd knol ledge.

Nomenc la tu re  used is  tha t  o f  R .4 .0 .U.
b i rds" ,  supp lement  to  "Emu"  Vo l .  77  '
in  b rackets ) .

"Eng l ish  nanes fo r  Aus t ra l ian
May,  1978.  (S ta te r  Gu ides  usage

e

\/



,/

SUI'SIARY OF SPECIES. 7979.
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SUMMARY OF SPECIES t979.
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SUMIi4ARY OF SPECIES 1979.
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STJBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1980.

i Any merbers who have not yet remitted their subscription for
1980 are reqrcsted to conplete the sl,ip belov and fort'rard it
with their subscription ts the Secretary/Treasurer at
the earl iest opportunitY.

To: The Secretary,
Toovloonba Bi rd C'lub,
"Shore lands" ,
t'li thcott , 4344.

I  am enc' losing herewith the sum of $6.00 ($A.OO for students)
being my rembership subscription to the Tooloomba Bird
Club for the calendar year 1980.

Si qned

Jt


