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NEIilS-SHEET No. 5J. - I'!ARCH, 1980.

llhe main item of interest this month is a change in presldency
of the Club. Bil l  Jol ly, who held the posit ion slnee the
inception of the Club has moved to Taemania to take up a position
in Launceston.

A keen ornithologist, BiLl constanttry did his utncst for the
furthe,rance of the CIub by actively' promoting the Etated alms
of the CIub. For this and his erqrert knorrrledge and advice on all
things or,nithological, Bi l l  wi l l  be greatly rniseed.

Under the terms of the Club Constitution, the E:<eeutive has issued
an invitation to Ron Ilopkinson to fiLI the vacancl' created by
Bil l ts departure. Happi. ly, Ron has accepted and Lenceforth wlff
be acting as president of the CIub.

Ron has a few words to say elsewtrere in this news-sheet.

Also as noted elsewhere, the fieLd trlp for ![areh is to
Ravensbourne National Park. Partly because of the recent r:ne:qtected
changes in the Executive lt has been deeided to hord a club
meetj.ng after this outinE. l'lembers w.ill bave an qpportunity to
air vj.ews on the future dlrection and managernent of the crub,
ao anyone interested be sure to bttend this fleld trip.

Barbeque faeilities are available at the Park, so business can be
combined with pleasure

some members of the club regurarly visit Rednood par* on the
first Sunday of the month. For an!"one interested they meet at
Eeven a.m. every even month opposite ttre Ytrkana Vale cartp entranct
and everlr odd month opposite the Iog Cabin service stat.ion. Feel-
free to join i.n if you want some gogd birding.

The Club currently has two copi,es of the Readerrs Dipst "ConpletE
Book of, Australian Birds. " Any nember wishi.ng to prdehaee onE
(or both) of these at a bargain prlce,. eontacf ttle-cfuU secretan:.y,.5



As announced in  the edi tor ia l  B i l l  and Ei leen.ro l ly  have le f t
our distrlct to take up residence in Tasrmnia (ttris rnakes them
either Taswegians or Tasmaniacs). Ttr is crub owes a great deal
to them for thej-r very actlve contrfbutipn to our affairs. r
wourd like to place on record,, here, rry personal thanks for the
help r have received from them in the past. their move leaves
a gap. However, gaps have to be f i lred and this club presently
faces a poss ib ly  d i f f icut t  per iod.  No organisat ion can af ford
to remain static, however large or srnall  we may be._ this may
be an appropriate time to take stock of ourselves and face iity
changes which confront  us.

with these thoughts in mind the March Field Day assumes extra
importance. rn the past we have used our monthly out,ing as an
opportunity to discuss Club affairs, rather than call  an extra
business meet j -ng.

Therefore r cal l  on al l  interested members to get al.ong t6 the
March F ie ld  Day (deta i ls  e lsewhere in  th is  issue) .  Over  the
Iunchti-me session letrs discuss the future of this club. Between
us there must be many ideas we caR run up the fragpole.

I_ would appreciate hearing .from any member who cannot rnake it on
the day. Maybe you have somethlng to put for:urard. Ttris can be
done for you.

The future of the Club is up to us.

Ron Hopkinson-

BLACK-CHTNNED HONEYEAfER.

Awakened by an unfamil iar cpl l  (harsh sinEle note) at about
6 a-m. r traced the bird tol an appre tree outside the
bedroom wlndow. Freeting gu-mpses revealed it  to be of the
whi-te naped variety and being not quite sure which one r quickly
obtained the f iel-d guides. r did not get a good overarl vi.ew
of the bird but i t  did pose for a head and r:naerparts vrewr--
lrtrick white band on nape to back of eye. Eye palch pare
olive and black head to beak level. Black Lriangle irnaer ctr in
and pale grey uriderparts.

David Newlands.

SPOTTED OUATL THRUSH

January L3 was_our lucky day when we were on a birding trip s.ome
5 km past the Cnows Nest falls and made our s-econd stitrttn-g 

"i 

-

a_pair of Spotted euail  Ttrrush (Cincloeoma punctatum). fhese
elus ive b i rds seem to r ive in  dry ,  h i . l ty ,  v l ry  shor t -gr"Jb"d l
l ightly t imbered country, usuatrry rocky-where-they can run
quick ly  i f  d is turbed.

The system for f lushing these birds is simple, one person each
side of a r idge walks quickly tor+ards the top. rr lhe birds anepresent they tend to go upwards onto higher rocks to see. orce

't

( cont/d. )



SPOTTED OUAUJ TIIRUST (cont,/.d.)

the birds rise onto rocks stand perfectly sttlr and use
binocurars where many mi.nutes vi6wing is usuar. rf the bj,rds
rise and fry to the next ridger FUlr berow the landing area and
again attempt to flush. Tttis has proved suecessful where*Eter
we have aeen thes,e birds. -"-

.J3.8--QE&,.

QNI TTIE ROAD TO OUTLPTE.

ol my trip out west the best day would have had to have been on
the road to Qui lpie. Ol that drive ( 4L horrrs from Cunnamutr la)
we (my father and r) were passing a recentry f i l ted waterhole
from rain the day before.

I asked Dad to pull up and what should be there but tr,ro stately
Brolgars having a drink. r grabbed my blnocurars and had a
Iook. While we were looking they ealmly walked away and a
few seconds later started doing their famous dance. They had to
be the Birds of the tr ip.

Shane Brady.

FIEIID DAY REPORT - 24.2.80. - FI,AGSTONE CREEK.

Tttls particular outing dtd not call for much stamina on the part
of those participating. We simply drove down the flagstone Creek
Road, stopping at "likely spotsfr and spend.ing a short time to
check them out.

Most would probably agree that the blrd of the day was the
P easant coucal which was in fu1l. breed.ing plurnage. rypicalry,
this bird was reticent to fly so we were able to study it at
our leisure.

Another interesting sighting was of a pi.ed Butcherbird in
immature p*mage. 

"
The field trip ended wlth most particJ.pants having a pienic lqnch
at the rest area west of Heridon where a magnl,f,icant mare Red
Backed Fairy-wren in full breeding plune,ge was sighted.

John Greoor.

Species Li .st  -  Flaostone Creek -  24.2.8O.

Darter
Great Cormorant
Little Pied Cormorant
lfhite-faced Heron
Sacred Ibis
Straw-necked Ibis
Royal SpoonbiIl
Pacif ic Black Duck
Austral ian Kestrel
Duslty l'loorhen
Masked.Lapwing

Peaceful Dove
Bar-shouldered Dove
Crested Pigeon
Galah
Scaly-br,easted LorLkeet
Pale-headed RoseIIa
Pheasan+ Coucal
Laughing Kookabrrrra
Sacried Kingfisher
Dollarbird
BLaclc-fac€d Cu,ekoo-shrike

{:@ntld. )



Grey Shrike-thruEh
t{illie WagtaiJ-
Eastern WhiPbirit
Golden-headed Cisticola
Superb Fairy-wren
Red-ba.cked Fairy-wren
Strj.pect HoneYeater
Litt le Friarbird
Noisy l{iner
LewinIs HoneYeater
Silvereye

@.

. (csrt/d. )

House Sparror
Dorrb}e-bdr,F€d Finch
Common Starling
Common lty'nah
Figbird
Aus tralian Magpie-Iark
Dusky Woodswalfm
Pied Butcherbird
Australian Magpie
Torresian Crow

!0. Ocean St. GC. .tEe.
Railway y'ards T'mba. RH: -
80. IJaunceston, Tas. Eif . WJ.

lss Strait.  EiI.  l l . t .
runceston, Tas. EJ. WJ.
r Vale, T{it}rcott.  AS.

n)

2.L2 .79 . Redwood PI<. S.B. I ' IA.
8.2 .80 .  Gravel ly  Beach,  Tas.  EJ.  I {J .

9.  3 .80.  Brmya Mtns.  Nat ional -  Park.  i fc .  SG.
3 .2 .80 .  Redwood  Pk .  JG.  SB .  MA.

24.2 .8O .  F lagstone Ck.  AS.  JS. :

l*1A: Michael Atzeni. SB: Shane Bradey. GC'c Graham Corbin.
.IEC: ,Jim Corbin. iIG: John Gregor. SG: Shinley Gregor.
Rfl:  Ron Hopkinson. EiI: '  Ei leen Jolly. WiI ' :  Btl l  i lol ly.
A.S: Ann Shore. JS: John Shore.

FIELD DAY FOR I4ARCH.

Date:
Park.

Sundav, March 23, 1980. Flace: Ravensbourne Nat' ional

Assembly Point: Pigotts Car Park. Time: 8.15 am for departure
8 .30  sharp .

this is your chance.I f  you 'have never  seen a Noisy Pi t ta  before,
Also remember the neeting and BBQ later.

PIIBLICATIONS RECEIVED.

QOS Newsletter - FebruarY, 1980.

URIMBIRRA - F'ebruarT, 1980 "
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suqseFTP,Trpr{s Fs 19s,

Any men$ers who have not IBt remitted thelr subscriptlon for
1980 are nequested to c@lete the slip bel,6p and foruard it
with their subscrlption to the'Secretaryf,reasurer at
the earl i est opportuntty.

v
To: The Secretary,

TooroorDa Bird Club,
"Shorrel ands'! ,
t,ljthcott, 4344.

I am enclosing hercwith the sum of S.00 ($g,OO fc students)
being ny rerbership subscrlption to, the Toornonba Blrd,
Club for the ca:lendar year 1980.

Si qned
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