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AUSTR.AL]AN MAGPTE.
Some notes on observat ions nade at 4J Jennifer Orescent,  Tooroomba.

l [hen re uovcd into our ner reeldence at 41 JewrLfer Crescent,
Darl lng Eeigbtsr Tooroonber Just on a year ago, i t  beeame obvious
that re were int:nrd.ers on an area used. as a foraging and feedi.ng
ground. by Australlan Hagplee (CynaUorina tibicen).Anong other areas
our baokyard and a vacant allotnent inmediately behind j,t seened, to
be one of their favourite bauntg ln this partioulax a'r€Ec

Eorever it appeare tbat the negpies have aceepted us and turned. a
nunber of gardenlng practiees to tbeir adventage.fhe tinber stakee

supporting the shnrbs nake a vautage point for perching a.nd preening
and ae a sourcc for cleanlng the beak.The wood.chips and bark used
around the ahrlbe for nulching are Juat ideal to keep a magpj,e
interested. in seelag hov nan;r It can spread over the larn whilst it
looke for wo:me under tben.The garden sprinkler would appear to have
been invented eepecial ly to shower a^nd provid.e a d,r ink for hotr tblrsty
nagplee and untying the knots in the corrls with which the shr:ubs are
t ied. provides endless entertalnnent for a nunber of our fr iends.

In tbe twelve nontha the birde have been under observation , tl ie number
at any tine of oboervation hae varied betreen a mininum of three and a
maxlmun of tventyone birds on the ground, whi lst  approxinately tbir ty-
four rere oounted in the air  on one occasion.There have been tro
perd.od,e when birds ln grey inmature plunage have been anong the group,
s ince  serve  been herer tha t  be ing  in  the  months  to rar r l  the  ead o f  las t
year and early thie year aad at present.

Bei.ng eo close to a nunber of bi :ecLe over a period. of  t inel  an observer
becomes aware of nany d. i f ferencea between theml rhich at f i rst  glance
are not obviouse part icular ly in varying overal l  s izeg. The size and
shape of the beakr di f ferenceg in wing and tai l  featheringp not iceably
the rhi te feathers and the t in idl ty or otherwise of the birr ts rhen one
is among then, are but a fer.

f fhi lst  some wi lL neyer cose oloeer tharr about a netre to an outstretched.
handr sone riLl come rlght up and talce food fron the hand in a most
conf ldent nanner as i f  i t  rae a perfect ly natural  thlng to d.o.I t  has
been noted that of five blnitg rho regularly feed. fron the hand antl who
nay al}  be present at the eame t ine, to date, only the blrd. being
offered the food takee l t  and eaeh of the others walts i te tulTr to be
fed. l lot  so r  hoveverr in the case of the rest rb,ere food. throwa to
then becomes a  case o f  f l r s t  ln  ,  most  food.

A bi l r l  having been given a piece of food 1111 take i t  and bnrsh i t  on
tbe ground to break it up into snaller pi.eces and rill not return for
nore  un t i l  i t  has  ea ten  a l l  these sna l le r  p leces .

One of the lnmaturee last year and yet another one at present are quite
good mlnics and have been beard mlnicklng a pied. butcher birtt, a
noiay minerr a parrot rho livee in a cage nearby and rhat sounde like
a person rh5.st l ing,

I t  ls interest ing, in ny experlenoe, to note that nagpies regurgi tate
pel lets and have been observed doing this botb rhi le feeding and
res t ing .  Whi le  feed ingr  the  b in t  e toper  f lu f fs  i te  fea thers ropene i t s
beak wider appears as though i t  ie about to cbokerthen diecbarges tbe
pel let  f ron the beake shakes i teel f  and sett les the feathers and
oont inues feedlng.
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AIISTRa,LIAT XAGPIE (aoat/a)

Tbe frequency of regurgitation by argr one bird d.uring ny observations
is not knorn but tro pellete oollected at rand.on recently, measured
,]nn x 1}am, and Jlnn r  17an, reepect lvely.

Tbe blrdg obserred epend a good dear of tlne at prayr the nost conmon
foru of whlch noted has been wbere one birr l  l ies on i ts back with feet
up in the airr one or tro other birrcts then try to get past its guar.d
and nip wing or tail feathers or i 'eet. The gane frequently ende in
ruff led, feathers or a f ight l f  annouteidern Jolns the ga.ne.

A nunber of birrls have been aotcd over the laet year shori.ng la.menegs
and on one oco&sionl three were in this cond. i t ion at the sane t ime.,
I t  ie t t i f f loul t  to f lgure what has cauged thls lnnrenesg. ?so col l j .s ions
with rire fenoes have been obcelTed when one bini ras chasing another
and in each case some featherg aad skin were nissiag but in neither
instence was the bird. involved Lane afterratds.

In spending suoh an interest ing period, to daterobservS.ng these magpies
f a.ra oontinually renlnded. of hor nucb stil l renains for me to learn
about thege birrts rho are anoDg our most conmon and clogeet to maJr.
l {ot  tbe least rerar, i l i .g erperience of Naturere adaptabi l i ty is to look
out on a cold. r inter morni.ng vi tb a strong southrester ly wind blowi.ng
to see a frebol:tts n of nagXriee linect up in the sun in front of the 6arden
sbedr in a pi lace out of tbe r indr carol l ing their  head.s off  ae i f  tbis
were the nost natural  place ia the world for then to be.

Roa Wilson.

BIRD IIOVEI{ENT IS TEE TOOWOOUBA ABEA.

Part 1 --Passerines.

Tbe Toowooaba Bird crub hae been act ive since 1975 ana up untJ_l now
has iesued four annual gunnaries of bird speoies recorded in the 1ocal
study Br€4oI have fel t  i t  n ight be appropriatelat this stage, to combi-me
thege sulanaries in order to gain a rough indication of bird. movement
through our Club study atceao This oonsists of the two blocks wj- th centre
point co-ordinatee of 2/  t legrees Jl  minutes South ,  151 degreee , j
minutee Eaet and 2J d.egreee J5 minutes south, 152 degrees 5 ninutes
Eaat I  respect ively.

To i lo this r  have sinply total led the number of years a speciee has
been observed for each nonth,In doing so tr  have not includ.ed a.uy 1980
slghtings' Eence for aoy nonth a speciea wirr have a acore ranging
fron 0 to 4. Fron this r have prepared. a tabre of tbe naJority of
bir.ds showing evidenee of movenent through our area.

Fron tbe table can be sceu tbe regular movement of the nortb-south
nigrants egomovement of Clcadablrd.r Honareh speeies, Rufous Faatall ie
quite clear-cut.fbese arrlve Auguat-Ootober aad clepart Xeroh-April.
Sinilarly the arrlval of southerqers dr'lring ciutere such aa the Roge
Robin ls ghora.Lese obvioug wlnter vlgi tors are tbe Egeterr Spinebi l ]
and Red Wattlebird. rbose rccor"'its suggest sone individuale nay be
present all year. The Hed-capped. Robin (rhicb turned up in f,orce thie
year) ie probably an occaaional r lnter v is i tor f ron the veet,  i iepend. iqg
on reather condit ions.

0f interest are the recorr lg of the l isted hoaeyeaters. I t  rou1d, appear
they are all rare or absent in the area in the flovenber-Febmary period..
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Brnp uovnuntlr (a/al
Eoreverr this is amended r i th the epring-sunmer vis i tors from the
north. I t  geeas reaeoneble to bel ieve our area ie invaded by honey-
eaters ln seareh of r lnter f lotera.

Nonadlc movenent of passerinee ie a,lso evid.ent and thetr appearahoe in
our area rould, be lnfluenoed uainly by food availability end reather
condlt lons. Exenptres are the Ground Cuckoo-Shrike, .Cregted Shrike-Tit
antl Striped Eoneyeater. Tbc Whlte-tinged Triller, Srorn & Rufous
Songlarks are probably Lnet&Bcee of irregular Sumner-llinter migration.

Undoubtet l lyr  tbere are dlgcrepanclea disclosed by the d.ata (or lack of
l t )  rhloh suggests the poeslble migrat ion (or hibernat ionJ of another
speeica - BIRDWATCEER$!

One noticeable featurc is tbe laok of sightings ln the l{ov-Feb period
of tbe North-South nigrantB e.g, Speotacled and 3lack-Faced monar-chs,
Leaden and Satin Flycatehers r Ci,cadabird ard Yellor-Eyed Cuckoo-Shrike.
Theoret ical lyr thie periocl  should be the oest of  the year because i t ts
nsrnack-bangfr ln the niddle of nost of  thege species I  breed, ing seasons.
I would even venture to say that the elusive 'floisy Pitta is a.nongst
these regular vis i torg but has esoaped. our not i -oe yearly slnce 1975,

A nunber of birde not Lnclud.ed have extremely patchy recorrd.g but are
knovn to be eedentary and have tberefore just been poorly:recorded..
These j .nclude Spotted Quai l- ' Ihnrshr Large-3i1Ied Scmb-Wren, Weebi l l ,
Yel lor Thornbi l l  ard the latest lnelusion to the CIub List ,  the Brown
Gerygone. Other exclud.ed, species r i th very seant record.s are the Spirry-
0heeke'd Honeyeater,  

' iVhlte-Winged. 
Cbough and the Wood-Swa1lows (excluding

the Dusky Wood-Swal lows) off ic iaLly recorded. in the ?,r€4r these are
probably very lrregular nomads.

The other blrds l istedr I  r i l l  leave to your int ,erpretat ion but certaiqJ.y
the l ist  provides a rough lndicat ion of when to erpect the vis i tors to
our area and also a clue to rybat nontbs need to be monitored more care-
fu l l y  fo r  each par t i cu la r  speo i .es .

Uichael Atzeni.
References :  Re-ader 's  D iges t  Comple te  Book o f  l ,us t ra l ian  3 i rds .

S tor r r  G.M.1  L ls t  o f  Queens land.  .B i rds .

ANNUAL BIRN COUNT

As s ta tec l  in  the  ed . i to r ia lp  th is  year rs  b i rd  count  w i l l  take  p lace  on
Sund.ayr Ootober 25. This r i I1 be the f l f tb censun cond.uoted by tbis CIub.

the hard work done by members over the past four yeare is starting to pay
off in tbat any cenaua to be of value need.s to be d.one for a period. of
years so that the infomation gaj,ned can be'used to fom conparisons.

Although the nunber of menbers regular ly attending Field Days is smal le
I d.o hope that evezyone can'. and 1111 volunteer their gervices and make
the effort  to part ic ipate in the muAt this year.  r t  would be a pi ty
i f r  tbrough lack of wi l l ing nenbers, this yeerts count cou1d, not take
place. This would. sadly negate the work of the prevj-ous four yearg.
I f  you can help please let  ne knor.

Ron Eopxinson
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Singlng Bushlark

Whi te-be1l ied Cuckoo-shrike

Yel lored-eyed. Cuokoo-ghrike

Cicadabircl

Ground Cuckoo-shrike

White-winged Tr111er

Rose Rob in

Red-capped Robin

i r e s t e d  S h r i k e - t i t

BLack-faced lVlonarch

jpectacl-ed ] , lonarcb

Leaden F lyca tcher

i t  r , in  I ' l yca teher

Rest lees  F lyce tcber

Rufous Fantai l

Clamorous Reed l{arbler

Tawny Gragsbir.d

Rufous Songlark

Srorn Songlark

Red iVat t leb i rd

Str iped. Honeyeater

Iel ]ow-faced Eoneyeater
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Eastern  Sp ineb i l l
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FrEr,p paY REPoRE 6/1/80

perfect reather prevailed, for the trlp to Oaley and beyond. C1ear skies
gave good, visibl]ity and the .generelly nild, conditions nade it a good.
aay to be out birdlng. Four cers nade the Journey rith a total of eigbt
birdere. Tbls a€eoa to be ebout avoBsge for this club lately ancl rhile
enall aunbers ere sometlnee bettet fton a blrrilng point of vierr it does
seem a ptty that nore nenberg canaot get along to rbat is the montbly
neeting of their club.

A total of 59 apecica rere fecordcd. Thj.s ineludeg birr i ls seoD en route
as rel l  as at atopplng polnts. l ,  fer nf irstse wer'e recorded for a
couple of nenbcrE.

Brookvale Park ls showing signe of the current dry spell and few epeeieo
rere recor.6ed thers. Eolever, a gleaeant luneh hour ras sbared with the
Superb Fairy-Wreaa.

Boa Eopkingoa

spEcrES rrst - oaKEr - Bn0oKYal,E PABr 6/7/80

Black-faoed, Cuokoo-ahrike
rthi te-bel,liecl Cuckoo-ebrlke
Ruf,oue Whistler
Restl-eee Flycatcher

Wilt ie Wagtai l
Golden-headed. C is ticol.a
Superb Fairy-Wren
Spirly-cbeeked Eoneyeater
Striped. Eoneyeater
Noiay Friarbinl
I{oisy Miner
Yel}or-faced Eoneyeater
Srorn Eoneyeatet
Mistletoeblrri.
Striated Parrlalote
Silvereye
Eouse Sparlor
Zebra Fincb
Double-barred FiaEb
Cbeetnut-breastGd Maanikin
Coruaon $tarling
Common ltynab
Figbint
Auatralian fagBie-lark
Grey Suteberbircl
Pied Butcherbhd
Auetralian tlagXrie
Australlan Raven
Torreeian Crow

LtttIe PLetl Cor:norant
Pacif ic Eeron
Wbi.te-faoed Eeron
Internecliate Egret
Sacred. Ibis
Strar-necked fbls
Pacif ic Black Duck
Bl-ack-sbouldereil Kite
Brovn FaLcon
Austral,ian Kestrel
Dusky f,oorhen
$rrasla.n Coot

I[asked Lepring
Bantted Lapving
Sleck-ringed Stilt
Si lver GuIl
Feral Pigeon
Peaceful Dove

Bar-sboulderecl Dove
Crested Pigeon
Galah
Sulphur-ores ted Cockatoo
Rainbor Lorikeet
Lltt le Lorlkeet
Cockat ie l
Pale-headed Roeella
Red-nrnped Parrot
Laugbing Kookabuna
Weleone Swallor
Richardra PiPit

,)/
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!{EUBEBS I 3]RD I{OTES

Collared Sparrorhalk. 5.7,80, Hrd,tood. Park. MA. 53. REE.
Li t t le  Eegle.  1O.7.80.  Ooeea Street .  eC.  JEC. JCC.
Austral ien Bnreh-turktyr 14.7.80o Eoho Valley. JD.
Enerald Dove. 6.7.80. Redrood Park. }{A. SB. REE.
Spinifer Pigeon. 1.7.8O. Croydoae Nq. RCB.
Yaried Lorikcet. 1.7.8O' Croydonr NQ. RGE.
Goulttf  a Sronze-suekoo. 29.6.80. L;roydonr NQ. RGE.
Ground.  Cuckoo-cbr ike.  12.7.80.  Frer  St reet ' '  JG.
Red-oapped Robtn. 7.7'80. Baker Street. JG;
Purp1e-oro*ned FalrT-ften. 29.6.8O. Croydonr ItQ. BCE.
Silver-crornsd. Frlerblrd. 2.?.80. Croydonr NQ. RGE.
fhite-gapetl Eoneycatat. 29,5.8o, Groydonr l lQ. nOE.
Yellor-t inted Eoneyeater. 29.5.9O, Croyd'on1 f,Q. i tGE.
Eaatern Spinebi l l  1p* i r ) ,  2Q.7.80.  Canpbel l  St reet .  JD.
Red-brored Pardalote. 29.5.80. Croydons I{Q. RGfl.

XAr Michael Atzenl. SBI Sbane Brad.y. GC:
JECg Jin Corbin. J.D: Joe Deuble. JC: John
REE: Ron Eopklaaonr

@

Graha.n Corbin. JCC: Jane Corbin.
Gregor. BGE: Rod. Eobs6n.

Dater. $undar. 24 Aumret. 1q80. Place: South-west Toowoomba (including
Ceneterlp.p Spring Creek and. Liong Park. )
Assembly Polnt :  P igot t rg  Car  Park,  T ine:  8 .11 a.n for  degar ture B.1Q am.

PUBLICATIONS BECEIVED

Q.O.S .  Nese le t te r  -  June ,  Ju Iy  1 t80 .
Bird ObgerY€r - JuIy 1!80.
Urinbirra - JuIy 1980.
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