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r had expected that the topic for this editoriar _ the meetingheld at Ravensbourne - wour-d f i l l  a coupre of pages.- Holreverthis is not to be the case. Few r.*u"r"_t_urned up on the dayand no momentous decisions were made. Although the numbers werediscouraging, the sentiments expressed were not. rt  appears thatwe wil l  continue to openate on the same basis that we have inthe  pas t .

Our major concern at the moment is operational costs a problemcaused partry by fai lure of some *"*t. i" to pay their subscript ion.Meanwhire, we of the executj.ve are investj.g"ri irg-;; t ;  of reducingthe cost of producing the monthly News_St,".t .

one point of interest is a meeting which Ron and r had with the10ca1 representat ive of  the uat io ia l  p i rks and wl ld l - i fe  serv ice.There wil l  be more on this topic at a rater date after furthermeetings

The two copies of the Readers Digest "complete Book of Austral lanB i rds "  a re  s t i l l  a va i l ab le  a t  $Z i .O9  each .

.T. Gregor,
Ed i to r .

Ref: News sheet No- 34 - october Lg7g. Toowoqnba Bird club.
Re:  "The Austra l ian Magpie- lark"  (orarr ina cyanoreuca)
FLOCKING

of Austral ian Magpie_larks
78,  has prompted,  

- in  
my case,

>uring to understand the reason
te some of the more pertinent
: the Austral ian Uagple_Iark.

(cont,/d. )
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FLOCKING (cont,/d. )

To th is  po j .n t ,  d i f f icu l ty  has been exper ienced in  f ind ing mater ia l
o f  a  speci f ic  nature in  regard to  " f lock ing"  of  the Austra l ian
Magpie-Iark with the exception of the work carried out by
Robinson L947,  iD Western Austra l ia ,  the resul t  o f  which appears
in "The Emu",  vo l .  46+47,  "Magpie Larks a s tudy in  behaviour" .

After studying the material referred to above, to whj-ch f am
indebted for my present understanding of the subject and the
references l isted at the end of the exercise, a short note on the
informat j -on as I  present ly  understand i t ,  fo l lows.

Having le f t  the nest  a t  vary ing s tages usual ly  between 14 and 27
days of age the young Austral ian Magpie-larks spend their next
per iod wel l  above ground level ,  preferably  h igh in  a t ree unt i l
thelr feathers and part j-cu1arly their tai ls grow. At this t ime
they 'are s t i l l  fed by the parents and they pract ice and prepare
fo r  f l i gh t .

Following this the young birds come to the ground staying crose
to the parents whilst these search for food and continue to be
fed by the parent birds but are al l  the while gradually learning
to fend for themselves and beconring independent of the parents.

Depending on condit ions and availabi l i ty of food with the
independence of the young birds the parent Australian Magpie-
Larks nest again and raise another brood.

During this time, young birds which have separated from their
parents in one terri tory graduarly congregate with young birds
from other terrj.tories and arl move about and roost together
at a f lock roosting site. with the waning of the breeding season
and a lack of interest in defending a terri tory by paired bj.rds,
smaller flocks rrgy converge together into a rarge frock which
may also include paired birds from the past season.

should the weather be very dry in an area, after the breeding
season, the flock may move to where more abundant supplies of
water are available, the move usuarry being accomprished in
smaller groups of birds.

Whilst f locks comprise birds of both sexes, i t  appears that
unmated birds in a flock generally feed with others of the s6rme
sex, unti l  the next rnating season occurs and it  is generalry
considered that unless already "paired", birds rnate whilst members
of a f lock. I t  is thought that birds already "paired" have mated
to r  l i f e .

Pairs of birds "mating" within a f lock appear to do so at varying
times and not al] at once and choosing a mate is not Left
exclusively to males or females, but either one choosing its
appropriate opposj.te.

Favourable weather conditions and in particular good rain at the
start of the breeding season appears to be an indication for mated
pai.rs from exist ing terrj . torj .es or newry mated pairs in the
flock, to leave the f lock and get on with the cycle of nest bqilding,
egg laying, brooding and rearing of young.

(cont,/d. )
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FLQCKING (cont,/d. )

f t  is  thought ,  poss lb ly  af ter  the l r  second season,  that  some
mated  pa i r s  o f  b l rds  i n  es tab l i shed  te r r i t o r i es  don ' t  j o i n  the
f ' l "ock brr t  s tay in  the i r  outn ter r i tor ies af ter  the breeding season
favour ing the nest ing t ree as a roost ing t ree and depending on
whether  there is  suf f ic ient  food to  eat  and a su i tab le supply  of
su r faee  wa te r ,

The average terri tory appears to cover about 6 to 8 hectares but
par ts  +f  *ont iguous ter r r tor ies may over lap.

rn an 'o l ,d '  f lock of  large propor t ions,  newer mated pai rs  of  b j - rds
have to go to  the ext remi t ies to  establ ish ter r i tor ies and in  the j - r
case quJ-te a dea] of overrapping may @cur, but the amount of
fo'od avail"able appears to govern to some extent the size of
t e r r i t o r i es .

Where condit ions of food and water have been favourable outside
of the breeding seasoR and the f lock has remained on the ground
of  the former breeding ter r i tor ies,  mated pai rs  of  b i rds in  the
nevr breeding season f ind most of their t ime taken up defending
thei r  tern i tor ies against  f lock t respassers,  i f  they have
establ " ished the i r  ter r i tory  near  the f lock roost ing s i te  of
unmated b i rds and i t  is  eas i ly  rea l ised that  the fur ther  a ter r i tory
is estabrished from the f lock roosting area the better the
chances of completing the breeding cycle and raising young.

It seems that the female of the pair defends the terri tory from
other females and calls up her mlte to defend the area from
int ruding males,  but  for  h is  par t  th is  is  f requent ly  a retharg ic
af  f  a i r  wi th  the mal-e showj-ng l i t t le  enthusiasm f  or  aggress iveness,
part icularly when compared with the fernale.

In summarising, as an observation in regard to Austrafian Magpie-
rarks only, iD this case "f locking" appears as though it  may be
a means whereby communal- movement takes place to better food and
water areas where such does not exist for so many individuals on
a nesting terrl tory outside of the breeding seasonr to take
care of the pair ing and mating process and have this arready
established by the t ime terri tory "staking" takes pIace, Ers opposed
to a male f i rs t  becoming establ ished ln  an area and wai t ing for  a
femal-e bird to arrive on that area.

Flocking, general ly, appears to j ,nvolve unmated birds anC mated
pairs in their f irst season and appears of diminishing interest
to mated pairs of birds from their second season onward.

Ron WiIson.

Achnowledqelqqnt .

I  wj.sh to thank John Gregor for his interest. and assistance with
solne of the reference materi-a1 which was not readily available.
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FLOCKING (cont,/d. )
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FOOD FOR A CICADABIRD

When driving quietly up the hi l lside at Mangovale, Wi.thcott, one
morning in early February, my attention was attracted by a single,
repeated,  caf l  c lose at  hand in  the scrub 

r  5  Y-- -z- - '  J

It came from a very smart looking Cicadabird, hopping about among
the low branches and rocks. I noticed that i t  was making attack
aft,er attack on something apparently caught up in a lantana bush.
This remaj-ned in one place but every so often there was a f lash of
bright puce pink. I  moved closer, expecting to f ind a battered
Iooking moth perhaps, only the colour looked wrong, and instead
found a large green insect, some 60-75 mm longr something of
a cross between a grasshopper and a st ick insect, with big col lapsible
puce wings which when at rest were neatly folded away under an ordinary
looking green sheath. Why it  was hanging there, alternatively opening
and closing its large and vivj.d wings and seemingly taking no notice
of  the Cicadabi rd 's  at tacks,  I  could not  te l l ,  un less perhaps i t
was newly emerged from its chrysalis stage and intent on hardeni.ng
and drying its wings. The Cicadabird's attacks appeard to have
had no visible effects, beyond the possible removal of one leg
but when I returned down that path 15 minutes or so later both
bi rd and insect  had gone.

Ann Shore.
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BIRDING ON THE HOLIDAY ISLE.

I recall  once reading where B1uey and Curly (of the comic str ip
of that name) were talking to a swagman acquaj-ntance of travels
in  Tasmania.  He c la imed that  rasmania was the best  s tate for
travel ,  because when he got t ir?TE-Glking around it ,  he
could jump in  and swim around i t .

wh i l e  t h i - s  i s  no t  qu i te  t rue ,  i t  i s  i nd i ca t i ve  o f  t he  ease  and
rapid i ty  wi - th  which one can get  to  any point  on the is land.  Because
of  t .h i "s ,  on€ can exper ience a great  var j -e ty  of  b i rd  habi ta ts
{and  thus  b i rd  spec j -es )  i n  qu l te  a  sho r t  pe r iod .

St i i r ley and f  spent  a for tn ight  t ravel l ing around Tasmania in  a
campervan during December, and in thj-s t lme we managed to visit
rnost  po ints  of  in terest .  whi le  t ravel l ing we kept  an eye open
for any birds along the way and at most campsites we spent some
t ime b i rdwatching.

The heavily t imbered National Parks were the most productive areas
wi th s ight ings of  species endemic to  Tasmania such as the Green
Rosel la ,  Y€I1ow Watt leb i rd and Black Currawonq.

Probably the next most productive environment was the seashore,
with many species represented in strength. Of these f found the
Paci f ic  Gul l  par t icu lar ly  i -mpress ive,  s ince r  am used to seeing
only  the smal ler  S i lver  Gul l .  Th is  b i rd  seems to have mastered
a somewhat unnerving glare. A hitch-hiker we picked up tord us
(on learn ing of  our  in terest  in  b i rds)  o f  a  s i te  near  Bicheno
where Penguins (species unknown) appeared each morning in  ' ,hundreds ' , .
However ,  by then the s i te  was mi les (or  ra ther  k i lometres)  behind
so we'1I  probably  never  know the t ru th of  the mat ter .

ore in terest ing point  is  that  we had occasional  s iqht ings of
Grey Butcherbirds. The onry reference we were carrying at the
t ime was Slater 's  F ie1d Guide to  Austra l ian Bi rds which l is ts  th is
species as not  occurr ing in  Tasmania.

Al though we ident i f ied a to ta l  o f  th i r ty-n ine d i f ferent  species
while in Tasmania, by far the most common was the Masked Lapwing.

r f  you enjoy doing a b i t  o f  b i rdwatching dur ing your  hor idays,
we can cer ta in ly  recommend the "Hol iday Is le" .

Jghn Greqor.

. RAVENSBOURNE NATIONAL PARK.

Because of earl ier t iming, our visit  to Ravensbourne avoided
the strongl, cold winds which have been our rot on past visits.
Fine, crear, early autumn weather made for ideal condit ions
this tr ip. A smalI party arrived at the turn-off to the park
and were granted an excellent view of two wedge-tai led eagles
at  low Level .

some interesting sightings were made during the day incruding
the Yeflow-throated Scrubwren, Noj-sy Pitta and Austral ian Ground
Thursh. A good days birding, unfortunatery shared by so few.

Ron Hopkinson.
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Spec ies  L i s t  -  Ravensbourne  Na t iona l  Pa rk  23 .3 .80 .

Wedge-tai led Eag1e Grey Shrike Ttrrush
Austral ian Kestrel- Grey Fantai l
Austral j-an Brush-turkey Wil l ie Wagtai l
Masked Lapwing Eastern Whipbird
Brown Cuckoo-dove Sup. Faj-ry wren
Wonga Pigeon Larae-bi l led Scrubwren
Galah Yellow-throated Scrubwren
Rainbow Lorikeet Wh.-Browed Scrubwren
Scaly-breasted Lorikeet Brown Wdrbler
Austral ian King Parrot Brown Ttrornbil l
Fan- ta i led Cuckoo Lewints  Honeyeater
Laughing Kookaburra Red-Browed Firetai l
Noisy Pitta Austral i-an Magpie-Iark
White-backed Swallow Grey Butcherbird
Austral ian Ground Tlrrush Austral ian Magpie
Eastern Yellow Robin Pled Currawong
Golden Whist ler  Torres ian Crow

MEMBERS1 BIRD NgTES.

(70 )  G rea t  Co rmoran t .  15 .3 .80 .  Ocean  S t .  JEC .
Brown  Goshawk .  L5 .3 .80 .  Jub i l ee  Pk .  SB .  MA.  AT .
Fan- ta i l ed  Cuckoo .  14 .3 .80 .  Redwood  Pk .  MW.  BW.
Ausl ra_I ian or" Ie t -n ioht jar .  10 .  3 .  80.  Echo Va11ey .  MA
Ra inbow  Bee -ea te r . ,  2 . 3 .80 .  Ocean  S t .  cC .  JEC.  JCC.
C i cadab i rd .  15 .3 .80 .  Jub i l ee  Pk .  SB .  MA .  AT .
Var ied  T r l l l e r .  14 .3 .80 .  Redwood  Pk .  N lW.  BW.
Go lden  Wh is t l e r .  14 .3 .80 .  Redwood  Pk .  MW.  BW.
Brol'rn-headed Honeveater . 20. 3 . 80 . Echo Val ley . I'{A.

I ' IA: Michael Atzeni .  SB: Shane Bradey. cC: Graham Corbin.
JCC: Jane Corb in.  JEC: J im Corb in.  AT:  Andrew Tan.
BW: Brough Warren.  M{:  Margaret  Warren.

FIELD DAY FOR APRIL.

Da te :  Sunday ,  Ap r i I ,  27 th ,  1980 .  p lace :  Murphys  Creek .

Assembly Point :  P igot ts  Car  park.

T ime :  8 .15  am fo r  depar tu re  8 .30  sha rp .

The outing wil l  fol-Iow the Murphys creek Road, stopping at places
of  in terest  such as Spr ing Bluf f .
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